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U.S. Embargo Reshapes Brit. Playing 


Policy, Wont Close Theatres—Jarratt 


No British 
lack of product, whether or not any 
additional U. S. films are received 
in England. That was the opinion 
expressed in New York Monday (8) 
by Sic Arthur Jarratt, for more than 
25 years one of England’s top ex- 


hibition axecs and now managing 
director of Sir Alexander Korda’s 
distributing unit, British Lion. 


Jarratt declared that every British 
theatre already has sufficient book- 
ings to carry it through*next June, 
And after that, they can carry on 
indefinitely—and not unprofitably— 
- with reissues and British-made films, | 
he said. Within two years, if the | 
tax situation hasn't resolved itself, 
the vet British showman added, do- 
mestic producers will be able to turn 
out enough product to fill 50% of 
available playing time. He intimated 
that talk by exhibs of closing down 





unless they get American product 
was just a threat. 4 

Sir Arthur arrived in New York 
Monday, accompanied by Hugh 


Quennell, chairman of the board of 
British Lion. Their entire stay will 
be spent in New York, Jarratt leaves 
for home by ship Dec. 26 and Quen- 
nell planes out Dee. 20. 
Jarratt revealed that a significant 
(Continued on page 20) 


Col. Cole, Vet Exhib, 
Scorns Possibility 0 
Video Upsetting Pix 
Milwaukee, Dec. 9. 
Col. H. A. Cole looks with scorn 
upon the possibility of television be- 
coming a competitor to the picture- | 
house business. The colonel thinks | 
that tele will affect boxoffice grosses 
in a sporadic way; that is, when | 
there is a major special event being 
broadcast. But he doesn't see the! 
new medium, even with the novelty | 
factor, causing any dent in theatre 
attendance for any sustained period. 
Cole, one of the country’s oldest 
(Continued on page 71) 


ACTORS’ UNION SHOP 
TILL JULY: DULLZELL 


Washington, Dec. 9. 
Stage, radio and screen actors are 
assured of union shop at least until 
July 1, even if the courts decide the 
Taft-Hartley Act applies to them. 














That opinion was voiced by Paul | 


Dulizell, prexy of the Associated 
Actors & Artistes of America (AFL) 
here last Friday (5). Dullzell was in 
town for the AFL parley of 105 union 
chiefs to establish Labor's Educa- 
tional and Political League. 

The union’s presert contracts carry 


the union shop proVision running to | 


ly 1, and the Taft-Hartley ban on 


stich conditions does not affect con- | 


tracts already in force. 

Thereafter, the entertainers may 
get a legal out under the Taft-Hart- 
Tey Act, since some attorneys take 
the position that legit stage actors 
have never been considered to be in 
interstate commerce and so subject 
fo, Federal labor legislation. 


5 


theatre will close fore 


i week engagement of 
| last night (Monday) at the National 


/ with political dignitaries, 





Miss Hush-Hush 


Washington, Dec. 9. 

The FBI has issued an urgent 
call for any Pacific war veterans 
who think they can identify the 
voice of “Tokyo Rose.” 

The bureau wants to pin a 
treason charge on her, but needs 
supporting evidence from her 
wartime fans. Any vets who 
think they can definitely iden- 
tify her radio voice were urged 
to contact the FBI office nearest 
their homes. 


RKO Rushes Fite 
Pix to Beat Tele | 
Around Country 


RKO pulled a steal on the tele- 
vision industry this week by rush- 
ing its pictures of the Joe Louis- 
Jersey Joe Walcott fight out to thea- 
tres throughout the country within 
36 hours after the final bell sounded. 














| of arousing 


Tele scooped the films, of course, in 
New York, Philadelphia, Schenec- 
tady and Washington, where the 
fight was transmitted live from 


Madison Square Garden Friday (5) 
night. In all other cities, however, 
no films of the fight were televised 


(Continued on page 63) 





Vieni Takes Orchestra 
Seats for ‘Sweethearts’ 


———n 


| basis, 


Blb CAMPAIGN 


By ARTHUR BRONSON 


Broadway showmen are disturbed 
by what they feel is a growing 
lethargy by the public towards the 
legitimate theatre, especially on the 
road, and they propose to do some- 
thing about it. 

An ambitious, long-range plan to 
i sell the legitimate theatre as an in- 
stitution, on a year ‘round, national 
has been approved by the 





| board of governors of the League of 


N. Y. Theatres, organization of 
Broadway legit managers, It will be 
submitted shortly at a special meet- 
ing of the League membership. 

The idea of selling the theatre as 
a whole, instead of plugging indi- 
vidual productions, for the purpose 
interest in the living 
|}drama and to stimulate theatre at- 
tendance everywhere, involves an 
industry-wide job. The commercial 
theatre itself proposes to do it. 

Campaign is to have .the overall 
breadth, on a national scale, of simi- 
lar drives in the past to plug films 
(“Movies Are Your Best Entertain- 
ment’); bread (“Eat More Bread”), 
or such similar moves as the current 
institutional ad campaigns of the 
railroads and electric light and 
power companies in national maga- 
zines. 

Although details are still unset- 
tled, pending their discussion and 
approval by League members, sev- 

(Continued on page 71) 


WB TO PAY OFF COOPER 
FOR 10 PIX OVER 18 YRS. 


Hollywood, Dec. 9. 
Gary Cooper’s new deal with 
Warner Bros., which was signed 
at the end of last week, provides 
that the payments for the 10 pix 








Washington, Dec. 9. . 
Bobby Clark opened 
“Sweethearts” 


audience filled 
including 
| President Truman, Gen. Dwight 
| Eisenhower and Cabinet members. | 
| Show looks sure for solid business | 
| for the length of the run. 

Breaking all precedents, President | 
i Truman and his party of eight sat 


theatre before an 


in the orchestra instead of boxes, all | 


of which were occupied by Secret 
Service men. The President entered 
after the 
the overture had begun, 


delayed five minutes until he was 
seated. 


Sitting directly behind the Presi- | 
back were Gen. 
Eisenhower and his party. The Presi- 


dent three rows 
dent and his possible opponent in the 
1948 elections didn’t exchange any 


greetings or nods. 


WALCOTT’S 5-TO-1 PAYOFF 


When, a couple of weeks back, 
Jersey Joe Walcott went on “We, 
the People,” he coliected $200 for the 
guest shot. 

Last (Tues.) night, Walcott re- 
prised the guest shot. This time he 
‘ pocketed $1,000. 





in a two-! 


house had darkened and | 
in order to | 
avoid any sensation. The curtain was | 


| he will make for the. studio shall 
, be spread out over an 18-year period. 
Contract states that WB may use the 
star in no more than one film a year, 
| but, if it chooses, may take as long 
,as 18 years to use up the 10-pic 
| commitment. 

It's presumed that the studio will 
| hardly take advantage of the latter 
| clause, since it would mean the 
final film would be lensing with 
Cooper at the age of 64. He's now 
46. In any event, the spread-out 
salary payments not only ease his 
tax problem, but practically pro- 
vide him with an old-age pension. 

Pact is non-exclusive and, for the 
next few years, at least, any other 
deals will be only for single pictures. 
It was negotiated for Cooper by his 
attorneys, Prinzmetal & Grant. 


nes 








Tops of the Tops 


Retail Disk Seller 
“Ballerina” 
Retail Sheet Music Selter 
“Near You” 
“Most Requested” Disk 
“Ballerina” 
Seller on Coin Machines 
“Ballerina” 
| British Sheet Seller 
“Now Is the Hour” 
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CHNWIMIEH Mp Fo Networks To Pick Up $3,000,000 


Philly Conventions 





Xmas Shopping 
As to that small item 
Christmas shopping: 


When a man goes into a store 


of 


he knows what he wants, he 
gets it, and gets out. 
A woman goes into a _ store 


to find out what she wants. 


Ranks Olympic 


Freezeout Ignites | 


Anglo-U. S. Scrap’ 


Awarding of exclusive rights to J 
Arthur Rank to film the 1948 Olym- 
pic games in England and the con- 
sequent elbowing of American news- 
reel companies has started something 
in the way of an international fra- 
cas. The five reels will meet this 
week to map joint action against 
handing of a blanket franchise 
to Britain’s ace filmmaker - which 
would mean they’d have to. buy 
the privilege of filming events 
from him.. They claim that the 
games are news events which can't 
be subject to ftanchise restrictions. 

Yank reel toppers sizzled for real 
after a preliminary protest by the 
reels to Avery Brundage, chair- 
man of the U. S. Olympic Commit- 

(Continued on page 2) 


‘Best Years’ Explained 











Washington, Dec. 9 
“Best Years of Our Lives” is now 

being explained to the Russians as a 
warmongering picture. A _ Soviet 
“home service’ breadeast of Radio 
Moscow, monitored by the U. S., 
broke the news last week,in a pro- 
gram which explained that Holly- 
wood is whooping up anti-Soviet 

(Continued on page 63) 


As Warmonger by a 
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A RECORD ALBUM of 


® Christmas Carols 


HOUR OF CHARM 


under the direction of PHIL SPEITALNY 


It's more than six months until 
j the: Republicans and Democrats hold 
| their national conventions. But the 


radio and television interests already 
are in heated huddles and furious 
panes -distance phone consultation in 
what promises to shape into a four- 
lets scrap for listener 
| attention. 


| Best estimates, at this early date, 
jare that the coverage of the two 
| conventions by the four major net- 
works will-cost them, including com- 
| mercial program cancellations, in the 
vicinity of $3,000,000. That's for both 
tele and radio, 

Radio coverage will be the most 
|extensive in peacetime history, with 
| virtually every topflight gabber 

slated for air stints from the Phila- 
i|delphia conclaves. Tele, of course, 
will write history. Every video sta- 
|tion in the country undoubtedly will 
iearry either live. pickups from the 
| scene or specially filmed newsreels. 

A major scrap already is in the 
making for newsreel, tele and tele 
newsreel accommodations in the 
convention hall. Where, four years 
ago and before, only newsreel and 
newspaper photographers had to be 
accommodated, television and tele 
néwsreelers now also are in the 


(Continued on page 32) 


Same Fancy $35 Top On 
New Year’s Eve Though 


e New .Year’s Eve charges in 
New York niteries will be on par 

rith last year, despite the fact that 
business isn’t expected to hold to 
the previous level. There have 
been some reductions in several 
cases, but generally the tariffs are 
same as last year. 

Top cafe charges for the big night 
are expected to come at the plush 
Versailles, where $35 exclusive \f 
tax, will be the tap for a couple. 

The higher charges will prevail 
in the hotel rooms. Maximum of 
$20 will prevail at the Plaza hotel. 


and viewer 











by the 


Orchestra end Choir 





CHARM RECORDS, Inc. 


P. O. Box 40, Radice City Station 
New York 19, N. Y. 
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0 Slots 5006 Yearly For | 
Pix, Radio, Press to Further Aims 


Mexico City, Dec. 9. 

UNESCO conference which closed 
here last week resulted in-a decision 
to appropriate $500,000 yearly for 
the use of films, radio and press. 
Aciually, money allotted for 1948, 
the first year of full operations of 
the Committee on Communications 
Media, is $360,000, to be 
among film, radio and press projects. 

Cash is to. be spent toe further the 


aims of the United Nations and to | 


promote international goodwill. Ap- 


proximately $120,000 will be spent | 
on films directly or otherwise with | 
the purpose of stimulating produc- | 


tion of documentaries and their dis- 
tribution. 

Committee, headed by Sir Henry 
French, has decided in particular to 
promote filmmaking which would 
play up “points of excellence” in 
various countries. In other words, 
Committee will establish a staff to 
suggest ideas to studio execs in UN 
member countries that lend them- 
seves to production. It’s figured 
money spent in stimulating filmmak- 


ing by others will go a@ lot further | 
than if UNESCO itself went into the 


operation. 


As an illustration, committee will | 


propose that U. S, film industry make 
a film depicting maestro Arturo Tos- 
canini as a great man .and tech- 
nian. 


Russia of its Moscow Art Theatre. 


LYTELL INDUCTED AT 





ANNUAL LAMBS GAMBOL 


Bert Lytell was inducted as Shep- 
herd Sunday night (7) at the annual 


Gambols of the Lambs in New York, 4 


amid festivities that included a din- 
ner and entertainment attended by 
some of the top names in show biz. 
Dais included such top brass as Paul 
McNutt, British Ambassador to 
U. S. Lord Imverchapel, Admiral 


Kelly and former New Jersey Gov. | 


Harold H. Hoffman. 

Also on the dais were ex-Shep- 
herds Fred Waring, Raymond Peck, 
William Gaxton and R. H. Burnside. 
Peck, the outgoing Shepherd, pre- 
sided at the induction.. Collies were 
Walter Greaza and Hoffman. 

Those who participated in the 
show following the dinner either as 
performers or scripters of the ma- 
terial, or both, were Fred Hillebrand, 
Senator Ford, Harry Hershfield, Joe 
Laurie, Jr.. George Shelton, Happy 
Felton, Clyde North, Lon Clark, Joe 
Curtin, Walter Greaza, Les Tre- 
‘mayne, Len Doyle, King Calder, 
Jimmy Little, Wilbur Evans, Richard 
Taber, Johnny Kane, Jack Pearl, 
Cliff Hall, John Ravold, Leo Edward, 
Jehn Bratton, Donald Brian, Har- 
land Dixon, Dan Healy, Irving 
Fisher, Smith and Dale, Eddie Miller, 
Roy Atwell, Jack Cherry, Don Lor- 
ing Rodgers, Jack Blair, Eddie Foy, 
Jr., and George M. Cohan, Jr., Harry 
Miller, Don Randolph, Jack Whiting, 
Jehn Hundley, Don Tompkins, Wil- 
liam B. Mack, Leon Janney, Frank 
Fay, Adam Carroll and the orch un- 
der John McManus’ direction. 

Lep Solomon handled the tickets, 
which sold out twoe days after they 
were put on sale: 


Swords at 50 Paces 
For Guitry and Foe 


Paris, Dec. 2. 

Though unlikely to be fought, a 
duel between Sacha Guitry and 
Henri Jeanson, screen writer and 
critic, has been in the talking stage, 
especialiy by the former, as resuit 
of their controversy in the press. 
Guitry went so far as to send 
seconds to Jeanson to ask for sat- 
isfaction. 

Jeanson has slammed Guitry in 
articles lately, while in his memoirs, 
“Quatre Annees d'Occupation,” 
Guitry has shown Jeanson in a very 
unfavorable light. 

For a long time Jeanson was the 
life of the satirical paper, Canard 
Enchaine. He is also prexy of the 
scenarists group. As such he was 
sued by Roger Richebe recently 
because Richebe had been sus- 
pended at the scenarist’s request for 
alleged _ collaboration. Richebe 
claimed that Jeanson was respon- 
sible for it, after Richebe held an 
official picture administration job in 
the Petain regime. Richebe is a 
picciucer. He just lest his fight in 
court after a decision was rendered 
that Jeanson was acting as prexy of 
the scenarists and not for his own 

account 





+ 


divided | 


Britain may be asked to film | 
the growth of its ballet theatre and | 


i 





It’s Different Now 

A Broadway agent and his 
client, who decided to duce 
a play together, sat down for & 
confab. After the partnership 
was formed and’:the papers all 
signed, the agent tufned “to his 
ex-client and -said: “Son, now 
that you're my partner, for the 
sake of the business, let me give 
you a little advice. For God's 
sake, don’t let anybody do to you 
what I've been doing to you for 





WINCHELL, ‘FINIAN’S’ 
WIN EBONY PLAQUES 


Chicago, Dec, 9. 
Annual awards to the film, play, 
book and radio program voted as 
doing the most to improve inter- 
racial understanding have been in- 
stituted by Ebony, Negro pic mag. 
Bronze plaques for 1947 go to 


“Crossfire,” “Kingsblood Royal,” 
“Finian’s Rainbow” and Walter 
Winchell, 








Filipino Pic Players 
Set for H’wood Film 


Manila, Dee. 9% 
Pacita Francisco and Rogelio de 
'la Rosa, Filipino film players planed 
|\to Hollywood last week to start 


286th WEEK! 
KEN MURRAY’S 


“BLACKOUTS OF 1947” 








the past five years.” 
Joey Adams | 


| 


‘COKE-BILLINGSLEY BACK | 
LILLIPUTS’ CUB PARTIES 


By PEGGY LeBOUTILLIER 

A piquant commentary on life in | 

| America (top drawer) is the birth of | 

|Cub Parties and its budding impact | 
lon child life. 

Cub Parties plan to be the Elsa 
Maxwell of the lilliputs. The Cubs | 
| are three, all in their early twenties, 
| all tres photogenique. Two are So- 
cia] Register heiresses, Leila D. B. 
Hadley and Susanna A. Holt. One, 
Julia Smith, is Vassar scholarship | 
and associate editor of a national | 
| monthly. 

From their blue-stocking office in 
New. York’s. East 70’s and their 
Rhin-telephone, they deliver (and 
manage) the basic necessities fer | 
| children’s parties to any desperate | 
mother or child-loving commercial | 
| outfit. 

Simple entertainment includes: a 
toothless lion, a talking dog, chim- 
panzees, other rope-climbers, and of 
course, a cub on his hind legs. 
Decorations: helium balloons, people 
dressed as animals, Kipling blow-ups 
in papier-mache. Pavors of the 
more conservative variety: puppies, 
“live” Jack Horner pies, Madame 
| Eva cakes, trick-shop jokes. Trans- 
portation to and fro ig Via victoria 
and sleigh. | 

Cub parties’ announcement, gilt- 
engraved just like a deb ball invi- | 
tation, was sent to advertising agen- 
cies, film publicists, big biz prexys, 
columnists. It brought tangible in- 
:quiries from toy, bubblegum, soap 
j}and perfume manufacturers. Plus 
| the great god coke. Coca-Cola 
, Won, For the premiere, Coke's 
Steve Hannegan is landing his spe- 
cialized helping hand and Sherman 
(Stork Club) Billingsley is offering 
his Cub Room and knowledge of 
edibies. American History has 
donated Thanksgiving. 

And last, and perhaps least, the 
United Nations are supplying the 
purpose: children. Children of 55 
countries who will now be able to 
enjoy, in capsule form, the delights 
of two great institutions: the Stork 
Club, local, and Coca-Cola, interna- 
tional. : 


Dublin House Showing 
Wedding Pic Is Bombed 


Dublin, Dec. 9. 

Carlton cinema, 2,000-seater indie 
house in O'Connell street, city’s main 
thoroughfare, was damaged by a 
letterbox bomb, in the early hours 
last Thursday (4) morning. Explo- 
sive was pushed through letter-slot 
in street shutters fronting the build- 
ing, whieh was empty at the time. 
Glass was shattered in the vestibule 
but otherwise damage was slight. 
House opened as usual. 

Program. was a double feature, 
“Why Girls Leave Home” and 
“Blackie and the Law,” plus the 
Pathe two-reeler of Princess Eliza- 
beth’s wedding. Bomb planting may 
have been a protest against the last- 
named although four other houses in 
the immediate neighborhood have 
been showing films of the Royal 
Wedding without incident. 


























Sues on Dolly Sis Story 
Chicago, Dec. 9. 
Klari Dolly, daughter of the late 
| Jenny Dolly, one of famed Dolly 
| Sisters, sued her foster father, Ber- 
nard W. Vinisky, for $1,666.66 in Chi 
municipal court last week. Sum, she | 
asserts, represents the third she and 
her sister, Manzcie, were each prom- | 
ised by Vinisky in return for aid | 
on a story about the Dolly Sisters. | 
Vinisky reportedly sold the story for 
$5,000 to Irving Netcher, who, in 
, turn, sold it to 20th-Fox, which pro- | 
duced the film, “Dolly Sisters. 
Hearing was set for Dec. 15. 





| hearing for weeks about the wow 


E! Capitan Theatre, Hollywood, Cal. 
Wateh for KEN MURRAY'S new 
produetion 


| work on Eagle Lion's “The Avenger.” 
|Chesen Miss Luzon in this year’s 








Keature rom yr g abe coo” | national beauty contest, Miss Fran- 

Released through Republic Pictures | cisco will play opposite de la Rosa, 
— ———— topflight male star. 

; With Sidney Salkow directing, 

BERLE ‘ROASTMASTERS forthcoming picture is believed to 

be the first major romantic film 

featuring leading Filipino screen 


SHINDIG FOR SINATRA 


Non - Hollywoodians been 


personalities. 


Cantor’s 4th Drive For 





have 


Friars Club dinner to Bab Hope , . 
which George Jessel toastmastered Vets Xmas Gifts Set 
on the Coast. And while Milton Eddie Cantor has launched his 
Berle’s “roastmastering” of Frank} fourth annual campaign for Christ- 
Sinatra at a Friars Club luncheon | mas gifts for hospitalized vets. This 
in New York last Friday (5) was | year, as in former seasons, campaign 
not in the nature of an intersec-/|is being carried out in cooperation 
tional challenge, many agreed that | with the National Retail Dry Goods 
Jessel’s performance on the celery | Assn, which will plug the campaign 
circuit couldn’t have been more bril- |} in newspaper and magazine ads as 
liant. For Berle was in peak per- | well as provide ballyhoo with special 
formance. Being a stag affair. the booths set up to collect the Christmas 
language was naturally more lurid | presents. 

but none could dispute the humor. Campaign will also get 

Jessel was also on the rostrum, | operation of the American 
as Abbott of the Hollywood Friars,| AL Auxiliary, 
and Berle as Abbot of the New | Veterans. 
York Friars gave him full kudos. The drive will retain as its slogan 
Just as genuine was the turnout to; “Give a Gift to a Yank who Gave.” 
honor Sinatra. 

The fun ran high and the intra- 
Broadway gags were many. Some- | 
body wanted to know why Mike | 
Todd was at the head table and Lou | 
Walters wasn't—“Walters lost just | 


as much at ginrummy as Todd.” | tee got exactly nowhere. The col- 
Songsmith Danny Shapiro vocalized joquy between Brundage in Omaha 
a “Gin Rummy Blues” dedicated to | and -film ‘execs heated up the 
all Friars on both coasts. Solly | wires when the former justified the 
Violinsky bragged he had laid off | reported deal on the ground that 
under four presidents (“and one of | there was precedent in the action of 


them, you know, held four terms”) | the Germans during the 1936 Berlin 
observed, however, that compared to | Olympics. 
me Al Lackey is a slave.” | Brundage was referring to the ap- 
Jessel, in saluting the venerable | pointment of Leni Riefenstal, film 
Max Hart, recalled when the latter | : 
was the kingpin agent of America| ang then reportedly Hitler’s gi 
and handled all the blackface co- | friend, as head of Olympic film ac- 
medians ‘Jolson, Cantor, ete.). Jes- | tivities with exclusive rights to 
sel added he once admonished Hart, | shorts and features derived from the 
“You won't be happy until you're | games. Filmites argued with 
the only straight man in America.” | Brundage that even in that instance 
Cracks about Pegler and Lee | yank newsreel cameramen were free 
Mortimer were naturals in view of |to shoot clips of the games since Miss 


the guest of honor but Sinatra | piefenstal’s mor.opoly did t s 
turned a serious note by saluting | tend to news. east ercestextdien 


his personal guest, John Quinlan,}| paramount, for one, has in- 


himself a former concert singer and | structed its London office to enter a 
Tri >" 

now The Voice's vocal coach. protest with the British committee. 

_ Tin Pan Alley was out in force, | Other companies are expected to 

in tribute to Sinatra, one of its top \take parallel action. A letter, under 


plugs, and Berle observed that he | tne gj . , 
too is a half-caste songwriter “but | ee Sao on rae 


: ‘shorts subject sales manager 
right now I owe ASCAP four | ¢ dcinn 
points.” Phil Silvers. Ken Kling, | orwarded to Brundage asking for 


|{“equal privileges with all other 
Myron Cohen and Harry Hershfield ‘agencies who intend to cover the 


were others who did their stuff Olympi ” 

: ages ympic games. 
m Bill Brandell and Alan Corelli; “The matter isso unusual in the 
andled the shindig which, because annals of Olympic game history,” 
of its surprising click. should be- |Morgan’s letter said, “and so obvi- 
come at least a bi-monthly affair, ously unfair, we feel it only right 





the co- 
Legion, 
and Disabled War 











Rank’s Freezeout 


Continued from page 1 








many agreed. Abel. [and proper to enter our strong ob- 
jection. We cannot conceive that 

MISTINGUETT IN LONDON the British Olympic Committee could 
London, Dec. 9. possibly foresee the full effect of so 


Mistinguett, . supported by Lino 
Carenzio, made her English debut 
at the Casine theatre yesterday 
(Monday ). 

Star suffered a nervous breakdown 
during the third number of the show 
but returned to finish the perform- 
ance to a sympathetic, fulsome re- 
ception. 


completely commercializing the 
photographic rights of the Olympic 
games—especially those in 1948, the 
first since the war—particularly be- 
cause the Olympic games are not 
only supposed to represent competi- 
| tion between amateur athletes of the 
different countries, but to cement 
good relations and bring the coun- 
tries closer together. I am also pre- 
suming that the British Olympic 
Committee does not have the indi- 
vidual right to allow the photo- 
graphic privileges to be tied up or 
contracted for by any one individual 
or company, and that such rights ac- 





Kay Campbell 
finds 
“‘Hollywood More 
Than Ever Going for 
Those Tieups”’ 


* 


member,” 
“We are not contending that we 
want something for nothing,” Mor- 











* * 


actress highly regarded by the Nate | 
r 


Edwards’ ‘Hush’ 
Contest May Have 
Run Its Course 


Hollywood, Dee. 9. 
Ralph Edwards, “Truth or Con- 

sequences” emcee, isn’t sure whether 

there'll be another “Hush” contest. 


| Anyway, there won't be one till next 





season. ‘If it cam be made to sérve a 
| useful purpose or worthy cause, he’s 
jall for it, but just for the sake of 


|hypoing the show, he’d rather fore- 
go it. 

Not that Edwards, or sponsor 
Procter & Gamble, aren't completely 
'gratified with the payoff Saturday 


|night, but he prefers entertainment 
\to giveaways on show. Now that he’s 
}exhausted Mr., Mrs. and Miss Hush, 
there’s been some speculation on 
where to go from here. Should he 
decide to repeat the stunt next year 
for the March of Dimes, or some 
other charity, he’s practically de- 
cided on whese voice would be next. 

Right now it’s a tossup between 
Mr. and Mrs., as one family head, 
and Baby Hush. There are also 
|Grandma and Grandpa to be reck- 
;oned with. Due to the time element, 
ithe “Miss” contest yielded fewer 
dimes that “Mrs.” last February, but 
the infantile paralysis fund will still 





get a check for about $350,000. Last 
time it was $543,000. 
Contest just closed drew 717,000 


pieces of mail with an average cdo- 
nation of 50e as against 920,€°" let- 
ters in February. Current est 
set two records, however, the jail 
hitting 115,006 on one day for a new 
high, breaking its record next day 
with 145,000. Reuben H. Dennelly 
Co., which handled the mail, and 
performs that function for all ma- 
jor contests, declared that the mail 
|pull those two days was an all-time 
record for mail contests, 


For the eight weeks the contest 
ran, Edwards will be out of pocket 
around $16,000. Just how much the 
Texas housewife who tabbed Mar- 
tha Graham will be taxed by the 
Government for the $20,150 in mer- 
chandise prizes, still isn’t known. It 
will be figured later in the week 
when she arrives to appear on the 
airer. Likely she'll be nicked on 
some items not taken care of by 
donors, 


Edwards explained how the Gra- 
ham name was chosen. Names sub- 
mitted by his five writers were dis- 
carded. At a Dallas party, someone 
mentioned her name. It didn't ring 
a bell at first but later it kept havint- 
ing him, so he phoned Miss Graham, 
and got her Okay to go ahead. He 
worked out the riddle on a plane 
back to Hollywood. Contest started 
on next airer. 


‘ 








Government Wants Share 


Washington, Dee. 9. 

| Bureau of Internal Revenue de- 
clared itself “in” on the $20,000 “Miss 
Hush” boodle ‘won by Mrs. Ruth A. 
Subbie, of Fort Worth, the govern- 
ment boys estimating that their par- 
ticular “widow’s mite” of the coin 
would be about $5,000. 


Since the awards are in merchan- 
idise, this meant that Mrs. Subbie 
| might have to sell some of her prizes 
to keep out of clutches of that tax 
collector man. 


Alexis Smith, Stevens, 


Young in From Eng. 
Delayed a day by heavy weather, 
the Queen Mary is scheduled to ar- 
rive in New York today (Wed.) with 
a complement of film players re- 
turning from Britain's Command 
Performance. They include Alexis 
Smith and her husband, Craig Ste- 
vens, as well as Loretta Young, who 
was hospitalized briefly for a minor 
operation during her London stay. 
Robert Montgomery, who also ap- 
peared at the CP, returned last week 
aboard the America and is now on 
the Coast casting “Come Be My 
Love,” his next independent film for 


! 








_U-I release. Bob hope planed in ear- 
crue to the World Olympic Commit- | lier fronr London, his wife coming 
tee, of which, of course, you are aback by boat several days later. 


Also listed among the Mary's in- 


,coming passengers are film and legit 
| comedienne Gracie Fields and Metro 
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gan said further. “I am sure you ap- contract player, Linda Christian, who 
preciate that coverage of the Olym- j is returning from a European vaca- 
pic games per se will entail great | tion of several months. Among those 
expense to Paramount Newsreei and | sailing on the Cunard liner tomor- 
other U. S. newsreel companies.” row (Thurs.) are Sir Henry French, 
It's reported that Britain was hard | director-general of the British Film 
pressed for cash to finance the Producers Assn., and RKO producer 
games and that Rank made a sub-; William Pereira. Latter will survey 
Stantial donation. to the British | locations in England for the forth- 
Olympie Committee. In return, he|coming Rank-RKO “The Canta’ 














received exclusive film rights, Was a Lady” 
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PIX SET TO GO ON TELEREELS 





SHOW BIZ IN 


THE MIDDLE 


It seems a far cry from Petrillo to Communism but show busi- 
ness is caught in the middle of a situation where Uncle Sam 
unwittingly is the heavy. The admittedly now obsolete Copyright 
Act of 1909 has squeeze-played the music-radio and allied phases 
of the entertainment industry in an unwelcome showdown with 


the American Federation of Musicians. 


And Washington’s tardi- 


ness in ruling on Communism has likewise done a disservice to 


Hollywood. 
On the issue of Communism, 


however, there is strong likeli- 


hood that Congress will move fast and that within two months 


there will be an official pronounc 
munist Party and/or any of its 


ement whether or not the Com- 
tentacles become legally tabu. 


Thus it would automatically solve and resolve the Red issue not 


only in Hollywood but border-to- 


border. The fact that the pic- 


ture business was compelled to take the initiative may, in a very 
short time, emblazon the industry’s move as a trail-blazer where 


now, in certain quarters, there still exists an air of doubt. 


It’s 


axiomatic of Americans that national catastrophe is the great 


uniter. 


We saw it in this war just past and in previous wars, and 


seemingly it’s essential in a “cold war.” 


As regards Petrillo and his claims for his musicians, there is 
no question that our Congressional solons 40 years ago could 
never foresee the effects and the impact of the rapidly developing 
type of electronics which are so dominant today, not only in 


America but in mass entertainment the world over. 


The Taft- 


Hartley Act further complicated the foyalty technique into union 


coffers, and so show business is 


which only official Governmental ukase can correct. 


in an unenviable squeeze play 
Revision of 


the 1909 Copyright Act to conform with mid-20th century science 
and development is the solution. 


But it looks like the Reds will get first D. C. consideration. Even 


though both issues, for the time 
show biz more into the red. 


being anyway, may be pushing 
- Abel. 





Sears Warns That UA Will Fight To 
Block Any ‘Abdicating Producers 





Court action against Enterprise, 
the Cagnéy brothers, Howard Hawks 
and any other producer who fails 
to live up to the letter of his contract 
with United Artists was threatened 
yesterday (Tuesday) by prexy Grad 
Sears in a biting statement on the 
status of the company. Also threat- 
ened with legal action was Warner 
Bros., which recently made a dis- 
tribution deal with the Cagneys. 

Sears’ fist-swinging was engen- 
dered by unfavorable reports con- 
eerning UA’s financial and internal 
condition which he attributed to 
“self-seeking story-spreading 
competitors.” Also behind it are 
moves by various indies to ditch 
their contracts with the company— 
already critically short of product 
—in order to release elsewhere. 

Sears’ statement follows: 

“It is not the custom of United 
Artists’ management to dignify the 
industry’s fishwives by answering 
rumors, gossip and maligning. The 
*‘Have-you-heard-that——’ boys, like 
taxes, are always with us. 

‘Recently, however, the unsolicited 
and unwelcome attention of the in- 
dustry has been directed at our com- 

(Continued on page 22) 


GOLDWYN BRITISH TRIP 
OFF, SETS COAST FILM 


Samuel Goldwyn has called off 
the trip to England on which he was 
to depart from New York Friday 
(12). Instead, he will return to the 
Coast next Monday (15) to begin 
work on another picture. He had 
planned to spend Christmas, as he 
did last year, with his son, who 
works for J. Arthur Rank. 

Producer, who came east about six 
weeks ago, shut down his studio op- 
erations following completion of 
Danny Kaye’s “A Song Is Born,” 
with the idea of staying in New 
York — execpt for three weeks in 
England — until about March 15. 
Change of mind resulted from the 
feeling the present time is not pro- 
pitious for a layoff. 

Three members of Goldwyn’s staff 
will accompany him west. They are 
Lew Kerner, talent director; Max 
Wilkinson, in charge of writers, and 
Bernie Smith, story editor. Pat Dug- 
gan, talent and story v.p., has set up 
headquarters in New York and will 
remain éast permanently. 

Producer hopes to have the next 
pic before the cameras by April® He 
has four scripts in work and the first 
one ready will go. They are “Take 
Three Tenses,” “Secrets,” “Billion 
Dollar Baby” and “Earth and High 
Heaven.” 











Roughing It De Luxe 

Economy is really catching on. 
Baskets to be distributed to Par- 
amount’s board of directors at 
their private annual Christmas 
party is to be filled with chew- 
ing gum and counter candies of 
the inexpensive type. 

For the past few years, bas- 
kets were generally loaded with 
Seotch, bourbon, imported wines 
and the like. 


Report Matty Fox 
Exiting U for His 
Own Businesses 


Matty Fox is stepping out of his 
post as exec veepee of Universal 
with his resignation effective as of 
Dec. 31, according to reliable reports. 
(Fox was home ill yesterday (Tues.) 
and couldn’t be reached for confir- 
mation). He’s dropping his top- 
drawer duties with U to devote his 
time to other interests including U’s 
16m _ subsid, United World Pictures, 
of which he’s board chairman. 


Among Fox’s multitudinous out- 
side interests is his ownership of the 
World Export & Import Co. He also 
directs the activities of Vitavision 
Co., holder of practically all three- 
dimensional photography patents, 
besides having a hand in both the 
diamond cutting and plastic busi- 
nesses. 

UWP is getting set to release a 
series of 86 two-reel geographical 
films, “Your World and Mine,” which 
Louis de Rochemont is producing. 
Vitavision recently splurged into a 
nationwide campaign to license tri- 
dimension rights to stores and com- 
mercial studios. 

As part of his chores at U, Fox 
supervised the company’s economy 
program following the British snarl. 
Reportedly, he’s ankling his Univer- 
sal job to save the company his sub- 
stantial salary since, with the profits 
from his outside activities, most of 
it is eaten up in Federal income 
taxes 











DE MILLE’S SLICING 
Hollywood, Dec. 9. 
Cecil B. De Mille entered Cedars 
of Lebanon hospital for minor 
surgery. 





{OUIS-WALCOTT 
CAPPING CLIMAX 


A full-scale invasion of television’s 


| . . ° ° 
| domain by major film companies is 





nearing, according to persistent re- 
ports in trade circles. The move- 
ment, 
initial shape in the formation 
television newsreel companies by a 
number of the big companies. That 
action’s been bruited for some time. 
It’s nay taken a terrific stimulation 
from the tremendous video audience 
that watched last week’s Joe Louis- 
Jersey Joe Walcott boxing match, 
estimated at between  750,000-1,- 
000,000. 


Growth of. tele has now upped 
the value of newsreels as broadcast 
fodder terrifically. Indicating their 
current value, understood that Para- 
mount was recently offered a total 
of $1,500,000 for the tele rights to 
its newsreels for a_ three-year 
stretch. Proposal was made by a 
national sponsor who wanted to put 
on a. two-per-week program over 
a number of stations. Under the 
terms of the offer, Par would have 
been paid $250,000 the first year; 
$500,000, the second; and $750,000 
the third. 


Preposition was nixed on the 
ground it would have competed 
with theatres. Par, however, has 
been persistently reported consider- 
ing establishment of a_ separate 
newsreel tele company to handle 
clips on spot events. Should it go 
through, newsreel company catering 
to theatres would probably swing 
into magazine type issues. 

Other Bids to Majors 


Metro, it’s said, has instructed its 
News Of The Day toppers to take 
steps in organizing an independent 
tele-reel outfit. M-G’s officials 

(Continued on page 24) 


Audience Research On 
‘Crossfire’ a Cue to Pix 


Biz on Similar Films 


Answering widespread doubts and 
fears about the social impact of 
Hollywood’s handling of the con- 
troversial anti-Semitic theme _ in 
such pictures as “Crossfire” and 
“Gentleman’s Agreement,” a recent- 
ly concluded survey of audience re- 
action to “Crossfire” reveals that the 





1 film gained wide approval in all 


segments of the population. Non- 
industry sponsored, the study was 
made under the supervision of Dr. 
Louis E. Raths, director of research 
of the New York University School 
of Education, and Frank Trager, na- 
tional program director of the Anti- 
Defamation League of B’nai B'rith. 

Based upon samplings from a high 

(Continued on page 10) 
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‘Big 4s Appeal Briefs Indicate 


Acceptance of Competitive Bidding 
[f-It Means Saving Their Theatres 


# The Big Five's briefs for the U. S. 
Supreme Court, now in the polish- 
ing stage, throw the works at theatre 
divorcement and the Government's 
counter-proposal of a _ cross-licens- 
ing ban, but reserve only a half-slap, 
half-pat for competitive bidding, 
bans on price fixing and block book- 
ing, and other provisions of the cur- 
rent decree. The quintet (with the 
possible exception of Paramount) 
have retreated to a legal line which 
recognizes the value of the decree's 
Sales provisions while launching an 
all-out attack on divestiture. 
Contrary to the bitter assault 
competitive bidding which the Little 
Three is lining up, Big Five briefs 
| See plenty of virtues in the system. 
| What’s' apparent throughout the 
arguments is a willingness by the 











SIMPP Rejects 
Donald Nelson's 


Resignation Move 


Hollywood, Dec. 9. 

Donald Nelson’s resignation. as 
prexy of the Society of Independent 
Motion Picture Producers was 
promptly tossed back at him by 
SIMPP'’s exec committee, it has been 
learned. Committee was not gentle, 
either, in the words it used in re- 
jecting continued efforts by the for- 
mer War Production Board and 
Sears Roebuck exec to get out from 
under the SIMPP load. 

Whether the committee’s harsh 
words and insistence will have the 
effect of keeping Nelson active on 
the SIMPP'’s behalf, or whether he'll 
just refuse to continue, is yet to be 
resolved. Society prez has been in 

(Continued on page 10) 





Selznick’s Coast Return 

David O. Selznick, who has been 
in New York for the past two weeks, 
is slated to return to the Coast to- 
morrow (Thursday). Paul MacNam- 
ara, Selznick v.p. in charge of pub- 
licity and advertising, returned to 
Hollywood yesterday. 


Selznick was in New York to 
spend Thanksgiving with his sons 
arid see “Streetcar Named Desire” 
which his estranged wife, Irene, 
produced. 








National Boxoffice Survey 
Xmas Shopping Slows Down Biz—‘Dolphin,’ ‘Mitty,’ 


‘Life,’ ‘Unconquered 


Early arrival of Christmas shop- | 


ping season is putting a dent in the 
national boxoffice this week, with | 
every key covered by Variety suf- 
fering declines of varying intensity. 
From N. Y. to San Francisco, most 
exhibitors are merely coasting, and 
hoping to get by with holdovers and 
extended-runs rather than launching 


new product before Christmas day. | 


“Green Dolphin Street’ (M-G) is 


| pacing the field for the second week 





in a row, but even the total busi- 
ness of this picture is off consider- 
ably from Thanksgiving week. “Wal- 
ter Mitty’ (RKO) and “Where 
There’s Life” (Par) again are fight- 
ing it out for second position, with 
the former winning out. A week 
ago “Life” copped second. 

Others in the Big Six are “Un- 


conquered” (Par), “Had To Be You” 
(Col) and “Body and Soul” (UA). 
‘This is a vast advance for “Had To 


Be,” and was achieved via a rous- 
ing session in Washington, leader- 
ship in Denver albeit mild weeks in 
Philadelphia and N. Y. 
“Runners-up, evenly split as to ac- 
tual revenue, include “Golden Ear- 
rings” (Par), “This Time for Keeps” 
(M-G), “Exile” (U), “Out of Blue” 


» ‘Had to Be’ Pace Field 


(EL) and “Out of Past” (RKO). 
| “Exile” (U)™ looks like a comer, 
based on business being done this 
tera 

Of the newcomers this round, 
| “Good News” (M-G) appears fairly 


promising as judged by a good week | 


jat N. Y. Music Hall, even if not} 
smash. “Past” also looks a strong | 
entry, being leader in Cincinnati, 
/nice on second N. Y. week and 
sturdy in San Francisco. “Capt. 
Boycott” (U) is rated mild both in 
N. Y. and Los Angeles although | 


drawing nice notices in former city. 

“So Well Remembered” (RKO) is 
doing okay currently in Cincy. “Es- 
cape Me Never” 
dull outside of N. Y. as when it was 
at the Strand, being mild in St. 
Louis. thin in Indianapolis and slow 
in Frisco. “Northwest Outpost” is 
racking up a fancy session in Provi- 
dence. 

“Unconquered” (Par), big in Los 
Angeles on initial holdover stanza, | 
looks fine in Minneapolis and Bos- 
;ton and okay in Detroit on extended 
,Tun date. 


(Complete Boxoffice Reports 
on Pages 14-16) 


(WB) is proving as | 


theatre-owning majors to accept the 
Statutory court’s book of rules pro- 
viding it’s recognized by the high 
court that the need for divorcement 
is thereby eliminated. 


After a mild tut-tut because of the 
novelty of the new selling rules, the 
Big Five maintain that these 
judicially improvised practices will 
remove any taint of monopoly which 
may have heretofore affected the film 
business. Such common exhib com- 
plaints as being deprived of product, 
of being forced to inferior run posi- 
tion or subject to inordinately long 
clearances are no longer possible un- 
der the new decree, integrated com- 
panies argue in their briefs. 

Competitive bidding gives the in- 
die the same advantages as an af- 
filiate, briefs claim. Since that’s so, 

(Continued on page 25) 


FINN GETS HAYWORTH 
PIX RIGHTS TILL 1977 


Hollywood, Dec. 9. 
Arvo Himberg, Finnish exhibitor, 
closed a deal with Columbia for 
firstrun rights in Finland on all Rita 
Hayworth films “for the next 30 
years.” In case she retires in the 
meantime, he said, he wants to run 
Hayworth starrers over and over. 
In addition to his chore as presi- 
dent of Astor Films of Helsinki, 
Himberg is chairman of Finland’s 
Olympic Games Committee, and is 
here to gander athletese as well as 
pictures. 
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More Great ‘Producers 
Mean More Great ‘Productions 
From ‘Paramount 


For some time Paramount has made more of 
the year’s top 50 boxoffice pictures than any 
other company. Instrumental in this achieve- 
ment, of course; were Paramount’s show-wise 
studio management and its brilliant array of 
production and direction talent. . 


Recently this industry-topping staff has been 
augmented by some of the most notable names 
in the current annals of screen entertainment. 
Now it has been still further strengthened by the 


addition of two of the most famous makers of 
famous motion pictures—the kind of pictures 
that have brought new patronage to your 
theatre and new prestige to this industry. 


We doubt if any such roster of top talent in 
this crucial creative field has ever been as- 
sembled on one studio lot. Here is picture- 
making power so overwhelming that it can 
make every Paramount picture one of the top 
50 pictures of any year. 
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A PARAMOUNT WELCOME To 


Leo McCarey 


Winner of 3 Academy Awards for “Going My Way” 
and producer, director and author of “The Bells of 
St. Mary’s” and director of “Ruggles of Red Gap” 


Norman Z. McLeod 


Director of “The Secret Life of Walter Mitty,” “Pen- 
nies From Heaven” and the recently completed Para- 
mount productions “Road to Rio” and “The Paleface” 












































And Rainbow Productions 


with all its important pictures and other assets. 
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Hollywood Peace or War Depends 


Strictly on the 3 Talent Guilds 


-Hollywood, Dec. 9. *% 


Peace or war in Hollywood over 
the film industry’s current purge of 
leftist personnel is hanging in the 
balance as three top talent unions— 
the Screen Actors Guild, Screen Di- 
rectors Guild and Screen Writers 
Guild—lined up this week to formu- 
late their separate policies. 

At meetings of the SWG and SAG 
exec boards yesterday (Monday), it | 
was not disclosed what policy was | 
adopted on the drive against Com- | 
munism although the question was 
discussed. Both boards also con- | 
sidered participation of the Guilds | 
in the all-industry public relations | 
committee to whip up favorable opin- | 
ion for the motion picture industry. | 

SWG is planning to hold a gen- | 
eral membership meeting Dec. 15 at 
which time any plan on either topic 
will be put to a full vote for con-| 
certed acceptance or rejection. Ii's 
unlikely, hewever, that SAG will 
call a mass meeting for similar ac- 
tion, due to its large membership. 
Exec board of the Screen Directors | 
is holding a meeting tonight (Tues- 
day) to thrash out its attitude. 

Following the Guild conferences, | 
the plans call for a general meeting | 
of Guilds and studio executives, the 
object of which is to present a unit- 
ed defense against Hollywood’s nu- 
merous critics. 

Meanwhile there is opposition to 
the plan from extremists on both 
sides. The leftists are still fighting 
for the cause of the five “unfricnd- 
ly witnesses” who have been lopped | 
off the studio payrolls. Last of the 
five were Dalton Trumbo and Lester 
Cole, writers, who got the axe at 
Metro. They were suspended with 
the following statement: 

“Notice of suspension of employ- 
ment. was sent to Dalton Trumbo 
and Lester Cole by Metro-Goldwyn- 
Mayer studios, in accordance with | 
the industry’s statement recently | 
outlined in New York by Eric John- 
ston, president of the Motion Picture 
Association.” _ 

While the other three were sum- 
marily dismissed, Trumbo and Cole | 
were merely “suspended,” but 
Metro's spokesman declared the word | 
“suspension” provided a “different | 
method of proceeding” and taat | 
there was no difference in the ends 
reached. Trumbo and Cole promised 
a legal battle. 








Civil Liberties Union 


} 


Raps Exhibs’ Bowing 
To Pressure Groups 


Attacking the undue influence of 
unoffical censorship bodies, Ameri- 
can Civil Liberties Union is pro- 
testing the action of the Erlanger 
theatre, Philadelphia, and the Loew’s | 
circuit in New York in their with- 
drawal of “The Outlaw” and “Mon- 
sieur Verdoux.” In letters to the 
theatre execs signed by Roger Bald- 
win, ACLU director, 
counsel Arthur Garfield Hays, cx- 
hibs were lashed for yielding to 
private pressure groups opposed to 
these particular films. 


The Union said that while it did) 
not question the “right of any groun | 
of citizens to express their opposi- 


tion” by boycott or picketing, ac- 
ceptance of such views depr‘ves 
those who do not share them of the 
right to see any such films. It added 
that “minority pressures of this sort 
do not reflect the interests of the 
general movie-going public.” 


AFL’S IATSE JOINS 
IN FIGHT ON T-H LAW 


Part of an overall American F'cd- 
eration of Labor setup, the Inicr- 
national Alliance of Theatrical Sto<ec 
Employees will enter the national 
political scene in 1948. Following 2 
meeting in Weshington over last 
weekend (6-7) a.tended by 105 AFL 
officials, Richard F. Walsh, IA prez, 
was appointed to the administration 
committee of the newly organized 
Labor Education and _ Political 
League which will fight the Taft- 





Hartley bill and other anti-labor 
legislation. 
Along with other AFL unions, 


IATSE is assessing each of its 46.000 
members $1 apiece to finance the 
political setup. Half of the coin will 
go to the national office and the 
other half will be retained by the 
IA, which is setting up local com- 
mittees to operate along parallel 
lines. 


| ducer, 
| who were given the gate and the 


and general | 





Rep. Defends H’ wood 


Washington, Dec. 9. 

Defense of the industry from 
charges of Un-Americanism was 
placed in the Appendix of the 
Congressional Record last week 
by Rep. Chet Holifield, Los An- 
geles New Dealer. 

Pointing to the attacks by the 
House Un-American © Activities 
Committee, Holifield commented 
that “I feel I must rise to the 
defense of an industry and an 
art that has contributed so much 
to selling the Ameriean way of 
life to the entire world.” 


Indies Eye ‘lV But 
Reprisals Feared 











Number of indie producers have | 


expressed interest during the past 
week in acquiring the services of the 
10 Hollywoedites blackballed by the 
industry during the past two weeks 
for refusing to testify as to their 
political faith before the House Un- 
American Committee. Indies are 
fearful, however, that hiring the 
men might bring reprisals from d's- 
tribs and affiliated circuits in book- 
ing their films, or trouble with their 
banks. 

There are a number of reasons 
why the independent producers are 
interested in the services of the pro- 
director and three writers 


five other writers cited for contempt 
but who weren’t under contract to a 
studio at this time. One of the rea- 
sons is that they are sympathetic to 
the plight of the men, as are other 
industryites below the top echelon. 

Another reason is that it gives 
some of the not-so-well-heeled in- 
dies, they think, the possibility of 
hiring men who have topnotch pro- 
fessional ratings at considerably 
less than their regular fees. 

There has been much quiet dis- 
cussion among the indies of the 
possible reactions by the majors 
and by the public to their hiring 
any of the 10. They feel that the 
public will little remember by the 
time that a film that’s written now 
hits the screen some 12 to 18 months 
hence. 

They do fear, however, that ‘there 
might- be more or less subtle re- 


‘prisals from the distribs: and the 


houses they control and also possibly 
from the banks on which they must 
cepend for production loans. There’s 
a strong possibility, however, that 
some of the men may find jobs with 
the indies in a few months. 

The five fired. or suspended in- 
clude Adrian Scott, producer: Ed- 
ward Dmytryk, director, and Dalton 
Trumbo, Lester 
Lardner, Jr., writers. 


MPA SCORES SOVIET 
ATTACK ON U.S. PIX 


Washington, Dec. 9. 

Motien Picture Assn, today lashed 
back at the Russians in answer to 
Moscow's blast against Hollyweod, 
which had coupled a call to filmites 
to rise up against the industry's ef- 
forts to support the Truman Doc- 
trine and Marshall plan. The Krem- 
lin’s appeal, voiced in the Moscow 
Literary Gazette by the headmen of 
the Soviet film world, “was an of- 
ficial call to arms to American 
stooges to rebel against the motion 
nicture industry and give Holly- 
wood the business,” MPA: declared 
‘hrough Joyce O’Hara, ass’t to prexy 
Eric Johnston. 





Up to now, MPA said, Kremlin | 


“has been content with occasional 
sn'ping against American films.” but 
were now out for the works. “Hav- 
ing failed in any way to influence 


the American screen, the Kremlin is | 


now out on ae grand scale to 
villfy and discredit our pic- 
tures and leading Hollywood 
pcrsonalities through its fifth column 
‘in America.” 

Soviet article subjected to MPA 
counter-attack blasted Johnston, 


Paramount, Warner Bros. Darryl 
F. Zanuck, Louis B. Mayer and 
Hearst eolumnist Louella Parsons. 


Tt assailed Hollywood generally 
as the source of the “principal 
scrmons of world bigotry” and at- 


tacked Warners specifically for pro- | 
jected production of antisSeviet pix. | 


Cole and Ring} 
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GIL LAMB 





Now in Rome, Italy, starring in 
Cine Opera's “Eternal Melody” to be 
released by Columbia Pictures. Re- 

| turning to U. S. Dec. 25. 
| Olympia Theatre, 


Opening at 
Miami, Dee. 31. 
Excl. Mgmt. 

WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY, Inc. 











Pix Industry's New 
Public Relations 


Erie Johnston is expected to name 
this an. aii-industry 
which will supervise expanded pub- 
lic relations activities by the Motion 
Picture Assn. Board will consist of 
MPA press chief Kenneth Clark; the 
chairmen of the eastern and western 
Advertising and Pubilcity Directors 
Committees of the Motion Picture 


Assn., and a number of members of 
the board of MPA. 


Plans for the board and expansion 
of MPA public relations staffs were 
given the blessing of the Associa- 
tion’s directorate at its meeting in 
New York last Wednesday (3). 
Slated to get a staff of assistants are 
Clark, who heads the overall setup 
and headquarters in Washington; 
Tom Waller, who is New Yerk flack 
chief, and Arch Reeves, Coast pub- 
licity topper. 

Among plans being discussed for 
the new public relations program are 
revival on an expanded basis of the 
MPA’s monthly newsletter. Former- 
ly put out by the New York office, 
the. typewritten-photo-offset letter 
was discontinued about four months 
ago. It went to women’s clubs, par- 
ent-teacher groups, critics and news- 
paper editorial writers and editors. 

If the projeet is revived, the pub- 
lication probably will be much more 
elaborate, One thought is to make it 
almost a fan mag and distribute it 
for free in theatres in attempt to dis- 
pel adverse criticism and mould fa- 
vorable public opinion. 

New public relations board, under 
which such projects would fall, was 
to have been named by Johnston at a 
meeting at the end of last week. 
There was a delay, however, which 
will carry it over to this week. MPA 
refused to comment on the program 
as yet. 


s > J J 

Andy Smith’s Chi Huddle 

Andy W. Smith, Jr., 20th-Fox gen- 
eral sales manager, entrained for 
Chicago last (Tuesday) night to 
huddle with company territorial 
sales managers on the Jackson Park 
situation, 

Smith will be joined in Chi today 
(Wednesday ) by assistant sales chief 
William C. Gehring, who's been on 
a business trip to Toronto. 
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will ultimately settle the questien 


whether they were Communists. 











The 10 Hollywoodites who were sworn likewise refused to answer 
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E.B. White vs. N. Y. Herald Tribune 0 
Film ‘Purge’; Authors League's Attack 
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Congress Gets OK for $64 Qustia 


Legal hopes of the 10 unfriendly witnesses to upset the indictments 
voted by the House Un-American Activities Committee were dampened 
yesterday (Tues.) when a divided U. S. circuit court implied that 
Congress has the power to ask the $64 question. Case in point was on 
a conviction against Leon Josephson, admitted Communist, who re- 
fused to be sworn or testify before the Committee. He’s an attorney 

. with no film connections, although his brother, Barney Josephson, is 
more directly in show business as owner of the Cafe Society Uptown 


Two-to-one opinion said in part: “The power of Congress to gather 
facts of the most intense public concern, 
diminished by the unchallenged right of the individuals to speak their 
minds within lawful limits. One need only recall the activities of the 
so-called fifth column in various countries during the recent war to 
realize the United States should be alert to discover and deal with the 
seeds of revolution within itself.” 

Majority opinion was by Judges Harry B. Chase and Thomas W. 
Swan of New York, with Judge Charles E. Clark dissenting. This 
N. Y. federal court is one step below the U. S. Supreme Court which 


such as these, is not 





————— J 








‘False’ Rumor 
Washington, Dec. 9. 
Reports: in New York film 
trade circles that the House 
Un-American Activities Com- 
mittee will not resume its Hol- 
lywood hearings get little cred- 
ence here. Several members of 
the committee, contacted on the 
rumor, said they had heard noth- 
ing of it. 
They pointed out that only a 
vote of the full committee could 
make such a determination. 








The 10° Expect 
To Duck Arrest 


Hollywood, Dec. 9. 

The 10 unfriendly witnesses are 
expected to surrender today (Tues- 
day), obviating necessity using bench 
warrants issued by the Government 
in Washington following indictment. 
Warrants were due here late today 
but will be ignored if the 10 follow 
their attorneys’ advice and put in 
voluntary appearance. Arraignment 
is scheduled in Washington, Dec. 19. 

Conviction on indictments charg- 
ing refusal to answer questions of 
the Congressional committee carry 
a maximum penalty of one year in 


jail, or $1,000 fine on each count, or 
both. 





See Trial In Jan. or Feb. 
Washington, Dec. 9. 


The 10 MHollywoodites indicted 
Friday (5) for contempt of Congress 
are slated to go on trial either late 
in January or early in February. 


While a mutual agreement by the 
Government and the defendants 
could turn it into a mass trial, this 
is not figured likely. Several of the 
defendants reportedly preferred . to 
take their chances one‘at a time, so 
as to protract the trials and get the 
issue, as they saw it, before the 
country. Since the cases are expect- 
ed to be appealed up to the Supreme 
Court, no final ruling may be: forth- 
coming before 1949. New law on the 
subject of contempt may be made 
in these trials. 


The indictments popped out speed- 
ily on Friday. The announcement 
came just about 24 hours after the 
first of the cases was taken before 
the grand jury. Two of the 10 men, 
Jobn Howard Lawson and Edward 
Dmytryk, were indicted on only one 
count—failure to answer the ques- 
tion about Communist Party mem- 
bership. After a fashion, Lawson 
replied to the query about member- 
ship in the Sereen Writers Guild. 
Dmytryk is a director. 

The other eight, however, would 
not reply satisfactorially to queries 
about either SWG or Commy mem- 
bership, and so were indicted for 
contempt on two counts. They were 
Dalton Trumbo, Albert Maltz, Alvah 
Bessie, Adrian Scott, Ring Lardner, 
Jr., Lester Cole, Samuel Ornitz, and 
Herbert Biberman. 


It was promptly announced that 
bench warrants would be obtained 
for the 10. Assistant U. S. Attorney 
William Hitz, who has been han- 


recommend arraignment on either 
Dec. 19. or Jan. 2, and would push 
for trial as soon as possible after 
‘ tnat. 








dling this Grand Jury, said he would | 


| 
' 
| 


+ From several directions the Con- 


gressional investigation of alleged 
Communist infiltration of Holly- 
wood, and the studios’ “purge” of 
the 180 contempt defendants, are 
continuing to receive protests and 
condemnation. 

Perhaps the most serious attack 
was that brought by the Authors 
League of America, on the ground 
that the tactics of the House Com- 
mittee on Un-American Activities, 
under the chairmanship of Rep. J. 
Parnell Thomas, are an “immoder- 
ate, uncontrolled and _ radically 
harmful form of censorship now 
being exercised on the entire profes- 
sion of writing.” The statement was 
signed by the League officers and 
the entire council, including some 
of the top names in the various writ- 
ing fields. 

Other notable protests against the 
House committee tactics were made 
by a group of Princeton Univ. facul- 
ty members, including Christian 
Gauss,: dean emeritus; the New 
Yorker mag, in its “Talk of the 
Town” section; by New Yorker 
writer E. B. White, in two letters 
to the editor, in the N. Y. Herald 
Tribune, and by the Screen Office 
& Professional Employees Guild, and 
the Screen Publicists Guild (CIO). 
In addition, a proposed amendment 
to the Authors League constitution 
(see separate story in Literati sec- 
tion), désigned to broaden the 
organization’s power to deal with 
such developments, indicated the 
seriousness of the writers and their 
intention to carry the anti-censor- 
ship aspect of the fight to the limit. 

In his initial letter to the Herald 
Trib, White took issue with the 
sheet’s editorial of Nov. 27, which 
conceded the right of the Holly- 

(Continued on page 12) 


L. A. to N. Y. 


Lee Van Atta 
Charles (Bud) Barry 
Joseph Bernhard 
A. Pam Blumenthal 
David Butler 
Jose Ferrer 
Pamela Fonda 
Clark Gable 

Alan Gundelfinder 
Jack Haley 

Karl Herzog 

Burl Ives 

Oscar Levant 
Douglas MacLean 
Hal Magg 

Henry Morgan 
Mildred Natwick 
E. J. Noble 

Pat O’Brien 
Norma Shearer 
Viadimir Sokoloff 
Muriel Stafford 
Arnold Stang 
Paul Williams 
Sam Wood 


N. Y. to L. A. 


Dana Andrews 
Barbara Bel Geddes 
Eddie Bracken 

Lou Clayton 

Jerry Colonna 
Beryl Davis 

Irene Dunne 

Phil Dunning 

Jed Harris 

June Havoc 

Claude Jarman, Jr. 
Kenneth MacKenna 
Paul MacNamara 
Mack Millar 
Robert Montgomery 
William Pine 

Mrs. Jack Robbins 
David O. Selznick 
Frank Sinatra 
Gene Tierney 
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New Teeth in Production Code Kills 
Any Devices to Cash in On Lurid Sex 
Sellers; K.0. to the Gangster Cycle 





With the Catholic Church and a? 


variety of local and national press- 
ure groups breathing down its neck, 
the industry’s action last week in 
strengthening the Production Code 
gave further evidence that public re- 
lations is currently its No. 1 prob- 
lem. The Motion Picture Assn. not 
only moved to belay further criti- 
cism on gangster films, but opened 
to itself wide leeway for putting the 
nix on another “Forever Amber.” 

While the attention of the press— 
which gave the MPA’s announce- 
ment the desired wide play—was 
drawn to the gangster issue by the 
list of 27 films and titles which were 
scratched, trade hepsters saw even 
more significance in the opening the 
industry gave itself for discouraging 
the filmization of best-sellers and 
stage plays of questionable taste. 

This was accomplished by the re- 
vision of the rules governing titles. 
It, in effect, makes it impossible—if 
the Production Code Administrator 
so chooses—to hang a title like “For- 
ever Amber” on a picture, even if 
the story itself is sapolioed sufficient- 
ly to get past Joe Breen’s crew. The 
change resulted from the Legion of 
Decency stance that public famili- 
arity with Kathleen Winsor’s novel 
had audiences reading into the pic- 
ture what 20th-Fox claimed wasn’t 
there. Legion’s feeling was that 
Fox filmed the yarn largely to take 
advantage of the salaciousness asso- 
ciated with the tag on it. 

New Clauses 

Under the former Code clause 
covering tities, adopted in 1930, the 
PCA had no basis for axing such a 
label as “Amber.” Code read merely: 
“Salacious, indecent, or other ob- 

(Continued on page 22) 


MPEA Following 16m 
Pattern of Majors In 
Releasing ’Em Abroad 


Motion Picture Export Assn., 
which began 16m distribution this 
week in Holland and Hungary, will 
follow much the same pattern of 
operation established by the majors 
for narrow-gauge releases in foreign 
countries. No subjects are to be re- 
leased in 16m that have not already 
been released in 35m, and the con- 
ventional time lag is to be enforced. 
Because of that fact, the MPEA ex- 
pects to face much easier conditions 
in its narrow-gauge distribution. 

Problem of local government cen- 
sorship will be nil, since all films 
will already have been reviewed and 
approved in their 35m size. In addi- 
tion, the supply of 16m films is ex- 
pected to be almost unlimited, since 
they'll continually lag behind 35m 
pictures in time. — 

Prints sent by the MPEA this week 
to Holland and Hungary have al- 
ready been subtitled. Next two coun- 
tries to be opened by MPEA to sub- 
standard films are expected to be 
Czechoslovakia and Poland, with 
other countries among the 11 serviced 
by the organization slated for 16m 
films late in 1948. Primary consider- 
ation is to expand the commercial 
market for U.S. films, but MPEA will 
also keep in mind use of 16m films 
for cultural purposes. 


Lantz’s 90-Day Layoff 


Hollywood, Dec. 9. 

Walter Lantz, who has a contract 
for 12 cartoons annually for United 
Artists, is curtailing production over 
90-day period due to limited number 
of tint prints he can get from Tech- 
nicolor during coming year and un- 
til United Artists’ management has 
settled its problems. 

He’s giving creative staff three- 
month layoff beginning next Mon- | 
day to reduce inventory of pix in| 
production. Move affects only those | 








H. S. Kraft’s 


Short Story 


“Broadway Cyrano”’ 


Aa Editorial Feature in the 
Forthcoming 
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Church's ‘B’ For 
‘Amber’ Presents 
Further Problems 


Boxoffice results of the Legion of 
Decency’s reclassification of “For- 
ever Amber” into its “B” category 
are not expected to be felt for an- 
other several weeks. Before the 
stigma of the previous “condemned” 
classification can be lifted, the Le- 
gion’s new ruling must first filter 
through to Catholic churches 
throughout the country. Most priests 
are expected to announce the 
change to their parishioners next 
Sunday (14). 


Industry is awaiting with special 
interest the stand to be taken on 
“Amber” now by  Philadelphia’s 
Dennis Cardinal Dougherty. When 
the Fox theatre in Philly failed to 
pull the picture within his ulti- 
matum time of 48 hours, he threw 
a year’s boycott at the house and 
at any other in his archdiocese 
henceforth playing 20th product. 
Even with a change in classification, 
it’s still not certain the cardinal will 
withdraw his boycott. Similar situ- 
ation exists in several cities, includ- 
ing Providence, where the film was 
banned in toto by church and civic 
officials. 

Legion handed down its new de- 

(Continued on page 25) 


DISMISS PIRACY SUIT 
ON WURTZEL’S ‘MILLIONS 


Los Angeles, Dec. 9. 

Piracy suit, involving the picture, 
“Dangerous Millions,” and aimed at 
Sol M. Wurtzel Productions and 
20th-Fox, was dismissed by Judge 
Ben Harrison in U. S. district court. 

Plaintiff Paul Gordon had asked 
$100,000 damages. 


Madden Leaving Lyons, 
Taking Names With Him 


Richard Madden, head of the play 
department of the A.&S. Lyons 
agency, is withdrawing to become 
an independent authors’ representa- 
tive. He’ll take most of his name 
clients with him, including Eugene 
O’Neil, Sean O’Casey, Cole Porter, 
Somerset Maughan and Paul Vincent 
Carroll. 

George Freedley, drama critic of 
the N. Y. Morning Telegraph and 
curator of the theatre collection of 

















succeed Madden as Lyons’ play head. 





However, according to Freedley, he 
hasn’t yet worked out future ar- 
| Tangements with either the paper or 
the Library so he hasn't actually 


doing creative work. Painters and signed a contract with Lyons. 


others doing completion of art work 
remain at their posts. Starting 
March 15, he'll enter full production 
again. At that time he'll establish 


new schedule to meet UA commit- 
ments, 


Zs 


The impending shift in the Lyons 
agency was revealed by Arthur 
Lyons last week in Hollywood, in 
announcing that Danny Winkler and 
Nat Wolff were joining his Coast of- 
fice. 


the N. Y. Public Library, is set to| 


(HOUSES (NOT PIX 
NOW GO BEGGING 


Rebuilding of the Victoria theatre, 
now set to begin in April, will mark 
another step in the radical changes 
which have already taken place or 
are promised in the Broadway thea- 
tre picture. Most striking is the 


switch in the situation from a year | 


ago. Then product was piling up 
begging for a house; now houses are 
limping along begging for product. 

Broadway appears to have felt the 
decline of theatre grosses in the 
past year more than other parts of 
the nation. Long runs that prevailed 
during the war years are seldom 
heard of now. Result has been a need 
for more and more product to fill the 
gaps, with a tremendous change in 
the overall scene resulting. 

High cost of building and uncer- 
tainty of materials has caused City 
Investing Co., owners of the Astor, 
Victoria, Bijou, and the Fulton, to 
temporarily abandon the idea of 
scrapping the entire 45th to 46th 
street block on which the four thea- 
tres stand in order to erect a group 
of new super-deluxes houses. 

Instead, it has been decided to do 
a complete renovating job on. the 
Victoria alone to make it a Class A 
firstrun. In giving a completely new 
front and interior to the house, CI 
theatre operator Maurice Maurer is 
planning to install a new balcony, 
which will raise the capacity from 
the present 720 seats to between 
1,100 and 1,200. 

The work is expected to be com- 
pleted by Labor Day. It is hoped 
to keep the theatre open during all 


(Continued on page 24) 





MEP Set to Go 


After March Meet 


Another three-day session of the 
Motion Picture Foundation, set for 
March 16-18 next, has been agreed 
upon to put the final touches to or- 
ganization of the industry project. 
Entire framework of the Foundation 
which seeks $10,000,000 initial funds 
is expected to be set up then along 
the lines of finance, administration, 
scope and program, money-raising 
plans, executive office setup, per- 
sonnel and industry relations. 

“Two-day meet at the Hotel Astor, 
N. Y., concluded yesterday (Tues.). 
The trustees named a program and 
scope committee and a finance com- 
mittee. Ned Depinet, RKO’s exec 
veepee, was tagged chairman of the 
former, and Ted Gamble, prexy of 
the Theatre Owners of America, 
vice-chairman, while latter group is 
headed by Si Fabian and seconded 
by Leonard Goldenson, Paramount’s 


theatre head. Goldenson was also! 


chosen ass’t treasurer to work under 
Barney Balaban, Par’s prexy, who 
is the treasurer, 

Depinet’s committee is to survey 
the industry on potential need in 
terms of relief and assistance. The 


Fabian group will determine 
methods of raising coin and admin- 
istering it. 


E. V. Richards, Paramount’s New 
Orleans partner, was elected first- 
year head of the MPF at the teeoff 
meeting. His election followed a 
speech by Balaban, chairman of the 
temporary coordinating committee, 


(Continued on page 22) 
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Remington, du P. 
Eye Ansco Plum 
In Custody Fight 


Washington, Dec. 9. 
Battle for control of the General 


Aniline & Film Corp., parent of 
Ansco, was temporarily stalled by a 
U. S. Supreme Court decision yes- 


terday (Monday) which held that 
the Swiss Uebersee holding com- 
pany may sue to recover property 
seized by the Alien Property Cus- 
todian during the war. It’s under- 
stood that Remington Rand has 
made a bid to get control of the 
whole works, while duPont is inter- 
ested in the Ansco color process. 


High court’s decision accepted, for 

purpose of its ruling, that Uebersee 
had no enemy connections and 
therefore was entitled to sue for re- 
covery of its property. U. S. Jus- 
tice Department, which was plan- 
ning to dispose of the property 
without interference, contended that 
foreigners had no right to such court 
action. 
Next question before the courts, 
however, will be to decide whether 
the Uebersee Corp, was a genuine 
Swiss company or a dummy for Nazi 
ownership. Under a decision also 
made yesterday, Supreme Court up- 
held right of the Alien Property 
Custodian to take over shares of the 
Silesian American Corp. on a find- 
ing that securities registered in the 
name of a Swiss outfit were held for 
the benefit of a German company. 





Weltner’s Return 


George Weltner, Paramount's for- 
eign dept. head; returns to the U. S. 
Monday (15) aboard the S. S. Mau- 
retania from England. He’s been 
abroad for the past six weeks on a 
tour of South Africa, the Continent 
and England. 

Weltner spent the past 10 days in 
London to size up the current tax 
crisis and map releases of Para- 
mount product which came into the 
country before the tax went into 





effect. 





Briefs From the Lots 











Hollywood, Dec. 9. 

Phil Ford will direct “Timber 
Trail,” Republic oater, co-starring 
Monte Hale and Adrian Booth, 
starting Jan. 3 with Mel Tucker pro- 
ducing .. . Audrey Long draws the 
femme lead in “Rampage.” Crest- 
views’ first production for Allied 
Artists release . .. Ruth Clifford 
came out of retirement for a role 
in “The Walls of Jericho.” ... 
Republic rolled “The Heart of 
“Virginia” with Rebert Lowery, Jan- 
et Martin and Frankie Darro in top 








roles . . . Universal - International 





signed Tex Beneke orch for a two- 
reel musical.... 

Hal Roach, Jr., bought “The Real 
Thing,” Collier’s magazine yarn, for 
production in spring . .. William 
Stephens’ next indie production will 
be “California Conquest,” based on 
the formation of the Republic of 
California ... William Keighley and 
production staff left for Washington 
to shoot scenes for “The Street With 
No Name” at the FBI Academy for 
20th-Fox ... Filming of “The Iron 
Curtain” resumed on the 20th-Fox 
after shooting exeriors of Canada’s 
government buildings in Ottawa, 


‘British Film Producers Assn. Head 
Avers London ‘Shows No Burning 
Desire’ to Get 19% Tax Settled 


By IRA WIT 


U. S. anti-trust laws now appear 
as the major obstacle in a settlement 
of the British 75% ad valorem tax 
question. British government and 
industryites and American film com- 
panies favor a conipromise, pri- 
marily based on the slotting of U. S. 
earnings of British pix to Yank 
majors if a way could be found to 
handle the project without violating 
the Sherman anti-trust laws. With- 
out that, neither the British govern- 
ment nor the presidents of Ameri- 
can distribs have any solution to the 
tax tangle which is proving a “baf- 
fling problem.” 

That’s an up-to-the-minute sum- 
mation of the situation by Sir Henry 
French who’s opposite number to 
Motion Picture Assn. prexy Eric 
Johnston, since he holds down the 
top spot of director genera] of the 
British Film Producers Assn. Sir 
Henry’s opinions followed a series of 
huddles this week with film heads, 
including Johnston, Barney Balaban, 
Nicholas M. Schenck, Spyros Skouras 
and Ned Depinet. He sails for Eng- 
land tomorrow (11) aboard the 
Queen Mary after attending a 
UNESCO confab in Mexico City. 


If a formula could be found which 
would permit reciprocity on films 
and cross-allocating of credits with- 
out stumbling over the anti-trust 
laws, a solution would be speedy, he 
said. British earnings in America, 
on such a compromise, must be 
pooled and then divided among dis- 
tribs—a process which is legally 
dubious. No other practicable way 
of spreading the cash around has 
been devised, 


Can’t See the ‘Freeze’ 


While he can’t speak officially for 
the British a Sir Henry 
is emphatic in his belief that it 
would not accept any proposal for 
freezing American pix coin with 


(Continued on page 25) 


‘Dream’ Homes Part Of 


Bally for ‘Blandings’ 
In Key-City Campaign 


Unique ballyhoo campaign calls 
for erection in key cities of more 
than 100 replicas of the actual house 
used in the forthcoming “Mr. Bland- 
ings Builds His Dream House” 
(RKO)—film is being distributed by 
SRO despite its RKO production. Pic 
stars Cary Grant, Myrna Loy and 
Melvyn Douglas. SRO publicists 
conceived the stunt. 

Houses will be built within the next 
six months and are expected to be 
completed, furnished and placed on 
public display by May. It’s planned 
to have the model homes open for 
inspection for at least a month in 
order to capitalize on the publicity 
prior to the film’s release in June. 

With SRO furnishing the plans, 
actual construction of the “dream 
houses” has already been set in some 
30 cities. Many  building-supply 
firms, as well as department stores, 
contractors, home furnishers and 
real estate agencies, are cooperating 
in erection of the homes. Inci- 
dentally, they won’t be given way. 
After the publicity fires dim, the 
houses will be placed on the market. 
However, in some cases they may be 
raffled off for the benefit of worthy 
charities. 


Hitchcock’s N. Y. Prowl 


Alfred Hitchcock heads for New 
York from the Coast next week on 
the prowl for a couple of legit play- 
ers to fill feature roles in his forth- 
coming film, “The Rope.” First of 
two films being turned out by Trans- 
atlantic, new Hitchcock-Sidney Bern- 
stein production outfit, for Warner 
Bros. release, pic starts pre-shooting 
rehearsals within 10 days. 

Meantime, Perry Ferguson has 
joined Transatlantic’s ranks as art 
director for “The Rope.” Ferguson 
formerly was art director on Sam- 
uel Goldwyn’s “Best Years Of Our 











Lives” and “The Bishop’s Wife.” 
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Trade Relations ‘Misjudgment’ 
Sounded at National Allied Meet 
In Super-Heavy Raps at Distribs 


Popcorn Heads Show 
Milwaukee, Dec. 8. 
Exhibit section of the Allied 
States convention offered an in- 
teresting sidelight on the state 
of the theatre business. Not 
only did popcorn-vending mae 
chines dominate, and by far, the 
exhibits but the highest-priced 
item on vie\s was not a projec- 
tion machine but a candystand. 
The stand, an elaborately me- 


Battered and beaten foreign out- 
look for the U. S. film industry suf- 
fered a bevy of new blows this 
week. Australia, which only a few 





Milwaukee, Dec. 9. * 


Extra virulence with which the 
delegates to the Allied States’ na- 
tional convention went after the dis- 
tributors here last week had as its 
basis what some sideliners termed 
a misjudgment in trade relations. 
Exhibs usually come to these meets 
with chips against distribs on either 
shoulder but this time the chips were 
multiplied, all because, as several 
times referred to from the dais, of 
“lack of cooperation” from the major 
picture companies. 

Leaders of Allied had asked each 
of the eight major companies to con- 
tribute eight pages to the conven- 
tion program book, on whose pro- 
ceeds the association depends for a 
goodly share of the convention ex- 
pense money. The majors got to- 
gether and decided, because of the 
current economy policy, to limit the 
request to two pages each. Warners, 
however, came through with the 
eight pages. 

While the actions taken against 
the distribs resolved themselves 
pretty much in paper talk, it was 
ASCAP that took the real brunt of 
the convention’s militancy. For the 
first time in the history of the per- 
forming rights society a group of its 
music users will operate under a 
plan whereby they will have mutual 
protection from ASCAP litigation. 
The plan, which will apply only to 
exhibs who do not sign ASCAP con- 
tracts, is as follows: 

1. Participating exhibs will pay to 
an Allied regional committee a sum 
equal to one year’s dues to ASCAP 
at whatever rate then in effect. 


2. The committee will advise 
ASCAP that in _ consideration 
of the society’s agreement not 


to sue or “otherwise molest the sub- 
scribing exhibitors for failure to sign 
a contract,” the committee will de- 
posit all such one year’s dues, upon 
the conditions that if, by the end of 
the year there has not been a final 
decision of ASCAP’s status under 
existing law, or if the copyright law 
has not been amended to “curb” 
ASCAP’s procedure, the funds in es- 
crow will be turned over to ASCAP 
and received as dues from _the sub- 
scribing exhibitors. 

3. If the issues regarding ASCAF 
aren’t settled in the courts or Con 
gress at the end of the first year, the 
committee will then ask ASCAP to 
renew this arrangement for another 
year. 

4. In the event ASCAP refuses to 
accept the escrow idea the funds 
paid in are to become a “defense 
fund,” with the committee author- 
ized to use this money to $id sub- 
scribing members in any litigation 
brought by ASCAP against them, as 
long as the fund holds out. a 

The escrow plan was unanimously 
adopted on the floor of the conven- 
tion, even though the vote of the 
unit leaders the night before 
in formulating it was 16 for and one 
against. The contrary hand came 
from the Iowa-Nebraska unit. The 
convention also approved a pro- 
posal that film producers be called 
upon to include the performing 
rights in the selling price of their 
product and to proceed against 
ASCAP threugh the Department of 
Justice, test litigation and the in- 
troduction in Congress of an amend- 
ment to the copyright law making 
it unnecessary for picture houses to 
obtain music licenses. 

The commie issue, which had been 
on the convention's agenda, was 
quietly bypassed. Jack Kirsch, al- 
lied prez, when asked about it at the 
start of the Wednesday session (3), 
explained that a loaded calendar 
cempelled its shelving, but other 
leader sources indicated that it had 
been agreed by airing the thing the 
exhibs would only aggravate a re- 
gretable situation. The intent had 
been to point out to the public that 
the theatres only play what is given 
them and are not responsible for 
what goes on in Hollywood, 


PCC’s 914G 


Hollywood, Dec. 9. 

Contributions to the Third An- 
nual Appeal of the film industry’s 
Permanent Charities Committee at 
the end of the sixth week amounted 
to $314,068, nearly 70% of the goal. 
Edward Arnold, chairman of the 
campaign, predicted the drive would 
be over by Christmas. 

Among the studios, Paramount 
leads with $143,522, followed by 
Metro with $131,498. Total pledges 
to date amount to 18,571. 





SEC Finally Approves 


Philadelphia, Dec. 9. 

Thomascolor, Inc., new eolor proc- 
essing outfit in Los Angeles, received 
an okay from the Securities & Ex- 
change Commission yesterday (Mon- 
day) to issue a proposed public of- 
|fering of 1,000,000 shares of $5 par 
| value at $10 a share. SEC approval 
| of the issue, by a three-to-two vote, 
was made upon application of Thom- 
ascolor for acceleration of the effec- 
tiveness of its amended registration 
| statement, 

Company’s original statement was 
‘found by the commission, in a de- 
| cision given last week, to be “gross- 
lly inadequate, misleading and 
| imcomplete.” Outfit subsequently 
it to meet SEC require- 





| changed 
ments. 


M-G, RKO Alone 
Conduct Bidding 


Metro and RKO are the only two 
of the majors still conducting bid- 
ding for their pictures. Rest of them 
reportedly feel they've compiled 





money on their bidding tests, they’ve 
decided to give up the idea until 


it’s to be made mandatory. 

Metro, it’s revealed, is presently 
selling films on the auction block 
in some 75 situations and RKO in 
to accept bids for their product on 


the assumption that all such situa- 
tions are strictly 


made available. 


anti-trust decree, all majors 


another theatre. 


UA THEATRE CIRCUIT'S 





year ended Aug. 31, 


houses came 
which are deducted $463,784 in es- 
timated federal taxes; $67,439 for de- 
preciation and amortization of the- 
atre leaseholds; $24,904 for interest; 
and $49,478 for other items. 
Indicating the chain’s solid finan- 
cial position, report showed a total 


liabilities. Sum was reached after 


totals $658,135 for the year. 


529. Other current assets bring the 
total to $3,228,577. 


this, value of holdings in partially- 
owned circuits is figured to be $3,- 
792,004. Chief of these chains are 
Metropolitan Playhouses and Robb 
& Rowley United. 

Important theatre operations in 
which the company and majors are 
interested “are expected to be ter- 
minated as a result of the Govern- 
ment’s anti-trust litigation,’ report 
declares, 











Thomascolor’s Offering 


enough evidence to prove to the| outlay in place of its customary 30c, 
U. S. Supreme Court, during the} slipped most—a one point drop to 
forthcoming hearings, that bidding |8% over the weekend. 

won't work. And, since they’ve lost 


the Court decides whether or not 


about 150. Two companies continue | moderate slicing of divvies by other 


competitive in 
character. If they refuse to accept 


bids and continue selling in such | of 20. Twentieth was down % point 
situations to their old customers, it’s | tg 22 and Warners was off % to 12. 
felt they might be letting themselves | Universal slid only an eighth to 15; 
open to more legal entanglements | Loew’s, % to 19; and Columbia held 
from those exhibs to whom their |at 13144. Since then all film stocks 
pictures would otherwise not be/ have held within fractions of week- 


Until a stay was granted on the 


; had | 3,839,600 outstanding will save RKO 
been selling via bidding under Sect. | some $575,940 for the quarter which 
9 of the decree. This enjoined the 


distribs from refusing to consider |old rate. 
the application to license a film|and increasing difficulty in convert- 
from any exhib who could prove he|ing foreign currencies into dollars’|°#t¢d widespread agreement with 


was competing for product, under | makes the step desirable to conserve 
terms outlined by the decree, with 


$1,413,563 NET PROFIT ties or readily convertible assets. 


United Artists Theatres turned in 
a net profit of $1,413,563 for the 
Report dis- 
closes that the chain racked up 
$910,096 from theatres wholly owned, 
and another $503,467 from houses in | for an estimated $600,000 during the 
which the company has less than | third quarter. 
100% interest. Included in the lat- 
ter group are the Skouras and Rand- 
force circuits in which United Art- 
ists has a 50% interest through its 
holdings in Metropolitan Playhouses. 


Gross profits from wholly-owned 
to $1,515,703. from 


months ago agreed to allow 70% of 
earnings to be remitted to the U. S., 
chopped the figure on Monday (8) 
to 50%—a loss of $1,454,000. 
Sweden, which has been permit- 
ting remittances of approximately 


chanical and decorated affair, 
was priced at $6,000, whereas 
the projection machines, with 
various units, such as sound, in- 
cluded, sold for $2,000. The pop- 


corn kernel exhibitors went 50%. is about to slice that to 33 1/3%. 
heavy on the glamor, using Meanwhile the news from the most 
semi-clad cuties to circulate 


important foreign market of all— 
Britain—offers no particular reason 
for optimism. There’s agreement on 
both sides of the Atlantic that a 
compromise on the British 75% tax 


e ° is in order, but there’s been vir- 
tually no progress whatsoever in 
] i] OC e, achieving such a compromise. 


This week’s move by Premier Ben 
Chifiey’s government in Australia 


came as a particularly hard blow to 
ell 0 On Cws the American industry, as the 30% 


freeze which had been imposed was 
Of RKO Divvy Cut 


considered, under the circumstances 
Halving of RKO’s fourth quarter 


of the dollar shortage, fairly rea- 
sonable. It was hoped that it would 

dividend, coupled with rumblings 

that a number of other majors may 
follow suit on dividend reductions, 
had its effect on Wall street, where » 
some pix common dipped to new 
lows for the year. At #he same 
time, there’s been evidence of 
enough support for the film stocks 
to prevent anything approaching a 
really sharp dive in quotes. RKO, 
with spotlite on it because of its an- 
nouncement of a 15c per share cash 


among the conventioneers with 
boxes of the freshly popped 
stuff. 





prove a precedent for dealing with 
Britain. 

In some quarters, opinion was ex- 
pressed that the British also thought 
it might be a precedent—too much 
It has been suggested that 


of one. 





Aud. Research 


Continued from page 3 


school audience in an Ohio town 
and adults at previews of “Cross- 
fire’ in Denver and Boston, the 
polls cross-checked each other in 
disclosing that the film resulted in 
a more tolerant attitude not only to 
Jewish persons, but Negroes and 
other minority groupings as well. 
Report, however, points out that a 
single picture cannot be expected to 
produce a “tremendously significant 
difference in basic attitudes.” Effect 
of a film cycle of the anti-Semitic 
theme will be made the subject of 
another study. 

In its quiz of the high school audi- 
ence before and after the screening 
of the film, poll revealed a marked 
shift in the students’ beliefs towards 
a more liberal viewpoint on such 
questions of superiority of one re- 
ligion as against another, racial dis- 
crimination, anti-foreign sentiments 
and anti-Semitism. One by-product 
of “Crossfire,” as revealed in the 
poll, was a gain in prestige for law 
enforcement agencies. Despite dif- 
ferences in the student body, gen- 
eral reaction to the film was that it 
made them “stop and think.” 

Poll of adult audiences at “Cross- 
fire” in Denver and Boston, two 
typical American cities, also indi- 


a 
Paramount, Warner Bros. and 
20th-Fox also hovered about new 
nows — partially, it’s thought, be- 
cause of the impact of RKO’s reduc- 
tion. Street, however, still believes 
that film stocks have already been 
discounted for their prospective drop 
in profits. Hence, there’s a feeling 


companies won't knock the drops 
from under .price quotes. 

On the news of RKO’s action, Par 
went off one point to a closing price 





end prices, 
Reduction of 15¢ per share on 


it would have paid out under the 
Current production costs 


the film’s point of view. Out of ap- 
proximately 1,200 replies, 77% in- 
dicated that they thought the film 
to be “very good” and 90% indicated 
they would recommend the film to’ 
their friends. 


In summary, a committee of 
prominent psychologists, educators 
and religious leaders Jauded “Cross- 
fire” because it “would stimulate 
audiences to re-think many ideas of 
their own relating to prejudices of 
one kind or another. The picture 
has a quality which provokes re- 
flection. This is good in itself, and 
reflects ereditably on Hollywood.” 


Continued from page 3 





cash resources, RKO said in an- 
nouncing the cut. 


“At the beginning of the year, RKO 
had $40,021,142 in current and work- 
ing assets, of which some $17,000,000 
was either cash, Government securi- 


Additionally, company has a $10,- 
000,000 revolving fund for produc- 
tion purposes. 

Sum ordinarily would have been 
sufficient but for the fact that RKO’s 
distribution wing wenteinto the red 


It’s again operating 
in the black, but effect was sufficient 
to pull down profits to $1,789,284 for 
the quarter. On the generally ac- 
cepted sound financial rule that a 
company should not pay more than 
50% of its net in dividends, reduc- 








ill health recently and has been in- 


tion was felt necessary to avoid cash 


depletion. 





BRANDT EXITS FROM N.Y. 


terested in a project as economic 
adviser to the Mexican government, 
so it’s presumed he may well decide 
to follow his determination to quit 
by Jan. 31. 


of $3,800,132 in earned surplus over 
payment of all dividends which 


Cash holdings hit $1,677,686 and 
U. S. Government securities $1,389,- 


Theatre invest- 
ments are computed at $5,674,774. Of 


Committee insisted to Nelson that 
INDIES HE ONCE HEADED there are Nevers | matters of impor- 
E tance on the agenda, with which he 
Harry Brandt, New York circuit |i, familiar. Malnbers want him to 
operator and prez of the Indepen-| carry. through, pointing out -that a 
dent Theatre Owners Assn., has /jo¢ of coin has been invested in the 
ankled the Metropolitan Motion Pic-| simpp organization, that Nelson has 
ture Theatre Owners Assn. of New| been permitted to pick his own per- 
York, exhib group which represents | sonnel and that he should carry on. 
over 90% of the theatres in Gotham. Once the important matters are 
Brandt walked out of the organist |cjenned up, they told him, they'll 
sgl eo cect a eee of | consider the resignation in a differ- 
aushecs ent light. Topping the slate now is 
. yr the indie stand on the British 75% 
His duties have been temporarily |tax compromise and SIMPP’s peti- 
taken over by Fred Schwartz,|tion to the Supreme Court for per- 
_MMPTOA prexy. Brandt was un-/ mission to appear as amicus curiae 
available yesterday (Tues.) on the/| (friend of the court) in the forth- 
reasons for the powder while other | coming appeal of the industry anti- 
| MMPTOA officials though confirm-|trust suit. Association is asking for 
ing his resignation refused te com-|complete divorcement of the major 
iment. companies’ theatres. 














Anssie’s 70-30 Cut to 50%: Sweden's 
50-50 to 337; Foreign Embargoes Rise 


they put pressure on the Australian 
government, with which they bear a 
close political affinity, to get tough. 
er. It is known, however, that the 
Aussies have suffered a severe de- 
terioration of their dollar position 
since the original agreement was 
made this past summer. 
Nothing Official Yet 

American film companies have re- 
ceived no official notice as yet of 
the Australian move, although Mc- 
Neil Ackland, the. Motion Picture 
Assn.’s Aussie rep, is known to have 
been fighting off the possibility of 
such action for some weeks. Ac- 
cording to Australian cable advices, 
the cut becomes effective Jan. 1 

Original ceiling on remittances, 
based on the 70%, was $6,686,000 for 
the 16 months from Sept. 1, 1947. to 
Dec. 31, 1948. New figure is $5,- 
232,000 for the same period. Remit- 
tances for September, October and 
November have been on the 70% 
basis. 

The 50% of income which cannot 
be remitted to the U. S. must be in- 
vested in Australia, in conformity 
with terms of the original agree- 
ment. This provides that the money 
can be used for making pictures, in- 
vesting in exchange and studio prop- 
erties and in government bonds. 

Sweden Also Still Unofficial] 

Cut in Swedish remittances, indi- 
cated in Stockholm dispatches, like- 
wise is not official so far as the 
American industry is concerned. 
Gerald Mayer, MPA international 
chief, has been in Sweden during 
the past few weeks attempting to 
save as much of the American in- 
come as possible. 

Currently in Copenhagen, Mayer 
is expected to return this week to 
Stockholm for further negotiations, 
if the Swedes’ determination for the 
cut to one-third isn’t insurmount- 
able. They temporarily banned all 
imports last summer, then compro- 
mised on the 50% figure. 

Colombian government has allo- 
cated $800,000 for remittance in 1948, 
This is only a slight cut in the allo- 
cation for the current year, but 
that’s not quite so bright a situation 
as it looks, In terms of one Amer- 
ican distribution exec, the alloca- 
tions by some Latin American coun- 
tries are only “hunting licenses.” 
After they're made, it’s still neces- 
Sary to find dollars which can be 
purchased for remittance. 

Negotiations with the Colombians 
have been carried on by Joaquim 
Rickard, MPA’s Latin American rep, 





Brazil’s 30% Bite 
Rio de Janeiro, Dec. 9. 

American film reps headquartered 
in Brazil, along with other non- 
citizen agents of foreign companies 
operating here, may find themselves 
beneficiaries of a peculiar law pro- 
posed by the government. At the 
same time, Yank film companies 
would be hit. Briefly, it’s an act 
which would compel all outfits, na- 
tive or foreign, doing business in 
Brazil to allocate 30% of their sur- 
plus profits to employees. 

_ The bill, with government sanc- 
tion, has been offered to the legisla- 
ture, with excellent chances of being 
enacted. Under one of its provisions 
such agents as Yank film representa- 
0g Pg be paid their share of 

Profits upon which the 30% is to 
be fixed would be the entire net ex- 
ceeding 6% return on capital in- 
vested. A complicated system of 
points for length of service with a 
company, number of dependents, 
efficiency, etc., is to be used to de- 
termine the pro-rata share to each 
employee. 

Film distribs’ profits would be sub- 
ject to the levy before they're con- 
verted into dollars and remitted to 
homeoffices. 


FEDERATION DRIVE 
COMING TO A CLIMAX 


Individual gifts to the Federation 
of Jewish Philanthropies of New 
York show an increase of 42% over 
last year in the current drive for 
$325,000 from show biz, according 
to Si Fabian, FJP amusement di- 
vision chairman. Federation is 
seeking to raise a total of $15,000,- 
000 from all sources to carry on its 
program of welfare and community 
work. 

Campaign in the amusement world 
curtains tomorrow (Thurs.) at & 
testimonial dinner tendered George 
Jessel at the Hotel Atsor. Jessel 
will emcee the affair. 
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FILM REVIEWS 


VARIETY 





The Senator Was 
Indisereet 


Universal release of Nunnally Johnson 
GGene Fowler, Jr.) production. Stars Wil- 
liam Powell; features Elia Raines, Arleen 
Whelan, Peter Lind Hayes. Directed by 
George S. Kaufman. Screenplay, Charles 
MacArthur from story by Edwin Lanham; 
camera, Wm. Mellor; editor, Sherman A, 
Swartz; asst. director, Jack Voglin; special 
effects, David S. Horsley; music, Daniele 
Amfitheatrof; score, David Tamkin. Trade- 


shown N. Y., Dec. 8, *47. Running time, 
88 MINS, 

Sen. Melvin G. Ashton..... William Powell 
Poppy McNaughton......-..... Ella Raines 
Ds TANGO 60 cccdecacece Peter Lind Hayes 
Valerie Shepherd.........-. Arlieen) Whelan 
HOUhiNaAN..cccescsecrsencsceteses Ray Collins 
PaArreld. .ccscce cds cvcvesccbeegd Allen Jenkins 
DURES. 2% bud boss «5 ashe Charles D. Brown 
WHNONE SS 6 cb EUS be bby cd epeseeess Hans Conried 
ES are eee ree ee en Whit Bissell 
Woman at Banquet........ Norma Varden 


“You Know Who’ 
Frank 
Helen 


Indians 


Milton Parsons 
Pen ahe Weare heen 66,09 00 Francis Pierlot 
TELLER TUL ..Cynthia Corley 
Oliver Blake, Chief Thunder Cloud 
Chief Yowlachie, Iron Eyes Cody 
Politicos... Boyd Davis, Rodney Bell 
Edd ee wes Kdward Clark 
U .. William 

Douglas Wood 
‘ fom Dugan 
George K. Mann 
Claire Carleton 
Wm. J. Vedder 

Nina Lunn 
Wald 
Vincent Pelletier 


| ee a 
Officer 
University President 
Attendant-Stand... 
Texan 
CS iowa eed w'¢ueb dee see 
ON ee ee errr 
Girl in Elevator....2....cse0:; 
NE. i 53 + dips 00-050 6 0 John R. 
Quiz Master 


Ss. Forrest 


With Holiywood and Congress a 
bad parlay these days one might 
wonder if Universal is indiscreet 


about releasing “The Senator Was | 


Indiscreet.” . But tain’t so, McGee. 
This 
lampoon of politico goings-on that 
it would be foolhardy for the 
most thin-skinned of our lawmakers 
to think the shoe fits. Actually, 
this is tiptop entertainment of a type 


the audiences haven't had in long 
time—and could stand. It Mill do| 
good to smash business. 

Film may even exceed éxpecta- | 


tions if it gets the press breaks that 
should naturally befall an effort from 
the allied typewriters and celluloid 
of such a combo as Nunnally Johnson 
(producer); George S. Kaufman, 
making his debut as a film di- 
rector; scripter Charles MacArthur, 
and associate producer Gene Fowler, 
Jr. These behind-the-camera factors 
should command plenty of accentu- 
ated newspaper commentary, all of 
it good. 

As for director, Kaufman manifests 
pace and polish in a fast-moving bit 
of fluff about a flannel-mouth solon 
whose presidential aspirations be- 
come complicated when he loses an 
incriminating diary wherein he had 
recorded every step taken by his po- 
litical backers in the past 30 days. 
Twice the boys flash the hit-the-road 
call, the last time scattering the kid- 
dies to Patagonia, Little America and 
other outposts with which the U. §S. 
maintains no extradition treaties. 
Topper finds William Powell (in the 
title role) in native South Seas garb 
and his “queen” is the unbilled 
Myrna Loy—a frank takeoff on the 
Crosby-Hope technique of “surprise” 
tongue-in-cheek fadeouts. 

_Powell does a fine job as the stuffy 
dimwit of a senator’ who was not 
stupid enough not to record his polit- 
ical machine’s' machinations. He 
uses that as a club over Charles D. 
Brown, who does a Capital job as the 
bullying political boss. Ella Raines is 
the newspaper gal who rightly sus- 

ts Arleen Whelan got away with 
he diary as a favor to her beau, who 
too has political ambitions, in oppo- 
sition to the senator. Peter Lind 
Hayes is highly believable as the p.a., 
playing his role with ease, mugging 
only a shade here and there, but in 
the right proportions, and impressing 
generally as a likely juve. 

Casting is good down the line, and 
there are many nice little touches in 
the Johnson - Kaufman - MacArthur 
manner (such as that autographed, 
oversize postage stamp whereon 
George Washington “thanks” p.a. 
Hayes for “putting me on_ the 
stamp”). The satire is broad, such 
as the hokum Indian induction scene: 
the broad Communistic waiter char- 
acter, and all the rest of the fine 
spoofery which, for all its sophistica- 
tion, should appeal generally. 

Abel, 


My Wild Irish Rose 
(COLOR—MUSICAL) 
Warner Bros. release of William Jacobs 
Production. Stars Dennis Morgan: features 


Arlene Dahl, Andrea King, Alan Hale, 
George Tobias, Gecrge O’Brien, Sara All- 
good, Ben Bive, William Frawley. Directed 


by David Butler. Screenplay by Peter 
Milne, based on book by Rita Oleott: cum- 


era (Technicolor), Arthur Edeson, Wm. V. 

Skall; editor, Irene Morra: montages, James 

Leicester; dialog director, Charles Vance: 

epecial effects, Harry Barndollar: dances. 

Le Roy Prinz: orchestrations conducted by 

Ray Heindorf; score, Max Steiner: songs. 

Ted Koehler, M. K. Jevome. Tradeshown 

N. Y., Dee. 5, 47. Running time, 101 MENS, 

Chauncey Olcoit............ Dennis Morean |} 
DO -EPOMGVAM: .65-5 ss « . 5-0 o0lkes Arlene Dahl 

Meldtinm. Rwawell . ics. o tc cd¥ecc esd Andren King 

John Donovwan..........82e.. Alan Hlale 

PUGET PORONS, 2... ee 2 ee George Tobias | 
“ieee Muldoon” ..5.. cd George O'Brien | 
Mrs. Brennan.................Sara Allgocd 

LE Ra ie RT Ra ia. ..-Ben Blue |} 
William Seanlan.........Witliam Frawley ! 
Mi © og Te ae ae Don Mc-Cuire | 
OURS MEGIEDES oo si ces ckos + ¥ eta Charles Trewin | 
Jor Rrennan. 


“liften Young 
Paul Stanton 


Augustus Pitou 






Capt. BOAR § osc cc sear. George Cleveland 
aie Seer Osear O' Shex 
Della ...iven be bon Sss'pid oes Ruby Dendridge 
MESURE cc oc oc ce tenes oe .Grady Sutton 
SE ee es. William Davidson 
MULT OB core cccceccccs. Douglas Wood 
a oe Charles Marsh 


“My Wild Irish Rose” puts War- 
ner Bros, back in-the screen musical 
sweepstakes with a winner. Whether 
this pic,.a first-rate production in 


is such a broadly humorous | 


or show likely will depend on how 
well the distributor and exhibitor 
sell it. It’s that sort of a picture. 
This handsomely mounted Techni- 
color musical on Chauncey Olcott’s 
life needs to be smartly sold to land 
big openings because it will thrive 
on strong word-of-mouth. Film is 
the sort of vehicle that pleases right 
off the reel. 


But just as “Rose” obviously has 
the ingredients for big returns, just 
as obviously this picture appears to 
need being judiciously put over with 
the public. A whale of an ad-exploi- 
tation outlay will be required. The 
selling should center about the Ol- 
cott-Lillian Russell angle. And, of 
course, this film 
Americans of Irish extraction. 





“Rose” surprises with its ability to | 


tell a concise Story, without too much 
| dependence on the surefire Irish bal- 
| lads or other Celtic angles. In many 
| respects, the production becomes a 
swiftly moving panorama of the va- 


riety stage of Miss Russell’s era, with | 


a considerable leaning to the minstrel 
and musical division of show biz. 

While Dennis Morgan is the chief 
name for lobby decoration, and 
measures up to star billing in the Ol- 
cott role, Arlene Dah] shapes as a 
brilliant newcomer in the chief ro- 
mantic part. This titian-haired beaut 
is a terrific looker who displays okay 
thespian ability, But she needs sell- 
ing. 

Film comes at a time when blue- 
| nose fingerpointers have had certain 
recent pix under fire; but this success 
| story, with its clean-cut romance, 
| should be welcome to many exhibs. 
| Furthermore, producer William Ja- 
cobs has made solid entertainment 
out of what could well have been a 
rather routine story. Actually, the 
title is the dullest part of this film 
| although identifying one of Olcott’s 
popular ballads. 

Scripter Peter Milne has used the 
Rita Olcott story with some liberties 
to depict Chauncey Olcott’s rise to 
fame via minstrel shows and musi- 
cal comedies. Plot has Lillian Rus- 
sell figuring vitally in his theatrical 

ir first meeting when 


| career from thei 
ithe Irish singer was trying to get 
| away from his work on a tugboat in 
| Buffalo, N. ¥Y. Later she. gives him a 
break by making him ‘her leading 
man in a Broadway musical, In fact, 
it’s the so-called newspaper romance 
with Miss Russell that brings the first 
rift between Olcott and his real heart 
interest, the daughter of a wealthy 
N. Y. alderman. 

Director David Butler has main- 
tained interest in this stylized plot, 
however, quickening the pace from 
the more leisurely moments by in- 
jecting exciting episodes such as the 
fight in the theatrical boarding house 
and the first time Olcott subs for the 
tiring Irish ballad-singing favorite, 





William Scanlan. Butler shows an 
Olcott. who continues pushing for- 
ward, with-the few obstacles in his 
rise to fame overcome with only 
slight effort. He’s kept the colorful 
stages on which the Irish balladist 
rose to the heights constantly before 
the eye. Net result is that, even with 
the slow ballads, there’s no letdown. 

Morgan (or his vocal double) dis- 
plays remarkably fine voice for the 
numerous songs, besidés looking the 
ne of a typical Irishman from N. Y. 

iss Dahl is the Rose Donovan who 
finally weds him despite her father’s 
objections. Andrea King’s Lillian 
Russell is effective without being 
flamboyant. Alan Hale makes a typ- 
ee alderman and dad to the Dahl 
girl. : 

Nick Popolis, the Greek hotel oper- 
ator and backer of theatrical ven- 
tures, is nicely done by George To- 
bias, while George O’Brien makes a 
rugged strong man. William Fraw- 
ley does William Scanlan in fitting 
fashion. Ben Blue furnishes fine 
comedy support as Olcott’s little pal 
|of early minstrel days. Latter’s 
{mother is portrayed in pat fashion 
‘by Sara Allgood. Heading the big 
supporting cast are Charles Irwin, 
George Cleveland and Don McGuire. 

Besides the standard Irish ballads 
such as “Wild Irish Rose,” “Called It 
Ireland” and “Mother Machree,” the 
additional tunes by Ted Koehler and 
M. K. Jerome add modern twist to 
the musical end of the vehicle. Best 
of these are “Wee Rose of Killarney,” 
“Miss Lindy Lou” and “There’s Room 
in My Heart for Them All.” 

Le Roy Prinz’s handling of musical 
/numbers is in excellent taste, never 
| being permitted to slow the action. 
_He’s also credited with the several 

nicely done dance ensembles. Out- 



















is a natural for | 


Miniature Reviews 


“The Senater Was Indiscreet” 
(U). Fine satire, starring Wil- 
liam Powell, which should do 
OK business. 

“My Wild Irish Rese” (Color- 
Songs) (WB). Sparkling Dennis 
Morgan starrer on Chauncey Ol- 
cott’s life geared for solid biz. 

“Bandits of Dark Canyon” 
(Rep). Sturdy entry for the 
western market; plenty of action, 
etc., for kiddie fans. 

“Devil Ship” (Col). Unimpor- 
tant filler screen material with 
stereotype performances. 

“Cheyenne Takes Over” (EL). 
Okay oater in the “Lash” LeRue 
series. 

“Symphonic Fantastique” (In-. 
die). Stilted French-made biog 
of Hector Berlioz for below-par 
sureseater results. 





| 








| pace is fast, the action plentiful and 
| it’s all woven around better than 
| usual plotting, which gives it extra 
l intereat for the oater fans. Produc- 
ition and camera take advantage of 
loutdoor settings to advance action 
intrigue. 

Allan “Rocky” Lane rides hard 
and shoots straight as the Texas 
Ranger who aids Bob Steele, es- 
caped convict, straighten out a phony 
murder conviction. Philip Ford’s di- 
rection keeps everything on the 
move and production by Gordon 
Kay backs up all departments. 

Plot centers aroupd efforts of 
Lane and Steele to chase down clues 





| unraveled 


that will prove latter did not mur- 
der his mine foreman. When it’s all 
in the Bob Williams 
script, the skulduggery is fastened 
on Steele’s best friend and the sup- 
posedly murdered foreman is dis- 
covered very much alive and help- 
ing the “friend” steal Steele’s gold. 
John Hamilton and Roy Barcroft 
head-up the dirty work. Linda John- 
son fills the slight romantic interest 
and Gregory Marshall is okay as 
Steele’s young son.. Some chuckles 
are injected by Eddy Waller and 
Lane’s stallion, Black Jack, shows off 
his tricks for: kiddie pleasure. 
Brog. 


Devil Ship 
Hollywood, Dec. 6. 


Columbia release of Martin Mooney pro- 
duction. Features Richard Lane, ‘Louise 
Campbell, William Bishop, Damian O'Flynn, 
Myrna Liles, Anthony Caruso. Directed by 
Lew Landers. Original sereenplay, Law- 
rence Edmund Tayler; camera, Allen Sieg- 
ler; editor, James Sweeney. Reviewed Dec, 
5, '47. Running time, 61 MINS. 








Capt. ‘Biff’ Brown......... Richard Lane 
Madge Harris............. Louise Campbell 
PRIM OL GON. «0c ce sccccegetseccs William Bishop 
BUG BEMGON... cc csvecedess Damian O'Flynn 
a oe REL TL CEE Myrna Liles 
WOOUA .  Soccs occ ccsdccees vl Anthony Carufo 
PG Sine bens doo evs thas s+ +0es ee. ERO 
BOMTEG ss cdeccccesivocoscacesd Anthony Warde 
RIDERS rece bacccesbosesercsesiecs Denver Pyle 
MVGUS. oa ccc k oss cee ccs... William Forrest 
Dolly....e--ee.0+++--.-Marjorie Woodworth 
CHUM. Vics soccer sscsascsesscsard Joseph Kim 
JOUUT ccvacodes codecedivss ses batt Bernard 





“Devil Ship” is a minor dualer, 
told in stereotype fashion and gen- 
erating little interest. Production’s 
budget values are padded out with 
sea clips. Cast names are minor. 

Plot concerns itself with Richard 
Lane, captain of small tuna ship 


the San Francisco Bay, and the dull 
adventures which he_ encounters. 
Some library shots of tuna fishing, 
two big storms, a wreck and fisti- 
cuffs feature action division while 
Lane pushes his suit of widow Louise 
Campbell. The Lawrence Edmund 
Taylor script spreads itself thin and 
Lew Landers’ direction isn’t able 
to give it much lift. 

Lane, Miss Campbell and William 
Bishop, in leads, are only adequate 
to demands. Damian O’Flynn, An- 
thony Caruso and Mare Kral are 
obvious heavies. Myrna Liles, mop- 
pet, and others, fill in. 

Martin Mooney’s production is 
standard for budget feature and 
lensing and other technical aides are 
okay. There’s not much to recom- 
»mend other than to pad out the bil 
in twin feature houses. Brog. 


Cheyenne Takes Over 


Eagle Lion release of Jerry Thomas pro- 
duction. Stars ‘‘Lash’’ LaRue, Al * 








| . - P St. John. Directed by Ray Taylor. Origi- 
standing dance specialties are pro-| nal screenplay, Arthur KE. Orloff; camera, 
| vided by Three Dunhills and Lou} Prnest Miller; editor, Joe Gluck. Pre- 
| Wills, Jr, Lensing of Arthur Edson, °°" Sex Jott: Nov. 28, '47. Running 
Aa 4 ‘ ime, 58 MINS. 
(and William V. Skall is topnotch | a Oe re Pee eee Oe ‘Lash’ LaRue 
throughout, and the Technicolor is a Bo) SAAS Al ‘‘Fuzz,"’’ St. John 
definite asset. Wear. b PAP 5s ic o.c tp sie atecweads teas -Nancy Gates 
| cd ob eles os taka -- George Chesebro 
S SPOUT. cs eb eeerk svaddabass lee Morgan 
Bandits of Dark Canvon ge SPP eer eee lohn Merton 
Holl . a GEPETITE EN 6 Sv ot évecve’s dcchesdcetds ere CH 
Oo ywood, Dec. 6. |) MMGOTOON ..6 cece civsgedes Cu oe Bob Woodward 
Republie release of Gordon Kay produc. | Companion, .......+ee+e+e0e.. Marshall Reed 
tion. Stars Allan ‘‘Rocky’’ Line; features | Bostwick...........c.ee.sece--, Bud Buster 
Bob Steele, Eddy Waller, Roy Barcroft, | Mess GE sc +05 % we amore’: as a .Carl Mathews 
John Hamilton, Linda Johnson. Directed | Johnson. ons 66. Gay 006 ¢aes cd06 00% Dee Cooper 
by Philp Ford. Original screenplay, Bob OOP Foch Fe dhe de Coa eeds weeas Brad Slaven 
Williams: camera, John MacBurnie; edi- | sania 
| tor, Les Orlebeck.  Previewed Dec. 2, 47. | 
Running time, 59 MINS, } Purely as a novelty, latest in the 
Allan “Rocky” Lane..Allan ‘“‘Rocky’’ Lane | “Lash”? LaRue series has a whodunit 
Bid Arehet...ceescscsreseeeees _ bob Steele tinge. Story departs from formula. 
ROUNERED, dices ee en Shs oe scaaes Kddy Walle: oe 6 . ; oe et > 
Jeff Conley..... Roy Baner tt | C@Uing for the old water hole or rail- 
OS ree pee John Hamilton | Toad right-of-way angle, and instead 
SN MERE CSS ac ckacev ites. Liftda Jobnson | Of missing cattle the film has a miss- 
Billy Archer..., .. Gregory Marshell| ing body. However, “Cheyenne” still 
Pere. “ErOGOer. vies iv casticcesss Francis Ford fafis comfortably i F h be d al 
eg ee OE ee er Eddie Acuff er y in the same dua er 
rE RS SR LeRoy Mason | 8rOOve as its many predecessors in 
IME she AMEE ane io dina t's.4 ass Jack Norman | this oater series. 
t LaRue and his comic sidekick, Al 
As fodder for the western action | St. John, dive into the plot early 


every department except big mar-| market, “Bandits of Dark Canyon” | 
measures up to all requirements, The | 


quee names, lands first money, place 


when they suspect something’s amiss 
at a ranch hard by Rock Creek, 


which hauls prisoners to Alcatraz in | 
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Ariz. Sure num badman George 
Chesebro has killed the rightful heir 
to the spins a 4 to seize the premises 
for himself. Saloon keeper Nancy 
Gates has witnessed the murder but 
she’s afraid to inform. the sheriff. 
After the usual moonlight search for 
the will, some hard ridin’ and 
shootin’, plus discovery of the body, 
Chesebro is exposed and the law 
triumphs. 

Singularly enough, while LaRue 
wins his sobriquet of the ‘“‘Lash” 
through his scent usage of a long 
whip, he fails to use the weapon 
once in this cayuser. Instead he re- 
lies on his dukes and six-shooter, St. 
John furnishes the comic relief and 
Miss Gates is amusingly petulant in 
the lone femme role. Chesebro con- 
tribs his usual standard characteriza- 
tion of the heavy. Lensing and Ray 
Taylor's direction are smooth in this 
Jerry Thomas production, 


Symphonie Fantastique 
(Music) 


(FRENCH-MADE) 
A. = 
production, Sters Jean-Louis Barrault. Di- 
rected by Christian Jacque Sereenplay by 
J. P. Feydeau and I. A. Legrand: camera, 
Armand Chirard; musical director, Maurice- 
Paul Guillot. At Sith st. Playhouse, N. Y., 
Dec, 6, '47. Running time, 90 MINS, 
Hector Berlioz.........Jean-lLoulis Barraalt 
Marie Martin Renee Saint-Cyr 


PEED, 5c hace oes be ceeb ces Lise 


Delamare 
OMe ckocccccvcdescccace Jules Kerry 
Charbonnel........+-- oe eee Bernard Blier 
eS ee ae Gilbert Gil 





(In French; English Titles) 
“Symphonie Fantastique” is a 
ponderously slow and stilted long- 
hair musical destined for below-par 


results in arty situations. Based on 
the biog of Hector Berlioz, early 19th 
Century composer, film fails to cap- 
ture the revolutionary excitement of 
his time, and, instead, is a static 
arrangement of tableaux elaborately 
dressed but without conviction. 
Jean-Louis Bar:ault, talented star 
of ‘Children of Paradise,” plays Ber- 
lioz disappointingly with a series of 
agonized grimaces that frequently 
provoke laughs where they should 
be kindling sympathy. Rest, of the 
cast also sags under the burden of 
a dull screenplay and uninspired di- 
rection. Camera work is okay but 
a scratchy sound track nearly ruins 
listenability of the symphonic and 
operatic selections from  Berlioz's 
works which are played by the Con- 
servatory Orchestra of Paris. 


Story traces the rise of Berlioz 
from obscurity to fame with all the 
conventional devices. Artistic fail- 
ure gives way to domestic travail 
until the composer is forced to de- 
sert his wife and son for another 
woman who succors his genius into 
fruition. Latter part of the film of- 
fers a maudlin portrait of Berlioz 
as an old man still suffering but on 
the pinnacle of success. For long- 
hair addicts, a liberal sprinkling of 
Berlioz’s compositions are offered, 
including pieces from “Damnation 
From Faust,” “Requiem,” ‘“Benven- 
uto Cellini,” “Symphonie Funebre at 
Triomphale” and “Symphonie Fan- 
tastique.” But this great music 
doesn’t make up for the surrounding 
inadequacies. Herm, 








Two on a Vaention 
(‘Pazzi Di Gioia’) 


(ITALIAN-MADE) 
(One Song) 
Hoffberg Productions release of Atlas 
production. Stars Vittorio Di Sica, Marie 


Denis, Umberto Melnati; features Enzo Bil- 
iotti, Paglo Stoppa, Rosetta Tofano. Di- 
rected by Carlo Ludovico and Bragali. 
Original script by Vittoria Di Sica; camera, 
Anchise Brizzi, Rodolfo Lombardi; musical 


director, Giovanni Fusco. Previewed in 

N. Y., Dec. 8, ‘47. Running time, 82 

MINS, 

Count Valli...... ecccecee- Vittorio Di Sica 

Fsilliana......secececesces.--..-.- Marie Denis 

COPPAROs . si cdg tb Giks.s o00% 6% Umberto Melnati 
Also: Enzo Bilioiti, Paglo Stoppa, Ro- 


seita Tofano, 


(In Italian; English Titles) 
There's no attempt to “say” any- 
thing in “Two on a Vacation” (‘“‘Paz- 
za Di Gioia’). This Italian picture 
isn’t intended as another “Open 
City” or “Shoe Shine” of realism. 
It’s merely an escapist romance more 


or less in the Hollywood manner of 
a decade or so ago. As such, it 





Fuzzy" | 


seems somewhat weak for average 
American audiences, but may appeal 
| to Italian-born filmgoers. 


The picture was scripted by Vit- 
ed “Shoe Shine.” He also co-stars 
in “Two on a Vacation” with Marie 
Denis and Umberto Melnati. There’s 
one song in the picture, a sentimen- 
tal ballad sung by De Sica, with lyr- 
ics translated via subtitles, during a 
brief daydream sequence. 

The story is a fairly involved one 
about a young couple who take an 
auto trip through southern Italy. 


twists, a running farce situation 
dealing with two jilted swains, and 
a rather hackneyed happy ending as 


'the girl learns her supposedly poor 


sweetheart is a wealthy count. 


The picture is not expertly pro- 
duced. The scripting seems guileless 
and fulsome. The direction is ade- 
quate, but the photography is some- 
what stilted. De Sica is an accept- 
able romantic lead and Marie Denis 


|is pretty as the girl, though not im- 


pressive dramatically. Some of the 
secondary parts, mostly comedy re- 
lief, are reasonably well played but 





suffer from seemingly unimagina- 
tive subtitling. Hobe. 


torio De Sica, who wrote and direct- | 


“At Saga, 





Foreign Film Reviews 


(Unlikely for Anglo-U. S. Market) 











Nyekelu Och Ringen 
(“The Key and the Ring”) 


(SWEDISH-MADE) 
Europa Film production and release. Siars 
Anders Henrikson, Aino Taube; features 


Lauritz Falk, Hilda Borgstrom, Eva D»h}- 
beck, Ulla Sallert, Olle Hilding. Directed 
by Henrikson, Screenplay, Bertil Malverg 
based on novel by August Brunius; camera, 
Harald Berglund; music, Sune Waldimir. 
Stockholm, Running tinie, sg 
MINS. 





With some of Sweden’s best film 





stars in this entry, “Nyckeln Och 
Ringen” looms as a good grosser 
in Scandinavia as well as having 


potentialities in the overseas market. 
Based on a novel by August Bru- 
nius, the comedy has been bril- 
liantly directed by Anders Henrik- 


;} son, who also handles a leading role. 


. Films release of L'Atalier Francais | 








,planation of 
There are various mistaken-identity | 





Cast is uniformly good. Outstand- 
ing is Hilda Borgstrom. Bertil Mal- 
berg’s screenplay is excellent, as is 
the camera work of Haraid Berg- 
lund. On the whole the picture com- 
pares favorably with most American 
film comedies, Wing. 


“Kronblom” (SWEDISH-MADE). s\ 


fae 


film release of Sven Nygren-Imago Film 
production. Stars Ludde Gentzel, Dagnur 
Ebbesen; features Julia Caesar, Calle Rein- 
heldz, Thor Modeen, Sigge Fischer, Sigge 
Fyrst, Arthur Rolen, Georg Skarsiedt, John 
Norrman Directed by Hugo Bolansder. 


Screenplay, Torsten Lundqvist 
based. on a magazine serial by 


and |! 


Elov Per 


S- 


son; camera, Hilmer Ekdahl; music, Gune- 
nar Johunsson. At Olympia, Stockholm, 
Running time, 110 MINS, 

Poor adaptation and_ direction 
spoil this comedy. Yarn is based 
upon “Kronblom,’ a comic figure 
sketched in one of the Swedish 
mags. As drawn in the publication 


the character is a humorous person 
who's invariably out of funds due 
to his dislike for work. But the film 


version presents him as a man of 
intelligence and sagacity. Picture 
offers little for the international 
trade, Wing. 


“Forsummad Av Sin Fru’ (‘Neglected 
by His Wife’) (SWEDISH-MADE). Sane 
drew-Bauman Film production and release, 
Stars Irma Christensson, Karl Arne Holinse 
ten; features Agneta Prytz, Lars Kuxe, 
Carl Hagman, Ake Claesson, Arthur (‘eder- 


borgh, Margit Andelius, Harry Ahlin, Bar- 
bro Flodqvuist, Georg Skarstetit Directed 
hy Gosta Folke. Screenplay, fiven Bjorrk- 
man; camera, Goran Strindberg, Hilding 
Biadh; music, Hakon von Bichwald At 


Royal, Stockholm. Running time, 88 MINS, 





Good Swedish comedy, this film is 
the story of a femme journalist and 
her husband. Because of the nature 
of her work he seldom sees her at 
home. Plot has other amusing com- 
plications which point up plenty of 
audience laughs. Acting, direction 
and scripts are okay. Picture rates 
as having a fine chance in the Scan- 
dinavian market with possibility of 
breaking into the foreign marts. 

Wing. 


White-Herald Trib 


Continued from page 6 














wood studios to blacklist the 10 men 
charged with contempt of Congress. 
He wrote that the writer of the 
editorial had “fallen over the First 
Amendment,” mistaking it for “the 
office cat.” Terming himself a 
“party of one,’ White argued that 
the Thomas committee, and _ the 
studios, have no right to “invade” 
any man’s mind or beliefs, and that 
a person's politics or beliefs should 
not be a basis of employment. 
More Pro and Con 


In an adjacent column of the same 
page, the Trib ran a second editorial 
in reply, reiterating its previous 
position and calling White's “party 
of one” a “dangerous element.” 
Several days later the sheet printed 
a “representative” batch of a dozen 
or so letters to the editor on the 
subject, the majority of which sided 
with White. Again in an adjacent 
column on the same page, it printed 
a third editorial explaining its 
stand. : 

Another answer from White, this 
time protesting the Trib’s assertion 
that he’s “the most dangerous ele- 
ment in our society” and observing 
that “a man who disagrees with the 
Tribune” is “by your own definition” 
already classed “among the unem- 
ployables.” The sheet carried an 
editorial answer, considerable mod- 
ified in tone, with still another ex- 
its attitude on the 
original issue. 

The Authors League statement 
was signed by Oscar Hammerstein, 
2d, president; John Hersey, vice- 
president; Peter Lyon, secretary; 
Arthur Schwartz, treasurer, and the 
entire council, including Franklin 
P. Adams, Maxwell Anderson, Carl 
Carmer, Russel Crouse, Julian Funt, 
Paul Gallico, Otte Harbach, Lillian 
Hellman, Christopher La Farge, 
Howard Lindsay, Peter Lyon, Sam 
Moore, Paul Osborn, Elmer Rice, 
Richard Rodgers, Rex T. Stout, John 
Vandercook, Kurt Weill and Glen- 
way Wescott. 
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Pre-Xmas Bops B way But ‘News Plus 
Nativity’ Fine 132, ‘Earrings -Stage 
Big 856; For Keeps’-Whiteman 63G 


Broadway deluxers, with only a 
few exceptions, are taking it on the 
chin this week, with several thea- 
tres seeking new product or addi- 


tional fare to bolster dwindling 
grosses. It’s the usual pre-Xmas 
slump but getting under way earlier 


than usual. And some exhibitors 
claim it is more severe than in re- 
cent years. Soaring prices for mer- 
chandise and foodstuffs, made more 
apparent during the Christmas shop- 
ing season, also are rated as not 
eing conducive to free spending 
for entertainment just now. 

Bulk of the really big business Is 
going to the Music Hall and Para- 
mount this session. Hall has its an- 
nual Christmas show on the stage 
with “Good News,” and likely will 
be good at $132,000. This is particu- 
larly nice in view of the fact that 
“News” has no big name star. 

Paramount, with “Golden Ear- 
rings” and stage show headed by 
Billy De Wolfe, Ray McKinley band 
and Frankie Laine, will be a big 
$85,000 for first week ended last 
(Tues.) night. Par was particularly 
helped, as were some other theatres, 
by Catholic schools being closed 
Monday (8) in observance of Im- 
maculate Conception, Holy day. 
Other strongest opener is “Henry 
V,” playing in fourth downtown 
N. Y. house, and likely to hit strong 
$10,000 in first week ending next 
Friday at Park Avenue. Booked in 
hurriedly when “Bush Christmas” 
fell apart, it is giving the theatre its 
best trade in months despite the 
season. 

Capitol teed off “This Time for 
Keeps” with Paul Whiteman band, 
Marilyn Maxwell and Gene Sheldon 
topping the stageshow last Thursday 
(4), and is not getting far with mild 
$63,000 or less. “Had to Be You” 
and stagebill of Connee Boswell, the 
Pitchmen and DiGatanos was rushed 
into the Roxy last Saturday (6) 
after three days of second week for 
“Thunder in Valley.” It, too, looks 
@thin with $60,000 for split week, 
covering only four days of “Had to 
Be,” since house ends week nor- 
mally on Tuesdays. Despite fine re- 
views, “Capt. Boycott” shapes dis- 
appointing at $20,000 or under in 
first week at the Winter Garden. 

Typical of current conditions on 
Broadway is the way Strand’s re- 
issue combo slipped badly. “Slight 
Case of Murde:*” was moved in to 
bolster “Jezebel,” supplanting “An- 
thony Adverse, but it was no dice. 
“Murder”’-“Jezebel”’ combo is sad 
$13,000 in final five days, with Strand 
resuming stageshows today (Wed.). 
Tees off “Always Together” and 
Charlie Barnet band heading stage- 
bill. Although “Victory Through 
Air Power” has been added, the 
Broadwey will hit an all-time low of 
$3,000 or less with seeond week of 
“Christmas Eve.” 

All holdovers and extended-runs 
are suffering drastic dips from boom 
trade of Thanksgiving week. Even 
the front - running “ Gentleman’s 
Agreement” sagged nearly $20,000 in 
its fourth week at the Mayfair to 
hit $46,000. Addition of Louis-Wal- 
cott fight pictures over weekend is 
helping second stanza of “Out of 
Past” at Palace to $29,000, nice in 
view of conditions. 

“Bishop's Wife.” which was 
Jaunched with special preem for 
benefit of Lighthouse Assn. of N. Y. 
Jast (Tues.) night at the Astor starts 
its regular run today (Wed). RKO- 
Goldwyn opus replaces “Walter Mit- 
ty,” which went 17 highly profitable 
weeks. “Pirates of Monterey” is set 
to open Dec. 17 at the Criterion. 

Victoria brings in “Belle Starr” 
and “Frontier Marshall,” twin re- 
issues, toworrow (Thurs.) after two 
okay weeks with “Love From 
Stranger.” ae 

Estimates for This Week 


Ambassador (Siritzky) (1,200; 70- 
$1.50)—‘My Father’s House” (Indie) 
(ilth wk). Still showing profit at 
$7,500 or near; 10th stanza was very 
good $8,000. “Volpone” (Indie) opens 
on Dec. 26. : 

Astor (City Inv.) (1,300; 80-$1.80) 
—‘Bishop’s Wife” (RKO). Opens 
today (Wed.) after preview for 
Lighthouse Assn. benefit last night. 
Last week, “Walter Mitty” (RKO) 
(17th wk), fell to $20,000; previous 
week was $26,000. 

Bijou ‘City Inv.) (650; 85-$1.50)— 
“Revenge” (Indie) (2d wk). Down 
to very mild $4,000, after only $6,000 
opener. “Beauty and Beast” (Indie) 
opens Dec. 22. 

Broadway (UA) (1,895; 70-$1.50)— 
“Christmas Eve” (UA) (2d wk) with 
“Victory Through Air Power” (UA) 
(reissue) added over weekend. 
Added Disney oldie in effort to bol- 
ster this sagging house but won't be 
over $3,000 if that; first week of 
“Eve” was very dismal $5,500, below 
hopes. Fouse was ali set to shutter 
today (Wed.) but plans were 
changed. 

Capitel (Loew's) (4,820; 70-$1.50) 
—“This Time for Keeps” (M-G) with 
Paul Whiteman orch, Marilyn Max- 
well, Gene Sheldon.heading~ Siage- 
bill. Feeling general Christmas- 


- 
z 





slump, with mildish $63,000 
likely in initial round. Last week, 
third for “Husband’s Affairs” (Col) 
and Frank Sinatra, Skitch Hender- 
son orch, heading stageshow, fairly 
good. $74,000 but below hopes. 


shopping 


Criterion (Loew's) (1,700; 60- 
$1.25) — “Green Dolphin Street 
(M-G) (9th wk). Eighth frame 
ended last (Tues.) night was okay 
$24,000, albeit way off from fast 
$32,000 of seventh stanza. “Pirates 
of Monterey” (U) is set to open 


Dec. 17. 


Glebe (Brandt) (1,500; 70-$1.20) 
“Body and Soul” (UA) (5th wk). 
Also feeling pre-Xmas lull but stay- 
ing up nicely for thig stage of run 
at $33,000 ending next Friday (12); 
fourth was strong $47,000. 

Golden (RKO) (769; $1.20-$2.46)— 
“Mourning Becomes Electra” (RKO) 
(3d wk). Holding-up well in view 
of conditions at $11,000 after $12,000 
for second. Continues. e 

Gotham (Brandt) (900; 70-$1.40)— 
“Red Stallion” (EL) (24 wk). Cur- 
rent stanza ending today (Wed.) 
slipping to passably good $10,000 
after stout $13,000 opener. That was 
below expectancy. 

Little Carnegie (Indie) (460; 95- 
$1.20)—“Nicholas Nickleby” (U) (2d 
wk). Session ending Friday (12) is 


| fairish $6,500. 





faring nicely at $8,000 or a bit under 
after fancy $8,500 initial week. 
Stays on. 

Mayfair (Brandt) (1,736: 70-$1.50) 
—“Gentleman’s Agreement” (20th) 
(5th wk). Fourth round ended last 
Monday (8) night slipped drastically 
but still okay at $46,000 after fast 
$65,800 in third. 

Palace (RKO) (1,700: 60-$1.20)— 
“Out of Past’ (RKO) (3d.wk). Addi- 
tion of Louis-Walcott fight films 
over weekend giving this a nice 
boost in. second stanza ended last 
Monday (8) night, to solid $29,000; 
first week was big $38,000. Continues 
until Dec. 25 when “Tycoon” (RKO) 
opens. 

Paramount (Par) (3,664; 55-$1.50) 
“Golden Earrings”’ “Par) and 
Billy De Wolfe, Ray McKinley orch, 
Frankie Laine heading stageshow 
(2d wk). First week ended last 
(Tues.) night hit big $85,000, being 
one of few real money-making op- | 





erations on street currenthy. In 
ahead, “Wild Harvest” (Par) with | 
King Cole Trio, Connie 


Randy Brooks orch on 
wk), good $60,000. 

Park Avenue (U) (583; $1.20-$1.80) | 
—“Henry V’ (UA). Booked in hur- 
riedly last Saturday (6) under The- 
atre Guild auspices, and doing re- 
markably well at $10,000 or near, 
best here in months. Final three 
days of second week for “Bush 
Christmas” (U) fell to slim $1,500, 
while opening week was only fair 
$5,000, below hopes. 

Radio City Music Hall (Rockefel- 
lers) (5,945; 70-$2.40)—“Good News” 
(M-G) and “Nativity” pageant plus 
Christmas pantomime on stage. De- 
spite absence of names in _ film’s 
cast, Hall looks to land good $132,- 
000. Holds, natch! Last week, “Cass 
Timberlane” (M-G) and stageshow 
(4th wk), nice $127,000. “Paradine 
Case” (SRO) booked to open next, 
likely Jan. 8. 

Rialte (Mayer) (594; 50-$1.80) — 
“Panic” (Indie) (2d wk). Continues 
in fine style at $14,000 on _ initial 
holdover session for this French- 
made. First was new record at 
$18,000 but a bit below hopes. Stays 
on two or three weeks more with 
“Fury” (Indie) set to follow. 

Rivoli (UAT-Par) (2,092; 60-$1.25) 
—“Unconquered” (Par) (9th wk). 


(3d | 


stage 


Dipping to passable $21,000 which is | $3,000 


considerably off from sturdy $31,000 
in eighth (Thanksgiving Day) week. 
“Capt. From Castile” (20th) set to 
open Dec, 25. 

Roxy (20th) (5,886; 80-$1.50)—“Had 
to Be You” (Col) and stagebill head- 
ed by Connee Boswell, Jayne and 
Adam _ Digatano, the Pitchmen. 
Opened last Saturday (6) after hur- 
ried decision to pull “Thunder in 
Valley” (20th) and stageshow 
a Ah by Dan Dailey, Harrison and 
Fisher, which went only three days 
of second week. New bill in first 
four days plus final three of “Thui- 
der” hit meagre $60,000. First week 
of “Valley” was thin $65,000. 

State (Loew's) (3,450; 43-$1.10)— 
“Song of Love” (M-G) (2d run) and 
vaude headed by Lorraine Rognan, 
Johnny Morgan, the Tunesmen, Very 


Pitt Skids But 


| Fancy Free,” picked up some yester- 


L’ville Lull; Busse Ups 
‘Railroaded’ Brisk 14G 


Louisville, Dec. 9. 

Business is on slow side this week, 
with “Walter Mitty” at the Rialto 
and. “Railroaded’ plus . Henry 
Busse’s band on stage at the Na- 
tional the only new bills to show 
much. 

Estimates for This Week 

Brown (Fourth Avenue) (1,200; 

40-60) — “Foxes of Harrow” (20th) 


(m.o.). Mild $3,000. Last week, 
“Where There’s Life” (Par) (m.0.), 
$4,000 


Kentucky (Switow) (1,200; 30-40) 
— “This Time For Keeps” (M-G) 
and “Crossfire’ (RKO). Medium 
$3,000. Last week, “Merton of 
Movies” (M-G) and “Tarzan. Hunt- 
ress” (RKO), $3,500. 

Mary Anderson (People’s) (1,100; 
40-60)—“‘Lady From Cheyenne” (In- 
die) and “Lady in Jam” (Indie) (re- 
issues). Modest $6,000. Last week, 
“Escape Me Never” (WB), good 
$8,000. 

National (Standard) (2,400; 60-80) | 
“Railroaded” (EL) with Henry | 
Busse. orch, others, on stage. Brisk 
$14,000 looms. Last week, “Hal 
Roach Comedy Carnival” (UA), 


Rialto (FA) (3,400; 40-60)—“Wal- 
ter Mitty” (RKO). Okay _ $14,000. 
Last week, “Foxes of Harrow 
(20th), about same. 

State (Loew's) (3,000; 40-60) 


Weather, Printers Strike Bops Chi 
| But Blue'-Suns $55,000; ‘Alley’ 25G 





Grosses Are Net 

Film gross estimates, as re- 
ported herewith from the vari- 
ous key cities, are net, ie. with- 
out the 20% tax. Distributors 
share on net take, when playing 
percentage, hence the estimated 
figures are net income. 

The  parenthetic admission 
prices, however, as indicr'ed, in- 
clude the U.S. amusement tax 


H.0.'s Flood Prov. 
Dolphin’ 196, 2d 


Providence, Dec. 9. 
State’s holdover of “Green Dolphin 
Street” is still in high this week. 
Also big in second stanza is RKO 





“Green Dolphin Street” (M-G) (Qd 
wk). Pace slackening from first 
stanza. Mild $12,000 after last week's | 


‘solid $18,000. 


Strand (FA) (1,400; 40-60)—“Gold- | 
en Earrings” (Par) (2d wk). Mod- 
erate $4,500 after last week’s excel- 
lent $8,000. 








‘Exile Hot 146; | 


Dolphin 176, 2d 
Oip » et 
Pittsburgh, Dec. 9. | 

Miserable weather over the week- | 
end and the Xmas shopping boom | 
will bring no joy to the downtown 
houses this week. “The Exile” at 
Harris and second week of “Green 
Dolphin Street” at Penn are excep- | 
tions to the downbeat. “Anthony | 
Adverse” and “Jezebel,” and | 
Warner, with holdover of “Fun and 





day (Mon.) via adding Louis-Wal- 


the most help. } 
Estimates for This Week 
Fulton (Shea) (1,700; 40-70—‘“Lost 


Last week, “Outlaw” (UA) broke | 
all-time house record by more than 
$7,000, sensational $26,000, but pulled 
after seven days because of church 
pressure. ° 

Harris (2,200: 


(Harris) 40-70)— 


“The Exile” (U). Virtually alone as | 


far as downtown new pix are con- 
cerned, and looks big $14,000. Will 
stick. Last week, second of “Had To 
Be You” (Col) around $4,000 in 3 
days after $13,000 opening stanza. 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 40-70)— 
“Green Dolphin Street” (M-G) (2d 
wk). This one’s showing plenty at 
strong $17,000, and m.o. Last week, 
smash $29,500. 

Ritz (Loew’s) (800; 40-70)—“Sun- 
down” (UA) and “The Kansan” 
(Col) (reissues). Nothing much at 
$2,500. Last week, “Body and Soul” 
(UA), terrif $5,000 on moveover 
after two Penn weeks. 

Senator (Harris) (1,750: 40-70)— 
“Man In Iron Mask” (UA) and 
“Gentleman After Dark” (UA) (re- 
issues). Oke $3,500. Last week, 
“Nightmare Alley” (20th) (m.o.), 


(WB) (3,800; 40-70)— 
“Jezebel” (WB) and “Anthony 
Adverse” (WB) (reissues). Louis-' 
Walcott fight pix added yesterday 
(Mon.) _may help to around $12,500, 
just fair. Last week, “Escape Me 
Never” (WB), also $12,500, very 
thin for holiday week. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 40-70) —“Fun, 
Fancy Free” (RKO) (2d wk). Also 
Louis-Walcott fight pix for last three 
days. A good shot in the arm at 
this spot with Disney feature hold- 
ing up well, too. Trim $9,000 or 
over. Last week, big $15,500. 


, . 


Stanley 





last Monday (8) night slipping to $5,- 
500, still in profit, after $8,200 in pre- 
vious week. Stays on. 

Victoria (City Inv.) (720; 70-$1.20) 





mild $20,000 or near. Last week. 
“Wistiul Widow” (U) (st run) (2d 
wk), with vaude topped by Jackie | 
Gleason, Bob Howard, Betty Reilly, | 
fancy $34,000. 

Strand (WB) (2,756; 75-$1.50)—“Al- 
“ways Together” (WB) plus Charlie 
Barnet orch topping stagebill. Opens 
today (Wed.). st week, “Jezebel” 
(WB) (2d wk) and “Slight Case of 
Murder” (WB) (reissues). was dis- 
mal $13,000 in 5 days. First week of 
“Jezebel” and “Anthony Adverse” 
(WB) (reissue) hit mild $38,000. “Ad- 
verse” was yanked after first week 
in hopes of bolstering twin reissue 
combo. 

Sutton (Rugoff-Becker) (561; 70- 
$1.25)—“Know Where I'm Going” 
(U) (7th wk). For 16th frame ended 





—“Love From Stranger” (EL) (2d 
wk). 


after neat $19,000 opener, albeit first 


| “Wistful Widow” 


| week was good $12,500. 


| “Golden Earrings” 





Albee’s “Walter Mitty.” Town vir- 
tually solid holdover. Strands 
“Where There's Life” had a nice 
week, and opened its second Mon- 
day (8). 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) - (2,200; 44-65) — 
“Walter Mitty” (RKO) and “Wild 
Horse Mesa” (RKO) (2d wk). Nice 
$19,000 after opening week at big 
$22 000. 

Cariton (Fay-Loew) (1,400; 44-65) 
—‘Anthony Adverse” (WB) and 
“Jezebel” (WB) (reissues) (2d wk). 
Nice $4,000. First week was good 
$6,000. 

Fay’s (Fay) (1,400; 44-65)—‘“Spoil- 
ers’ (U) (reissue) and vaude on 
stage. Fair $6,000. Last week, “Thai’s 
My Gal” (Rep) and vaude on stage, 


$7,000. 
Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 44-65) — 
(U) and “Bulldog 
Drummond Strikes” (Col) (2d wk). 


Nifty $14,000 after swell $19,000 | 
opener. 

Metropolitan (Snider) (3,100; 65- 
85))—“Northwest Outpost’ (Rep) 


and Judy Lynn heading stage show 
for three-day weekend run. Very 
nice $9,500. Last week, “Wyoming” 


| (Rep) and Peggy Ann Garner head- 
|ing stage show, $9,500. 


State (Loew) (3,200: 44-65) — 


Haines, | cott fight pix, latter house petting | “Green Dolphin Street” (M-G) (2d 


wk). Stout $19,000. First round, sock 
$31,000. 


Strand (Silverman) (2.200; 44-65) 


| Moment” (U). Crix didn’t want any |—“Where There's Life” (Par) and 
| part of this. Maybe $6.500, very thin, | “Sweet Genevieve” 


(Col). Second 
week opened Monday (8). First 
Last week, 
(Par) (2d wk), 
$10,000. 


HAMPTON UPS ‘REPEAT’ 
GOOD $18,500, OMAHA 


Omaha, Dec. 9. 

“Repeat Performance” plus Lionel 
Hampton’s band heading stage show 
at the Orpheum is being kept down 
by combination of bad weather and 
Christmas shopping, but will be 
fairly good despite these handicaps. 
Other theatres also are feeling the 
holiday spirit. Plenty of street 
crowds but they're busy going to the 
stores. 

Estimates for This Week 

Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000; 20-85) 
—‘Repeat Performance” (EL) plus 
| Lionel Hampton orch on stage. Good 
| $18,500. . Last week, “Where There’s 
|Life” (Par) and “Adventure Island” 
|(Par), fine $13,000 at regular house 
‘scale. 

Omaha (Tristates) (2,100; 16-65)— 
“Great Expectations’ (U).- Looks 
moderate $10,000 or near. Last week, 
“Spirit West Point” (FC) and “Fun 
on Week-end” (UA), big $10,200. ~ 

Brandeis (RKO) (1,500; 16-65)— 
“Walter oy 8 (RKO) (3d wk). 
Neat $6,500. ast week, $8,200. 

Paramount (Tristates) (2,800: 16- 
65)—‘‘Green Dolphin Street” «(M-G) 
|(2d wk). Nice $9,500. Last week, 
| solid $12,000. 














Frisco Dips But ‘Exile’ 
Firm $16,500; ‘Blue’ 166 


San Francisco, Dec. 9. 





Down to barely okay $8,500) 


Weekend trade is helping to lift 


|-general level of biz but it still cur- 


week was below expectancy. Dual | rently is dragging near bottom. “Out- 
reissue combo of “Belle Starr” (20th) law” is bringing in some out-of-town 


and “Frontier Marshall” 

tomorrow (Thurs.). 
Warner (WB) (1,499; 90-$1.50)— 

“Life With Father” (WB) (17th wk). 


considering length of run; 16th stanza 
was good $14, 


(20th) opens ser 


. Due to stay until | 


e at the bandbox Esquire. “The 
le” is passably good at the Or- 


|pheum and “Out of Blue” looks fair 


_at the Paramount. Addition of fight 
Also off at $10,500 but not so mild | 


pictures at Golden Gate is helping 
the second week of “Out of Past,” 
with Robert Mitchum heading stage- 


Dec. 25 when “Voice of Turtle” (WB) | Show. 


opens. 

Winter Garden (UA) (1,312: 60-) 
$1.20 )—“Capt. Boycott” (U). In week | 
ending tomorrow (Thurs.) looks for 
modest $20,000 or under. Last week. 
second of “Lost Moment” (U) was 
slow $14,000. 


Estimates for This Week 
Clay (Roesner) (400: 65-85)— 
“Tawny Pipit” (U) (4th wk). Fat 
$2,000. Last week, big $2.400. 
Esquire (Blumenfeld) (952: 55-85) 


‘wea Outlaw” (UA). Wow $12,000. 


(Continued on page 24) 





+ Chicago, Dec. 9. 
Bad weather is fouling up the ex- 
pected good take at boxoffices this 
week. Lots of new product, but that 
is not enough to overcome the pre- 
Xmas lull. Doing best of the new 
ones is “Out of the Blue” at the 
Oriental, with the fine $55,000 partly 





attributed to Three Suns on the 
stage. 

“Nightmare Alley” at the State- 
Lake also seems okay. On the 
weaker side of new pictures is 
“Golden Earrings” at the Chicagc 
|'with Delta Rhythm Boys on stage 
for moderate $47,000. “Gangster” at 
the Grand is light $16,500. “I Love 


| Trouble” at the United Artists also 
is thin at $13,000. “Forever Amber” 
switched to the Rialto, but seems 
hampered by weather and lack of 
newspaper splurge, which is also af- 


'fecting all, theatres with printers 
\strike still on. 
“Body and Soul” at the Woods 





;continues at the top of the holdover 
‘list with smash $25,000 in fifth week. 
|Right behind is “Gentleman's Agree- 
ment” at the Apollo with staunch 
|$20,000. Right in same bracket also 
lis “Exile” at Palace with $20,000. 


| Estimates for This Week 

| Apolle (B&K (1,400; $1.25)— 

i\“Gentleman’s Agreement” (20th) 
(4th wk), Firm $20,000. Last week, 
$25,000. 

| Chicago (B&K) (3,900; 95)— 


“Golden Earrings” (Par) with Delta 
'Rhythm Boys heading stage show. 
| Moderate $47,000. Last week, “Where 


|There’s Life” (Par) with Rosie 
| Marle topping stagebill (2d wk), 
lokay $46,000. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 95) — “Up- 
turned Glass” (U) (2d wk). Sad 
7,500. Last week, $11,000. 


Grand (RKO) (1,500; 95)—"'Gang- 
ister” (Mono). Light $16,500. Last 
week, “Pirates of Monterey” (U) (2d 
wk), fine $17,000. 

Oriental (Essaness) (3,400: 95)— 
“Out of Blue” (EL) with Three Suns 





and Marshall Bros. on stage. Sharp 
$55,000. Last week, “Heaven Only 
Knows” (UA) (2d wk) with Red 
Ingle and Jack Smith, $31,000. 

| Palace (RKO) (2,500; 95)—*Exile” 
\(U) (2d wk). Nice $20,000.° Last 
| week, $23,000. 

Rialto (Indie) (1,500; $1.25)— 
“Forever Amber” (20th) (m.o.). 
Stout $16,000. Last week, ‘Abie’s 
Irish Rose” (UA) and “Fabulous 
Dorseys” (UA), $8,500. 
| Roosevelt (B&K ) (1,500; 95)—“Ha- 
|gen Girl” (WB) (2d wk). Sweet 
| $17,000. Last week, $24,000. 

State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 95)— 


“Nightmare Alley” (20th). Nice $25,- 
000. Last week, “Forever Amber” 
(20th) (6th wk) big $20,000 at $1.25 


top. 

United Artists (1,700; 95)—“I Love 
Trouble” (Col). Lean $13,000. Last 
week, “Unconquered” (Par) (7th 
wk), great $20,000 at $1.25 top. 

Woods (Essaness) (1,073; 95)— 
“Body and Soul” (UA) (5th wk). 
'Smash $25,000. Last week. $28,000. 

World (Indie) (587, 75;)—‘Cap- 
tive Heart” (U). Minor $2.400. Last 
week, “Mayerling” (Indie) (2d wk), 
$2,200. 


Buff. Holds Up; ‘Exile’ 
Okay $16,500, ‘Gangster’ 
Nice at 19G, ‘Eve’ 166 


Buffalo, Dec. 9. 
Biz is holding up fairly well here 
in pre-holiday period, especially in 
view of holdovers and reissues. 
“The Exile” and “The Gangster” 
shapes as top new entries. 


Estimates for This Week 


Buffalo (Shea) (3,500; 40-70)— 
“Christmas Eve” (UA) and “Black- 
mail” (Rep.) Average $16,000. Last 
week, “Where There's. Life” (Par) 
and “Adventure Island” (Par), solid 
$19,500. 

Great Lakes (Shea) (3,400: 40-70) 
—“This Time for Keeps” (M-G) (2d 
wk). Down to good $12,000 after big 
$20,000 last week. 

Hippodrome (Shea) (2,100; 40-70) 
—“Wher& There's Life” (Par) and 
“Adventure Island” (Par) (m.o.). 
Fair $9,000. Last week, “Green 
Dolphin Street” (M-G) (‘m.o.), fine 
$11,000 for third week downtown. 

Teck (Shea) (1,400; 40-70)— 
“Swamp Water” (UA) “Prisoner of 
Shark Island” (UA) (reissues). Mild 
$3,500 or near. Last week. “Body 
and Soul” (UA) and “Winter Wond- 








erland” (Rep) (m.o.) (3d wk), 
$5,500. 
Lafayette (Basil) (3.000: 40-78¢)— 


“The Exile” (U) and “Two Blondes, 
Redhead” (Col). Okay $16,500. Last 
week, “Ride Pink Horse” (U) and 
“Blondie in Dough” (Col), $12,500. 

20th Century (20th Cent.) (3,000: 
40-70)— “Gangster” (Mono) and 
“That's My Gal” (Rep). Fine $19,000. 
Last week, “Fun, Fancy Free 
(RKO) and “Bowery Buckaroos 
(Mono), $16,500. 
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“Let’s give 
the folks 
Good 
News!”’ 











THE BAG! 


If ever there was a picture perfectly 
timed to bring the folks fast-paced 
cheer at this holiday season it’s 
M-G-M’s “GOOD NEWS,” brim- 
ming over with music and merri- 
ment, love and laughter, youth, tal- 
ent, beauty. Yes, it’s got everything 
for young and old and in between! 
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Now playing to “M-G-M’s XMAS GIF T TO 


packed audiences 


at Radio city Music | MNATION’s SCREENS!” ce si 


Hall! Hundreds of 
theatres will play “It should have field day at boxoffice...” —Exhibitor 


it simultaneously “Should mount into king-size boxoffice figures.” —Film Daily 
at New Years! “Boxoffice ae indicates hearty grosses . . Pomgare click with all 


S type audiences .. . carefree escapist entertainment.’ 
GoOoD : —Variety (Weekly) 











: % “Good News’ is good news!” —Ager, PM 

ad rise “Exhibitors and public alike will be mighty thankful for this won- 

derful entertainment.” —Coast Variety 

JUNE “Gay and speedy . . . ‘Good News’ is just that for entertainment 

| ; seekers.” —Cameron, N. Y. Daily News 

A L LY 4 O N “Gay, festive ... entertains all the way.” —Conrad, N. Y. Mirror 
PETER “Brightly tinted and aggressively exuberant.” 


LAWFORD asrgtete sags Be ye 


“Something for everybody...bright movie version of ‘Good News’. 
—Crowther, N. Y. Times 





MARSHALL - McCRACKEN “Audience attraction which will render a good account of itself.” 
RAY McDONALD - MEL TORME . —Motion Picture Daily 
coor sy TECHNICOLOR _“A happy attraction for the holiday season.” 

Screen Play by Betty Comden end Adolph Green —Showmen's Trade Review 


Based on the Musical Comedy by Lawrence 
Schwab, Lew Brown, Frank Mande, 8. G. DeSyive 
and Ray Henderson 


Directed by CHARLES WALTERS | 
Produced by ARTHUR FREED — 
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L. A. Marks Time Pre-Xmas; ‘Life’ Hot 
$33,500; Unconquered 336, Dolphin 


Tall 446, ‘Hag 


Los Angeles, Dec. 9. 

Pre-Xmas s.ump is dampening 
midweek biz here, but trade is hold- 
ing well on weekends. Pantages and 
Hillstreet are getting strong bi 
hypo via exclusive showing of fight 
films. with matinee trade up 50-60% 
on Monday (8). Fistic pictures 
opened Sunday without advance ads 
s0 upbeat was not felt until Mon- 
day. Playing with “Mitty,” it will 
be strong $29,500 for third round of 
feaiure. 

“Where There’s Life” is nice $33,- 
500 in two Paramount houses. “The 
Gangster” looks sturdy $38,500, five 
theatres. “Capt. Boycott” shapes as 
very dull $21,000, also five houses. 
Second week at upped scale of “Un- 
conquered” Stil is hefty at $33,000 
in two spots. oe 

“Dolphin Street” also is nice $44. - 
0CO in second session; three loca- 
tions. Second frame of “Daisy 
Kenyon” is fair $34,000 in four spots. 
“Hacen Girl” looks slight $24,000 In 
second stanza, three houscs. 

Estimates for This Week 

Belmont (FWC) (1,532; 60-$1) — 
“Gangster” (Mono) and “Wiki 
Ho-se Mesa” (RKO. Slow $4,000. 
Lest week, “Out of Blue” (EL) and 
“Roailroaded” (EL), $4,500. 

Beverly Hills Music Hall (G&S- 


Blumenfeld) (€26; 65-$1) — “Body 
god Soul” (UA) (3d wk). Only $4.- 
000. Last week dropped to $6,400 | 


bit way over average. x 
“Carthay Cirele (FWC) (1,518; 80- 


1.50) — “Unconquered” (Par) (2d 
vey, Fancy $13,000, Last week, $20,- 
300. | 

Chinese (Grauman-WC) (2,048; 


60-%1)—“Daisy Kenyon” (20th) (2d 
wk). Fair $8,000. Last week, below 
opes et $14,000. 

pay so Bm (FWC) (1,145; 60-$1) — 
“Canester”’ (Mono) and “Wild 
Horse Mesa” (RKO), Dull $4,000. 
Last week, “Exile” (U) and “Crime 
Doctor’s Gamble” (Col) (2d wk-5 
deys), $2,500. 

Dewntown (WB) (1,800; 60-$1) — 
“Hagen Girl” (WB) (2d wk). Finales 
a #9,500. Last week, slow $16,400. 

Powntown Music Hall (Blumen- 
feld). (812; 60-$1)—“Body and Soul 
(UA) (3d wk). Okay 38.090. Last 
week, above average $13,500. 

Egypt'a. (FWC) (1,538; 60-$1) — 
“Creen Dolphin Street” (M-G) (2d 
wi). Good $11,500. Last week, sturdy 
$17,900. 

El Rey (FWC) (861; 6 
“(,angster” (Mono) and “Wild Horse 
Mesa” (RKO). Light $3,500. Last 
week, “Out of Blue” (EL) and “Rail- 
readed” (EL), $4,800. 

Esquire (Rosener) (685; 85) — 
“Tawny Pipit” (U) (3d wk). Just 
$2,000. Last week, good $2,900. 

Four Star (UA-WC) (900; 60-$1) 
— ‘Out of Blue” (BLi) and “Rail- 
roaded” (EL) (m.o.), Dim $2,000. 
Last week, “Life With Father” (WB) 
(3d wk), $6,400 at upped prices. 

Guild (FWC) (968; 60-$1)—‘“Capt. 
Beycott” (U) and “Devil Ship 
(Col), Light $4,000. Last week, 
“Exile” (U) and “Crime Doctor's 
Gemble” (Col) (24 wk), only $2,700. 

Hawaii (G&S-Blumenfeld) (956; 
6C-$1)—“Body and Soul” (UA) (3d 
wk). Oke $4,000. Last week, over 


average $7,000. 

Heilyweod (WB) (2,756; 60-$1)— 
“Hagen Girl’? (WB) (2d wk). Only 
$7,500. Last week; light $12,000. 

Hellyweed Music Hall (Blumen- 
feld) (475; 60-85)—"“Body and Soul’ 
(83d wk). Nice $3,000. Last 


(828; 60-85)—“Capt. 
” (U). Near $3,000, Last week, 


“Laurel (Rosener) (890; 85)—‘‘Shoe 
Svine” (Indie) (6th wk). About 
$2,500. Last week, good $3,000. 

Leew State (Loew-WC) (2,404; 60- 
$1)}—“Daisy Kenyon” (20th) 
“Two Blondes, Redhead” (Col) (2d 
wk). Fair $14,000. Last week, $23,200. 

Les Angeles (D’town-WC) (2,097; 
60-$1 )—“Green Dolphin Street” 
(M-G) (2d wk). Good $20,000. Last 
week, fancy $30,000. 

Loyola (FWC) (1,248; 60-$1)— 
“Daisy Kenyon” (20th) (2d wk). 
Mi'd $5,000. Last week, good $9,000. 

Mareal (G&S) . (900: 90-$1.20)— 
“Forever Amber” (20th) (3d wk). 
Scant $2,000. Last week, $2,300. 

Orpheum (D'towr.-WC) (2,210; 60- 
$1)—“Gangster” (Mono) and “Wild 
Horses Mesa” (RKO). Solid $21,000. 
Last week, “Out of Blve” (EL) and 
“Railroaded” (EL), slight $10,400. 

Million Dollar ‘D'town) (2,122; 55- 
98) — Reverting to subsequent-run. 
Last week, “Bowery Buckaroos” 
(Mono) with Bill Robinson on stage, 
dull $15,100. 


Palace (D'town) (1,226; 80-$1.20) 


—“Unconquered” (Par) (2d wk), 
Sturdy $20,000. Last week, giant 
$29,700. 

Pantages (Pan) (2.812: 60-$1)— 
“Secret Life Mitty” (RKO) and 


“Lone Wolf London” (Col) (3d wk). 
Swift $15,500. Last week, $23,500. 

Paramount (F&M) (3,398; 60-$1) 
— ‘Where There's Life” (Par) and 
“Killer Dill” (SG) (24 wk). Into 
second frame Sunday (7) after 
good $19.500 first week. 


Paramount Hellyweod (F&M) 


60-$1) —} 


and 


en Slight 246, All 2d 








Broadway Grosses 








Estimated Total Gross | 


oo ep * ag eee 


| This Week 
(Based on 24 theatres) 
{ Last Year 
(Based on 18 theatres) 











Dolphin’ Smooth — 


$70,000 in Mpls. 


Minneapolis, Dec. 9. | 
With . holdovers dominating the | 
downtown sector, there are only two 


major newcomers ec rrently, but 
they're powerhouses, particularly 
“Green Dolphin Street,” at Radio 


City; “Golden Earrings,’ the other 
new entry, is just good at State. 
The holdovers are led by the sen- 
sational “Unconquered” and “Walter 





Mitty.” The revived “Ecstasy” is 
keeping the World ticket sellers 
| busy. Unfavorable weather and 


| . 4 
nearness of Christmas are offset in 


part by the strength of the product. 
Estimates for This Week 

Aster (Par) (900; 30-44)—“‘In- 
visible Wall” (20th) and “That's My 
| Gal” (Rep). 
| Last week, “Marauders” (UA) and 
“Gas House Kids Hollywood” (EL) 
split with “Stork Bites’ Man” (UA) 
and “Pretenders” (Rep), $2,200 in 8 
days, 

Century (Par) 





(1,600; 76-$1.20)— 
“Unconquered” (Par) (2d wk). Giv- 
ing spectacular performance here. 
First week was biggest of any road- 
show picture at this house. Big 
$15,500 after huge $21,000 first week. 

Gopher (Par) (1,000; 44)—“Gen- 
tleman After Dark” (EL) and “Man 
in Iron Mask” (EL) (reissues). Mod- 
erate. $3,200: Last week, “Return 





$713,500 | 


| 


| 


| 


i “Green Dolphin” 
Big $12,500 after sock $17,600 last | 


| Heart” 
1500. Last week, 
Light $1,000 in 5 days. | (Indie) and “Oregon Trail” (Rep), 
| $3,600, 


Body Rugged 


H.O.’s Slew Up Seattle; 
‘For Keeps’ Mild $11,500 


Seattle, Dec. 9. 

Holdovers and pre-Xmas lull are 
slowing business currently, ‘This 
Time For Keeps” looks best of new- 
comers but it’s only mild. 

Estimates for This Week 

Blue Mouse (H-E) (800; 45-80)— 
“Arizona” (Col) and “Texas” (Col) 
(reissues). Fair $3,500. Last week, 
“Wild Harvest” (Par) and “Big Fix 
(EL) (3d wk), $3,300. 

Fifth Avenue (H-E) (2,349; 45-80) 
—‘This Time For Keeps” (M-G) 
and “Wife Wanted” (Mono). Mild 
$11,500 in 8 days. Last week, “Am- 
ber” (20th) (2d wk), got. so hot 
$10,600 at 90c-$1.25 scale. 

Liberty (J&VH) (1,650; 45-80) — 
“Desert Fury” (Par) (3d wk). Good 
$7,000 after getting nifty $9,000 last 


| week. 
Music Box (H-E) (800; 90c-$1.25) 
—“Father” (WB) (5th wk). Some- 


thing of roadshow run record here. 
Oke $3,500 in 6 days after excellent 
$7,400 last week. 
Music Hall (H-E) 
{M-G) 


(2,200; 45-80)— 


(2d wk). ' 





| 


Hub Mild Albeit ‘Unconquered’ Fine 
396, 2 Spots, Mitty Terrif 266, 2d 





Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
This Week ... $2,516,000 
(Based on 20 cities, 202 thea- 
tres, chiefly first runs, mectuding 
N, Y.) 
Total Gross Same Week 





Limes Wear, .. ve. vgs $3,028,000 
(Based on 22 cities 192- theatres) 








Philly on Skids: 


‘Had to Be’ $25,000 


Philadelphia, Dec. 9. 
With Christmas shopping rolling 


linto high gear, Philly firstruns are 


| first-runners. 


stanza. 

Orpheum (H-E) (2,600; 45-80) — | 
“Fun, Fancy Free” (RKO) and | 
“Baldpate” (RKO) (2d wk). Nice-| 
$8,000 in 6 days. Last week, big 
$16,400. 

Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 45-80) | 
—‘*Body and Soul” (UA) (3d wk). 


Neat $5,000. Last week, swell $7,700. 
Paramount (H-E) (3,039; 45-80)— 
“There’s Life” (Par) and 
Performance” (EL) (2d wk). Good 
$7,500. Last week, great $16,200. 
Roosevelt (Sterling) (800; 45-80) 
—“Guadalcanal”. (20th) and “Purple 
(20th) (reissues). Neat $4,- 
“Roosevelt Story” 





$18,000 Tops K.C 


a 
Kansas City, Dec. 9. 


“Repeat | 


being badly dented this session. Ab- 
sence of a new sock picture also is 
hurting as is the fact that film crix 
are putting the whammy on most 
Best newcomer looks 


|to be “Had to Be You” at the Boyd. 





Estimates for This Week 

Aldine (WB) (1,303; 50-94)—‘Fun, 
Fancy Free” (RKO) (2d wk). Mild 
$8,000 after oke $15,000 opener. 

Areadia (Sablosky) (700; 50-94)— 
“Adventuress” (EL) (2d run). Mod- 
est $5,000. Last week, “Unfinished 
Dance” (M-G) (2d run), $5,800. 

Boyd (WB) (2,350; 50-94)—“Had 
to Be You” (Col). Fair $25,000. Last 
week, “Escape Me Never” (WB) (2d 
wk), thin $15,000. 

Earle (WB) (2,760; 50-94)—‘Ride 
Pink Horse” (U) (2d wk). Moderate 
$15,000 after $20,000 opener. 

Fox (20th) (2,250; 50-94)—‘Night- 
mare Alley” (20th) (2d wk). Louis- 
Walcott fight films helping to fair- 


| ish $19,000. Last’ week, only $21,000. 


Goldman (Goldman) (1,300: 50- 


| 94)—“This Time For Keeps” (M-G) 


Christmas slump already is being | 


Rin Tin Tin” (EL), $3,500. felt here, with stores reporting 
Lyceum (Murray) (1,700; 50-70)— | Shoppers,out in force earlier than 
|“Grapes of Wrath” (20th) and “To- |any year on record. “Body and 


; bacco Road” (20th) 
wk). Okay $5,000 
$7,000 first week. 
Lyric (Par) (1,000; 
“Where There’s Life” (Par) 
Here after excellent first Radio City 


(reissues) 
after 


week. Solid $7.500. Last week, | 
“Body and Soul” (UA) (3c. wk), | 
$6,500. ‘ 
Radie City (Par) (4,400; 50-70)— 
“Green Dolphin Street” (M-G). 
They're flocking in for this one. 
Hefty $20,000 in sight. Last week, 
“Where There's Life” (Par), big 
$17,000. 


RKO-Orpheum (RKO) (2.800: 50- 
70)—“Walter Mitty” (RKO) (2d wk). 
_ Big $12,000 on heels of smash $19,000 
initial statza. 

RKO-Pan (RKO) (1,600; 50-70)— 
“Wistful Widow” (U) (2d wk). Has 
chalked up -best results of any re- 
cent Abboit-Costello’ opus. Neat 
$8,000 following virile $10,000 first 
session, 

State (Par) (2,300; 50-70)—‘“Gold- 
[ea Earrings” (Par). Good $10,000 or 
near. Last week, “Unfinished Dance” 
iM-G), $9,000. 

Uptewn ‘Par) (1,000: 

“Park Passage” (WB). First nabe 
showing. Fair $3,500. Last week. 
“Down to Eearth” (Col), same. 

World (Mann) (350; 50-70)— 
“Ecstasy” (Indie) (reissue). Daring 
| advertising for this. Great $4,000. 
| Last week, “Mother Wore Tights” 
(20th) (5th wk), good $2,500. 


50-55) — 


(1,451; 60-$1)—“Where There's Life” 
(Par) (2d wk). Into second frame 
Sunday (7) after nice $14,000 first 
week, . 

RKO Hilistreet (RKO) (2.890: 60- 
80)—“Walfer Mitty” ‘«RKO) and 
“Lone Wolf London” (Col) (3d wk). 
Good $14,000. Last week, _ brisk 
$20.400 


Boycott” (U). Mild $4,000. Last week. 
“Exile” (U) (2d wk), $3,600, 

Studio City (FWC) (880: 60-$1 )—~ 
| “Capt. Boycott” (U). Light $2.500. 
|Last week, “Exile” (U) (24 wk). dim 
| $2,700. 





United Artists (UA) (2,100: 60-$1) | 


.—“Capt. Boycott” «(U) and “Devil 
Ship” 


(Col). Slight $7,500, Last week. 


“Exile” (U)* and “Crime Doctor's 
Gamble” (Col) (2d wk), $8,600. 
Uptown ‘FWC) (1,719; 60-$1)— 
“Daisy Kenyon” (20th) and “Two 
Blondes. } @#Xhead” ‘Col) (2d wk). 
Okay $7,000. Last week, sturdy 
$11,800. 


Vogue (FWC) (885: 60-$1 )—“Gang- 
ster” (Mono) and “Wild Horse Mesa” 


(2d | Soul” is holding off the sag at the 

healthy | Midland, doing a solid $18,000 and a 
ie |cineh holdover. 

50-70)— | slow, with holdovers in three down- 
(m.0.). | town spots. 


Otherwise trade is 


Estimates for This Week 


Esquire (Fox Midwest) (820; 45- 
65)—"*Lured” (UA) and “Second 
Chance” (20th). Average $4,500. 
Last week, “Old Spanish Trail” 
(Rep) and “Robin Hood Texas” 
(Rep); nice $5,500. 

Kime (Dickinson) (550; 35-50)— 
“Housekeeper’s Daughter” (Indie) and 
“There Goes My Heart” (Indie) 
(reissues). Start new policy and 
prices. Fair $1,000. Last week, 
“Open City” (Indie), ended foreign 
language film policy at $1,200, okay 
for return date. 

“Sidland (Loew's) (3,500; 45-65)— 
“Body and Soul” (UA) and “Two 
Blondes, Redhead” (Col). Strong 
from opening gun, and heading for 
$18,000 and second week. Last week, 
“Song of Love” (M-G) and “Crime 
Doctor’s Gamble” (Col) (2d wk); 
good $14,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (1,900; 45-65)— 
“Walter Mitty” (RKO) (3d wk). 
Slow $8,000. Last week, nice $9,500. 

Paramount (Par) (1,900; 45-65)— 
“Where There's Life” (Par) (2d wk). 


Fair $10,000. Last week, stout 
$17,000. 
Roxy ‘Durwood) (900; 45-65)— 


“Out of Blue” (EL) (2d wk). Mod- 
erate $4,000. Last week, got big 
holiday play for trim $7,500, best 
since house switched to first runs. 
Tower - Uptown - Fairway ‘(Fox 








(RKO). Stout $6,000. Last week. 
“Out of Blue” (EL) and “Railroaded” 
(EL), thin $4,200. 

Wilshire (FWC) (2,296: 60-$1)— 
“Green Dolphin Street” «(M-G) (2d 
wk). Smooth $12,500. Last week. 
| Stout $18,000. 
| Weitern (WB) (2.300: 60-$1)— 








| “Hagen Girl” (WB) (24 wk). Down 
to $7,000. Last week, dull $12,300. 


Midwest) (2,100, 2,043, 700; 45-65 )— 
“Black Gold” (Mono),. So-so $12,000. 
Last week, “Pirates of Monterey” 
(U), only $13,000 in 8 days. 





‘D.C. Dips But ‘Had to Be’ 


Ritz (FWC) (1,370: 60-$1 —“Capt. | 


Loud 206, ‘Mitty’ 166, 2d 


Washington, Dec. 9. 


With only two newcomers along | 


the main stem. biz in most situations 
has dipped sharply from last week's 
holidey beom. Stories circulated in 
the past week pointed up a post-war 
nick in amusement biz, although this 
is probably crying “wolf” for benefit 
of tax-makers on Capitol Hill. “It 
Had to Be You” at Warner, looks 
fine. “Walter Mitty” is holding well 
in its second stanza at Keith's, with 
weekend crowds in line to see fight 
short on same bill. 
Estimates for This Week 

Capitel (Loew's) (2,434: 44-80)— 
“Golden Earrings” (Par) plus vaude. 
Satisfactory $23,000 with Francis 
Craig on stage helping. Last week, 
“Song of Love” (M-G) plus vaude, 
strong $31,000. 

Columbia (Loew's) (1,263: 44-70 )— 
“Body and Soul” (UA) (2d run). 
So-so $6,000. Last week, “Drums 

(Continued on page 24) 





(3d wk). Nice $18,000 after $21,000 
last week. 

Karlteon (Goldman) (1,000:. 50-94) 
—‘Where There’s Life” (Par) (3d 
wk). Down to $9,000. Last week, 
good $12,000. 

Keith’s (Goldman) (1,300: 50-94) 
—“Magic Town” (RKO) (2d run). 
Thin $4,500. Last week, “Shores of 
Tripoli” (20th) and “Springtime in 
Rockies” (20th) (reissues), $6,000. 

Meastbaum (WB) (4,360; 50-94) — 
“Body and Soul” (UA) (4th 


stanza. 

Stanley (WB) (2,950: 50-94) — 
“Green Delphin Street” (M-G). (2d 
wk). Still solid at $26,000 or near. 
First week was huge $38,000. 

Stanton (WB) (1,475; 50-94) — 
“Return Rin-Tin-Tin” (EL) and 
“Last of Redmen” (Col). Dismal $7.- 
500. Last week, “Gangster” (Mono), 
$12,000. 


H.0.’s Help Slough Det. 
Albeit ‘Life’ Smash At . 
226, ‘Alley’ 206, Both 2d 


Detroit, Dec. 9. 

It's a breather week in Detroit, 
with strong holdovers at most thea- 
tres. “Green Do!phin Street” and 
“Foxes of Harrow” won't make their 
debuts until next stanza, and may 
overcome the present pre-Xma: 
apathy. “Where There's Life” is 
setting the pace in its second week 
at the Michigan. “Body and Soul” 
also is okay in third stanza. 

Estimates for This Week 
. Adams (Balaban) (1,740: 70-95)— 





“Walter Mitty” (RKO) (7th wk). 
Still prosperous at $8,000. Last 
week, $10,000. 

Broadway-Capitol ‘(United De- 
troit) (3,309; 70-95)— “Wyoming” 
Rep) and “Arizona” (Col) (re- 


issues). Laggard $10,000. Last week, 
“Anthony Adverse” (WB) and “Jeze- 
bel” (WB) (reissues), $13,000. 

Cinema (Marten) (250; 60-90)— 
“Scarlet Pimpernel” (Indie) and 
“Return Scarlet Pimpernel’ (Indie) 
(2d wk). Passable $1,900. Last 
week, $2,100. 

Downtown (Balaban) (2,683: 80- 
$1.20) — “Forever Amber” (20th) 
(m.0.). Nice $12,000. Last week. 
“Desire Me” (M-G) and “Spirit West 
Point” (FC) (2d wk). solid $10,000 
at regular scale. 

Fox (Fox Michigan) (5,100; 70-95) 
—‘Nightmare Alley” (20th) (24 wk). 
Strong $20,000 in five days after 
good $27,000 onener. 

Michigan «(U-D) (4,039: 
“Where There's Life” (Par) and 
“Adventure Island” (Par) (2d wk). 
Smash $22,000, Last week, whopping 


70-95 )— 


$34,000. 

Palms (U-D) = (2,976; 70-95)— 
“Body and Soul” (UA) (3d wk). 
Off to $13,000. Last week. stout 
$17,000. 

United Artists (U-D) (2,976: 80- 
$1.20)—“Unconquered,” ‘Par) (6th 


wk). Slipping to $12,000 but. still 
okay. Last week, strong $18,000. 


wk). | 
So-so $16,000-after solid $26,000 last | 


Bosion, Dec. 9. 

A flock ot holdovers plus the start 
of the Christmas buying season in 
earnest has cut into the takes at 
nearly all spots this week with “Un. 
conquered,” day-date at the Para. 
mount and Fenway doing best at ad- 
vanced prices. “Carnegie Hall.” 
first time at pop prices, fairly g00d 
| at the Astor, “Walter Mitty” is big 
|in its second Memorial session 
Estimates for This Week 
Astor 





st (Jaycocks) (1,400; 40-80)— 
Carnegie Hall” (UA). Firstrun 
| here at pop prices after a floppo 


| road showing last s 
$12,000. Last week, 
(4th wk), $4,000. 

Boston (RKO) 
|‘“The Gangster” 


pring; fairly good 
“Fugitive” (RKO) 


oo: 56-$1.10)— 
‘Mono) plus Barr 
fm tg Tenate Haines, Stroud 
wins, otners, on . stage. Fis 
| $22,006. Last week, “Killer at ae 
| (EL) plus Vaughan Monroe orch. 
others, wow $41,000. 
Exeter (Indie) (1,000; 45-65)— 
| dindioy ‘U) and “Met on Skis” 
(Indie) (2d wk). Holding up to nice 
| $4,000 after $5,500 in first. 
Fenway (M-P) (1,373; 55-$1.20)— 
| “Unconquered” (Par). Best draw in 
town at _ nice $13,000. Last week 
“Hagen Girl” «WB) and “Rgilroad- 
ed” (EL), $5,500. 
Kenmore ‘Indie) (700: $1.10)—. 
“Henry V” (UA) (3d wk). Big $5,000 
| after nearly $7,000 for second 


|_..Memorial (RKO) 2,985; 40-80)— 
| “Mitty bs (RKO) and “Lone Wolf 
London” (Col). Third week begins 


today (Tues) after great $26,000 in 
| secong; first was smash $31,000. 

| Metropolitan (M-P) (4,368: 40-80) 
—“Where There's Life” (Par) and 
|“Adventure Island” (Par) (2d wk) 


beng $22,000 after big $29,000 for 
| first. 
Orpheum (Loew) (3,000: 40-80)— 


“Green Dolphin Street” (M-G) (2d 
wk). Moderate $20,000 after nice 
$27,000 in first. 

Parkmount (M-P) (1,700; 55-$1.20) 
—“Unconquered” (Par). Staunch 
$26,000 at advance prices. Last week, 


“Hagen Girl’ (WB) and “Rail- 
roaded” ‘(ELs, $15,000. 
State ‘Loew) (3,500; 40-80) — 





“Green Dolphin Street" (M-G) (2d 
wk). Offish $10,000 after nice $15,000 
for first. 

Translux ‘Translux) (900; 30-74)— 
|“Dark Corner” (20th) and “Roger 
| Touhy” (20th) (reissues). Standard 
| $5,500. Last week, “Black Swan” 
| (20th) and “Fallen Angel” 
treissues), $5,500, 


(20th) 





“Had to Be’ Hot $22,000, 
2 Spots, Tops Denver 


Denver, Dec. 9. 
“It Had to Be You” is brightest 
film on the horizon currently, being 
big in two spots, “Mons. Verdoux” 
was yanked after three days in two 
houses, doing badly in both. 
Estimates for This Week 


Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 35-74) — 
“Exile” (U) and “Roses Are Red” 
(20th), after week at Paramount, 
Esquire. . Fair $2,500. Last week, 
“Hagen Girl” (WB) and “Invisible 
Wall” (20th) (m.o.), big $5,000. 


Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 35-70)— 
“Where There’s Life” Par) 2d 
wk). Neat $11,000, and holds again. 
Last week, big $14,000. 


Denver ‘Fox) (2,525: 35-74) 
“Had to Be You” ‘Col) and “Crime 
Doctor’s Gamble” (Col), day-date 
with Esquire. Big $18,500. Last 
week, “Fabulous Texan” (Rep) and 
“Spirit West Point” ‘(FC), fine 
$16,000. 

Esquire (Fox) (742; 35-74)—“Had 
to Be You” (Col) and “Crime Doc- 
tor’s. Gamble” (Col), also Denver. 
Tall $3,500. Last week, “Exile” (U) 
and “Roses: Are Red” (20th), a 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 35-74) — 
“Green Dolphin Street” (M-G) (2d 
wk). Good $14,000. Last week, s!nash 
$24,000. 

Paramount (Fox) (2,200; 35-74)— 
“Mons. Verdoux”' (UA) and “Gas 
House Kids Hollywood” (EL), day- 
date with Webber. Sad $2,000 in 3 
days, and yanked, “Pirates Monte- 
rey” (U) fair $4,000 in 4 days. Last 
week, “Exile” (U) and “Roses Are 
Red” (20th), good $12,000. 

Rialte (Fox) (878; 35-74)—“Fabu- 
lous Texan” (Rep) and “Spirit West 
Point”. (FC), after week at Denver, 
Webber. Mild $3,000. Last week, 
“Body and Soul” (UA) and “Two 
Blondes, Redhead” ‘(Co)}), (m.o.), big 
$6,000. ’ 

Tabor (Fox) (1.967; 35-74)—‘Riff- 
Raff” «(RKO) and “Born to Kill” 
(RKO). Mildish $8,000. Last week, 
“Thief of Bagdad” (FC) and “Piains- 
man” (FC), good $10,500. 

Webber (Fox) (750; 35-74)—‘Ver- 
doux” (UA) and “Gas House Kids 
Hollywood” (EL), also Paramount, 
lasted only 3 days, getting just $600. 
“Pirates Monterey” (UW), fair $1.000 
in 4 days. Last week, “Fabulous 
Texan” (Rep) and “Spirit West 
Point” «FC), fine $3,500. 
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Costly Anti-U, S. Pix Drive in France 
May Be Probed by MPA Paris Confab 


Paris, Dec. 2. 

While the U. S. Motion Picture 
Assn. conference scheduled to be 
held here within the next few weeks 
is expected mainly to explore the 
film situation in Scandinavian coun- 
tries, difficulties being encountered 
by American distributors in France 
also probably will be aired. Confab 
will be attended by all European 
reps, with Gerald Mayer, now in 
Denmark, set to preside. He’s MPA 
foreign chief. Besides Frank Mc- 
Carthy, MPA European head, and 
his aide, Rupert Allan, meeting will 
be attended by F. W. Allport, Lon- 
don association rep. 


McCarthy now is protesting the 


Franeh ukase barring original ver- | 


sions with French subtitles from 
playing in more than 15 situations. 
He previously had persuaded the 
Embassy here to protest the strict 
enforcement of the proviso barring 
entrance into France of all reissues 
originally released two years ago. 
These two developments are 
merely recent ones in a long list 
that have cropped up since the 
Washington agreement was signed 
reopening French market to U. S. 
imports. Ever since that pact was 
siened, French cinema administra- 
tion heads apparently have been 
busy trying to find enough loopholes 
to scuttle the U. S.-French 
These pin-pricking tactics 


jumps while at the same time stay- 
ing in solid with local producers 
and film politicos. Latter group, 
threugh the technicians union, ap- 
parently is trying to hold up Ameri- 
can product at every turn. 

Red Libels 


As viewed -in industry cirelés 
here, this appears part of an anti- 
American campaign instigated by 
the Reds and carried on in the 
press and on radio, An example of 
such statements is one in a Red 
newspaper that claimed U. S. pro- 
dueers are taking $240,000,000 an- 
nually from France. Protest against 
such slanders has availed little. 
When the MPA.had this claim pro- 
tested at the Ministry for Foreign 
Affairs, promise was made that it 
would be officially denied in the 
press. Result was a three-line denial 
in the conservative Figaro, while 
the original story had “been printed 
in a big three-colunm story. 

Director Rene Autan-Lara, in a 


recent interview, lent support to | 


this anti+Anverican campaign by 
stating that the cost of importing 


+ 


pact. | 
appar- | 
ently stem from a yen to hold their | 
jobs whichever way the political cat | 





Arg. to Prod. Pix in Chile; 
Foreign Tax Also<d ed 


Buenos Aires, De. 2). 
Cinematografica’’ literatiéricana 
|prexies Jose Le Pera and. Jan 
Parret are currently in Santiago, 
completing plans to produce the 
|studio’s first picture in Chile with 
| Argentina cinemactors and probably 
Mexico’s Maria Felix. 

Le Pera has also made a deal with 
the Chilean government, which 
lifts a 25° tax formerly applied on 
foreign pix exhibited in Chile. This 
will mean a considerable increase 
| in returns on Argentine pix in Chile, 
| but also an increase in production 
jof pix in the Andean country by 
| Argentine studios with Argentine 
' stars and Chilean personnel. 


For Argentine film «folk, pre- 
vented from working by political 
prejudices in Argentine government 
circles, the Chilean production angie 
will be a lifesaver. 


‘Lira Devaluation Net 
| Likely to. Affect Amer. 
Producers, Sez Banker 


Participation of American. picture 
|companies in Italian filmmaking will 
be affected very little by the recent 
| action of the Italian government in 
|reducing the value of the lira in 
terms of dollars. This opinion was 
| expressed Monday (8). by Mario 
Roli, director of the Italian Bank of 
| America, prior to his departure on 
\the America after several weeks’ 
visit in the U. S. His headquarttrs 
are in Milan. 

| Lira will still have practically the 
| Same purchasing power on the Ital- 
| ian commodity and labor markets, 
|Roli pointed out. But what has 
| changed is that the onetime artificial 
exchange rate of 350 lire to the dol- 
lar is now about 600 lire to the dol- 
ilar. by government decree. Thus 
| 35,000 lire carried on an American 
| film firm’s books as $100 now has 
been cut to about $58. Furthermore 
_the exchange rate changes from day 
|to day in accordance with the lira’s 
|supply and demand on the exchange 
‘mart. 


With the Italian government still 














rental earnings of U. S. film com- 


Ameriean. picture and dubbing | Pamies are concerned, there’s little 
the seene hada to $24,000. ed demand on Italian banks for picture 


contrast, he stated, the average cost 
of a conservatively budgeted French 
picture is never less than $240,000, 
and hencé all imports should stand 
for the differential, meaning $216,000 
per picture. 

Where Autan-Lara, who directed 


Paul Graetz’ “Diable au Corps,” got | Will finance both the acquisition or | 


his figures is not revealed but such 
willd claims are-eaten up by the 
masses. here, and often subsequently 
are employed as basis for instigating 
restrietive legislation. 

McCarthy just returned from sev- 
eral days of conferences with All- 
pert in London previous to having 
the Spanish territory transferred 
from London to the Paris office. 
McCarthy leaves soon for Italy to 
be present when the Italian govern- 
ment settles the matter of foreign 
imports and co-production, but: will 
be back in time for the Paris parley. 


GUT TO RETAIN CAPITOL, 
TOP SYDNEY PIX HOUSE 


Sydney, Nov. 27. 

Greater Union Theatres will re- 
tain lease of the 2,750-seater Capitol 
here for a further 12 months on okay 
from the Sydney City Council, 
owners of the property. Rental is 
in the vicinity of $25,000, plus rates 
and taxes, per annum. House is 
presently. used by GUT with 
a weekly change. It has been under 
the GUT control for many years. 
New deal was signatured. by Norman 
B. Rydge, GUT'’s chairman of di- 
rectors. Rank holds a 50% interest 
in the loop. 

The Australian Broadcasting Com- 
mission, non-commercial radio opera- 
tors, wanted the Capitol for the 
Sydney Symphony Orchestra, now 
batoned by Eugene Geesens. It’s 





understood that the Sydney City | 


Council is subsidizing the orchestra 
to the tune of $80,000. It’s also un- 


derstood that the ABC would not | 


have the same rental as that of GUT 
if given the house for the longhairs. 


' financing, Roli said. There’s more 
_ than enough lire available, he con- 
,tinued. In fact, U. S. film interests 
jare casting about in the exhibition 
field in Italy as well as the produc- 
'tion end. He indicated there was a 
tgood possibility that blocked lire 


) construction of Italian film theatres 
ito be controlled by American dis- 
tributors. 


Mex Commies Slam RKO 
As ‘Vanguard of Invaders’ 


Mexico City, Dec. 9. 

Mexican Communists assailed RKO 
at their 10th annual convention here, 
Talkers belted in general “imperial- 
istic motion picture companies that 
displace Mexican producers” but 
concretely cited RKO, which, they 
charged, “has obtained control of the 
Churubusco studios and is preparing 
to invade: our market with produc- 
tions made in those studios. This 
Yanqui company is the vanguard of 
the invasion that we suffer because 
production in our country is much 
cheaper than it is in the United 
States, so it seeks control of the 
Mexican and Latin American mar- 
| ket.” 

Mexican producers, too, were 
panned by the Communists. * Dolores 
Bravo, a delegate, said, “The cine- 
matographic workers have lost their 
constitutional right to the eight-hour 
day by knuckling to the producers’ 
demand that the workers donate an 
extra hour a day, and a whole day 
|; once a week, as well, to aid the 








| national cinematographic industry.” | 


| — 


| MEX BANK GIVES 
Mexico City, Dec. 9. 

| Pic trade is getting more coin 
|from its own bank, Banco Nacional 
| Cinematografico. 

This year, up to Oct. 31, bank 
| granted loans, credits and discounts 
to total $3,256,179 (U. S.). 





iseeking a 


adhering to a freeze policy as far as | 


Box’s Byronic Bugs 
London, Dec. 2. 

Sydney Box’s pic on the life 
of Lord Byron is a case for the 
aspirin bottle, 

He first encountered trouble 
with the present Lord Byron, 
when he decided to call the film 
“The Bad Lord: Byron,” which 
title is now going to be changed. 
His next snag is opposition from 
Duncan Gray, Nottingham, cura- 
tor who) refused permission to 
‘Box’s unit to film Newstead Ab- 
bey, Nottingham, w a public 
museum, and formérly Byron’s 
home. 

Bex is squawking to the local 
mayor and is likely to win this 
round of the battle. 


of Del Giudice’s 
3K.0.d—No BR. 


London, Dec. 9. 
Withdrawal of insurance compa- 
nies’ backing has caused the tem- 
porary shelving of two of three films 
announced this week for production 
by Felippo Del Giudice’s Pilgrim 














Pictures. Affected by the financial 
institutions’ decision -are Noel 
Coward’s “Peace in Our Time,” 


current London legit hit, which was 
to have been directed by the author, 
as well as a Peter Ustinov adapta- 
tion of the Eric Linklater novel, 
“Private Angelo.” 

It’s felt that the loss of the pro- 
duction coin resulted chiefly from 
repercussions of the present film 
crisis in Britain. Despite the acute 
financing problem Del Giudice 
claims that. beth Coward and 


| Ustinov are prepared to remain with 


his organization. Meanwhile he’s 
new bankroll, possibly 
American Boulting Bros. “Guinea 
Pig” is believed to be the only pic- 
ture absolutely certain of being 
made on the Pilgrim slate. 

With a minimum budget set at 
about $1,200,006, “Guinea” is sched- 
uled to roll in January at Metro’s 
Elstree studios. Del Giudice, in- 
cidentally, resigned from the Rank 
Organization about a year ago and 
subsequently set up Pilgrim Pic- 
tures. He was also reportedly inter- 
ested in producing films in Italy. 


BRITISH DROP IDEA FOR 
307, ADVERTISING TAX 


London, Dec. 9. 

As a result of. representations 
made to the Treasury by hard hit 
industries, theatres and film ir‘cy- 
ests, a plan for a 50% advertising 
tax was discarded last week. In an- 
nouncing abandonment of the pro- 
posal in a speech to Parliament last 
week, Chancellor of the Exchequer 
Sir Stafford Cripps said a scheme 











for voluntary cuts in ad disburse- 
ments had been advanced by the 
Federation of Britis’) Industries as a 
substitute measure. 

Heads of the Cinematograph Ex- 
hibitors Assn. and the Kinemato- 
graph Renters Society were particu- 
larly voeal in objections to the tax, 
which was originally proposed in a 
budget ,introduced last month by 
former Chancellor of the Exchequer 
Hugh Dalton. Plan for voluntary 
curtailment of ad expenditures has 
been approved by the Periodical 
Trades Press, Newspaper Society, 
Newspaper Proprietors Assn. and the 
British Chamber of Commerce. 


Monogram Int’! Officers, 
Directors Reelected 


In board meetings held in New 
York last week, present officer and 
director slate of Monogram Interna- 
tional was reelected for a one-year 
term. Those who will retain their 
| Officer posts include board chairman 
| Steve Broidy; Norton V. Ritchey, 

prexy; J. Peter Friedhoff, veepee; 
|George D. Burrows, treasurer; Nellie 
| Witting, secretary; David D. Horne, 
| assistant secretary; G. N. Blatchford, 
lassistant treasurer, and Barnett 
| Shapiro, assistant secretary. 

| Board again will consist of Broidy, 
_ who'll serve as chairman, plus direc- 
| tors Ritchey, W. Ray Johnston, Bur- 
|rows Horne, Friedhoff, Edward 
| Morey and William B. Jaffe. 


| 











| Parisian boy chorus, Les Petits 
Chanteurs de Paris, is the current 
feature of Mexico City’s XEX pro- 

— Sponsor is El Popo Rubber 
| Co. 
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to use these funds to buy up Ger- 





Longruns Gain 
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Place, Trafalgar 
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British ‘Favor 


To Ease Shortage of New Films 





Metro Foreign Newsreel 
Reported Due to Fold 


Paris, Dec. 9. 

Metro newsreel, foreign edition, 
which has been going out to overseas 
accounts since 1945, is due to be 
folded some time-this month, accord- 
ing to reports here. Closing stems’ 
from desire of M-G to cut down all 
possible expenses since the newsreel 
thus far has proved no big money- 
maker. May be resumed as soon as 
foreign revenue prospects are 
brighter. 

W. P. Montague, formerly Para- 
mount newsreel assignment editor in 
N. ¥. homeoffiece, left the OWI film 
service in the U. S. to launch the 
reel for Metro. He probably will be 
assigned another job with Metro's 
European setup. The Metro news- 
reel was going to 26 European ex- 
change cities. 


German Film Industry 
To Be Split Up to Block 
Any Monopoly Moves 


Berlin, Dec. 9. 

Germany’s film industry, central- 
ized in the huge UFA combine, will 
be split up in the British and United 
States zones within a couple of 
weeks, according to information 
from the Military Government. 
Under provision of a law drafted by 
U. S. officials, production, distribu- 
tion and exhibition would be broken 
into separate phases to block any 
new efforts to monopolize the indus- 
try. 

Clayton Coleman, assistant chief of 
decartelization, said the proposed 
law would also limit the number of 
theatres which could be owned by 
any one concern to 10 throughout 
Germany, and would bar control of 
more than one theatre in any town 
under 100,000. The law was de- 
signed to carry out the triple policy 
of the Military Government—free 
competition, no carpetbagging and 
no cartels. 

Law also hits at U. S. film pro- 
duters, who having built up a 
blocked balance of 60,000,000 marks 
since the end of the war, would like 
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man theatres. However, since they’re 
already in the producing field, they 
will be automatically barred from 
controlling any section of the ex- 
hibition phase. 

British and U. S. anti-trust meas- 
ures, it was pointed out, are com- 
pletely the opposite of the practice 
in the Seviet and French sectors. 
In the Soviet zone, production and 
exhibition are tied up by Sovexport 
while in the French sector it’s Defa. 
Soviet company has tied up the Ger- 
man exhibs with pacts which guar- 
antee a minimum of 60% playing 
time for Russian films. 


Aussie Producers Sued 
By U.S. Director for 46 


Sydney, Nov. 27. 

John Mather Hayden, who came 
here from U. S. for Whitehall 
Productions to stage “Life With Fa- | 
ther,” is bringing a court action to 
recover $4,000 damages for alleged 
wrongful dismissal. 

Attorney for Whitehall alleges 
Hayden was dismissed for neglect of 
duties. Hayden, attorney continued, 
was engaged in the U. S.: arrived in 
October, 1946, and left Australia 
July, 47. He was ill in a convales- 
cent home for some time. 


Canadian Exhibs Meeting 
On Nix of 20% Amuse Tax 


Toronto, Dec. 9. 

Headed by. J. J. Fitzgibbons, presi- 
dent of Famous Players Canadian, a 
delegation representing the individ- 
ual exhibitor associations of all the 
provinces will hold a meeting with 
the Treasury Dept. to implement the 
immediate removal of the 20% fed- 
eral amusement tax on film house 
admissions. 

Obstacle is that this tax contrib- 
utes $12,000,000 annually, and the 








London, Dec. 2. 

Harold Wilson, president of the 
Board of Trade, has asked film pro- 
ducers and exhibitors to submit jn- 
dividual opinions and suggestions on 
his scheme to introduce longrun 
showings of films throughout the 
country, This is first of Wilson's 
stopgap plans to ease the new film 
oe which is now making itself 
elt. 

Although there is still severe op- 
position to any drastic change in the 
present releasing system, the idea 
for longrun cinemas has gained fa- 
vor with many film executives dur- 
ing the past few weeks. Greatest 
advocate for this reform is Filippo 
del Giudice, head of Pilgrim Pic- 
tures, and former chief of Two 
Cities Films. Max Milder, head of 
Warner Bros. in England, and Sir 
Alexander Korda are among those 
in agreement with del Giudice 

“We do not want Mr. Wilson to 
introduce this longrun idea in every 
cinema because that definitely would 
not be practical,” del Giudice told 
Variety. “Longruns should not be- 
come the rule because rules for art 
are not good. 

“The longrun policy should only 
be applied to certain films not con- 
forming to the usual stereotype en- 
tertainment. Theatre controllers 


|} must be the sole judges of which 
films are suitable for special runs. 
They will make mistakes of course 
until they learn how careful selec- 


tion must be. 

“TI am told that Jack Warner of 
Warner Bros., also favors the idea of 
detaching cinemas from circuits in 
key districts and switching them to 
a longrun policy. His chief associate 
in this country, Max Milder, is also 
keen on introducing this on the 
A.B.C. circuit if it can be arranged. 

“There is an enormous audience 
which regularly misses films _ it 
wants to see. And for films that 
would obviously appeal to special- 
ized audiences, films like ‘Henry V’ 
and ‘Odd Man Out,’ it is ridiculous 
to sweep them out of sight after six- 
day runs. 

“I am confident that the releasing 
system in Britain will be changed— 
and soon.” 

W. R. Fuller, secretary of the Cin- 
ema Exhibitors Assn., isn’t so sure of 
pthe practicability of Wilson's long- 
run scheme. He believes that only 
one in six films could still be a box- 
office draw after a normal week’s 
run. 

“A thousand cinemas in this coun- 
try change their piograms three 
times a week,” says Fuller, “and 
what with attendances having drop- 
ped between 15% to 20% during the 
past year, many exhibitors feel that 
more frequent program changes are 
the only way to bring these wander- 
ing picturegoers back to the 
cinemas.” 


ARG. PUTS IRON CURTAIN 
ON PASSED RUSS ‘DAYS’ 


Montevideo, Dec. 2. 
Artkino, distrib of Soviet Rus- 
sian pix, is up against the iron cur- 
tain of censorship exercised by 


Argentina’s Entertainment Board, 
and has again been stymied in at- 
tempts to exhibit “Days and Nights” 
at the Libertador theatre, custom- 
arily reserved for exhibition of 
French pix. 

“Days and Nights” was given the 
greenlight by the board (municipal 
police-controlled) January last, and 
was exhibited for a few days at the 
Comedia theatre. Board, however, 
clamped down and shuttered the 
theatre on a technicality, alleging 
that it was in an “unsafe condi- 
tion.” Artkino protested to the 
municipal authorities who coun- 
tered by stating that the folding of 
the theatre had nothing to do with 
the Russian picture, which has been 
given the greenlight “without re- 
strictions.” 

In spite of this denial of censor- 
ship, the Libertador has been noti- 
fied verbally that the picture must 
not be screened. Presumably the 
municipal authorities will deny 
once more that this verbal warning 





| was given, just as they also denied 


it in the case of the Comedia. 








Treasury’s stand is that the tax 
will not be removed so long as it | 
feels that theatres are not suffering | 
losses because of the tax. Two day | 
meeting here of association heads 
pledged that, if the tax were re- 
moved, Canadian houses would not | 





raise admission prices. | 


‘Goddess’ Blinds London 


London, Dec. 9. 
“The Blind Goddess,” interesting 
legal drama, opened at the Apollo 
last Tuesday (2). 
Splendidly acted and enthusiastic- 
ally received, play looks like it's in. 












































COLUMBIA PICTURES presents 


LARRY PARKS 
Swordsman 


~. ELLEN DREW 


GEORGE MACREADY - EDGAR BUCHANAN 


RAY COLLINS .- MARC PLATT 
Original screenplay by Wilfrid H. Pethtt 
© Directed by JOSEPH H. LEWIS - Produced by BURT KELLY « 
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British Pix, Radio 
Skyrocket With 


Ad Rates 


Newsprint Scarcity 





Washington, Dec. 9. 

New conditions in Britain have 
driven advertising rates in that 
country skyhigh, a survey -just re- 
leased by the Dept. of Commerce 
discloses. Prices have junyped sub- 
stantially in the popular motion pic- 
ture medium of advertising as well 


as for most other media. The only 
exception is for time on Radio 
Luxembourg, which beams nearly 


all of the radio advertising to 
Britain that the .broadcast listeners 
of that country~ hear. (British 
Broadcasting Corp. takes no adver- 
tising.) 

Paper shortages, which greatly 


limit advertising in newspapers and 


magazines, are responsible for the | 
increases, it is pointed out. The 
survey declares in part: 

“As no broadcasting for commer- 
cial purposes is permitted in the 
British Isles, time on the Luxem- 
bourg radio is ordinarily much 
sought after, because of the lack 
of space in other media. The pre- 
war charge was $500 (U. S.) per 
quarter - hour. This price has 


dropped to $308 because. of the fall- 
ing off of radio audiences caused by 
the lack of radios. This is the only 
form of advertising which less 
expensive than before the 

“The expense of motion 
advertising has increased from 
(U. S.) for five minutes screcn time 
to $50 for two minutes. Advertising 
shorts are gaining in popularity, 
both: because of larger audiences 
and lack of other publicity facili- 
tics. 

“Curtain advertising in theafres is 
controlled by one London company, 
whose rates are reasonable and do 
net vary much from _ accepted 
standards.” 


Export Life-Blood Of 
French Pix Industry 
With Govt. Bonus Due 


Export market is new the life- 
blood of the French film industry, 
according to Morris Goodman, 
prexy and general manager of Dis- 
cina International Films Corp., and 
B. L. Garner, Vog Film Co. head. 
Latter, who is also veepee of Vog’s 
importing subsid, ‘Foremest Film 
Corp., declared in New York last 
week that the French government is 
considering .an export bonus .de- 

signed to encourage Gallic film- 
making. 

Back from a five- wie junket to 
France and Italy, Garner pointed 
out that the gevernment’s largesse 


is 
war. 





would help to fill the breach be-. 


tween the true value of the franc 
and its pegged, artificial value of 
119 franes te the dollar. Plan, he 
reported, would result in a 100% 
benus in franes for every $1,000 a 
French film pvoducer realized in 
the U. S. 

Thus instead of receiving 119,000 
francs for his $1,000 at the official 
rate of exchange, the film-maker 
would be granted 238,000 francs. 
Additional revenue from the U. S. 
would help offset the slimping de- 
mestie grosses brought about by the 
government's policy of fixing admis- 
sion scales. Currently, Garner said, 
production cests have risen 11 times 


over prewar budgets while the b.o - 


bite has been upped only about 
three times what it was in °38-'39. 
Thus the foreign marts, especially 
the U. S.. are more essential than 
ever for the French film industry. 
Perhaps the first Gallic producing 
company to realize the value of hav- 
ing its own affiliated American dis- 
tributing branch is Discina of Paris, 


headed by Andre Paulve. In the past | 


the custom generally was to sell 
North American distribution rights 
to independent U. S. distribs. Dis- 
cina_ International, according to 
prexy Goodman, not only is closely 
affiliated with the Paris Discina, but 
the parent company has a substan- 
tial interest in the New York 
branch. 

On Discina International's current 
distributional slate are about 10 
films, all produced by the parent 
company. First release will be “The 
Eternal Return,” with Jean Marais 
and Madelein Sologne, due for a 
January preem at the 55th St. Play- 
house, N. Y. Others are “La Partie 
de lOmbre,” 
Barrault and Edwige Feuillere; 
Maudits” (“The Damned”) with 
Marcel Dalio, and “Lucien Guitry,” , 
the story of Sacha Guitry’s father 
which Guitry wrote and is starring 
in as well. This picture is now in | 
production. 


picture | 
$60 | 


starring Jean-Louis | 
“Les | 


2 
ve 


Paris Writer Collects 
On Play He Never Saw 


Paris, Dec. 2. 
Playwright Andre Haguet received | 





from the Authors. Society several 
lthousand dollars in rights for his 
| play, “Une Jeune Fille Savait” (‘A 
Gir] Knew”), done during the Ger- 


man occupation. 
he has never seen the play acted. 
He wrote it in a German camp 
when he was a prisoner and sent it 
here, where it was done in Paris 
and in the provinces. 

Meurice Lehman is now going to 
adapt it for’ the screen, starring 
|Andre Luguet, Dany Robin and ; 
Francois Perier. 





Frozen U.S. Pix$ 
‘Due for Arg. Thaw 


9. 
early | 
pix 
govern- 


Buenos 


Dec. 
now point to an 

frozen American 
yentina. The 
asked Yank distribs 
for detailed information on_ total 
remittances made by them in the 
past five years, and major company 
reps are now busy compiling the 
figures. Request is considered the 
tipoff that some sort of quota system 
on dollars exported will be applied, 
with the five years used as a base. 


Aires, 


| All signs 
| loosening 
money in Art: 


ment has just 


of 


eontinued shipping prints into the 


always felt that an agreement would 
be reached, since blocking of pix 
funds was merely a byproduct of 
Britain’s sudden. action in halting 
the conversion of pounds into dol- 
lars. 


made regularly, the halt called by | 


substantial backlog of funds. This 
ceuntry is good for approximately 


$3,000,000 yearly to American dis- 
tribs, and it's understood that some 
$450,000-$600,000 are now tiec up by 
the freeze. 


‘DUEL’ IS PASSED IN EIRE 
AND NORTHERN IRELAND 


Dublin, Dec. 9. 


Londonderry ‘(Northern Ireland) 
City Corp. film censorship commit- 
tee, after a midnight sitting in a 
local picture house te view the film, 
gave the greenlight to David O. 
Selznick’s “Duel in the Sun” by a 
majority vote. 

Picture, with cuts, has also been 
okayed by Eire film censor Richard | 
Hayes, despite a vigorous campaign 
in Catholic newspapers, but it 
hasn't played in any Eire cinema yet. 








Vatican Choir for 3 Mex 
Alfresco Concerts at 60G 


; Mexico City, Dee. 9. 
Biggest open-air spectacle here in 


.. 


years is concert series of the 
Vatican Choir, conducted by Msgr. 
Licino Refice, skedded for the 


Plaza Mexico, 


65,000-seater bow! 
here, where 


* gtime bullfights are 
staged, starting Dec. 12. Tomas 
Valles is managing for Conciertos | 
Mexicanos. Opener is on Guada- 
laupe Day, Mexico's greatest 
ligious holiday. 

Choir has a guarantee of $20,650 

(U.S.) per concert, of which three 
are skedded, Promoters report 
excellent advance, with prices rang- 
| ing from $3 (U.S.) to 40c. 
There is some public griping to 
i the effect that it’s a shame to stage 
ithe Choir in a big open-air bowl, 
because acoustics are such that only 
the highest-price seaters can really 
enjoy the shew, and that such a 
|songfest is better in an auditorium. 
|There are several*such here, but 
| none is big enough for a b.o. take 
|for such a hefty guarantee. 








Possibly because of the Russo- 
Jewish origin of some of the musi- 
cians and the pandering to the cus- 
tomers who go in for minor key 
music, “Yiddishe Mama” is one of | 
the more popuiar excerpts in the | 
| Russo boites in Paris, 


Odd angle js that | 


Meanwhile, major U. S. firms have | 


country without any letup. They've | 


Argentine freeze has been in ef- 
fect for some three months. Since | 
remittances, heretofore, had been 


the government did not block any | 


re- | 


an | 


U.S. Embargo 


experiment to make present product 
backlogs last as long as possible will 
be launched after the first of the 
year by J. Arthur Rank, who con- 
trols the Odeon and Gaumont-British 
circuits. Important pictures will play 
one week on the Odeon and the fol- 
lowing week on >G- B, even in situa- 
tions where the chains ‘have houses 
in direct competition” with each 
other. Next pic will play G-B first 
and Odeon second, with subsequent 
films continuing the alternation 
There will be no reduction in admish | 
the second week. s 
Stagger Product. 
| This is a form of breach in Rank’s | 








lruling that no film will play more 
than a week in any house. If it 
doesn’t prove successful, or a still 
greater spreadout is necessary, the 


|one-week rule may be dropped com- 
pletely, Jarratt opined. 

Meantime, the third large circuit, 
| Associated British, and indie houses, 
‘are giving big films extended play- 
ing time, frequently as much as three 
| Or four weeks, he said. 

“This is proving advantageous to 


| both distributor and exhibitor,” Sir 
Arthur declared. “The distributor 
profits in getting the long run. The 


exhibitor profits because of the state 
of British theatre business. It’s off 
| probably 20% from the boom period, 
ibut the big pictures are doing better 
than ever. The small and mediocre 
ones are doing nothing. And it 
these latter with which an exhibitor 
would fill in the time that he now 
gives to the better films, the ones 
that are doing business.” 

Mostly because of this situation at 
the b.o., Quennell explained, Korda 
will make only eight pictures this 
lyear, with every one a top-budgeter. 
| Minor pictures, which he contracted 
|from outside producers when Lon- 


1S 





'don Films was being organized 18 
months ago, will no longer find a 


|place in the program, Quennell said. 
|All future pictures will be made by 
producers, with long-term contracts, 
lin “the London Films family,” with | 
lthe studio providing the financing 
and participating in the profits, 
added. 3 
That 75% Tax 


| As for the current 75% tax 
| Americ: in films, both Jarratt and 
|Quennell asserted they had no of- 
ficial knowledge of any compromise 
moves, Jarratt expressed the per- 
sonal opinion that British economic 
topper Sir Stafford Cripps was per- 
fectly willing to listen to compro- 
mise offers, but that the American 
industry had not made clear its po- 
sition on terms. 

He emphasized the difficult British 
dollar position and pointed out that 
Sir Stafford would be hard put to 
justify sending dollars to America 
for films when he right now is faced 
with the necessity of cutting the 


on 


ration to two-and-one-half pounds 
because of a shortage of exchange. 

Quennell was emphatic in that the 
recent Cabinet switch, which saw 
Hugh Dalton step out as Chancellor 
of the Exchequer and Cripps move 
into his place, would not adversely 
;affect a compromise on the tax. He 
declared the film balance of trade 
was just an impossible situation and 
| the personalities involved in no way 
| mattered. 
| Jarratt and Quennell are in the 
U. S. to show 20th-Fox execs the 
first picture Korda will deliver un- 
der his American distribution deal 
with the company. It’s “An Ideal 
Husband,” Paulette Goddard-starrer, 
|AWhich will be released early next 
year. 

Fox pact, Quenneli said, calied for 
14 pictures, with either side having 
the option of calling it quits after 
| six. The six are expected to be de- 
‘livered by March, 1949, he estimated. 

Jarratt said he would also confab 
with Murray Silverstone, 20th’s for- 
}eign chief, on distribution of Korda’s 
product in Australia and South 
|Africa, which 20th handles. He'll 
| likewise huddle with Republic execs, 








| British Lion handling the Rep prod- 
juct in England, 


| 
Swiss Like ‘Turtle’ 
Zurich, Dee. 2. 

version of John van 

| Druten’s “Voice of the Turtle” is 
| playing simultaneously in Zurich 
| (Schauspielhaus) and Berne, ‘with 
|the public draw big, despite luke- 
| warm comments in the local papers. 

Play was called “too superficial.” 
| Van Druten’s “I Remember “Mama,” 
| which was given here some weeks 
ago, received a better press. 

Zurich cast of the “Turtle” in- 
cludes Anne-Marie Blane as Sally, 
‘Gustav Knuth as Bill and Rita 
'Liechti as Olive. 





| German 








Continued from page | jaa" 


he | 


present three-pound weekly potato. 


Arg. Pix Production Active, With — 
Foreign Star Influx Quite Marked 





Cantinflas to Produce 
Revue in Mexico City 


 xico City, Dec. 9. 
Stage-screen comic Cantinflas 
(Mario Moreno) is going to try a 
jnew role, that of vaude-reyvue im- 
presario. Comic is completin;, plans 
ito take over the Teatro Iris here, 
right after the Christmas holidays, 
which end Jan. 6» He did very well at 
\the Iris heading his own show, 
some years ago, between pix. 
will “Cantinflas in 
| Paris” and will feature himself and 
ja real French cancan troupe, 
augmented by Mexican chorines. 


U.S. Films For 
lish ‘Command! 


London group members of the Mo- 
tion Picture Assn., through their Fu- 
ropean rep F. M. Allport, have 
agreed to provide one American pic- 
;ture a year for a benefit performance 
in aid of the Catholic Stage Guild 
of Ireland. 
| Arrangements made between the 
association’s rep and officers of the 
| Guild aim to give the show the char- 
acter of an Irish Command Perform- 
ance with the President of Ireland 
and all church and state heads in 
attendance. 

First of these annual shows will 
be held with Metro’s “The Yearling” 
|next month in the 3,000-seater Adel- 

phi. Decision to hold benefits using 
| U. S. pix each year followed ‘talks 
between Guild chaplain Father Cor- 
mac, Allport and Robert Vining of 
the MPA. 


RKO SPEEDS DISTRIB ON 
FRENCH “DUMBO,” ‘MAIN’ 


Paris, Dec. 2. 

Walt Disney’s “Dumbo” distributed 
here by RKO, is getting an unprec- 
edented release handling via simul- 
taneous use of 40 technicolor prints 
of the pix, all dubbed in French. 
This is all the more noticeable be- 
cause of difficulty in getting color 
prints in sufficient quantities. Even 
with black and white films, the raw 
stock shortage makes printing over 
about 30 prints nearly impossible. 
“Dumbo” will play the RKO golidly- 
booked ‘Gaumont Palace and Rex 
theatres here and about 70 more 
provincial situations Xmas week and 
the following New Year's week. 


For “Spanish Main,” RKO plans to 
use nearly as many technicolor 
prints, French dubbed. RKO sales 
manager J. Cartier, believing in get- 
ting heavy returns from available 
grossers before further dificulties 
may arise in turning them into 
frances, is instigating a high pressure 
sales campaign supported by Buro- 
pean flackery head Elias Lapinere. 
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” Current Londen Shows 


London, Dec. 9. 

(Figure shows weeks of run) 

“All Over Town,” Playhouse | 

“Anna Lueasta,” Majesty’s (6). 

“Annie Get Gun,” Col’sm (27). 

“Bless the Bride,” Adelphi (33). 
“Blind Goddess,” Apollo (1). 


“Canaries Sing,” Garrick (3). 
“Chiltern Hundreds,” V-eaude (15) 
“Crime of Foley,” Comedy (22). 
“Dr. Angelus,” Phoenix (19). 
“Edward My Son,” Lyric (28). 
“Fly Away Peter,” Fortune (18). 
“Girl Quite,” St. Martin’s (16). 
“Here There,” Palladium (36), 
“Honor & Obey,” Saville (3) 

“Life With Father,” Savoy (27). 
“Linden Tree,” Duchess (17), 
“Never Can Tell,” Wynd (10), 
“Off Record,” Piccadily (28). 
“Oklahoma!,” Drury Lane (32). 
“One, Two, Three,” Yorks (13). 
“Outrageous,” W. Garden (4). 
“Peace Our Time,” Aldw’h (18). 
“Piccadilly Hayride,” Wales (39). 
“Present Laughter,” H’ym'kt (34). 
“Private Ent.,” St. James (3). 
“Starlight Roof,” Hipp. (5). 
“Sweetest Lowest,” Ambass. 
“Together Again,” Vic Pal. 
“Tuppence,” Globe (9). 
“Werm’s View,” Whitehall (32). 





- 


i). 


(84). 
(34). 
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Buenos Aires, Dec. 2. 
Emelco Studios is skedding inau- 
guration of its new studios at Mar- 
tinez, in Buenos Aires suburbs. The 
new sets will be the best equipped 
in the country. Meanwhile, the mer- 





ger between Emelco and Lumiton, 
| which had been stymied by protests 
|from the Film Workers’ Union 
(AGICA) through fears of forma- 
tion of a monopoly, may stil] vo 


through, but under a different 
mula to that originally skedded. Un- 
der the new setup Emelco will inject 
new capital into Lumiton, but t) 
latter will continue to “ate 
'an independent studio. 

AGICA was also 


for- 


ope} as 


instrumental in 


stymying appointment of Charles 
4 Norman Cutler as chief technical 
engineer of Emelco Studios. Cutler 
transferred to films from radio, hav- 
ing been Radio El Mundo’s chief 
technician for 12 years. Union 
| squawked at his appointment from 
| one field to another, over the heads 


of film technicians, even if his quali- 
fications were greater. 

Emelco has. started on “Rodriguez” 
with. Pepe Arias in the lead. Script 
is by Ivo Pelay and Enrique Cahel 
Salaberry directed. Formerly 
Arias pix have relied almost 





Pepe 
solely 


on the comedian himself as a bo. 
| attraction, but this. time he is to be 
surrounded by a big all-star cast, 
with Golde Flami, Floren Delbene. 
Iide Pirevano, Maria Santos and 
Nelly Duggan figuring in bright 


lights. Some scenes will be shot in 
the Maipo theatre where the come- 





dian has made his biggest successes 
| in legit. 
Del Rio Dressing Room Dither 
Work was almost held up on the 
| San Miguel lots when local stars 


| saw the portable dressingroom built 
by the studio for Miss del Rio’s 
This is the first dressingroom of the 
kind seen on Argentine sets. The na- 
| tive stars threatened a strike un- 
less they were granted equal treat- 


use, 


; ment with the foreign star, but even- 
tually everything calmed down. Miss 
del Rio is supported by Alberto 

| Closas, Francisco de Paula and Fer- 
nando Lamas, while Maria Duval 


is co-starred. 

Cinematografica Inter - Americana 
is still dickering with Mexican ac- 
tress Maria Felix, who is expected to 
make pix in Buenos Aires early in 
1948, while her divorce from com- 
poser Agustin Lara goes through. 
Overtures were made to Pedro Lopez 
Lagar, the Charles Boyer of Argen- 
tine pix, but the Spanish onetime 
legiter insisted that he share credits 
with the Mexican star. Luis Saslav- 
sky is to direct the Mexican actress 
if she finally does accept the Inter- 
americana deal. 


Mapy Cortez, revue star from 
Porto Rico, is in Buenos Aires for 
legit and is mulling over offers from 
various local studios to make pix. 
Influx of foreign stars in Argentine 
studios is assuming proportions 
whieh some fear will provoke a pro- 
test from local elements. However, 
since so many Argentine stars, such 
as Delia Garces, Libertad Lamarque 
and Graciela Lecube, are banned by 
Senora Eva de Peron from working 
in their native country, the gaps 
must be filled somehow. 

Once Lais Sandrini has finished 
two pix now skedded for Argentine 
Sono Film, he is due to sail for 
Spain where he is to make a couple 
of pictures under Benito Perajo’s di- 
rection. Ace Italian director Anto- 
nio Leonviola is currently in Buenos 
| Aires and is another foreign film 
|} man for whom local producers are 
| competing 








Terpalaces Best Buy Now 


In Eire Due to Film Tax 
Dublin, Dec. 9. 
With further upping of taxation on 
| film shows in Ireland, dancehalls 





|are now regarded as the best buy 
in entertainment biz bere. The tax 
jon dancing has been removed— it 
|cost more for the government to 
|collect than they got in taxation— 
,and youngsters are going for the 
halls in a big way. 

Two new terperies opened here 
for the low-price trade—60c usual 
week-night admission charge—are 
beth collecting heavy coin. Number 


of halls also means more dates for 





dance bands, some of which are 
now on a= semi-amateur basis, 
aling@ugh the Irish Federation of 


| Musicians is endeavoring to reduce 
;the number of cutrate ensembles 
‘now operating. 
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Chaplin Willing to Sell His UA Stock 
Even If Mary Pickford Retains Her 507, 





Confabs with at least two major? 


Wall street houses have been held 
by Mary Pickford during the past 
two weeks in an effort to arrange a 
sale of Charles Chaplin’s interest in 
United Artists, it has been learned. 
Chaplin, Miss Pickford’s partner in 
UA, has given her power to sell his 
stock if she can. 

Determined to retain her interest 
in UA, while Chaplin wants to un- 
load, Miss Pickford’s aim is to find 
for the Chaplin holdings a customer 
who will agree to her keeping her 
50%. She is understood to have had 
no success as yet, since those inter- 
ested, such as Boston banker Serge 
Semenenko, wants complete control 
or nothing. 


Miss Pickford’s quest tor a pur- 
chaser for the Chaplin shares took 
her last Thursday (4) to Kuhn, Loeb 
& Co. She had a lengthy huddle 
there with partner Sir William Wise- 
man, She had previously conferred 
with Lehman Bros. Neither, it’s 
understood, was interested in the 
proposition. 

Chaplin is reported ready to take 
$2,500,000 to $3,000,000 for his share 
of UA. During the past summer he 
could have had $5,000,000 from a 
syndicate headed by Si Fabian, but 
Miss Pickford tossed over the deal 
by refusing to part with her shares. 

Chaplin’s attitude until recently 
was that he wouldn’t sell unless his 
partner did, too, and he is under- 
stood at one time to have offered to 
have him buy her out or her buy 
him out, but she refused. Since 
then, with the mounting troubles 
faced by the company, Chaplin has 
apparently come to the point of for- 
getting personal feelings if he can 
get a reasonable return for his in- 
terest. 

Negotiations with Semenenko are 
said to have been in abeyance re- 
cently, while Miss Pickford tried the 
other tacks. V.p. of First National 
Bank of Boston reportedly has sug- 
gested a $5,000,000 price for full 


control of the company. Back of his 
interest is said to be an eventual 
merger with Eagle Lion, since he’s 
closely allied financially with EL’s 


SRO’s Coast Sales Meet 


Selznick Releasing Organization 
marks its first anni with a sales 
meeting in Los Angeles Jan. 8-9-10. 
It will be attended by all studio 
and ho. execs, with the exception 
of eastern pub-ad chief Bob Gill- 
ham, and by division and district 
managers. 

Sales policy will be expounded at 
the conclave by prez Neil Agnew 
on three films which will be shown 
to the assemblage.. They are “Para- 
dine Case,” “Portrait of Jennie” 
and “Mr. Blandings Builds His 
Dream House.” 


JULIUS SCHEPPS TOPS 
TEXAS VARIETY CLUB 


Dallas, Dec. 9. 
Heading the Variety Club of Texas 
during 1948 will be Julius Schepps, 
recently elected chief barker, and 
Fred Hoenschedit, first assistant 
chief barker. Other officers are 
P. E. Wilson, second assistant chief 
barker; Duke Clark, prop master, 
and Harold Schwartz, reelected 
doughboy. Delegates to the national 
convention of Variety Clubs of 
America are J. B. Underwood and 
Lloyd Rust. Selected as alternates 

are Roy Litsey and Don Douglas. 
Members of the 1948 board of 
directors are R. J. O'Donnell, Paul 
Short, James O. Cherry, Phil Long- 
don, Samuel B. Landrum, Buddy 
Harris, Duke Clark, Harold Schwartz, 
Fred Hoenscheidt, Julius Schepps, 
William O’Donnell, John Paul God- 
win, C. C. Ezell, P. E. Wilson, John 
Rowley and Haywood Simmons. Wil- 
liam O’Donnell, retiring chief bar- 

ker, becomes national canvasman 








Bill Elson’s 3d Encore 
Minneapolis, Dec. 9. 
Northwest Variety Club directors 
have chosen Bill Elson, one-time 
VARIETY Mugg and now an indie the- 
atre circuit owner, to be chief 





owner, Robert R. Young. 


} 





Sears Warns 
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pany through many careless state- 


ments and by some malicious ones. 
It is for that reason, and at the re- 


quest of the stockholders and board | 


of directors, that I wish to make the 
following facts completely clear: 


“1. UA has been completely sol- 
vent for the 28 years of its existence. 
It is completely solvent today. 

“2. UA is presently operating at a 
substantial profit and every indica- 
tion is that, because of the com- 
pany’s flexible ‘nature, it will con- 
tinue to operate profitably. In this 
respect, it is in a far more favorable 
position than the more self-seeking 
of its story-spreading competitors. 

“3. UA has no outstanding indebt- 
edness of any kind. As a privately- 
owned corporation, it has no com- 
mon or preferred stock problems, no 
outstanding debentures, no stock- 
holders suits. It also stands unique 
among other motion picture com- 
panies which are presently faced, in 
parlous times, with heavy contrac- 
tual executive costs, excessive long- 
term rentals for plush office space, 
banking pressure for liquidation of 
huge obligations and the many other 
problems which have caused such 
scurrying, screaming and axe-wield- 
ing in other quarters. 

“4, UA has, over a period of 
almost three decades, dealt cleanly 


| Branton. 


barker in 1948, succeeding John 
It will be third time he 
has held post. 


Other officers selected are Ted 
| Bolnick and Joe Loeffler, first and 
| second assistant chief barkers; Abe 


Kaplan, treasurer, and Pat Halloran, 
secretary. 


| Hindu-Made Pic on B’ way 
New York preem of “Shakuntala,” 
, first feature produced in India ever 
to be shown commercially in the 
U. S.. has been set for Christmas 
Day at the Art theatre. Opening 
marks the house’s conversion to a 
first run foreign film policy. 

| Picture stars Jayashree, India’s 
| foremost star. It’s being distributed 
)in the U. S. by Mayer-Burstyn. 








‘unfulfilled contractual obligation. 
| We are cognizant of published re- 
| ports that a distribution deal has 
| been concluded between the Cagney 
| brothers and Warner Bros. If this 
| is true, and despite this confluence 
;of brotherhood, it is our intention 
| to proceed against Warner Bros. as 
well as the Cagneys. 

“Counsel has also been instructed 
;to demand immediate delivery from 
Monterey Productions of ‘Red River,’ 
produced and directed by Howard 
Hawks. This picture is firmly com- 
mitted by contract. UA has evi- 
denced complete good faith even to 
an offer of arbitration. We are also 
reliably informed that Enterprise 
Studios’ production, ‘Arch of Tri- 
umph,’, has been completed. This 





and honorably with both its ex- 
hibitor-customers and its producer- | 
clients. Our contracts have been | 
lived up to in both Jetter and spirit. | 
We expect all others—in this coun- | 


try and throughout the world—to do | 
likewise. To this end, the manage- | 
ment of UA has engaged outstand-| 
ing counsel to prosecute aggressively | 
and unflaggingly all violations of 
existing contracts and, mark this’ 
well, to prosecute all efforts by in-| 
dividuals or corporations to interfere | 
with, obstruct or suborn the legal | 


execution of our existing contracts. | 


“Specifically, our counsel has been 
already instructed to proceed against 
Cagney Productions demanding fu! | 
performance of that organization’s | 
deal with UA. Only two pictures— | 
“Johnny Come Lately’ and ‘Blood on | 
the Sun’—have been delivered. A} 
third, ‘Time of Your Life,’ has been | 
completed. ‘This latter constitutes an | 
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film, we understand, has been shown 
to audiences and exhibitors here and 
in California. UA’s 6-picture con- 
tract with Enterprise is unique in 
that ‘Arch of Triumph’ was and is 
a primary consideration of the deal. 
Any attempt to withhold this pro- 
duction would be alien to the intent, 
spirit and letter of the agreement. 
Counsel has therefore been in- 
structed to demand an early deliv- 
ery date and complete fulfillment of 
the contract. 

“This same desire to protect the 
interests of our company and its 
coterie of producers will dictate our 
actions in England or wherever else 
our position may be placed in 
jeopardy, purposefully or uninten- 
tienally. We expect all producers, 
present, past and future, to fulfill 
their contracts with us to the same 
degree that they expect (and are 
entitled to expect) performance from 
_. Ee 
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N. O.’s 313,351 Seats 


Theatre survey of the New 
Orleans territory, 11th in the 
series of 31 exchange directories 
being issued by the Motion Pic- 
ture Assn., shows a total of 576 
theatres with 313,351 seats 
operating in that area. In ad- 
dition, there are six drive-ins 
with a total capacity of 2,350 
cars and 13 shuttered houses © 
with 6,255 seats. 

Of the total number of thea- 
tres, 287 are circuit-operated 
with remaining 302 owned by 
indies having less than four 
theatres apiece. 


MORRIS OFFICEIN’ ON 
FILM ABOUT RADIO BIZ 


United Artists board has given the 
nod to Jerrold Brandt to go ahead 
with production of “Radio Caval- 
cade,” a history of the radio indus- 
try. William Morris office, which is 
to provide some of the featured ra- 
dio players for the cast and is also 
reported to have helped round up 
some of the production money, is to 
get an undisclosed percentage of the 
profits. UA will get its regular 
2742% distribution fee. 

Brandt has been negotiating with 
UA on the film for some time under 
the previous title of “Music in the 
Air.” Cast has not yet been selected, 
but it’s scheduled to tee off within 
30 days, with Stuart Heisler direct- 
ing. Armed Forces Radio Service 
has granted the producer exclusive 
permission to recreate its wartime 
“Command Performance” stunt for 
the picture. National Assn. of Broad- 
casters is slated to assist in exploita- 
tion by having the film plugged 
gratis over most radio stations as a 
radio industry pitch. 

Preem has already been set for 
Pittsburgh under the auspices of 
KDKA, NBC affiliate in Pitt, which 
was the first. licensed radio station 
in the country. 


MPF Meet 
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who stressed that the Foundation 
must be “more than transient phil- 
anthropy.” ‘ 

Tapped for top jobs along with 
Richards are Harry Brandt, New 
York circuit operator, first veepee; 
Rick Ricketson, National Theatres 
exec, second veepee; Mitchell Wolf- 
son, Miami theatre op, third veepee; 
Balaban, treas.; and Jack Kirsch, 
National Allied prexy, sec’y. Prez, 
first veepee, sec’y and treas. will also 
serve on the executive committee 
as members ex officio. 

Other exec committeemen desig- 
nated for the permanent org. are 
Depinet, Leopold Friedman, Metro’s 
v.p. and general counsel; Spyros 
Skouras, 20th-Fox prexy; Nate-Blum- 
berg, Universal’s prexy; Jack Cohn, 
Columbia’s exee v.p.; Fred Wehren- 
berg, board chairman of TOA; Gam- 
ble; Dr. Jacob Fishman, New Haven; 
Moe Silver, Pittsburgh; Richard 
Walsh, International Alliance of The- 
atrical & Stage Employees’ prexy; 
M. J. Mullin, Paramount partner in 
Boston; Sam Gillette, Salt Lake City; 
A. Schoenstadt, Chicago; William 
Jenkins, Atlanta; and Hugh Bruen, 
Calif. 

By-laws were amended to boost 
the 10 trustees at large to 12. Named 
to that group are Ricketson, Wolf- 
son, Walsh, Gamble, Kirsch, Brandt, 
Bruen, Abram F. Myers, Allied’s 
general counsel; Herman Robbins, 
National Screen Service topper; Carl 
Hoblitzelle, Par’s Texas partner; Maj. 
Gen. Ted Curtis, of Bastman Kodak 
Co.; and Chick Lewis. 

All 31 exchange areas except 
Cleveland, Milwaukee and Okla- 
homa City are now organized, Bala- 
ban said. As for these sectors, he 
recommended appointment of a 
committee by the board to under- 
take their organization immediately 
after the meeting. 

Foundation now has $1,000,000 of 
its original $10,000,000 starter com- 
mitted. Paramount has promised 
$500,000 and its partners the other 
$500,000. 


Under the Wire 


Universal will suffer no loss 
as result of the Motion Picture 
Assn.’s action last week in list- 
ing Mark Hellinger’s “The 
Killers” among crime films “un- 
suitable for reissue.” Reissue 
rights had already been sold, 
with a large group of others, to 
Harris-Broder, outfit which 
specializes in handling resale of 
reissue rights. 

“Killers” was one of U’s big- 
gest grossers of the 1946-47 sea- 
son, snaring in the neighborhood 
ef $3,000,000. 























Inside Stuff—Pictu 
tures 

Eric Johnston, as result of his Philadelphia speech in praise of RKO’s 
“Crossfire” last week, was “invited” to become a “character witness” for 
Adrian Scott and Edward Dmytryk. Scott, who produced “Crossfire,” and 
Dmytryk, who directed it, were recently fired by RKO for their testimony 
before the House Un-American Committee. 

Invite to the Motion Picture Assn. prexy to testify in their behalf was 
issued by Robert W. Kenny, counsel for the 10 Hollywoodites recently 
cited by Congress for contempt. It followed Johnston's acceptance, as a 
sub for Dore Schary, of an award to the RKO production chief by a Philly 
Masonic group for his contribution to the fight on bigotry. 

Johnston called “Crossfire” a “challenging, dramatic picture Striking at 
intolerance,” but never once mentioned Scott or Dmytryk. Attorney de- 
clared: “If Johnston can accept an award for the film’s contribution to 
Americanism he has a moral obligation to help Scott and Dmytryk in 
their fight against illegal discharge.” 





Opposing attorneys in the $2,000,000 libel suits of Emmet Lavery and 
Martin o> against Mrs. Lela Rogers, mother of Ginger Rogers, have 
been conferring in Hollywood on plans for withdrawing the present action 
and filing a new one to include five additional defendants. It’s reported 
the revised papers will be filed this week. 

According to Max Fink, their attorney, the plaintiffs will include James 
K. McGuinnes, Metro production exec; Sam Wood, director; Morrie Rys- 
kind, scenarist and playwright; Ayn Rand, novelist, and the ABC network. 
They would base their action on Mrs. Rogers’ pre-trial testimony that 
the four individuals helped her prepare her script for the “American Town 
Meeting” broadcast last Sept. 2, during which she referred to Lavery's new 
play, “The Gentleman From Athens,” as “Communist propaganda.” Gosch 
is producer of the show, which opened last night (Tues.) at the Mansfield, 
i. me 

The new complaint will include the ABC network (which broadcast the 
program) because it still hasn’t made the retraction originally demanded, 
Fink said. 





Launching an organized protest campaign against the recen* directive of 
film industry execs calling for discharge of all Communists, the Arts, 
Sciences and Professions Council of Progressive Citizens of America is 
staging a rally next Monday (15) at Manhattan Center, N. Y. Writer- 
producer Adrian Scott, one of 10 Hollywood figures indicted for contempt 
of Congress, is slated to fly in from the Coast to address the meeting. 

Calling the film industry's action “a direct threat to progressives of 
every shade,” PCA is asking its members to write protest letters to Eric 
Johnston, Motien Picture Assn. prez, urging him to reconsider the step. In 
addition, PCA is suggesting that its members “skip a couple of movies” 
and kick in with $3 contributions te help finance the protest campaign. 





Samuel Goldwyn’s crusade against double feature bills has recruited 
N. Y¥. Sun columnist H. I. Phillips into the single-picture camp. Writing 
in a recent column, Phillips said: “The whole theory of one good picture 
and one stinkeroo is boring the customers, causing widespread cries of 
‘How can Hollywood do this to me?’ and developing an ‘include me out’ 





attitude toward magic lantern shows. 
night, one with elephants and one with mice? 


Did Barnum give two shows a 
Would the legit theatres 


ever get anywhere by producing ‘Oklahoma!’ and ‘Uncle Tom's Cabin’ on 
the same night program? ... I like movies, Sam, but I don’t like limburger 
on the same program.” 


scene titles shall not be used.” That 
was interpreted to mean that only 
a title that, per se, was “salacious, 
indecent or obscene” could be nixed. 
New rule adopted by the MPA board 
in New York last Wednesday (3) 
provides—with attention called to 
Paragraph 2: 

“The following titles shall not be 
used: 

“1. Titles which are salacious, in- 
decent, obscene, profane or vulgar. 

“2. Titles which suggest or are 
currently associated in the public 
mind with material, characters or 
occupations unsuitable for the 
screen. 

“3. Titles which are otherwise ob- 
jectionable.” 

The Advertising Code was also 
amended, eliminating the possibility 
of a studio getting around the title 
prohibition by labeling a film with 
another name and then advertising, 
for instance, “Made from Kathleen 
Winsor’s novel, ‘Forever Amber.’” 
New section of the AD Code reads: 

“Titles of source materials or oc- 
cupations or names of characters on 
which motion pictures may be based 
should not be exploited in adver- 
tising or upon the screen if such 
titles or such names are in conflict 
with the provisions of the Produc- 
tion Code affecting titles.” 

Phoney Crime Biogs 

This rule also covers changes 
which were made in the Production 
Code to give the Breen office a clear 
mandate for eliminating biographies 
or pseudo-biographies of gangsters, 
dead or alive. The industry is cur- 
rently under fire of columnist West- 
brook Pegler because of the PCA’s 
thumbs-down on the Al Capone 
script which he authored for pro- 
duction by his brother, Jack, and 
Lou Goldberg. While Breen has long 
been trying to hold back another big 
cycle of gangster films, he was doing 
so under only generalized clauses of 
the Code. Now he has a specific 
regulation—which undoubtedly was 
engendered by the Pegler case—to 
point to. 

Adding a 13th section to the pre- 
vious 12 sections of the Code, the 
new rule reads: 

“No picture shall 
dealing with the life of a notorious 
criminal of current or recent times 
which uses the name, nickname or 


alias of such notorious criminal in | 
the film, nor shall a picture be ap-| 
proved if based upon the life of; 
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Production Code 
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be approved | 
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such a notorious criminal unless the 
character shown in the film be 
punished for crimes shown in the 
film as committed by him.” 

The Advertising Code revisions 
quoted above would preclude refer- 
ences in ad copy to a criminal who 
might be alleged as the real-life 
counterpart of the principal char- 
acter in the film. 

With reissue values as high as 
they are currently, distribs cut 
themselves off from a fairish chunk 
of income by their action in listing 
14 pictures, released between 1928 
and 1947, as unsuitable for reissue 
because of their crime content. 
These are “Dillinger” (Mono), 1945; 
“Roger Touhy, Gangster” (20th), 
1944; “The Racket Man” (Col), 1944; 
“This Gun for Hire” (Par), 1943; 
“Phe Killers” (U), 1946; “They Made 
Me a Killer” (Par), 1946; “Born to 
Kill” (RKO), 1947; “Shoot to Kill” 
(Screen Guild), 1947; “The Last 
Gangster” (M-G), 1937: “Me Gang- 
ster” (Fox), 1928; “Gang War” 
(FBO), 1928; “Ladies of the Mob” 
(Par), 1928, and “The Racketeer” 
(Pathe), 1930. Also named is “The 
Murder Ring,” 1942, but neither 
Varmety files nor distrib release 
charts carry any such title. 

Pix aiready in release are not 
affected, although it is assumed they 
will be ineligible for reissue. 
Among such films not named are 


“Check Your Guns” (EL), “The 
Gangster” (Mono), “Gun Talk” 
(Mono) and three from Screen 


Guild, “Killer Dill,” 
and “Call It Murder.” 

Since the minor companies are 
not members of the MPA, they're 
under no obligation to pull their 
gangster reissues and it’s assumed 
that they won't. Inasmuch as the 
pix won't carry the PCA seal, af- 
filiated circuits and some _ indie 
houses will not play them, but many 
other minor exhibs habitually pay 
no attention to whether a film has 
a seal or not.. 

Titles stricken from the MPA’s 
Title Registration list by last weck’s 
action are: “Al Capone,” “Under- 
cover Man, He Trapped Capone,” 


“Racketeers” 


“Killer for Hire,” “Assassin for 
Hire;” “Killers All,” “Baby Faced 
Killer.” “The Gangster’s Moll.’ 
“Gangster’s Glory,” “Professional 


‘Killer’ and “The Killer.” These are 


labels for films never made, but 
to which rights were staked out. 
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Wednesday, December 10, 1947 





No Entertainer in history of 
Broadway night life ever re- 
ceived such an ovation as 
George Jessel. This superb 
performer’ made his audi- 
ence laugh, and weep as he 
willed. 

—LEONARD LYONS, 

New York Post. 


Jessel super smash at the 

Carnival. His opening most 

exciting and thrilling in re- 
cent Broadway history. 
—LEE MORTIMER, 
New York Mirror. 


George Jessel, one of the 


few remaining greats in the 


show business. 


—KAHN, Variety. 


The Star of the week is 
Georgie Jessel. 
—EARL WILSON, 
New York Post. 





The gang from 21 and Toots 
Shor's went enmasse to see 
Georgie Jessel. They laugh- 
ed and cried with him and 
then cheered. 

—LOUIS SOBOL, 


N. Y. Journal-American. 


va 


Jessel’s return to New York's 
night life was one of the sea- 
son's sensational premiers. 
The audience actually rose 
to its feet and cheered the 
producer-actor. 


_—DOROTHY KILGALLEN, 


N. Y. Journal-American. 


"He's wonderful in the finest 
sense of the word." 
—BERT McCORD, 
Herald Tribune. 
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Picture Grosses 











Last week, “Pirates of Monterey” 
«U), $8,580. 

Pex (Fw) (4,651; 60-95 }—“Escape 
Me Never” (WB). Dull $12,000. Last 
week, “Nightmare Alley” (20th), 
good $20,000. 

Gelden Gate (RKO) (2.844; 65-$1) | 
—"Out of Past” (RKO) plus vaude 
headed by Robert Mitchum (2d wk). 





Wiee $25,000. Last week, big $31,000. 
Guild (Lippert) (400; 90-$1.20)— 
“}ite With Father” (WB). Happy | 


$3,008 for 10th week downtown. Last | 
week, “Anthony Adverse” (WB) (re- 
issue) (2d wk), $3,200. 

Earkin (Roesner) (400; 65-85)— 
“Kmow Where I'm Going” (U) (6th 
wk) (m.o.). Good $2,100. Last week, 
fine $2,400. 

@rpheum (Blumenfeld) (2,448; 55- 
85)—"'The Exile” (U). Passable $16,- 
600. Last week, “I Love Trouble” 
«Col), tired $12,000. 

Paramount (Par) (2,646; 60-90)— 
“Out of Blue” (EL). Fair $16,000. 
Last week, “Whispering City” (EL) 
plus vaude headed by Tex Beneke 
erch, oke $25,000 at 65-95c scale. 

Stagedoor (Ackerman) (350; $1.20) 
—“Henry V” (UA) (2d wk). Sock 
$5,500. Last week, record-break/ng 
$5,700. 

St, Francis (Par) (1.400; 90-$1.20) 
—“Unconquered” (Par) (5th wk). 
Husky $19,000. Last week, great 
$21,000. 

Warfield (FWC) (2,656; 60-85)— 
“Green Dolphin Street” (M-G) (2d 
wk). Fine $18,500. Last week, sock 
$32,000. 

United Artists (Blumenfeld) (1,207, 
55-85 )-——““Body and Soul” (UA) (2d 
Big $14,000. Last week, strong 
$16,000. 

United Nations (FWC) (1,149; 60- 
@5)—“Nightmare Alley” (20th) (m. 
o.). Thin $3,500. Last week, “Hagen 
Girl” (WB) (3d wk) (m.0.), $2,300. 


ST. LOO OFF; ‘ESCAPE’ 
186, ‘DOLPHIN’ 226, 2D) 


St. Louis, Dee. 9. 

With one exception all screen fare 
at big stem cinemas are holdover 
or reissues this week, reflecting the 
torpid turnstile activity. “Green 
Dolphin Street,” one on h.o. should 
repeat its leadership of last week. 
“Escape Me Never,” the only new 
film, will get second money, but it’s 
mild. e 

Estimates for Titis Week 


Ambassader (F&M) (3,000: 50-75) 
=—‘Down To Earth” (Col) and 
“Crime Doctor's Gamble” (Col) (2d 





wk). Oke $12,000 after $15,000 first 
session. 

' Art (S’Renco) (115; 95)—*“Col. 
Biimp” (UA) (2d wk). Trim $600 


atter nifty $800 initial stanza. 

Fox (F&M) (5,000; 50-75)—"Es- 
cape Me Never” (WB) and “Bad 
Men Missouri” (WB) (reissue). Mild 
$18,000. Last week, “Where There's 
Life” (Par) and “Big Town Dark” 
(Far) fine $25,000. 

Leew’s (Loew) (3,172; 50-75)— 
“Green Dolphin Street” (M-G) (2d 
ws). Faney $22,000 after surpris- 
inziy big $30,000 first chapter. 

Missouri (F&M) (3,500; 50-75)— 
“Walter Mitty” (RKO) and “Key 
Wiiness” (Col) (m.o.). Trim $16,000. 
Last week, “Fun, Fancy Free” 
(RKO) and “Old Spanish Trail”: 
(RKO) (m.o.), $9,000. 

Orpheum (Loew) (2,000; 50-75)— 
“Sundown” (UA) and “Kansas” (UA) 
(reissues). Solid $10,000. Last week, 
“This Time Keeps” (M-G) and 
“fillerson Case’ (Col) (m.o.) (2d 
wit), $9,002. * 

St. Leuis (F&M) (4,000; 50-75)— 
“Unsuspected” (WB) and “Each 
Dawn I Die” (WB) (reissue) (2d 
wk). Okay $8,000 after neat $12,000 
opener. 

Shuhert (Ind) (1,500: 40-60)— 
“Where There's Life” (Par) and 
“Big Town After Dark” (Par) 
(m.o.). Fine $6,000. Last week, 

Mohawk” (20th) and “Mark 
of Zerro” (20th) (reissues), $7,000. 


Past’ Stardy $13,500 
Cincinnati, Dec. 9. 

General biz of major stands has 

dropped to pre-Xmas level. Of the 


c_ly two new entries this round, “Out 
of Past” hoids a margin over “So 





Port. Okay; ‘Widow’ Sock 
1746, Dolphin’ Big 156, 
— Fan’ Giant 186, 2 Spots 


Portland. Ore. Dec. 9. 

Biz is on the upgrade this week, 
largely because of good product in 
town. “Green Dolphin Street” at 
United Atrists, “Wistful Widow” at | 
the Broadway, and “Fun and Fancy | 
Free” at Oriental and Orpheum are 
the best bets. Standout loeks to be | 
“Dolphin.” 





Estimates for Fhis Week 

(Parker) (1,832; 
Widow” (U) and 
posed” Rep). Torrid $17,500. Last 
week, “Unsuspected”™ (WB) and 
“Oregon Trail” (Rep), okay $8,700. 

Guild (Parker) (427; 65-$1) — 
“Waltz Time” (Indie) (10 days). 
Fine $3,000. Last week, “Ivan Ter- 
rible” (Indie), $2,000. 

Mayfair (Parker) (1,500; 40-80)— 
“High Conquest” (Mono) and “Black 
Gold” (Mono). Average $7,000 or 
close. Last week, “Life With Father” 
(WB) (3d wk) (5 days), $5,500 at 
upped scale. 

Music Box (H-E) (1,000; 40-80)— 
“Gone With Wind” (M-G) (reissue). | 
Fair $3,500. “Wind” played two | 
weeks at ffirstrun house _ several 
months ago. Last week, “Bachelor 
Bobby-Soxer” (RKO) and “The 
Web” (U) (3d wk), after two sock | 
weeks at Paramount and Oriental, | 
fast $3,600. 

Oriental (H-E) (2,000? 
“Fun, Fancy Free” (RKO) and “Sev- 
en Keys Baldpate” (RKO), day-date 
with Orpheum. Solid $7,000. Last | 
week, “Forever Amber” (20th). | 
$7,500 at upped scale. 

Orpheum (H-E) (1,750, 40-80)— | 
“Fun, Fancy Free” (RKO) and | 
“Seven Keys Baldpate” (RKO), also 
Oriental. Terrific $11,000. Last week, 
“Grapes of Wrath” (20th) and “To- | 
bacco Road” (20th) (reissues) (5! 
days), $6,800. | 

Paramount (H-E) (3,400; 90-$1.20) | 


40-80) 


Broadway S 
“Ex- | 


—“Wistful 





———eee 


40-86 )— | 


Hy 
| 


|_-Porever Amber” (20th) (2d wk) 


(6 days). Big $9,500 at upped prices. 
Last week, torrid $17,000. 

Playhouse (H-E) (1,200; 40-80)— 
“Bachelor, Bobby-Soxer” (RKO) 
and “The Web” (U) (4th wk) (m.o.). 
Fair $3,000 or near. Last week, 
“Golden Earrings” (Par) and “Se- 
cret Mission” (EL) m.o.), $2,800. 
United Artists (Parker) (895: 40-80) 
—“Green Dolphim Street” ‘(M-G). 
Scorching $15,006. Last week, “Es- 
cape Me Never” (WB) (8 days), thm 
$5,500. 


Indpls. Has Xmas Blues; 
‘Exile’ 106, Ace New Pic 


Indianapolis, Dec. 9. 
Deluxers here are singing the 
Christmas blues this stanza. Grosses 
are down all around, with $10,000 
the top coin. Leaders are “Green 
Dolphin Street” in hold-over at 





UA’s Palm-Off 


United. Artists may become 
landlord to a legiter. Company 
is seeking a straight play or 
musical to relight its Broadway 
theatre, which it shuttered last 
night (Tuesday) for lack of 
product. Mentioned as a possi- 
bility is the musical, “Bonanza 
Bound.” 

UA has had the house since 
last April, on lease from the 
Shuberts. At 53d street, too far 
distant from Times square, 
house has seldom been able to 
show a profit on its $10,000 week- 
ly nut, consisting of $5,000 plus 
2% of the gross as rental and 
salaries of the staff. 


but the final five weeks of the rene- 
vating job. 

Dropping of stage shows by Leew’s 
State on Dec. 24 after running 
them since 1921, ig rumored to pres- 
age a still more radical change im 
Metro’s operatiom on Broadway. It’s 
reported that the double features 
which the State will offer may only 
be @ temporary measure before the 
house replaces the Capitol as Loew’s 
flagship. 

That Old Capitel Rumor—Asain 

It’s long beem rumored that the 
Cap, whieh Loew’s leases in partner- 








ship with Messmeore Kendall, will be 
dropped by the company. This has 
been denied as oftem as it comes up, 
but the rumors persist. Broadwayites 
readily agree that. the 3,450-seat 
State, because of its mid- Times 
, Square location, is.a more advan- 


: e 
Metro Contrives 
hill Vid 
To ( ] | tageous theatre property than 
| 4,820-seat 51st street house. 


Chicago, Dec. 9. | ‘That Loew’s could get along minus 
Metro-homeoffice has advised its|the Cap as a showcase for M-G 
branch staff here that no M-G fea- 
ture or shert is to be sold in any 
shape or form to television broad- 
casters. 

Order came through when one of 
the midwestern tele stations sought 
to rent an old feature from the 
Metro exchange to transmit over its 
video outlet.- Price offered was re- 
portedly high enough to warrant the 
branch manager writing into the 
homeoffice to determine whether he 
could sell the film. 

Metro’s action, following reports 
that other distribs are considering 
deals with tele broadcasters, indi- 
eates it will contimue to hold its 

; < re i : : , 
acre — oe eager amy po ae likely will be between mid-Peb- 
Persistent refusal even to diseuss| ‘UY and mid-March. “Bland- 
the sale of its product to broad- ae wen’t be ready for release 
casters is believed to mean the| Uti! July. 
stance will be continued for some 
time in the future. 








Selznick in M. H. 

Deal with Badio City Musie 
Hall, N. Y., by which “Paradine 
Case” goes in mext, is understood 
also to include negotiations for 
two other Selznick films to be 
booked in the house. They are 
“Portrait of Jennie” and “Mr. 
Biandings Builds His Dream 
House.” 

“Paradine” is expected to 
open about Jam. 8 or 15, fol- 
towing the current “Good News” 
(M-G). “Jennie” may preem im- 
mediately after that, which 











product is perhaps evidenced by the 








| necessity recently of reaching out 





|for other compamy’s films. Suffering, | 


|} as are most other Broadway theatres, 
‘from inability of product to hold up 


3 
Pix-Telereels 
} | for long runs, Cap has recently been 


Centinaed from e 3 . . 
oe “ee |playing Columbia releases. “Her 


refuse to confirm or deny these | Husband’s Affairs’ ended a three- 
rumblings. Reportedly, company in- | week run last Wednesday (3), pre- 
tends to ereate the unit as a selling | ceding return of a Metro film, “This 
agent for its clips whieh would be Time for Keeps.” + 
leased to video stations. Col. similarly got a break in get- 
Understood that Universal has /| ting its “It Had te Be You” into the 
also been flirting with the idea of | Roxy this week, although that was 
franchising the use of its reels to|something of a favor, too, to 20th- 
commercial sponsors as one way of|Fox, which operates the house. 
boosting the revenues from its| Very slow biz that was done hv 
newsreel. company. Trade circles | “Thunder in the Valley” caused 20th 
believe negotiations with one na- | to pull it last Friday (5) after three 
tional sponsor are already under | days of the seeomd week. In great 
way. In view of the lucrative offer | need of a picture, it got Col’s Ginger 
made to Paramount, U could garner | Rogers-Cornel Wilde-starrer. Col. 
sizeable revenues from such a move. | was reticent about giving it, since 
Newsreel toppers are plenty con- | there was no time for an ad or pab- 
cerned over the recent actions of | licity campaign. It’s the first time 
Associated Press, United Press and | since 1942 that Fex had to use an 
International News Service in or- | outside picture. Biz was so in need 
ganizing tele companies. They're of a hypo that a Friday night. pre- 
figured to take the play away from | view wes resorted to, giving the pa- 














Loew’s, and “The Exile,” with some|the reels by far earlier and more 
help from “Royal Wedding” short , complete coverage. _ The reels are 
at Cirele. “Escape Me Never,” at | Plugging for entry into the biz by 
Indi Leeper @enppoluting their parent orgs since they think 
diana, 4 it’s a natural for them and a profit- 
Est mates for This Week | able one at that. Fact that AP is 
Circle (Gamble-Dolle) (2,800; 40-) arming their photographers with 


Last Week, “Hagen Girl” (WB> and 
“Gas House Kids Hollywood” (BL), 
dandy $12,000. 

Indiana (G-D) (3,300; 40-60)— 
“Escape Me Never” ¢WB).. Thin 
$8,060. Last week, “Where There’s 
Life” (Par), strong $14,000. 

Keith’s (G-D) (1,300; 40-60)— 
“Where There’s Life’ (Par) (m.o.). 


chosen field. 





WASHINGTON 


(Continued from page 16) 
Along Mohawk” (20th) (reissue), 





Oke $5,000. Last week, “Drums| Nice $8,500. 
Aleng Mohawk” (20th) and “Mark| , Keith’s (RKO) (1,838; 44-80)— 
of Zorro” (26th) (reissues), nice! “Walter Mitty” (RKO) (2d wk). 
$6,000. Good $16,000 or better after big 
Loew’s (Loew's) (2,450; 40-60)— | $22,000 opening. Holds again. 
“Green Dolphin Street” (M-G) (2d|__ Metropolitan (WB) (1,163; 44-70)— 
wk). Okay $10,000 after hefty $17,500 | “Arizona (Col) (reissue). Gooa 
opener. $8.000. | Last week, “Escape Me 
Lyre (G-D) (1.600; 40-60)—“Fab- | Never” (WB) (m.o.), $7,000. 
ulous Texan” (Rep) and “Reil- Palaee (Loew's) (2,370; 44-74)— 
roaded” (EL). Modest $6,500. Last Seren ae, viet heg the (ad 
week, “Red Stallion” ( . $7,000. WK). 0 ; after soc 
RS is FE $27,000 initial week. 
- — ne ee (2,154; 44-74)— 
. a “Had to Be You” (Col). Rousing 
or trailing wow $16,000 | $20,000, and best here in weeks. 


: é, ; - Helped by Royal Wedding shorts. 

gg ae wat ee “wk). Bicloes Last week, “Hagen Girl” (WB), thin 
2 ‘ d ; C 5 

by Royal Wedding short to hotsy | eee ow ae 

$10,000. Last week, socko $13,000. 




















Well Remembered.” which was 
linked in last half with reels of the 
Louis-Walcott scrap. 


Estimates for This Week —— 
Albee (RKO) (3.100: 50-75)—“Out | Well 


of Past” (RKO). Okay $13,500. Last | 
week, “Where There's Life” 
solid $18,000. 

Capitel (RKO) (2.060: 50-75) 
“Green Dolphin Street” (M-G) (2d 


wk). Sturdy $12,500 after sock $18,-|“Where There's Life”. (Par) (m.o.). 

i, $5,500. Last week, “Walter 
| itty 
(U) (2d wk). All| round, hefty $8,000. 


@00 preem. Stays on. 
Grand (RKO) (1,400; 560-75) 
“Wistful Widow” 


(Par), | last half, fancy $12,500. Last week. 
|“Escape Me 
000 


Ra (RKO) (1,400; 50-75) — M " ° 

“Walter Mitty” (RKO). Second i 

;|moveover for fourth downtown “ ady Lingers On 

stanza. Good $5.000. Last week, Despite fanfare of the Rialto 

|“West Point” (FC) and “Adventure| ‘theatre on Broadway on its 
(Par). $7.000. switchover from Hollywood 


Palace (RKO) (2.600: 50-75)—“So 
Remembered” (RKO). Bol- 


stered by Louis-Walcott fight film in 


chillers to foreign films, it’s ap- 
parently still catering to the 
same type of customer, judging 
from the marquee copy. 

For the current French pic- 
ture, “Panic,” one sign reads: 
“Murder, sex, thrills.’ Which 
points up the French proverb 
that the more things change, the 
more they remain the same. 


Never” (WB), thin 


Shubert (RKO) (2.100: 50-75) — 


. 


(RKO), thir? downtown 





60)—“Exile” (U). Average $10,000.|16m cameras for television, they | 
think, is a direct invasion of their | 








trons a twin bill. 

Fox had no suitable pix of its own 
available, since “Daisy Kenyon” is 
being saved for the Roxy’s Christ- 
mas picture and “Captain from Cas- 
tile’ is booked for the Rivoli. An- 
other of its top productions, “Gentle- 
man’s Agreement,” is in Brandt's 
Mayfair. Switch in management and 
policy of the latter house also 
marked a radical change of the past 
year. Operation was taken over by 
Hiarry Brandt frem Loew's and it 
was made a first-run, thus contribut- 
ing further to the shortage of prod- 
uct on Broadway, since there are 
now more houses among which it 
must be spread. 

Loew’s 1,700-seat Criterion has re- 
cently undergone a policy shift. too. 
Instead of the short-run Metro, Uni- 
versal and  oeeasional Columbia 
product on whieh it subsisted, it’s 
now being used for extended Metro 
runs. It had “Gone With the Wind” 
in for many weeks and now is wind- 
ing up the secomd month of “Green 
Dolphin Street.” There was talk 
some months ago of Bond Clothing 
enlarging its mext door store and 
scrapping the house, but drop in 
Bond biz scotehed that idea. 

Pulling Ome of 2 Reissues 

Manner in whieh the pressure for 
Broadway playing time has eased 
because of product’s failure te hold 
up as it did during the war is seen 
at Warner Bros.’ Strand. House, in 
one of the top Broadway locations, 
has been resorting to reissues re- 
cently. And last week even the re- 
issues were so flabby at the bo. 
that a strange switch was employed. 
“Jezebel,” one of the dual-billed 
reissues, was held over, but its co- 
feature, “Anthony Adverse,” was 
pulled. In its place was installed 
“Slight Case of Murder.” House goes 





back to stageshows and first runs 





this week with “Always Together.” 


Broadway, operated by United 
_ Artists em lease from the Shuberts, 
was shuttered last night for lack of 
| preduct. At 53d street, too far from 
| Times Square to get much drop-in 
_ business, house has-been doing very 
poorly since lighted last spring for 
preem of “Monsieur Verdoux.” 

Universal's plush Park Avenue, 
, which has never proved profitable 
| since opened by Walter Reade more 
than a year ago,-also has had to be 
, opened to a non-Universal picture 
this week because of failure of any 
of the company’s own product to 
hold up. It’s playing “Henry V” at 
pop prices, marking the third run 
the film has had im New York. “Bush 
Christmas” was pulled last 
| after only three days of the 
week. 





Friday 
second 


the | 


U is having all it can do to keep 
iis Winter Garden booked with its 
own and Rank’s films, especially in- 
asmuch as two additional houses 
have recently been opened to its 
' English imports. They are the Little 
Carnegie, in which “Nicholas Nickle- 
by” is now imstalled after 12 weeks 
of “Tawny Pipit,” and the Sutton, 
whieh is im the 17th frame of “I 
Know Where Im Going.” Latter 
house, a Rugoff & Becker operation, 
is an east side elass house formerly 
playing subsequents. 

RKO’s first-rummer, the venerable 
Palace ef vaude fame, is to ert a 
complete facelift shortly. The 1,757- 
seater is to get new chairs, a paint 
job, modern equipment. etc. It was 
originally intended to close the 
house pre-Christmas week for the 
repairs, but strength of “Out of the 
Past,” presemt tenant, has caused de- 
‘lay until early mext year. 


Fereign Pix 





Inroads of the foreign pix has 
| beem ome of the most striking 
'changes im the Broadway scene. 


Latest switch was that of the Rialto 
| from its tradition of being a “House 
of Horror” to linguals. Its first and 
/current foreign is the French 
|“Panie.” Likewise reaching for the 
|} overseas releases is City Investing’s 
Bijou, transformed a few wecks ago 
| from a legiter. It eurrently has the 
| Italian “Revenge,” but biz has been 
|so weak under the policy that if 
| there’s any call from fhe live shew 
| producers the house may be expected 
} to go quickly back to legit. 
Another change in the street is 
| the manner in which the Golden, 
|another ex-legiter, has established 
| ttself as a two-a-day outlet. It start- 
|ed off auspiciously with “Henry V,” 
then went into foreigms and cur- 
'rently has RKO’s “Mourning Be- 
, comes Electra.” 
| Stable in their policy and opera- 
_tiom, but suffering alomg with the 
‘others from inability to get the 
| former long runs out. of their at- 
' traetions, are the Musie Hal) and the 
| Paramount. Doing particularly well 
is Brandt's Glebe, with “Body and 
Soul” (UA) in its fifth week. Astor 
‘continues to roll along, too, with a 
| flow of products from Samuel Gold- 
| wyn, opening “Bishop's Wife’ this 
'week after 17 stanzas of “Walter 
| Mitty.” 


‘UStockbolder Sues Yo 
Recaver $212,075 Profits’ 


Universal's top drawer execs are 

charged with netting a total of 
$212,075 in invalid stock transactions 
/m am amended complaint filed in the 
iN. Y¥. federal district court by 
Stephen Truneale, dissident Univer- 
sal stockholder. Suit demands re- 
turn of $67,000 in alleged profits by 
J. Cheever Cowdin, chairman of the 
beard; $12,500 by Nate J. Blumberg, 
prexy, $49,375 by William A. Scully, 
distribution chief; $8,200 by Charles 
D. Prutzman, general counsel; and 
| $75,000 by Clifford Work, erstwhile 
| production head. 
It’s claimed‘ that transactions oc- 
curred since July 24, 1945. Purport- 
pote, stock deals violated the Se- 
curities Exchange Act in that shares 
, were bought and sold within a six- 
;month period. 

Original cemplaint was dismissed 
iby Judge Simon H. Rifkind because 
| the charges were lumped together in 


one pleading. 


Yates Coming to N.Y. 

Republic prexy Herbert J. Yates 
‘is due im New York from the Coast 
| Over the weekend and will remain 
,east through the Christmas holidays. 
| He'll attend the Rep board meet- 
\ing Dec. 18. It has been moved for- 
ward a week from its regular date, 
whieh falls om Christmas Day. 
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Texas Exhib in Product Battle; 





Jackson Park Decree in Effect 


A 





A public battle to secure 4 
0 days after downtown 
aft waged by Eddie Joseph, own- 
er and operator of three local drive- 
ins. He is using printed matter, 
given out at the boxoffice, news- 
aper advertising and trailers, 
ng patrons to write te the heme of- 
fices of six companies. 
According to Joseph, when he first 
opened his first drive-in here seven 
years ago, he could not get product 


, ed to ob- |. 
at all, but he later arrang ) has pure 5 Gee Pon, a S8h-ccater | 


tain it six months after the down- 
town release. He fimally filed an ar- 
bitration complaimt amd this period 
was cut to 90 days. 





Jackson Park Decree in Chi. 
Chicago. 

Circuit, Paramount 
owned, which controls subsequent- 
run houses in nearby suburbs of 
Csicago and in northern Indiana, is 
now booking these houses under 
Jackson Park decree. Although the 
decree applies specifically to Chi- 
cago exchange area, which has been 
interpeted as the city limits of Chi- 
cago, GSC theatres will operate un- 
der the Chi clearance system. 

As yet no other suburban circuits 
have announced similar action. 


Great States 





Haustein’s Prometien 
New manager of Paramount’s 
Seattle exchange is Henry Haustein, 
replacing Herbert Kaufman, re- 
signed. He was formerly branch 
menager of the 


shipping station, 





Joe Sugar Sweetens His Jeb 

Joe Sugar named head of Eagle 
Lion’s contract dept., succeeding Ben 
Shectman, resigned. He formerly 
served as Shectman’s assistant. New 
contract chief entered the film biz in 
1935 as head of Republic’s contract 
dept. 





Texas ATO Re-Elects Cole 
Dallas. 
H. A. Cole was re-elected presi- 
dent of the Allied Theatre Owners 
of Texas at the asseciation’s recent 
meeting here. Other officers re- 
elected were Rubin Frels, C. D. Leon, 
B. R. McLendon, R. N. Smith and 
Mrs. Martha McSpadden, vice-presi- 


dents: A. W. Lilly, secretary-treas- | 


urer; Will Dorbandt, L. C. Tidball, 
Lee Bell, Henry Sparks, Phil Isley, 
Lonnié Legg, H. Ford Taylor and W. 
J. Chesher, directors. New officers 
elected included P. V. Williams, vice- 
president; R. J..Cordell and Walter 
Knoche, directors. 

Association endorsed the stand of 
the national Allied States group in 
opposing new ASCAP demands and 
advanced admission prices: 
lution it directed officers of the asso- 
ciation to take steps to relieve short- 
age of prints in Dallas exchange. 

The operating personnel of United 
Theatres Service Corp. has been re- 
aligned here with the resignation of 
Ed. V. Green as manager. 

John L. Franconi, prez.,_ will 
henceforth be active in the adminis- 
tration of policies and details. 





Verner Rejoins Finkel, Pitt 
Pittsburgh. 
James Verner, after being in air 
transportation business for several 
ears, is rejoining Morris Finkel 
nterprises to assist in the manage- 
ment of the Capitol and Hilltop 


theatres. 
Pittsburgh Variety Club for 1948 
will be headed by m Fineberg as 


chief barker. Other officers are Bert 
Stearn, first assistant chief barker: 
Ben Steerman, second assistant: 
George Eby, treasurer, and Al Wei- 
blinger, secretary. 


Elderade, I, Ups Tex 


: Louis. 
The City Council of Eldorado, I)!., 
has hiked the annual license tax on 
three lecal film houses from $150 to 
$300. Affected are the Nox. oper- 
ated by De'bert Wagner, and the 





urg- | 


Portland exchange 
which was converted, Dec. 1, mto a | 


By reso- | 








ee 
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a 250-seater, Cree] 
Springs, Ill., has been sold by Russel) 
Manus to R. M. Moore, Crab Or- 

i chard, I. 

Kenneth Lindley, West York, 11. 

Til., Stewart 


| Hutsonville, from J. 


| Fox Palestine, Il. and B. Tambori- 


us, Lebanon, IIL 


A compromise on a new theatre | 


|tax measure for nine houses in 
| Springfield, I., was reached last 
| week. Each theatre will pay a 50c- 
| per-seat tag per year, instead of a 
| flat $120 tap. It is expected the new 
| policy will yield $5.290 revenue. 
Two New Philly Firms 
Philadelphia. 

A new distribution outfit has been 
organized here. Called Boxoffice 
Pictures, Inc., it will handle horror 
pix and reissues. President is Nel- 
son Wax, an exec of the Wax indie 
| chain. 





Associated Theatre Service, a 
booking organization, has set up 
shop here. Teeing off with 15 
houses., it’s headed by David Mol- 
liver. 


Sydney Samson on Sick Leave 

Sydney Samson, 20th-Fox division 
sales manager for Canada, has been 
granted an indeterminate leave of 
absence because of ill health. 

Replacement has not yet 
named. 


been 


Grainger’s Canada Huddies 


James R. Grainger, Republic’s 
veepee in charge of sales and dis- 
tribution, returned to New York 
Monday (8) after huddling im 


Toronto with A. W. Perry, prexy 
and general sales manager of Em- 
pire Universal Films, Ltd., distrib- 
utors of Republic product im Canada. 
While in Toronto Grainger also 
held confabs with John Fitzgibbons, 
prez and general manager of Famous 
vers Canadian Corp., as well as 
discussing deals with Earl Lawson, 
head and managing director of 
Odeon Theatres of Canada. 
Alberta House Sold 
Calgary, Alta. 
The municipal theatre, Bow Island, 
Alta. has been sold to Henry 
Gnaram, of Medicine Hat, Alta. 
Extensive alterations are under 
| way. 














‘p? . ’ 
B’ For ‘Amber 
a Comtinued from -page 7 


cision Momday (8), 
of intensive negotiations between 
Legion officials and 20th prexy 
Spyros Skouras. Only two days 
previously, Skouras had issued an 
apologetic statement, expressing his 
regrets that previous 20th state- 
ments regarding the Legion’s origi- 
nal ban on “Amber” had created 
an “unfortunate impression.” He 
declared: “These statements were 
interpreted as questioning the right 
of religious leaders to guide the ad- 
herents of their faith on moral 
questions. No such purpose was in- 
tended, neither was it our purpose 
to indicate any acceptance whatso- 
ever of the theory that the popu- 
larity of a motion picture is a true 
criterion of its moral character.” 
Legion’s “B” classification means 
“Amber,” after having been cut and 
revised, is now deemed “morally 
objectionable in part” and so okay 
only for adults. In a statement ac- 





following days 





companying announcement of the 
switch, the Legion stated: “Revi- 


sions made in this film are deemed 
sufficient to meet substantially the 
original objection of the Legion that 
the picture glorifies immorality. 
However, ‘Forever Amber’ - still 
lacks the adequate morally com- 
pensating values which should be 
present in a story of this kind.” 
Twentieth sales chief Andy W. 
Smith, Jr... declared yesterday 
(Tues.) that revisions in all prints 
had already been made and that 
there would be no interruption in 
the film's playoff. A total of 475 
prints, most ever turned out on one 
fila. are now in circulation. Twen- 
tieth originally had secured 3,102 
bookings on “Amber”- between Oct. 
27. date of its release, and Jan. 1. 
Many of these had been cancelled 
or bought back by exhibs before 
the film played because of the ex- 
hibs’ reluctance to incur the dis- 
pleasure of their local church of- 
ficials, Another 1,000 bookings had 
been obtained for January. How 
many of those cancelled will now 
be repacted remains to be seen. 








10-15% British Dip 

After four months, British tax 
barrier is first beginning to nick 
revenues of American majors. 


tended runs as far as possible 
and interlarding with reissues. 
Result has been a lowering of 
revenues with a compensatory 
hoarding of pix. 














BFPA Head 


ee Continued from page 7 ——— 








| payment to be made in the future. 
“The government is firm in imsisting 
that amy dollar payments be made 


debt—and that’s the meaning of a 
| freeze—is unthinkable.” 


that American film prexies under no 
circumstances will ship films if 
| they're to be limited to 25% of the 
| $68,000,000 earned annually in the 
past. Company heads informed him 
there was “no chance of a settlement 
on that basis. It’s economically im- 
possible.” 


It all adds up to the fact that no 





solution or hint of one has been 
|found, according to the British of- 
ficial. Talks between Fayette All- 


port, MPA’s British rep, and govern- 
ernment men cannot be called nego- 
tiations, Sir Henry stressed. They're 
merely exploratory—in effect, to see 
whether there is any foundation for 
negotiations. 


Trip Weuld Be ‘Prematare’ 

Both Johnston and company heads 
indicated to him that they 
make the Atlantic crossing if All- 
port's discussicns reach a point 
where negotiations could begin. Sir 
Henry doesn’t favor an immediate 
trip by them because it would be 
“premature.” “Failure by them to 
come to an understanding with the 
British government would set the 
clock back,” he explained. “They 
can’t be expected to come to Eng- 
land every six weeks. It’s best. 
therefore, that they wait until 
chances of success are better.” 





country’s films from England, its 
director said. But 450 American pix 
| yearly is too much “and cannot be 
|permitted to contfmue.” BFPA, 
therefore, is proposing a graduated 
boost in the quota of British films 
which theatres must play until a 


outright as money is earned,” he de- | “™* 
clared.- Any piling up of debt upon | Vision has taken up the appeal. The 


Before Supreme 





Washington, Dec. 9. 

Appeal on the Schine Thesires’ 
anti-trust case is slated for argument 
before the Supreme Court Friday 
(12), with the legal debate on the 
similar Griffith Theatres suit listed 
for next Monday (15). The climactic 
New York anti-trust case, pivoting 
on the issue of divorcement of the 
theatre interests of the majors, 
comes before the court in January. 

The Schine case is an appeal by 
the circuit from a partial divorce- 
};ment won by the Department of 
Justice in the trial court in Buffalo. 
Chief differences in the Griffith case 
is that the ned went to the chain in 
the trial court and the anti-trust di- 





| Government contends that the’ Grif- 
| fith circuit is even a worse violator 


would | 


| 
| 
| 
| 
i 


BFPA doesn’t want to exclude any 


possible maximum of 50% is reached. | 
Current quota laws expire March, | 


1948, at which time the BFPA will 
ask for the upped requirements. 
“British producers must have the as- 
surance that a longtime home mar- 
ket is available,” he said. 


Big 5’s Appeal 


——__, continued from page 3 

















there’s no need for depriving the 
five companies of their theatre 
chains. Cross-licensing ban, which 
would forbid one affiliate from book- 
ing pix from a competing member of 
the Big Five, is divorcement through 
economic pressure, memorandums 
assert. That so, it’s argued, since 
the majors will be compelled to sell 
their circuits because of a lack of 
product, 

While only touching on Selling 
practices, briefs almost entirely ate 
devoted to divorcement. The claimed 
abuses arising in the industry, they 
assert, were part of the historical 
development of a highly complex 
business. As such, it’s maintained, 
there’s no direct connection between 
the purported evils and theatre own- 
ership. 

Context of the briefs are the pay- 
off on how the Big Five will con- 
|duct their side of the arguments 
,when the appeal is heard by the nine 
judges during the week of Jan. 12. 
| Oral presentation of a case custom- 
arily follows submitted briefs very 
closely. 

Understood that the majors will be 
allotted a total of five hours to pre- 
sent their side of 
Originally, industry legalites asked 
the clerk of the court for eight hours. 
No date for exchange of briefs be- 
tween the defendants and the Dept. 
of Justice has yet been set, but it’s 
expected that the question, plus 
order in which majors’ attorneys will 
argue, will be cleared at lawyers’ 
huddiles slated for this week. 








On the 5 teil his tates chat |than were Schine and the Crescent 


circuit, for which the Supreme Court 
ordered partial divestiture a couple 
of vears apo. 

There were two developments yes- 
terday (8): 

1. The Government filed its brief 
in the Griffith case, charging that 
|the offenses are just like those of 
|the Schine and Crescent circuits, 


only more so. It asked partial dives- | 


titure and an injunction against cer- 
tain trade practices. 

2. An amicus curiae brief was 
| filed and accepted by the Supreme 
Court in the Schine case. It came 
i\from several exhibitors preparing 
jtreble-damage suits against Schine. 
| They want the trial judge to order 
j}more complete findings of fact in the 
Government case, so that the full 
information will be available for 
their own actions. 

In its Griffith brief, the Govern- 
ment charged two majer errors by 
the Oklahoma trial court which 
}found for Griffith: 
| “I. In failing to hold that each 
of the master agreements made be- 
tween the appellees and the major 
film distributors was a violation of 
Section 1 of the Sherman Act on its 
face. 

“2. In failing to hold that the ap- 





ppeal on Schine Trust Suit Due 





Court on Friday: 


Griffith Debate Listed for Monday 


peliees were a combination in un- 
reasonable restraint of trade, which 
monopolized theatre operations in 
violations of Section 1 and 2 of the 
Sherman Act.” 

The Government said 
its written argument: 
| “The method of negotiation and 
|the express terms of the master 
| agreements and franchises by which 
j the appellees licensed feature films 
|} from the major film distributors se 
| restrained the ability of the appel- 
| lee’s competitors to procure films as 
to violate 1 of the Sherman 
Act. The mere fact that the appel- 
| lees, by combining their film-buying 
power, were able to contract for the 
\firstrun exhibition in their theatres 
| of substantially all of a major film 
| distributer’s output of films for one 
| or more seasoms, prec'uded their in- 
dependent competitors from licensing 
such films on a competitive basis. 

“Furthermore, the unique provi- 
sion in the master agreements au- 
thorizing appellees to play the 
licensed films out of order of ree 
lease was on its face substantially 
effective in preventing the appellee’s 


in part in 





section 


competitors from licensing the 
secondrun exhibition of the films 
covered by the agreements white 


such films 
ment. 
“The appellee's film-buying com- 
bination should be dissolved and 
the negotiation of film licensing 
agreements, such as were employed 
by the appellees, should be enjoined. 
| Also, an effective decree should in- 
| Clude a provision for the divestiture 
of a sufficient number or theatres or 
stock interests to restore theatre 
operating competition in the areas 
now controlled by the appellees and 
contain a similar prohibition against 
further acquisitions by the appellees. 
The seven exhibitors who filed the 
brief today (9) in the Schine case 
were Lawrence J. Corkey, Irving 
Cohen, Richard De Toto, Charles 
Martina, William C. Smalley, Wil- 
liam Tischkoff, and H. P. Wallace. 


were current entertain- 
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Hollywood, Dec. 9. 
Richard Lane succeeded Pat 
O'Brien as a member of the board 
of directors of the Screen Actors’ 
Guild. 
O’Brien resigned because he is 
now a producer as well as an actor. 
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The THEATRE GUILD presents 
“MOURNING BECOMES 
ELECTRA” 


TWICE DAILY 2:30 and 8:30 PM 
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THEATRE 
45th St. w. of 8'way 





EL 


ERS - JUILDE 


*% PLUS A BIG STAGE SHOW x 


i—--- ROX Y "pn ai eel 








é the RKO RADIO PICTURE i 







GOLDEN 


COLUMBIA PICTURES presents 
GINGER con 








me 


RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL 
Rockefeller Center 


*e“"""GOOD NEWS” 


dune ALLYSON © Peter LAWFORD 
Patricia Marshall - jean McCracken 
ja TECHNICOLOR 


GREAT CHRISTMAS STAGE SHOW 








meee 


i 
Y. 
| 
9 He 
a 
Tee? | 


oe ee 


So tment ee ieee bem tae pe 






































VARIETY sli we Wednesday, December 10, 1947 






















































































VARIETY will soon issue its 42nd 
Anniversary Number. It is the year 


book all show business waits to see. 


The invaluable editorial text makes 


it the show-case of the entertainment 











THE MOST ACTIVE PEOPLE 
AND COMPANIES IN ALL 
BRANCHES OF SHOW BUSI- 
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world. You should be represented. 


Reservation for space may be made 


by sending copy to any one of the 
offices listed below. 
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Where Patience Is a Payoff 


With the sponsor just renewing for another 13-week cycle on the 
Sunday afternoon NBC “Ford Theatre,” the $13,000-budgeted dramatic 
airer with a current 4.0 rating, and a growing tendency to deplore the 
overemphasis placed on a new show’s initial ratings, the trade is point- 
ing to the career of U. S. Steel's “Theatre Guild of the Air.” 

“Guild” is currently in its third season as a Sunday night ABC 


showcase. 


For two seasons it was an. uphill fight with the Hoopers, 


cueing plenty of agency-sponsor huddf€s to determine its ultimate fate, 
with no definite assurance between seasons that it was switching net- 


works or returning at all. 


With the exception of moving up a half hour to its present 9:30-10:30 
period, nothing drastic has happened to the show, with the same quali- 


tative standards of programming prevailing 





except that, in its third 


season, the show’s rating is beginning to justify U. S. Steel’s patience. 


Its 12.7 for the Nov. 23 broadcast, 


topping the previous high of 10.9 


for the week before, represents one of the top ratings for the post- 
Winchell time bracket among the four webs. 


“Ford Theatre's 


added hurdle, however, is recognized by both spon- 


gor and agency. No 60-minute dramatic show has yet licked a Sunday 


matinee time period. Lux tried it many years ago and failed. 


If Ford 


sticks through the full season, it’s considered a certainty it will do 
so only if NBC comes up with a nighttime segment. 





, 





CBS, NBC Slugging It Out for Top Dog 


In Consumer Press Raises Eyebrows 


In one of the rare instances 
radio, NBC and CBS have been 
slugging it out via the consumer 
press in what had all the earmarks 
last week of shaping up as a cat- 
and-dog fight. 

It all started when CBS went to 
bat in glorifying the network’s 
stature in a series of three full- 
page ads in New York Times and 
Herald Tribune, basing the elabo- 
rate promotional pieces on the fact 
that 99,000,000 people gather weekly 
around the CBS dials. 

Promotional copy, incidentally, 
was the brainchild of Vic Ratner, 
who did it on a freelance basis be- 
fore signaturing a veepee contract 
with the network in. returning to 


his old post as promotion-advertis- | 
It was the series of ads | 


ing chief. 
that clinched the deal for Ratner 
stepping back into the web fold. 
Full-page ads, which in the past 
have been confined to the trade 
press, caused considerable comment 
in. Manhattan trade circles, and 
stirred up no little annoyance 
around NBC headquarters. NBC 
hit back with a one-shot, a_ full- 
age ad which not only ran in the 
imes and Herald Trib, but also got 
24-sheeted in the Wall St. Journal. 
The NBC layout was devoted to a 
series of caricatures of the net- 


(Continued on page 48) 


NBC's 50G Splurge 
For Toscy’s ‘Otello’ 


Universal kudos for the brilliant 
artistic success of NBC’s presenta- 
tion of the first two acts of Verdi's 
“Otello” by Arturo Toscanini and 
the NBC Symphony Orchestra 
Saturday (6), has obscured the part 
the network played in the produc- 
tion’s success. . 

Although the symph is a sustainer, 
the web added a quarter-hour to the 
regular full-hour program (as it will 
do again next week (13) when the 

two acts are performed), 
‘@ugmented the orchestra, spent 
lavishly on soloists and choruses, 
and expended for extra time and 
rehearsals, to make an outstanding 
Contribution in the field of public 
service programming. 

Although web officials won’t com- 
Ment, it’s believed the two broad- 
Casts will set them back $50,000 for 
talent alone, exclusive of time. Tos- 
canini is reported to have been 
given that budget for the two airers, 


(Continued on page 44) 


I. Q. Gets a New Dr. 


A new Dr. 1.Q.—Stanley Vainrib, 
until recently of KIXL, Dallas—was 
at the mike when the NBC show for 

ats candy aired Monday night (8) 
from the RKO Albee, Brooklyn. 

Lew Valentine, who's been in and 
Out of the quizmaster role since the 
show first hit the air in 1939 is back 

the Chicago office of Grant 
Ssency, resuming former produc- 








‘tion duties in connection with “1.Q.” 


“ the other Mars airer, “Curtain 
e. 





in? 








$15 Is $15 


Freelance writers 
crack at the $1,000-per-show 
assignment for the Sunday 
afternoon “Ford Theatre,” have 
been complaining over the ne- 
cessity of submitting five. copies 
of the script to the agency, 
Kenyon & Eckhardt. They fig- 
ure: “If Ford can afford $1,000 
a throw for a script, why can’t 
he pick up the tab for a secre- 
tary.” 

Which has prompted _ the 
K & E comeback: “It still leaves 
you with $985—so what’s the 
squawking about?” 


John Hayes To 
WINX; Seen Coy 
FCC Clincher 


John S. Hayes is resigning as man- 
ager of WQXR, the New York Times- 
owned indie in Manhattan, to take 
over the managership of WINX and 
WINX-FM, the Washington Post sta- 
tions in the nation’s capital. He steps 
into his new berth Jan. 1. His suc- 
cessor at WQXR has not been de- 
cided on ag yet. 

Move is regarded as the clincher to 
the appointment of Wayne Coy, the 
present manager of WINX, as chair- 
man of the FCC. Coy is executive 
veepee of the Post stations and he'll 
retain this title pending announce- 
ment of the anticipated acceptance 
of the White House nomination. 

It was an open secret that Presi- 
dent Truman had offered Coy the 
post, but it was less certain he would 
be willing to take a stiff financial 

(Continued on page 48) 
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Freedom Train Inspires 
WSM 1-Hr. Documentary 
As 13-Wk. Series Teeoff 


Nashville, Dec. 9. 

WSM is putting the red carpet out 
when the Freedom Train arrives 
here either Jan. 4 or 5 with an hour’s 
documentary program which will 
make use of the station’s talent 
roster of 200 persons. The hour's 
event will be the springboard of a 


series of 13 half-hour shows on the | 


general theme of America’s rededica- 
tion to the importance of maintain- 
ing freedom through unity and 
strength. In addition to its own sym- 
phony orchestra and staff of mike 
entertainers the station will use the 
Fisk University choir of 100 voices 
for the big event, which will be 
spotted between 9 and 10 p.m. 


Something new for a southern sta- 
tion is WSM’s plan to have the hour's 
show piped by wire to a New York 
hotel at which the station will host 
a party of newspaper and magazine 
radio editors. 


| Committee on 


OH! OH! THE WITCH HUNT WIDENS 





THOMAS aT TO 
MOVE ON RADIO 


Rep. J. Parnell Thomas looks all 
set to move into fadio. One of the 
top network executives has de- 
scribed the initial Thomas over- 
tures as the “soft music for the 
burial.” 

The the House 
un-American Activi- 
ties has already gone to the Fed- 
eral Communications Commission 
for info that he wants. At the be- 
hest of Thomas, the FCC has notified 
the four networks to turn over a 
record of all the time that was 
sold and’ given cuffo to critics of 
the Washington film probe, as well 
as time allotted to proponents of the 
D. C. hearings. 

Thomas is particularly interested 
in the activities of the ABC net- 
work, which sold time to the Com- 
mittee for the First Amendment for 
a brace of Sunday afternoon Holly- 
wood-originating shows lambasting 
via star-studded stanzas the activi- 


chairman of 


ties of the Thomas probers. ABC 
will turn over its records, with a 
reminder to the FCC that it gave 


equal time on a cuffo basis for talks 
by Thomas and James F. O'Neill, 
the American Legion prexy. ABC 
also points out it had refused to sell 
additional time to two Hollywood 
groups opposed to the film probe. 

NBC and CBS won't sell time for 
such controversial issues, but the 
webs’ commentators and news pro- 
grams have delved considerably into 
the pros and cons of the D. C. hear- 
ings, all of which are expected to 
come under the scrutiny of the 
Thomas committee. 


Stanton’s Bold Front 


from the recent address made be- | 
fore prominent film-radio person- 
alities on the Coast by Frank | 
Stanton, CBS prexy, in which hej; 
made one of the most outspoken | 
pleas to date for freedom of ex- 
pression on the air. 

At the time Stanton 
cized for his comments by some in 


| 
| 


that the CBS exec was “inviting an 
investigation.” Others, however, 
were quick to commend his stand as 
a frank and honest espousal for 
freedom of communication. 

In particular, it’s the following 
Stanton statement that’s expected to 
invite the D. C. repercussions: 


“In my own testimony before a 
Senate Committee earlier this year, 
I pointed out that the role of gov- 
ernment has continued to expand 
dangerously with respect to radio; 
and that this inching-up process by 
government, if continued, will be- 
come a regimental march. This is 
not unusual, as I said—even when 
it is accompanied by the highest 


Repercussions are also expected | 


was criti- | 


the industry who expressed the view | 





Taking Chances 

“We, the People,” the Gulf- 
sponsored CBS show, goes out 
on a limb next Tuesday (16) 
when C. E. Hooper does a guest 
shot on the program. (Next 
week, incidentally, is the show’s 
“Hooper night” when the rating 
is made). 

Hooper will make a legitimate 
telephone call during the broad- 
cast to poll a 'N. Y. listener. Re- 
gardless of whether the party's 
listening to the rival NBC “Amos 
’n’ Andy,” (and that’s what the 
“We” boys are anticipating), the 
CBS radio audience will be 
given it straight. 


CBS Unit Will 
Spread Itself 














CBS Documentary Unit has pen- 
| cilled in some unusual productions 
'as it moves into 1948, reflecting the 
| broadening scope of its probing ac- 
tivities. Shows on the upcoming 
CBS agenda range all the way from 
an examination of racial relations in 
America, to exploring the educa- 
tional system in America, a docu- 
mentary on elective politics in the 
U. S. and a study of the American 
Indian. 

Race relations program is sched- 
uled as a year-end: feature. It goes 
on Dec. 30, in the Tuesday night 
10:30-11 slot. Titled “Among Our- | 
selves,” it will be treated strictly 
from an upbeat angle, showing what | 
has been good and encouraging dur- | 


though cautioning in a footnote that 
the picture’s not that rosy through- 
out the country. 


In 48 Agenda 


Capehart’s Accusation That Durr 
Is ‘Sabotaging FBI Seen Possible 
Prelude to Congress Probing FCC 


ashington, Dec. 9. 


| Another Congressional probe of 


| the much-investigated Federal Com- 
munications Commission is in sight, 
if Sen. Capehart, Hoosier 
Republican, has his way. Capehart 
last Friday (5) demanded a Con- 
| gressional inquiry of what he called 
a “brazen effort” by FCC Commis- 
sioner Clifford J. Durr to “sabotage 
the FBI.” And Durr, who has twice 
challenged J. Edgar Hoover’s prac- 
tice of forwarding “bits of gossip” 
on radio applicants to FCC, prompte- 
ly rejoined with a hearty endorse- 
ment of a public investigation of 
both FBI’s and FCC’s handling of 
| these so-called loyalty reports. 
Capehart, a member of the Senate 
| Interstate Commerce Committee 
| which handles radio matters, may 
| try to have an Interstate Commerce 
| subcommittee named to probe the 
| FBI-Durr controversy, it was specu- 
lated. (Committee Chairman Wal- 
lace White of Maine said he intends 
to talk with Capehart about his 
statement this week.) Meanwhile, it 
is no secret that the House Commit- 
tee on Un-American Activities has 
been amassing info on radio per- 
|sonalities over the past two years 
and may welcome this opportunity 
ito get in on the act. 

Declared Capehart: “the confi- 
dence of the people that the FCC 
is vigilant against nefarious maneu- 
vers of Communists to capture radio 
stations has been shaken by the so- 
called: Durr affair ... evidence un- 
folds daily that in our own govern- 
ment household Communists and 
their New Deal fellow-travelers are 
harbored in key positions where 
they can sabotage our nation’s poli- 
cies.” Capehart echoed a statement 

(Continued on page 32) 
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ing 1947 in the way of race relations, gent Musical 


The documentary on education 
will be a full-hour production and | 
will utilize the Middletown tech- | 
nique in examining the system in one | 
town where it is reputed to be good, | 
but premising the show on “how | 
good is a good one?” Show, titled | 
“Report Card,” goes on Wednesday, | 
Jan. 14. j 

The program on politics will be a | 
factual drama, exploring via true | 
incidents the whole pattern of elec- 
tive politics. 





motives on the part of the men in|} 
government who do the regulating. 

“Certainly if we do not watch it, 
if we do not watch it vigilantly, the | 
fight for freedom can indeed be lost. | 
It can become a fight to get back | 
our freedoms instead of today’s 
fight to preserve them. 

“In one sense, then, I am very 
glad that the issué has been joined 
with motion pictures; that radio, 
films and the press are all seen 
clearly today to be in the same 
fight—the fight that must be won 
over and over again to keep Amer- 
ica what it is; and to set an example 
of successful democracy the rest of 
the world can follow.” 


ALLEN SCRIPT REVAMP 
NOW INCLUDES MALONEY 


Fred Allen, whose Sunday night 
NBC show has, in the opinion of 
/many, been suffering from writer's 
,cramp, has revamped the scripting 
| staff. Russell Maloney, the ex-New 
| Yorker mag staffer turned radio- 
| video actor, is now a member of the 
| Allen writing team. That makes it 
| Maloney, Bob Weiskopf, Harry Bailey 
land Terry Ryan, with Allen himself 
supervising the overall scripting. 

Maloney checked in on the spot in 
time for last Sunday’s (7) satirical 
kickaround of “Author Meets the 
Critic,” the program on which Ma- 














The documentary on the state of 
the American Indian will have an | 
origination from CBS’ Minneapolis | 
station, WCCO. Sig Mikelson, head | 
of news for the station, is putting | 
it together. 


Bob Burns, Tired Of 
‘Hucksters Heckling,’ 
Hits at Agcy. ‘Haziness’ 


Chicago, Dec. 9. 

Bob Burns, here last week to 
orate for 4-H clubbers, told of: his 
plans to go into biz for himself as 
writer, producer, director and sales- 
man of transcribed open-end series 
for sponsorship on indies. Move, he 
says, will be undertaken to escape 
dictation from agency men, web- 
bers and sponsors, who, according to 





On Biow Agenda 


First ali-Negro radio musical may 
soon get network showcasing, with 
likelihood that Schenley may pick 
up the tab. 4 


Biow agency is scheduled to audi- 
tion the show this week. Mentioned 
as regulars for the musical thus far 
are Rose Murphy, Cafe Society, N. Y., 
singer, and the Golden Gate Quar- 
tet. All-Negro orchestra is being 
built for the show by Sy Oliver. 
Welbourne Kelly will write the show 
and Harry Lafferty direct. 

Schenley, which recently dropped 
“Suspense” from. its Roma Wine ac- 
count, is said to be angling for the 
show as a new buildup for its Cresta 
Blanca product and has discussed 
time availabilities with the networks. 

Question of how southern stations 
would react to an all-Negro show 
has already been sifted, with the 
Biow agency going ahead on the 
basis that squawks would stem from 


mixed shows only and not all-Negro, . 





PAAR’S SUB-PAR COIN 





Cemedian Finds What a Difference 
A Sponsor Makes 
Here’s what happens when a 
comedian loses his sponsor and goes 
the sustaining route: 


Jack Paar Show, while under 





Burns, aren't show-wise and hold 
hazy notions on entertainment. 

Burns said his “miscasting” last | 
year soured him to the point where | 
he considered giving up _ radio. 
Transcribed deal, however, will en- 
able him to record at his leisure 
without heckling from hucksters. “I 
want to give radio back to the 
people,” Burns drawled, “and I) 
think I've figgered out the way to 
do it.” 

Cast of new show will include 
Shirley Ross and Leo Gorcey: Flavor 
will be woodsy, with lots of stuff on 


! 





loney as a thesper has been most 
prominently identied with. 








Burns’ kinfolk. 


Lucky Strike auspices, has been an 
$18,000 a week package. Now that 
the ciggie outfit has bowed out, Paar 
is negotiating with ABC network 
to continue on the web sustaining, 
although not in the cream, pre- 
Crosby Wednesday night time seg- 


|ment, which has been turned over 
|to Elgin-American’s Groucho Marx 


show. 


If deal jells, Paar show will go in 
with a $3,000 to $4,000 a week talent 
nut. If the web sells the show, it'll 
talk turkey to clieits in terms of 
eg a week, half the original 
cost. 
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Nielsen Preps New 


Jp Rating Battle of the Century 


Radio Service 





Now that A. C. Nielsen’s Top 20+ 


has been smoked out, it’s seen as 
merely the prelude to the Rating 
Battle of the Century. For one thing, 
it’s not generally known in the trade 
that Nielsen is preparing to spring 
a@ new service on the industry. Right 
now there’s a strict hush-hush about 
his expanded activity in radio, but 
it’s reported that Nielsen is prepared 
to deliver a speedier and enlarged 
service, which will also involve a 
new selling plan. 

Speculation at the moment appears 
to ‘be less rife as to just what this 
will do to C. E. Hooper’s more pub- 
licized service than its effect on the 
Broadcast Measurement Bureau op- 
eration. 

Meanwhile, Nielsen’s all-out of- 
fensive in the ratings field, aimed 


obviously at knocking the pins out | 
from under. Hooper’s make-or-break 


prestige as rating king, went into a 
phase last week with introduction of 
a new simplified Nielsen Radio In- 
dex Ratings Report similar to Hoop- 
er’s Pocketpiece. Simultaneously, 
NRI issued a promotional broadside 
emblazoning, in blownup typefaces, 
the explanations accompanying re- 
lease the previous week of Nielsen's 


first “Top 20” listing of network | 


shows. 
To the trade, 


anticipated showdown battle 
finally on. The conservative Chicago 
audimeter researcher, backed with 
plenty of capital from his other re- 
search operations and. possibly 
piqued by his rival’s long 
eminence in the public eye (hypoed 
lately by Satevepost designation as 


“The Biggest Man in Radio”), fired | This is an unprecedented sum for 
the opening gun and thus far has | a 


called the shots. There’s been a dead 
silence from the ‘Hooper camp. No 
one expects, however, that the shoot- 
ing will be’ all from one side for 
Jong. Hooper never yet has been 


announcement last ‘month that he 
planned to go ahead with Projectile 
Ratings, it’s felt; may have been a 
factor in Nielsen’s decision tc open | 
up. 
Implication of more NRI surprises | 
to come was seen in reference to the | 
new pocketpiece as “the second step 
in’ Nielsen’s new plans.” Nielsen 
noted, with a statistician’s devotion 
to detail, that his new report “weighs 
40%. less than the old report” and 


(Continued on page 32) 
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without an answer of some kind. His NBC Has Ti 
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CBS Pgm-Prod. 
Revamp Goes On 


CBS programming-production de- | 
partment in New York is sitting | 
tight, in anticipation of additional 
impending changes which are ex- 
pected to find men with agency 
background’ moving into the or- 
gZanization as replacement for cur- 
rent staffers. 

That there will be a revamped | 
program department in coming 
months is now a definite certainty, 


the Nielsen blasts | complicated by failure of the Holly- 
portended just one thing: the long- | wood studios in some 


Was | cooperate. Film studios messed upa 


Pulse Expands to Cincy 


Pulse, the local-slanted rating out- 
fit, is branching out. Now entrenched 
in New York, Philadelphia, Boston 
and Chicago, it’s launching a service 
for Cincinnati stations, 

Cincy ratings will start rolling by 
the end of the month, 


Star Hunt For KLZ FARM PROGRAM piiniaciay 
| 6g » | LEWIS THOMAS — 
| Studio One | st Eas arm ieee aie ed 














|portant news to farmers and ranch- 
Denver region. Lewis 


e jers of the ti 
|Thomas directs the publicity for 
oug Ing |this and other KLZ farm service 


programs. 
KLZ, DENVER. 


Philly Pedagogs 
Think Kid Shows 
Are Just Dandy 


Philadelphia, Dec. 9. 
Philly school teachers don’t think 
there’s anything wrong with chil- 


Talent agents in New York have 
been cooperating with the CBS full 
| hour dramatic series, “Studio One,” 
|in an effort to maintain stars of 
| topflight calibre. So far the series 
‘has had John Garfield, Robert Mit- 
|echum, Charles Laughton, Geraldine 
| Fitzgerald and Gene Kelly. 

Job of matching scripts to stars 
|and train schedules has been tough, 








instances to 


|couple of deals that were pending 
for the CBS showcaser. 

Agents in Manhattan appreciate 
that with but seven programs in the 


pre- | east paying over $1,000 for a visiting 


| name it’s quite something for a sus- 
| tainer to be budgeted up to $1,500. 





dren’s programs on the air. 
Parent-teacher groups, 
marms in other parts of the country 


schoo] 


fae meaning of the terms “commer- 


|may squawk about mystery pro- 
non-commercial but the film |grams, serials, horror shows and the 
colony is not always sharp about | like as being harmful to moppets 
but the Quaker City pedagogues 
think everything is hunky-dory. 

That, at least, is how they reacted 
at a radio confab at the annual con- 
ference of the Philadelphia Teachers 
Assn. held at the Philadelphia Girls 
High School on Saturday (6). 


Representatives of the six major 

Philly stations participated in a 

or Y | panel discussion on “What's Wrong 

| With Children’s Programs?” They 

;came loaded for bear expecting that 


| the teachers in the audience would 


cial” and “sustaining.” 








NBC programming department has 
gone on a comedy audition binge. 


2 \rip right into the much-booted- 
forage ~oecon gears deg ed yt |around subject. But it was a love 
etwor s where sp e | feast. 


stanzas. 
Among the new shows auditioned 


vaude and nitery comic. Audition 
platter was directed by Ken Mac- 
Gregor. NBC also sees in Phil Leeds 
a potentially promising radio come- 
dian and is building a situation 
comedy around him with a four- 
man writing team including Sam 
Locke, Al Garry, Milton Kramer 
and Mel Tomkin. Paul Roberts di- 
rects. Cast includes Jean Tighe, 
Eve McVeigh, Bernie Gould and 
Frank Albertson. 

Also on the agenda is a baseball 
comedy featuring Charlie Purcell, 
currently in the “Command Deci- 
sion” legiter, with Gloria Stewart, 
Leonard Patrick and Cliff Hall also 
in the cast. Show is written by Ar- 
thur Small and directed by Paul 


fis one built around Al Bernie, the | 





They asked for suggestions from 
the audience; they asked where ra- 
dio could be improved to help 
children; they asked for criticism, 
ete., baiting the teachers to get 
steamed up. But the result was nil. 
|The Philly teachers were only in- 
|terested in “in-school” listening 
shows, and they felt that the local 
|stations were doing an okay job in 
, this angle. 

Participants on the radio-discus- 
sion panel were: Mrs. Ruth Weir 
Miller, educational director, WCAU; 
Edmund (Skipper) Dawes, producer 
of children’s programs, WFIL; Gor- 
don Hawkins, program director of 
Westinghouse Stations, Inc. (KYW); 
John McClay, program director, 
WPEN; Sam Serota, educational di- 
|rector, WIP, and Ray Walton, edu- 
‘cational director, WIBG. 














although Hubbell Robinson, Jr., the 
web’s program boss, is keeping the 
contemplated changes under wraps. 
Thus far Harry Ackerman, out of 
the Young & Rubicam veepee stable, 
has been pacted for an important 
spot with Robert Mann, also from 
the agencies, also entrenched. New 
regime finds Goodman Ace thus far 
exiting from the fold. 

It’s known, too, that the 20th 
floor brass at CBS has given Rob- 
inson a complete go-ahead, with 
expressions of approval for the ad- 
ministrative agenda lined up by 
the departmental boss. 


HIRES REVERTING TO 





HALF-HOUR FORMAT 


Hires, via N. W. Ayer agency, 
has definitely decided to expand its 
current 15-minute Sunday afternoon 


CBS format and return to a half-| 
hour weekly show. Soft drink out- | 


fit will begin its final cycle as a 15- 


minute entrant Jan. 18 and then re- | 


vert to 30 minutes at the conclusion 
of 13 weeks. 

Agency meanwhile is 
talent changes for the show, with 


likelihood of a name band going in. | 


As a half-hour show it will occupy 
the 5 to 5:30 period in the net’s re- 
vamp of late Sunday afternoon pro- 
gramming, involving time switches 
for Prudential Hour and the Phil 
Spitalny shows as well. 


mulling | 


Harrison, under the supervision of 
Bob Adams. 

NBC has also wrapped up a pack- 
De in cooperation with the Kenny 




















Al and Sherwood 
Schwartz 
Satirize a Segment of Radio in 


*“Comedian’s Blood 


| ticipation stanza with Wayne Howell Show in 8 rkets 
_ of the transcribed “Ted Lewis Show” 
| with ratings and sales performance. 
Mel Blanc, Cass Daley Retreat from radio is due to uncer- 
the Jim Backus Show currently | 
with Mel Blane and Cass Daley. 


Delmar package outfit entitled “The 
as emcee and Jack Kuney directing. | Chicago, Dec. 9. 
| Burlington Brewing Co. (Van 
‘MBS Accent Now On 
;on eight midwest power stations the 
/end of December. 
Mutual, long the stronghold of. tainty over future allotments of 
whodunits, is getting comedy-mind- | 8F4!"- 
riding its kilocycles (the latter | 
stanza, however, headed for a fade- | 
Blanc, whose Colgate-sponsored 
starrer on CBS last season went the 


Brewery Cancels Lewis 
Magic Lamp.” It’s an audience par- 
, Merritt beer) will drop sponsorship 
Comedy; Eyes Deals For Brewer is reported to be satisfied 
ed. With “Meet Me at Parky’s” and 
/out), the web is now talking deals 
cancellation route, is slated to audi- | 


| tion a show for Mutual within the 


| 429 
next several weeks if the net's. Royal 
| programmers like a_ script that’s | (Which Will Meke Comedians’ 
| awaited in N. Y. Blanc’s only cur-| Blood Boll) 
rent air commitment is a role in Ce te 


| “Point Sublime,” being tested by 
Hancock Insurance on a 13-station | 
ABC hookup. 

Mutual is trying to get together 
with Cass Daley on a format, but as 
yet the two haven't seen eye-to-eye 
on the type of characterization in 
| which she should be cast 
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From the Production Centres 


IN NEW YORK CITY... 


Niles Trammell ailing. Has his arm in a sling. Except to attend a board 
meeting last Friday he’s been absent from the office...,.CBS prexy Frank 
Stanton spending a week in the midwest, principally to look over the 
WCCO operation in Minneapolis. 

WOR is auditioning a new Eddie Mayehoff show in which the comic, who 
had his original show on this station in 1940, will mimic news commenta- 
tors. Stanza may get a Saturday evening spot—amid WOR news com- 
mentators. .Mutual prexy Edgar Kobak, who was down with a cold last 
week, elected chairman of the advisory council for science and engineering 
at Notre Dame ‘where he got part of his schooling)....Henry Viscardi. 
assistant commercial production supervisor at Mutual, resigned Friday (5) 
to become personnel and public rela¥fons director of Burlington Mills Corp. 
....Wauhillau LaHay, Ayer’s head radio publicist, called to Kansas Thurs- 
day (4) by the sudden death of her brother....Pat Steel, ex-promotion 
and program director of KPLT, Paris, Tex., into NBC’s ad-promotion 
dept: as a copywriter 

Manhattanites on jury duty: Dave Taylor of CBS, Fred Wile. Jr.. of 
Young & Rubicam, and Bruce Barton... .Virginia and Woody Klose waxed 
their Mutual “Red Hook 31” show from a hospital bedside the morning 
after Mrs. Klose bore a daughter, their fifth child....Anonymeus voice 
narrating the Museum of Science and Industry film, “Poland Comes Back.” 
is that of Roger Bowman, NBC tele commentator and web announcer. 
Has to remain anon because of producer's edict that his is “Voice of 
Poland”....A. C. Nielsen has annexed Rexall and Ayer (Durante’s spon- 
sor and agency) as clients....Teresa Kean and James Burke into the 
“Stella Dallas” cast. Tess Sheehan, Donald Keyes and Elaine Rost new 
to “Young Widder Brown.” Charles Francis and Ian Martin into “Our 
Gal Sunday” roster. Pete Capell added to “Backstage Wife.” Katherine 
Emmet in “Katie’s Daughter.” Gene Leonard into “Just Plain Bill.” 

WQXR’s prexy John V. H. Hogan awarded the Major Edwin H. Arm- 
strong Medal for achievement in technical radio development Friday night 
(5) at the annual banquet of the Radio Club of America....Mutual sales- 
man Jack Overall goes to sleep listening to the radio—with earphones on! 
....Ed Wynn, in N. Y., shot back a fast nix last week when CBS’ WRC. 
Washington, wired him for llth-hour clearance on a dramat airer based 
on his life. Wynn said he'd see the script first, please. 

C. E. “Biggest Man In Radio” Hooper kudosed again, this time by the 
January Esquire in a piece called “Mr. Hooper Counts Ears”... .Mutual’s 
trying to interest a midwest advertiser in “The Thin Man”... . Radio 
writer Charles Speer has sold a story, “Teacher,” to Warners as a possible 
vehicle for Joan Crawford....Don Coplin, until recently in radio promo- 
tion here for the Theatre Guild, has landed out in Mineral Wells, Tex., as 
program director of KORC....Henry Ford 2nd was originally skedded to 
kick off the Fred Allen show when it moves over Jan. 4 to Ford Dealer 
sponsorship, but he’s sent word he can’t make it. He's pencilled in for a 
later shot. 

Don Briggs into the title role in ABC’s “The Sheriff”... .Singer-comic 
Marty Drake, whowecently got his own show on Mutual, has signed Kermit 
Shafer as his personal manager....Dorothy Day to do a weekly radio 
column for Affiliated Features, a new syndicate....Mutual is closing out 
its “For Your Approval” showcase stanza at the end of the year... . Rose- 
mary Rice into “Light of the World” and “Aunt Jenny” casts. Elaine 
Rost being considered for role in 20th-Fox pic to be shot in the east.... 
Jo Ranson’s WHN flack staff has annexed Hildy Grayson and Dorothy 
Sewell....New facets in ABC's “Willie Piper’; Shirley Mitchell ‘in the 
Martha Piper role), Parker Fennelly and Jean Ellyn....Western News- 
paper Union cooking up a radio column it hopes to feed out to 800 weekly 
newspapers under network subsidy... .Bing Crosby, whose “Man Without a 
Country” Thanksgiving show pulled surprising mail, is doing “The Little 
One” story (about the little donkey Jesus rode) for Christmas Eve airing. 


IN HOLLYWOOD ... 


Arnold Stang (“Gerard”) has been pressed in his own show written by 
Howard Harris and Selma Diamond, with Harris doubling on the direction 
....Jimmy Saphier now “reveals” he closed a television deal on his last 
trip east and that l’affaire Bob Hope was merely incidental. As selling 
agent for Telecomics, Inc., Saphier sold U. S. Rubber one telecast of Ana- 
tole France's “Our Lady's Juggler,” 10 minutes of narration and drawings 
...."Point Sublime” has been renewed for another semester and spreads 
nation-wide after a test run in California and Texas....Phil Baker’s new 
quizzer was put on wax last week with Joe Parker producing... .“Double 
or Nothing” will be taken on tour by Walter O’Keefe....Joe Bigelow and 
the missus motored in for two months’ vacation....Chet Lauck and Norris 
Goff (Lum & Abner) handing out commissions as admirals in the Pine 
Ridge navy....Don Quinn, Paul Franklin and Don Bernard on the sick list 
....First annual dinner-dance of Radio Directors Guild drew black tie 
and decollette turnout of 400, and on that score alone, was rated a howling 
success. Charles Vanda, Murray Bolen and Herb Sanford handled the 
arrangements. : 

Alan Ladd’s “Box 13” moved into its second series with Richard Sanville 
directing the plattered dramatics....Ned Hulinger of Bob Hall's ABE 
publicity staff named prexy of networks employees association... .Norman 
Ostby, first aide to Don Searle at ABC, chairmans the advisory board of 
Southern California. Broadcasters Assn.....Torcher Adele Clark being 
auditioned around town after Decca signed her to slice a few sides.... 
That smile on Jimmy Saphier’s phizz was put there by renewals on five 
of his shows, i.e., “Corliss Archer,’ “Point Sublime,” “Man Called X,” 
“The Saint” and “Date With Judy.” And with talk going the rounds that 
Bob Hope may break with Pepsodent he’s besieged with offers from every 
major agency in town....Harry Einstein (Parkyakarkas) is taking short 
walks after being confined to a wheelchair following a spinal operation. ... 
Jack Paar sneaked an off-color gag into his script after ABC had passed 
it and drew the wrath of the network on his head....Bob Graham started 
a daily strip on KNX with participating sponsors....Abe Burrows makes 
a call on “Duffy's Tavern” Dec. 31, but this time as the star of his own 
show. He toiled for years as Ed Gardner's head writer and is credited 
with much of Archie’s success..,.ABC’s Ed Noble around for a few days 
enroute east after attending the ceremonies in connection with the extra 
juicing of the net’s Frisco station. 


IN CHICAGO ... 


Bob Wilson, onetime commercial manager of WALB, has joined Mutual's 
co-op dept....Bob Elson’s “On the Century” shifts from WBBM to the 
same time slot on WENR Jan. 5....Shep Chartoc and Walter Preston so- 
journing on the West Coast for cuttings of the “Ted Lewis Show’. 
Ell Henry, ABC's flack chief, skedded for a hospital checkup after the 
first of the year....Jean McKenna signed for staff chirping on WBBM.... 
Special non-broadcast version of “Ladies Be Seated” will be staged before 
3,000 Telephone Pioneers Dec. 12....Al Benson's new Saturday disk show 
is angeled by the “Angel of Broadway”....Art Duram lectured De Paul U. 
studes last week on “Radio Sales Promotion”..,.Bob Kintner, ABV vp., 
sounded bigger-and-better note in speech to net employees here.... 
Hollywood's Ray Morgan, of “Queen For a Day,” in for huddle with Ade 
Hult, Mutual v.p.....Wadhams division of Socony-Vacuum sponsoring U. 
of Wisconsin basketball games on WTMJ for 20th consecutive year. 

Marion Claire, director of WGNB, luncheon-speaking in behalf of YMCA 
recreation center... Porky Panico, WBBM trumpeter, is a charter mem- 
‘bers of newly-founded “Society to Provide Comfort for a Fat Man in @ 
| Telephone Booth” or the STPCFMTB....Mrs. Myrtle Goulet back at her 
desk as Mutual's traffic manager, following a bout with flu....Quiz Kid 
Mark Mullin about to lose his eighth tooth....Fair Store is advertising 
itg newscasts as “News only—no propaganda, no slanting”. 
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NY.’S RDG VOTES JAN. 1 STRIKE 








Why Directors Are Squawking 


N. Y. network radio directors 


unburdened themselves yesterday 


(Tues.) of a load of beefs over the way the webs pay them for what 


they do. Getting right down to 


names), the directors cited a few 


to get paid better or walk out: 


cases (although they didn’t name 
reasons why they're either going 


“Example 1—A sustaining program recently produced by a network 


cost $25,000 in talent. 


The director 


who organized and created the 


program, rehearsed it, directed it on the air, received a total salary of 
$100 a week, for which he was required to direct other programs dur- 
ing the week and perform his office duties. 


“Example 2—A five-a-week quarter hour series now being produced 


by a network represents a 


weekly 


investment in excess of $5,000. 


The director who created and organized the program, and now directs 
it on the air, receives a commercial program fee of $10 per program. 

“Example 3—One director directs a program with a weekly talent 
investment of $3,000. He works six days a week, is currently creating 
two new programs for the network that represent over $5,000 in audi- 


tion costs alone. He receives 


$105 


salary. 


Example 4—One network, when it believes any of its staff direc- 
tors are ‘getting too much’ money in commercial fees and salary, 
charges them $25 weekly for office space and telephone service. 

What galls the directors most, however, is that of all the people 


employed in actually producing shows 


including actors, musicians, 


announcers, stagehands and electricians, radio engineers and sound 
effects men—directors are the lowliest in pay. 

When a sponsor can dish out $5,000 or $6,000 a week for a radio 
show, the directors reason, the nets can afford to spoon out something 
more than $5 or $10 of it for a director. 








Net Reps in Huddle 


On Free Time For 


Coming Presidential Candidates 


Washington, Dec. 9. 

Reps of the four networks are 
now huddling to see whether or not 
they will give any more free time 
to 1948 candidates for the Presi- 
dency when it appears that the 
stanzas are strictly political. The 
webs are concerned over the Taft- 
Hartley Act ban. against political 
contributions by either corporations 
or labor unions, arguing that pro- 


vision of time is, in effect, a sub- | 


sidy to a political candidate. And 
the last thing any broadcaster wants 
right now is a citation for violating 
the “new labor law—which, inci- 
dentally, won almost unconditicnal 
approval from the radio men at a 
panel on the subject at the NAB 
convention last September. 
Situation developed after ABC 
provided gratis time to GOP con- 
tender Harold Stassen in his Wis- 
consin tour. American began to 
worry about future demands from 


other political hopefuls and sought | 


counsel of the other webs. If a 
four-web policy is adopted, it would 
in no case prevent a network from 


“airing views of a candidate in an 


interview, roundtable or forum pro- 
gram. 


head of the Joint Economic Com- | 


mittee and not as a White House 
candidate the policy would not ap- 
ply. Otherwise, however, network 
time weuld call for plenty of cold 
cash on the dotted line. 

So far as the Communications Act 
goes, the webs have nothing to 


worry about political time until the | 


Demo and GOP conventions. But, as 
&@ practical matter, with at least 
four admitted candidates dickering 


for position, the webs will go easy | 
on handing out free time from here | 


on in, spokesmen said here. 


STANG QUITS CANTOR, 
BACK WITH MORGAN 


Hollywood, Dec. 9. 
Arnold Stang, having obtained a 
release from his contract for the 
Eddie Cantor program, has returned 
to the Henry Morgan show under 





an exclusive pact giving him featured | 


billing. The deal calls for him to 
Bet $500 when the series is sustain- 
ing and $650 commercial. The “ex- 
clusive” clause forbids him from do- 


ing the same characterization on any 
Other stanza. 


} The character stooge guests Thurs- 
- night (12) on the Al Jolson 
Show for $850, then planes to New 


ei for Morgan's first broadcast 
an in the east, next Wednesday 


‘ Understood he’s being sought 
° resume his old part on the Milton 
a — show, which likewise origi- 
i ©“s in New York. However, that 
“ai may depend on Morgan’s inter- 
pretation of the “exclusive” angle. 


& 


And, for example, if Sen. | 
Robert Taft spoke in his capacity as | 





Adams Joins Denny 


Former FCC Chairman Charles R. 
Denny, Jr., now veepee and general 
counsel of NBC, has pulled in one 
of his former FCC aides, David C. 
Adams, to be assistant general coun- 
sel of the web. 

Adams until recently was assistant 
ito the FCC’s general counsel and as 





|such assisted Denny during the six- 
| month-long International Telecom- 
i}munications Conference at Atlantic 
City, which Denny chairmanned. 








Unions on Bonus 


ABC quietly started off the Christ- 
'mas bonus parade last Thursday (4) 
| by dispensing an undisclosed sum to 
pall employees—except union mem- 
bers. Latter designation includes 
'members of the Radio Writers Guild 
‘and Radio Directors Guild as well 
as members of AFRA and engineers 
|'belonging to NABET. Same policy 
was followed last year. Web spokes- 


men would only say, regarding the | 


amount of the handouts, that they 
| were “the same as last year.” 

Policy of discriminating against 
| union 
also was pursued last year by NBC, 
which gave non-organized employees 
one week's pay and is expected to 
'do so again this year, on the same 
| basis. It’s said the divvies will be 
| distributed next week. 

CBS, where most employees got 
‘bonuses amounting to one week's 
pay last Christmas — executives got 


substantially greater amounts—is be- | 


sure to grant similar divi- 
the next week or so, al- 
word has come 


lieved 
dends in 
| though no official 
| through. 

| Only Mutual. of the four webs, 
| will be bonus-less. Staffers will: have 


to content themselves with a free | 


round of eats and drinks at the web’s 
annual Yule party, expected to be 
tossed, as usual, at the Astor Roof 
around Dec. 20. 





FCC Editorial Hearing 


Washington, Dec. 9. 


Pat Off Until March 1 


As expected, the FCC last week | 


| postponed from Jan. 12 to March 1, 
its long-heraided hearing to deter- 
| mine whether broadcast stations may 
editorialize on the air. 

Under the new hearing date, per- 
sons wishing to appear now have 
until Dec. 31 to notify FCC of the 
|fact. Some 85 persons and organi- 
‘zations have already been invited 
‘by FCC to speak their pieces, 


Nets Again Bypass 


members in bonus payments | 


NETS, WOR WON'T 
MEET DEMANDS 


New 
| ABC, 





York radio: directors of the 
CBS and NBC networks and 











\of WOR, N. Y., key station of the | 


|Mutual web, 
;strike Jan. 1, or within a few days 
| thereafter. Only way to avert the 
istrike would be for the nets 
Mutual flagship to give in or show 
some disposition to give in to de- 
|mands of the N. Y. 
rectors Guild (AFL). 
iday (Tues.), there was not the slight- 
lest indication that companies were 
| going to budge. 

How severely the walkout, if it 
{comes, will affect the webs’ N. Y. 
|operations is open to conjecture, but 
lit’s believed highly probable that 
\many members of other 
|unions, such as AFRA, the white col- 


| larites’ UPOWA (at CBS), the Radio | 


Writers Guild, and the engineers’ 
IBEW and NABET would refuse to 
|cross RDG picket lines. Also, while 
Guild toppers say they will not ask 
|or expect member directors to vio- 
late written contracts with ad agen- 
cies or other employers outside of 
the webs, it’s strongly doubted that 
any RDG’er would violate his own 
union’s picket lines. 

Strike action was unanimously 
| voted by the 250-member N. Y. lo- 
ical in an emergency meeting Mon- 





ators reported a complete stalemate 
in talks they have been conducting 
with the nets since Nov. 12. In a 
resolution adopted without a dis- 
|senting vote, the local declared that 
ithe webs “have been adamant in 
their refusal to make any reasonable 
concessions and, in some instances, 
have made no concession, and have 





with regard to minimum salaries.” 
Indicative of how seriously they 
consider the issue, the directors 
voted a membership § assessment 
equal to one day’s pay out of every 
seven, effective starting this week, 


Present RDG pacts with the three 
webs and WOR, covering a total of 
about 100 staff directors in N. Y., in- 
cluding seven in CBS television, ex- 
pire Dec. 31. Guild spokesmen said 
a termination of contract notice was 
filed with the National Labor Re- 
| lations Board before Nov. 1 and that 
a notice. in accordance with the 


(Continued on page 44) 


NBC Gives Directors 
Budget Control, but RDG 
Fears Issue Is Clouded 








culiar timing in connection with the 
web’s negotiations with the Radio 
Directors Guild, had a dual effect of 
| granting staff directors full budget 
control over shows they produce— 


|something the staffers have sought | 


|for years—and at the same time 
| arousing suspicions that the net was 
‘attempting, through nomenclature. 
ito cloud the definition of a “direc-. 
tor.” 

Web had a huddle with RDG ne- 
| gotiators scheduled for 10:30 a.m 
‘last Wednesday (3), but asked at 
‘the last moment to postpone it until 
2:30. At 2 o’cleck program and pro- 
duction staffers, including directors, 
|; were summoned to hear announce- 
iment, in a memo from Thomas Mc- 
| Cray, national program manager, of 
a new “supervisor system.” 

Besides granting producers full 
control over their prograrn budgets, 
permitting allocation of “funds as 
each sees fit, the memo designated: 
that when asked to produce, a di- 
rector shall be called “a producer” 
and that 
the production end, he shall be 
called “a supervisor.” 

Effect is virtually to eliminate the 
| title of “director” on many pro- 
grams, a move immediately re- 
| garded in RDG circles as an effort 
by NBC to further confuse attempts 
by the guild to get webs to agree 
on the definition of a director. 


Even this point has not been 
j}agreed upon in web-RDG _ talks 
| which. have been going on more 
' than a month now, 


are walking out on/| 
and | 


local, Radio Di- | 
As of yester- | 


industry | 


day night (8) at which RDG negoti- | 


refused even to engage in bargaining | 


to set up a war chest for the strike. | 


NBC maneuver last week, of pe- | 


when an executive is on | 





| Riddle Me This 


How to go nuts figuring out a 
Hooper rating 

“Studio One” in the latest tab- 
ulation is 7.4 for the first 15 
minutes, 8.4 for the next quarter 
| hour, then drops down to 6.9 for 
| the third segment and snaps 
back for a concluding portion 
of 7.6. 

This compares with the 25.0 
of Fibber McGee & Molly and 
| the 25.9 of Bob Hope which 
occupy the trenches on NBC. 
But why “Studio One” is strong- 
est during the half of 
| “Fibber” and the last 15 minutes 
of Hope is something they're 
even defying Hooper to figure 
out 


ABC Backs Denny 
ANY. News Fight 


} 


second 











Washington, Dec. 9. 
The Co. 
| last week jumped to the defense of 
'former Federal 
Commission 


American Broadcasting 


Chairman Charles R. 
| Denny, Jr. in urging FCC not to 
| reconsider a decision rejecting the 
|N. Y. Daily News as an FM licensee 
in the New York City area. ABC- 
| WJZ was one of five companies ap- 
| proved for FM operation there in a 
| Commission decision in October. 

| Ina protest earlier this month, the 
Daily News, a_ rejected 
| roundly challenged the FCC decision 
|} and questioned the legality of Den- 
ny’s voting in the case after he had 
signed up to become NBC general 
counsel and veepee. The Comission 
vote was 4-to-2 against the news- 
paper, with Denny opposing the 
News’ grant. 

The ABC brief declared there was 
nothing illegal in Denny’s voting on 
Oct. 21 since he did not join NBC 
until Nov. 15, pointed out his vote 
in any event had not been deter- 
mining in the 4-to-2 decision and 
concluded that the News’ arguments 
didn’t hold water, inasmuch as NBC 
was not even a party to the New 
York FM hearing. The network held 
a prewar FM permit. 








STANDARD OIL MULLS 


i 


TEX, JINX NIGHT SHOW 


| Standard Oil, shopping around for 
ja nighttime network has 
| auditioned a series of Tex & Jinx 
programs, with Jinx Falkenburg 
|and Tex McCrary plattering both 
| 60-minute and 30-minute stanzas, as 
well as a 15-minute cross-the-board 
format as alternate program formats 
for the client. 
Show will follow the format which 
| brought them wide kudos when 
| they went in as a Bristol-Myers 
|summer replacement for “Duffy's 
| Tavern.” If Standard Oil picks up 
the Tex & Jinx nighttime tab, they'll 
| probably check out of their morning 
| cross-the-board NBC stint. 


_WMCA’s ‘Mr.-Mrs. Music’ 


| 


show, 





| 
| 





To Be Disked, Syndicated 


| .WMCA, N. Y.’s “Mr. and Mrs. 
| Music” disk jockey show, featuring 
Bea Wain and Andre Baruch, is be- 
ing transcribed for syndication, with 
the station’s reps handling sale of 
| the program in other cities. Deal 
;on the show is similar to the one 
| WMCA negotiated on the upcoming 
| Duke Ellington disk program which 
also is being syndicated. 

| Expansion of the Wain-Baruch 
| program comes simultaneously with 
| the airer’s second birthday Friday 
(12). fe 





Communications | 


bidder, | 


See Complete Musician Walkout 
Feb. 1; Networks Left Up in Air 
After 6-Hr. Talk with Petrillo 


+ 


Chicago, Dec. 9 
spending six hours with 
Petrillo here yesterday 


After 
James C. 


| (Mon.), officials of the four networks, 








who had from 
talk about contract with the 
American Federation of Musicians, 
admitted that they were as much in 
the fog as ever over the AFM chief's 
post-Jan. 31 plans 

One of the web delegates, in a sub 
rosa comment following the meet- 
ing, remarked that he was being 
gradually forced to the conclusion 
that all the parleying was merely a 
prelude to the complete withdrawal 
of musicians from network service 
as of Feb. 1. The four network 
spokesmen were asked by Petrillo 
to come back and see him again 
after the holidays. 

Not much was accomplished dur- 
ing Monday’s huddle, except that the 
network clarified a little more just 
what the AFM could expect from 
them in the matter of musician em- 
ployment. Petrillo was assured that 
the webs would retain all the men 
now employed on their managed and 
operated stations, but repeated their 
previous avowal of being unable to 
do anything for him with affiliate 
outiets. On the matter of FM, the 
web officials noted that method of 
transmission was fundamentally a 
substitute for AM and that it would 
be amiss for the union to expect this 
newer form of radio communication 
to become a substantial source of 
musician employment. 

The network negotiators, in out- 
lining their position on television, 

(Continued on page 32) 


come New York to 


a new 





Petrillo Meve 
Package Deal, 


Sez Rep. Kearns 


Washington, Dec. 9. 

The recording ban is a step in a 
plan by James C. Petrillo to round 
up the entire music-using industry 
“in a package deal contract,” Rep. 
Carroll Kearns (R., Pa.) said here 
yesterday (8). Kearns is chairman 
of the House Labor sub-committee 
which investigated Peirillo’s various 
music bans a few months ago. 

Claiming that he had information 
on the subject, Kearns declared that: 
“This is what is going on in Chicago 
in the negotiations with the radio 
networks. Petrillo would like to 
get radio, television, FM and record- 
ings all under the same master con- 
tract—a package deal. However, he 
could not make a long contract if 
he did succeed. Under the Taft- 
Hartley Act, he cannot make a con- 
tract for more than one year.” 

Kearns added that his committee 
is waiting until after the first of 
the year to see whether Petrillo goes 
through with the recording ban. 


‘Kearns said Rep. Fred A. Hartley 


(R., N. J.), chairman of the Hovse 
Labor Committee, is ready to re- 
open hearings of the entire music 
industry situation and to press ac- 
tion against Petrillo for restraint of 
trade if he bars all record production. 


PEN SLUMP CANCELS 
QUT ‘GANGBUSTERS’ 


Slump in.the pen market, which 
knocked the ether out of Henry 
Morgan’s Eversharp'- show, has 
caught up with “Gangbusters,” an- 
other ABC show. The sponsor, L. E. 
Waterman Pens, has pulled the 
pursestrings on the show, despite its 
current 10.0 Hooperating. 





ABC, it’s said, will keep “Gang- 


busters” in its Saturday 9 p.m. slot 
as a sustainer for the time being in 


an effort to sell it and preserve the © 


web’s present block of ‘crime-show 
programming, which segues from 
“R: Dolan, Detective” te “Famous 
Jury Trials” to 
“Murder and Mr. Malone.” 
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WNBT’s Non-Network Sponsor Deals, 
_ Feeds, Strictly a Radio Hangover 





Pointing wo NBC’s assumption that + 
a television network should be op- 
erated similar to a radio operation, 
WNBT, the web’s N. Y. outlet, began 
this week to sign on local sponsors 
for non-network shows and to re- 
ceive shows on a regularly-scheduled 
basis from other stations in the net. 

For the first time, consequently, 
WNBT has taken on the appearance 
of WNBC, NBC’s N. Y. flagship radio 
outlet. Attempt by NBC to follow 
the radia pattern in setting up its 
video network has been accepted by 
CBS, DuMont and other broadcasters 
now planning tele webs but is op- 
posed by those who believe that tele, 
through use of canned film shows, 
should operate as a “celluloid net- 
work.” Backers of the celluloid web 
idea, for the most part, are adver- 
tisers favoring filmed tele over live 
shows and, of course, the film pro- 
ducers. 

In addition to furthering its net- 
work aims, NBC has another purpose 
in mind in taking shows from sta- 
tions on the web outside of N. Y. 
Two shows teeing off last week are 
both matinee airers, indicating NBC 
toppers have found it impractical for 
one station in the web to handle all 
the daytime programming made nec- 
essary to answer complaints of re- 
ceiving set dealers that they can’t 
sell sets during store hours unless 
they have programs with which to 
demonstrate them. WNBT, conse- 
quently, will air the “Television 
Matinee” show from WPTZ, Phila- 
delphia, on Mondays and Wednes- 
days from 2 to 3 p. m. and a kids’ 
show from WNBW, Washington, 
from 5 to 6 p. m. Wednesdays. WNBT 
currently originates the “Swift Home 
Service Club” Fridays from 1 to 1:30 
p. m., feeding it to the other stations 
on its hookup. 

WNBT has also used network feeds 
for its evening hours, thus further- 
ing the radio pattern in its web op- 
eration. “Current Opinion,” a half- 
hour show in which correspondent 
Robert McCormick interviews Gov- 
ernment spokesmen on _ current 
topics, is now fed WNBT from Wash- 
ington Wednesday nights at 9. In 
addition, the last three sessions of 
“Meet the Press,” General Foods’ 
sponsored show aired Thursday 
nights at 8, have originated in the 
WNBW studios. 

Local sponsors signing for spot 


(Continued on page 46) 


Hearings Called 
—On3 More Bids 


’ Washington, Dec. 9. 

The FCC, for the first time in 
many months is in danger of being 
snowed under by a landslide of 
new television station bids, last 
week called for hearings in three 
more spectrum-scarce communities. 
No date was set, but hearings were 
specified on video applications for 
the Fall River-New Bedford, Mass., 
area; Louisville, and Wilkes-Barre. 

The New England Television Co. 
and E. Anthony and Sons, Inc., are 
competing for the only channel as- 
signed the Fall River-New Bedford 
area. In Louisville, station WAVE 
is after the No. 5 slot and WHAS, 
now assigned the No. 9 position, 
wants to switch to the No. 5 chan- 
nel. And the Wyoming Valley 
Broadcasting Ce. (WILK) and Louis 
G. Baltimore are contending for 
the lone assignment tabbed for 
Wilkes-Barre. 


Third L.A. Outlet Near 
As KFI Gets Equipment 


Hollywood, Dec. 9. 

Los Angeles’ long-talked of third 
telestation is a virtual certainty now, 
KFI having received its transmitter 
and antenna equipment this week 
from RCA, which it is already in- 
stalling atop Mt. Wilson while work 
is being rushed to completion on its 
peak buildings for probable Feb, 1 
preem. 

Station already has cameras and 
some trained top level personnel. It’s 
mobile pickup unit ts expected some- 
time this month, and owner Earl C. 
Anthony is now making final de- 
cisions on rate card, outside studios 
to be acquired, personnel and-other 
outlays. 

Outfit is also hypoing its 50,000- 
watt standard operation via installa- 
tion of a new 750-foot tower, town’s 











highest AM-wise. 


Those Credit Tags 

NBC and the Theatre Guild, 
after lengthy negotiations with 
20th-Fox, finally obtained rights 
to stage “Late George Apley” on 
television. That they did so at 
a price, however, was easily ap- 
parent during the show Sunday 
(7) night. 

Immediately preceding the 
fade-in, a large card flashed on 
the screen advising viewers that 
the play was being presented 
“through the courtesy” of the 
film company. Card also pointed 
up the fact that 20th’s film ver- 
sion of “Apley” current at 
nabe theatres. Same text was 
repeated immediately after the 
performance. 


Rose Bowl May 
Allow Tele, Radio 
BR. for Ist Time 


Hollywood, Dec. 9. 

Complete revision of existing con- 
tracts for radio-television 
of Coast Conference football is be- 
ing discussed at a meeting in Sonora 
which ends tonight (Tuesday). One 
prospect is that for the first time 
the Rose Bowl game may be per- 
mitted to be sponsored, on one or 
both media. Previous sponsorship 
offers, including one for a reported 
$75,000, have been rejected by the 
Bowl. 

General feeling now is that -foot- 
ball hereabouts has been a virtual 
giveaway and now more coin will 
be sought, posing. possibility that 
the college football monopoly held 
by Associated Gas may be broken 
up unless the ante is upped con- 
siderably. Bowl commissioners are 
also mulling the possibility of com- 
bining radio-video rights to the 
Bowl classic as a single package for 
a national advertiser. 


Meanwhile, Don Lee is attempting 
to ace into televising the Bow! for 
the first time along with Paramount's 
KTLA. Move to share the game 
with the rival station may also 
ultimately be a saving step in the 
event the union problem facing the 


is 








Par station precludes the latter's 


chances of covering at the last 
moment. KTLA got an _ exclusive 
when NBC advised it would have to 
give up rights if still without a sta- 
tion. Since then, however, local 659, 
IATSE, has demanded unionization 
of KTLA’s camera staff, threatening 
withdrawal of newsreel lensers if 
there’s no capitulation by Jan. 1. 


coverage | 
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LAW OF 
With Prof. Paul, D. Kaufman, An- 
drew Torigian, Leon Stein, Francis 

Donnelly, Martin Waldmann, Betty 

Horowitz, John Babis, Joe DiMag- 

gio, Charles Grant, Murray Kauff- 

man, Bertram Cohen, Audre Berl 
Writer: Mary Ciabattari 
Director: Bob Emery 
Producer: Prof. Robert Gessner 
30 Mins.; Tues., 7:30 p.m. 
Sustaining 
WABD, N. Y. 

DuMont station has given a tele- 
vision “workshop” of New York 
Univ. air time to produce a series of 
experimental programs, of which 
this (2) was the first. Cast was made 
up of students and faculty members. 
It’s understandable that the school, 
in its commendable effort to train 
students for video careers, would 
jump at a chance to give the stu- 
dents actual air experience. But why 
should the viewing public be ex- 
pected to look upon the experimental 
gropings of a classroom group. 
Television, with the best hands it can 
get these days, is none too good, 
When it’s placed in the hands of 
rank amateurs, it’s pretty sad. This 
is no slap at the efforts of the NYU 
studes. It's simply a case of tele- 
vision being hampered rather than 
advanced by programming of this 
kind. 

An obvious effort was made in this 
program to popularize its appeal. 
Instances of libel and slander were 
enacted, in the form of political 
speeches, with the camera reverting 
after each to a classroom discussion 


with Prof. Paul D; Kaufman, in| 
which the NYU _ students hashed 
over the subject. Aside, however, 


from a sequence in which a “candi- 
date” in his political harangue held 
up a skunk as a likeness of his po- 
litical opponent, there was little in 
the program that wouldn't have been 
as well conveyed by ear as by eye. 
The students were awkwardly 
bunched up in a corner in the class- 
room scenes. Production was lag- 
gardly, with many of the scenes 
lapsing into a well-this-is-all state 
before the cameras were switched 
to the next episode. 


DuMont won't build tele audiences 
with this sort of come-and-get-it pro- 





gramming. Doan. 
TELEVISION PLAYHOUSE 

(“The Last of My Selid Gold 
Watches”) 


With John Stuart Dudley, Robert 
Morgan, Luther Henderson 
Writer: Tennessee Williams 


Director: Fred Coe 
Executive Producer: Richard Har- 
rity 


30 Mins., Thurs (4), 9:15 p.m. 
WNBT, N. Y. 


Postponed from the previous Sun- | 


day, when NBC ran into curtain- 
time camera trouble, the premiere 
production of the jointly-sponsored 
American National Theatre and 
Academy-NBC “Television Play- 
house” was launched Thursday (4) 
with a performance of a Tennessee 
Williams one-actor, “The Last of My 
Solid Gold Watches.” vin 

The fact that 24 hours previously 
the Broadway drama _ critics did 
handsprings over Williams’ new 
smash legiter, “A Streetcar Named 
Desire,” served to heighten interest 


(Continued on page 48) 








Milwaukee Journal's Tele Station 
Debut Projects Medium Into 11th City 


BEN BODEC 


Milwaukee,’ Dec. 9. 
The Milwaukee Journal's WTMJ- 
TV went on the air last week with 
about as sharply defined and bal- 
anced a picture as could be ex- 
pected of a debut. Of twin statisti- 
cal import are the facts that it 
makes Milwaukee the 11th Ameri- 
can city projecting a regular video 
schedule and that no other video 
operation has teed off with as many 
commercials on the books. 
Perhaps a more pertinent title for 
the event would have been the “Mil- 
waukee Journal Brings Television 
to Milwaukee.” It being Milwaukee, 
the bracketing of the Journal with 
the medium looms more importantly 
than the technical and programing 
facets, particularly at this stage of 
television. As merchandisers and 
showmen have discovered, few other 
communities of major population 
are as conservative and cautious in 
accepting the new as Milwaukee. 


It’s a show-me town that makes 
a wastrel of the proverbial Mis- 
sourian. And that’s where the Mil- 
waukee Journal comes into the pic- 
ture. The Journal enjoys more than 
a practical monepoly in its field. 
The paper goes into nine out of any 
10 homes. And because it was the 
Journal’s adjunct the same ratio 
prettv well ap»lied for many years 
to WTMJ’s audience. With a repu- 
tation for stolidity and native ec- 
centricity almost equal to that of 
the town’s ancient City Hall, the 
Journal nevertheless has kept wel] 


By 





in step with technological develop- 
ment. 

Because of its power and prestige 
the Journal has been able to call the 
tunes in many a way for the Mil- 
waukee citizenry. It put over radio 
with its readers to a major degree 
from the very inception of WTMJ, 
and unless some catacylsmic eco- 
nomic factor intervenes it’s a safe 
bet that the Journal will cut a simi- 
jar groove with television. WTMJ- 
TV is starting off with what it fig- 
ures to be around 300 tele set in- 
stallations in the town. What had 


(Continued on page 46) 





Alan Lipscott 
Writes Humorously About 
“Radio Gagman’s 

Footnotes to 

Shakespeare”’ 

. 


* * 


A Feature of 


ARI. 
Forthcoming 
42d Anniversary Number 
Out Shortly 
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Even Televiewers, With Clear Vision, 
Split On Louis-Walcott Fight Decision 





Calling All Cars 

For what may be the first 
time, a radio sponsor is using its 
commercials to plug its sponsor- 
ship of a television broadcast, 
via another station. 

Ruppert Brewery, which 
bankrolls Stan Lomax’s sports 
news on WOR, N. Y., is using the 
show currently to advertise the 
fact that the suds bottler will 
sponsor the telecast of the pro 
football all-star game from Yan- 
kee Stadium next Sunday (14) 
via DuMont’s WABD. 





¥ 








Interest Perks 
In Boston Video 
As Sets Move In 


Boston, Dec. 9. 
| Video in the Hub is getting a strong 
| hypo since A. T. & T. got its micro- 
| wave link from New York to Boston 
in operation a fortnight ago. Tele- 
vision dealers are moving in with 
|}an eye on WBZ-TV’'s March 1 dead- 
line, a more and more promising 
| reality with that Westinghouse sta- 
|tion’s new million dollar plant 
nearly ready for heating, and 
| WNAC’s Medford hilJside plant in 
the works for mid-summer or fall 
| opening. 
This week ITI demonstrated its 
| $1,995 bar-room job for about 2,000 
‘saloon keepers with the Television 
‘Sales and Engineering Co., Inc., 
|sponsoring. This outfit, long  in- 
volved in metered radio service for 
|hotels hereabouts, piloted by 
| Frederick W. Papolos with Lycurgus 
|Loumas in charge of sales, and is 
/out to corner the saloon biz. Al- 
|ready placed sets in several down- 
|town bars and picked up plenty of 
| prospects. Other video outfits have 
| been selling from catalogs, but this 
|was the first actual eye-witness 
|demonstration for Mass. saloon 
| keepers, who are plenty impressed 
| by video grosses in N. Y. spots. 
WBZ, which will be the first to 
| pipe video in from NBC and produce 
its own shows too, followed up with 





is 


an gency demonstration of the 
Louis-Walcott fight. Show drew 
capacity audiences of about 150 


writers, time buyers, etc., in studio 
A, using eight RCA receivers. Mean- 
while WNAC, the only other radio 
station in town announcing video, is 
planning a series of video clinics for 
ad men, time buyers, producers, etc., 
with a view to showing how it works 
from the production end. Clinics are 
planned twice a week with after- 
noon and evening slots. 

Idea was hatched by Linus Trav- 
ers, exec veepee and general mana- 
ger of the Yankee web. 





Puppeteer Frank Paris 
Tagged for NBC Tele 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 9. 

Frank Paris, puppeteer who winds 
up an engagement here at William 
Penn Hotel's Terrace Room on Satur- 
day (13), has been tagged by NBC 
for 13-week television series to begin 
right after first of the year. Idea 
is to star Paris’ little wooden people 
in series of soap operas designed 
for kiddies. with the marionette ex- 
pert doing the animation and regular 
actors the voices. 


While his present “personnel” in- 
cludes only half a dozen figures or 
so, Paris, who builds his own pup- 
pets, is already at work on flock of 
| new characters being made to order 
under instructions from network's 
video staff. 


| Juke-Tele Combo Preems 








Chicago, Dec. 9. 

Two hundred coin machine ops 
; attended a _ private showing of 
| Videograph’s new juke-tele combo 
| here Sunday (7). Combo, seven feet 
| tall and three feet wide, has a tele 
| set mounted on a juke box which 
| plays 40 disks, 
| Nickel, dime and quarter slots 
| are for video or disks at five cents 
|; per three minutes. Customer can 
| switch frem tele to records at will. 
| Machine is priced at $1,695, plus 
| $100 installation charge. 





By JACK PULASKI 

If there was any doubt about the 
effectiveness of televising sports 
events, particularly professional box- 
ing, video coverage of the Joe Louis- 
Joe Walcott split decision event as 
sent out from Madison Square Gar- 
den last Friday (5) was the clincher, 
The number of viewers who wit- 
nessed Louis’ win by television has 
not been estimated but it was clear 
that the Gillette razor outfit got a 
bargain even though the telecast 
rights were reportedly a peak price. 

The event, as seen in a midtown 
|cafe which was jammed to such an 
jextent that the doors were closed, 


| carried with it much of the excite- 





j}ment that fans in the Garden ex- 
| hibited. Similar gatherings were 
present in almost every establish- 


ment that had a receiving set and 
the number who saw the fight in 
that manner far outnumbered own- 
ers of private sets. Scrap was tele- 
cast throughout the east over the 
National Broadcasting Co.'s. WNBT. 
Commercials were logically spotted 
|during the one-minute rest periods 
| between rounds. 

Video audiences have the advan- 
| tage of those at ringside because the 
;cameres are elevated and nobody 
ican jump up and obstruct the view. 
When Walcott floored the champ in 
ithe first and again in the fourth 
‘round, the blows were clearly seen 
to be right handers. As a contest 
| it was no thriller but the eiement of 
| surprise was the factor that resulted 
in the most argued-about fistic en- 
| counter within memory. 





Teie Fans Give Wolcott Decision 
There was even a greater differ- 
j}ence of opinion over the decision 


|among video fight fans than among 
|the booing bunch 
| That was proven by the squawks 


in the Garden. 
registered with newspapers by those 
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DuMont Seeks 


New Antenna Site 








DuMont television, not yet fully 
satisied with iis transmitter site 
atop the building at 515 Madison 


avenue in N. Y., has begun search- 
ing again for a new location. Du- 
Mont engineers, it's been learned, 
have already scouted several other 
Manhattan buildings but have 
failed thus far to turn up anything 
of interest. 

DuMont has begun the search 
after receiving reports from a num- 
ber of disgruntled viewers of trouble’ 
in getting a clear signal from WABD, 
the web’s N. Y. outlet. Most of 
those complaining, for some strange 
reason, own RCA receiving sets. 
DuMont sets, it seems, receive a 
clear, strong signal from the 515 
Madison site. 

Web's troubles point up the diffi- 
culties being faced by many broad- 
casters entering television for the 
first time in cities throughout the 
country. ABC has just completed 
arrangements to share the Chrysler 
tower in N. Y. with CBS after 
months of fruitless searching for a 
site of its own. WOR has not yet 
found a suitable location and, at 
last reports, was mulling the pos- 
sibility of constructing its trans- 
mitter atop the Palisades, across the 
Hudson river from Manhattan. 

Talk is still rampant in the ine 
dustry, meanwhile, of building a 
single tower iin N. Y,. for all seven 
channels. Tower would be high 
enough to preclude the possibility 
of any interference from outside 
sources. With NBC safely ensconced 
atop the Empire State Bldg., how- 
ever, it’s believed doubtful that 
web would consent to joining such 
a plan. 


Loan Sets for Plugs 


Hollywood, Dec. 9. 
Moticn picture style promotional 
tieups have come to television. Mu- 
sic trade drumbeater, Bobby Weiss, 





has lined up all of his personality 
accounts in a tieup with Bert 
D’Orsay, exclusive wideo receiver 


dealer here, whereby for use of their 
muggs in newspaper ads and win- 
dow cards all get free use of a re- 
ceiver over the holidays. 

Those benefitting with G-E con- 
soles are Margaret Whiting, Helen 
Forrest, Dick Haymes, Peter Potter, 





Page Cavanaugh Trio and Frank 
DeVolL 
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Scorecard of Dailies-Tele Tie 


ene} is a list of the newspaper publishers already interested in 


operating television stations. List 


includes those stations now broad- 


casting, Uvose for which construction permits have been granted and 


these for which applications are still pending before the FCC. 


letters for the stattons not yet in 


Call 
operation represent either the AM 


staiious owned by the same newspapers or letters filed in applications 


to the Comme*sston. 


CciTy CALL LETTERS OWNER 
Los Angeles KLAC-TV Dorothy S. Thackrey 
ss KTTV L. A. Times-Mirror 
San Francisco KCPR Chronicle Publishing Co. 
Washington WMAL-TV* Evening Star 
Chicago WGNA Chi Tribune 
“ Lod a Sun & Times Co 
Louisville WHAS-TV Courier-Journal & Louisville Times 
Baltimore WBAL-TV* Hearst Radio 
“ WMAR* Baltimore Sun 
Detroit WwJ-Tv* Detroit News 
St. Paul KSTP St. Paul Times-Herald 
“ WTCN-TV St. Paul Dispatch 
St. Louis KSD-TV* St. Louis Post-Dispatch 
New York WLTV N. Y. Daily News 
Cleveland WEWS Scripps-Howard 
Portland KGWG Oregonian Publishing Co. 
Philadelphia WFIL-TV' Inquirer 
“ WCAU-TV Bulletin 
WPEN-TV Daily News 
Memphis wR Memphis Publishing Co 
Fort Worth KCPN Carter Publications 
Milwaukee WTMJ-TV* Milwaukee Times-Journal 
Miami WIOD Daily News 
Atlanta WSB Atlanta Journal 
‘Akron WAKR (45% stock owned by John S. Knight) 
Cincinnati WKRC Cincy Times-Star 
Dayton WHIO Dayton Daily News 
Allentown WSAN Lehigh Valley Broadcasting 
(Interlocking ownership with Allen- 
town Morning Call) 
Dallas + KRLD-TV Times-Herald 
Jehnstown (Pa.) WJAC-TV Johnstown Tribune 
Harrisburg WHP Daily Telegraph 


*Stations already in operation on a 


commercial basis. 








Tele Manufacturers to Foot Bill For 
Philly Convention Installations 


Philadelphia, Dec. 9. 4 


Television manufacturers have | 
agreed to foot the bill for the in-| 
stallation of equipment which will! 
enable additional thousands of per- | 
sons to view proceedings of the | 
1948 Democratic and Republican na- | 
tional conventions here next sum- 
mer. 

At ihe same time, it was disclosed 
by Walter S. Hallanan, chairman of 
the arrangements committee for the 
GOP national committee, and Wil- 
liam N. Roach, managing director of 
the Democratic convention, that 
neither party will charge a fee for 
video transmission of the events. 

Hallanan and Roach conferred 
Friday (5) with representatives of 
tele manufacturing companies and 
Roger W. Clipp, general manager of 
WFIL. The manufacturers agreed to 
bear the cost of providing receiving 
equipment for Commercial Museum, | 
adjoining Convention Hall, which | 
will accommodate between 12,000 and 
15,000 persons. 

The Republican national conven- 
tien will be held at Convention Hall 
the week of June 20, and the Demo- 
cratic conclave will be held at Con- 
vention Hall beginning July 12. 

Hallanan said an agreement had 

n reached between him and 
Roach for both parties to divide the 
Costs of putting up physical equip- 
ment, such as construction of the 
rostrum, press and radio facilities, 
special lighting effects for newsreels 
and television, and phases of the | 
Seating arrangements. 

Television manufacturers commit- 
tee named at the conference in- 


(Continued on page 48) 


Buchanan Agcy. Preps 
Bow Into Tele Com’ls | 


Clients of the Buchanan ad agency | 
may be the next group of heavy- 
spending advertisers to enter televi- 
sion. Martin Jorfes, Buchanan's | 
radio chief, is currently prepping 
ideas for a series of one-minute and 
30-second spots and 12-second chain 
breaks, which he'll submit to the} 
agency's clients in the near future 
for. their approval. 

The time is certainly ripe, accord- 
ng to Jones, to get into television | 


now. Agency’ Ss biggest client is the | 
Texas Co. (Texaco), 


biggest spenders in 














radio. 


, a 


long one of the of the 
; York City. 





Zoomar Zooms to Bowl 


Hollywood, Dec. 9. 

Jerry Fairbanks is rushing one of 
his new Zoomar video lenses here 
from N.Y. for Rose Bowl] coverage 
by KTLA, after learning that the 
lens ordered by the station won't 
arrive in time. 

New lens permits telecasting of 
scene at any focal range without 
camera movement. 


107, of RCA Tele 
Output for Coast 


Hollywood, Dec. 

First priority on RCA’s pach 
receivers has been granted Los An- 
geles with manufacturer ear-mark- 
ing a reported 70% of total output, 
at least until mid-January, for the 
Coast. Also a new speed-up dis- 
tribution system is being worked out 
by Leo J. Meyberg Co.. distribs. for 
direct-to-dealer deliveries from rail- 
road yards. 

Heavy demand here for sets and 
the promise that the planned tele- 
vising of the Rose Bow! game will 
afford a terrific hypo to sales is 
prompting the priority. Sales have 
climbed steadily since Spring’s “T- 
Day” with some 8,000 sets now 
circulating. 

The first locally manufactured tele- 
vision set to hit the L. A. market will 
be released by Gilfillan Bros., for 
sample showings during Xmas 
period. One of the last radio set 
makers to get into the picture, Gill- 
fillan now has a pilot run under way 
and will start full production after 
the New Years. Initial entry will be 
a combo console with standard and 
FM radio, phonograph and a 10-inch 
screen teleset. 


Winget’s AP Tele Spot 
Washington, Dec. 9. 
Associated Press last Friday 
}announced appointment of Rader 








SWITCH ON 10 


Nation’s newspapers, which shied | 
away from an association with radio 
during that industry’s early days, 
have jumped into television with a 
vengeance. 


reveals that seven of the 17 tele sta- 
tions now on the air are owned by 
newspaper outfits. In addition, 24 
of a total of 104 companies that 
have either been granted construc- 
tion permits or have application 
pending, own and operate news- 
papers. Consumer press thus rep- 
resents the largest single interest 
now investing in video with the pos- 
sible exception of established AM 
radio networks and indie 
who are doubling into tele. 


papers into the tele industry simply | 
means, according to industry ob-/j; 
servers, that they apparently don’t | 
want to repeat their experience with | 


a listing of radio logs and that radio 
columns have helped to boost their 
circulations. And, while 
have drained off some of the avail- 
able advertising revenue, there’s 
still enough to support both media. 

Position of thé news 


manager of the N. Y. Daily News, 
which is presently constructing a 
station in N. Y. Speaking at a recent 
meeting of the Radio 








(5) - 


Winget as editor of the AP’s new, 


television newsreel service here. 
Winget has been desk supervisor 
AP world service in New 


; on tele peeping, 
' sould be done by dozens of spies. | 
it’s more comfortable in a! 


Club in N. Y., Flynn declared: 
view our 
field, now limited to television, 

a supplement to the service we now 
offer the N. Y. public. 

“The recognized possibilities of 
radio operation complementing and 
supplementing newspaper operations 
are particularly true in television. 

(Continyed on page 48) 


tddy Launche 
Capt. Eddy S 
¢ ? 
WBKB ‘Trainee’ Plans To 
Cushion Technician Raids 
Chicago, Dec. 9. 

To cushion current raiding of tele 
technicians, Capt. Bill Eddy, direc- 
tor of WBKB, Chicago, last week 
(3) announced a 12-month plan to 
accept a limited number of video 
trainees at exec levels. Idea is not 
to convert WBKB into a training 
school, but merely to add qualified 
trainees to existing crews. 

Trainees, subject to review by an 
advisory board, will be accepted 
from C.P. tele stations, ad agencies, 
unions with tele jurisdiction, and 
tele jurisdiction, and educational in- 
stitutions. Trainees will not be re- 
quired to pay fees and are to be 
kept on the payrolls of sponsoring 
organizations. Maximum number of 
“grads” to be turned out is estimated 
at Jess than 100. 

Five trainees already have been 
certified for schooling. A tele direc- 
tor and a chief engineer from Fort 
Industries, which has c.p.’s for De- 
troit and Toledo stations, will join 
WBKB crews Jan. 1. Station WBAP, 
Ft. Worth, Tex., has arranged for ac- 
ceptance of a program director and, 
two engineers. Maximum 





number 
in training at one time ranges from 
six to eight, depending on scope of 
WBKB operations. 

Intensive raiding now in progress 
has cost WBKB six exec technicians. 





TELE PEEPING 
Chicago, Dec. 9. 

Big Nine college conference here 
this week may take up the question 
of tele scouting of football foes. 
Present Big Nine code provides for 
one official observer and a makxi- 
mum: of three ganders at forthcom- 
ing opponents. 

So far there aren't any restrictions 
which conceivably, 


(Besides, 


‘tavern than in a pressbox.) 


radio might | 


‘papers in tele- 
vision has perhaps best ‘been summied | off the CBS lines for coverage of a 
up by F. M. Flynn, prez and general | football game in order to fulfill its | 





| thus 


| was consequently listed 
| contract 
| Mills 


SPAPERS MOVE IN ON TELE 





RADIO. ATTITUDE: 


Survey of the current video scene | 


stations | 


Reason for the mass influx of news- 


radio. Most of them formed their | 
early aversion to AM broadcasting | 
when it looked as though radio 
might grab off much of their ad- 
vertising money. Since then, how- 
ever, they’ve learned that. their 
readers have practically demanded 


'ABC, CBS to Share Chrysler Bldg. 
Site: WJZ-TV Sel for Mid- 48 Preem 








Executives fall 
“We | tween the N. Y. Yankees and Brook- 
entrance into the aggre, \lyn Dodgers would be. played at 


| Charles E. Butterfield, radio editor | 





‘meeting on station operation. 





Washington, Dec. 9. 
after prowling almost a year 
a suitable television transmitter 


ABC, 


for 


L. A. Barroom ‘Scalpers’ 


Hollywood, Dec. 9. site in N. Y., now plans to get 
si Senlants are. the atts together with CBS for joint use of 
z Ss s > e | e . . 
ane atoll it appears pom Lo ithe Chrysler building tower for its 
- i Ps os 

ae ‘. “a WJZ-TV an ~BS’ ’. outlet 
Angeles’ barkeeps are no differ- WCBS oy Ses phi =. ot 
" . oe he ° Je y ( ark } 

ent than those of Gotham. Here, ci . . “Tn p 
too, the imminent Rose Bow! first, time in_ television's history 
a i , me ariel = a mn 1 j that two competing station have 

a - > Ss r $ es LOC ° 

om E 8 ‘3 . used the same transmitter site and 


positions, preferential treatment 
based on types of potables con- 
sumed and other polite piracy at- 
tendant on the televising of a big 
event. Some bars plan loading 
up and then locking the doors 


will give ABC its long-awaited go- 
| ahead for the web’s full five-station 
operation. 

In a statement filed with the FCC 
| this week, ABC pointed out that its 


after the game and Tournament | present contruction paren ey 
~~ prea deibowina the paté templates installation of its N. Y. 
ae set on big rate. bs fights peesererr~ atop the General Elee- 

5 yn? tric building. GE engineers have 


World Series, ete. 
isa | recently 


however, 


informed their company, 
that the building will not 








| support the necessary transmitting 
;and antenna equipment without ex- 
Damen- Pythias tensive structural alterations, GE 
jbas thus decided that leasing ef 


the tewer to ABC would be imprac- 
| ticable and so ABC has becn forced 
to abandon plans for locating its 
transmitter there. 

Web told the FCC that it's already 
completed preliminary arrangements 
jwith CBS for joint use of the 
| Chrysler building tower. Negotia- 
In | tions for a lease cov ering such joint 

|eccupancy are new in the werks. 
could happen only in a medium as/pjans call for the installation of 
new as television; DuMont last Sun- | both a tele and FM antenna for the 
day (7) was forced to take a feed; two webs. Engineering studies are 
| how under —_ to determine what 
j alterations will be necessary to the 
| tewer and what antenna systems 
will work best under the joint oper- 


Stuff Sure Is 
Embarrassing 


one of those situations that | 


contract with a sponsor. 
Seems the DuMont staffers last | ation plan. 


believed Sunday’s game be- | Gase oe Rhee gece 13 
| me ave been 


|plans to 


arrange- 
completed, ABC 
up the full speed ahead 
|sign for construction of WJZ-TV 
and to begin broadcasting by the 
|}middle of next summer on channel 
|No. 7. Order has already been 
n the | placed for transmitter and studio 
Spring | cquipment and ABC plans to spend 
Fabrics to bankroll all the hares before hitting the air. 
Yankee home football airings. Early | Qnee the N. Y. station is operating, 
last week, however, DuMont learned | ABC hopes to follow up with its 
to its consternation that the game prae four assigned stations within 
was to be played at Ebbets Field iN | the following year. Chicago will be 
Brooklyn, which would make it 8 / the next station in the network, with 
CBS exclusive. | its transmitter located atop the 
With one more regular season | Civic Opera Bldg. It’s expected to 
game listed on its contract with | begin operating by early fall next 
Spring Mills and no more forth- | year. ABC will tee off its Los An- 
coming from the Stadium, DuMont | geles operation immediately after- 
applied for permission to CBS to! wards, with the L. A. transmitter 
cut in on the CBS airing. CBS thus | atop Mt. Wilson. San Francisco, 
handled the game and it was carried | with a transmitter on the Sutra 
by both stations in N. Y. Unique |estate, and Detroit, utilizing the 
part of the arrangement was that | Macabecs Bldg., will start broad- 
CBS did the game as a sustainer | casting early in 1949. 


and DuMont had itself a sponsor. 
In addition, Bill Slater announced Vid Bi K 
Pouring Into D.C 
curing into D.L. 


the wame for DuMont in the same 
booth as Don Dunphy, who worked 
Washington. Dec. 9. 
Rush of video bids is still big news 


the game for CBS. 
Amused bystanders are now ask- 
ing what would have happened if 
two major radio webs, such as NBC 
and CBS, found themselves in the 
same situation for a radio show. 
| here with a half-dozen applications 
jfor new stations reaching Washing- 
{ton in the last five days. 
New requests have been received 
|from the Cincinnati Times-Star sta- 
tion WKRC (owned by the family 


TBA TO MAKE ANNUAL 
AWARDS AT N.Y. CLINIC 
of Sen. Robert Taft), bidding for the 
No. 11 slot in Cincy: the Wyoming 


Annual awards of the Television 
Broadcasters Assn. are to be made 
today (Wed.) at a luncheon which . 
will highlight TBA’s one-day clinic Valley Broadcasting Co.. WELK. for 
at the Hotel Waldorf-Astoria, N. Y. | te No. 11 channel in Wilkes-Barre; 
Award winners have been select- the Lehigh Valley Broadcasting Co., 
Mis WSAN, for the No. 8 position in 
Allentown; Summit Radio Corp. 
WAKR, for Akron; the Jefferson 


ed by a special committee working 
under the chairmanship of Para- 

|Standard Broadcasting Co. WBT, 
(Continued on page 46) 


Siadium, N. Y., and would 
available under DuMont’s 
with the Yankees. Game 
when the 


| Yankee 
be 
contract 


was signed with 











mount veepee Paul Raibourn. Com- 
mittee includes: Edward W. Barrett. 
editorial director of Newsweek; | 





Ma- 


KTLA Claims Tele Record 
With 7-Hour Programming 


Hollywood, Dec. 9. 

| Paramount’s KTLA is now pro- 
| gramming seven hours daily, a figure 
| believed to be the nation’s top if not 


of the Associated Press; Jerry 
son, associate editor of This Week 
mag. and Eric Hodgins, veepee of 
Time, Inc. Awards are to be given 
in three separate categories, with 
emphasis on tele programming. 
More than 300 TBA members and 
associate members, including broad- 
casters, manufacturers, ad agency | the world’s. 
representatives and film execs, are | It’s music and news from three to 
expected to attend the clinic, which | five p.m. daily, followed by regular 
this year will replace TBA’s usual | shows from seven to 11 p.m., not in- 
two-day convention. cluding special one-shot events, and 
Reorganization meeting of the | shortly it adds an hour for what 
TBA directorate will be held this must be the world’s first eight-hour 
afternoon, to be folowed by a panel | day in tele, the latter addition a day- 
time segment, 


— 
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B’casters to Get Chance on Wage, Hour 
Clarification at Special D.C. Session 





' : Washington, Dec. 9. + 


Broadecasiers will get a chance to 
plead for clarification of Wage and 
Hour Law definitions governing “ex- 
ecutive, administrative, professional 
end outside sales’ employees at a 
special hearing here Jan. 7 before 
dhe Wage and Hour Administrator. 
The hearing was requested by Rich- 


ard P. Doherty, director of the Em- . 


ployer-Employee Relations Dept. of 
the National Assn. of Broadcasters. 

In preparation for the hearing. 
Doherty is soliciting info from 
broadcasters on the following ques- 
tions raised by Wage and Hour in- 


spectors. The professional nature 
of duties performed by staff and 
freelance announcers; news com- 


mentators, sportscasters, home econ- 
omists, special events announcers, 


etc.; the exemption status of chief | 


announcers, chief engineers, pro- 
gram directors, news editors, etc.; 
exemption status of announcers, en- 
zineers and other employees custom- 
arily performing other 
outside salesmen and the require- 
ment that certain profit-sharing and 
bonus payments be _ included in 
“average earnings” used as a basis 
for determining overtime pay. 

Doherty pointed out in a letter to 
NAB member stations that unless 
the Wage and Hour Law is over- 
hauledvas result of hearings in prog- 
ress on Capitol Hill, the Jan. 7 hear- 
jing represents the broadcasters’ best 
chance of informing the Government 
about “inequities’ which result 
from the “inflexible application of 
the Act” to the radio industry. The 
same Jan. 7 hearing will also con- 
sider a petition from the ClO United 
Electrical Workers that a minimum 
salary of $500 a month be required 
for radio employees 
“executive, administrative, or pro- 
fessional.” 

NAB to Speak for All 
Meanwhile, FM Assn. director Bill 


Bailey informed the Wage and Hour 


Subcommittee of the House Labor 
Committee over the weekend that 
FMA will let the NAB speak for all 
broadcasters in recommending 
changes in the Fair Labor Standards 
Act. 

Last month, Doherty suggested 
overhauling the Act to permit over- 
time payments based only on regu- 
Jar hourly rates of pay for standard 
work weeks, as defined in union con- 
tracts or agreements between station 

» owners and employees. This would 
relieve employers from paying over- 
time on profit-sharing and bonus 
payments, talent fees and salesmen’s 
commissions. 

Doherty also recommended revi- 

~ gion of the law so that non-union- 
ized broadcasters could inaugurate 
guaranteed annual wage plans un- 
der the same _ circumstances as 
unionized employees. A final recom- 
mendation called for creation of a 
special Advisory Industry Committee 
to counsel the Hour and Wage Ad- 
ministrator on special broadcasting 
problems. The NAB official pointed 
out that since 1938 the average an- 
nual earnings of fulltime radio staff- 
ers have been 70% above the .na- 
tional average for all industry and 
thé minimum wage set in the Act is, 
therefore, “only of academic concern 
to radio.” 


‘Star Ranger’ Sues ‘Lone 
Ranger’ for 506, Also 
To Stop ‘Harassing’ Him 


Detroit, Dec. 9. 
Radio’s Lone Ranger, whose own- 
ers often have fought in the courts 
to sustain their rights, are on the 
defendant end of a $50,000 suit filed 
in federal court (5) by Earl W. Cur- 
rey who says Lone Ranger, Inc., has 
been interfering with his right to 
use the name “Lone Star Ranger.” 
According to Currey, who de- 
scribes himself .as “a real cowboy 
from Texas,” he’s been operating as 
the Lone Star Ranger for 25 years, 
end has raised and trained white 
horses named Silver Chief, Silver 
King and plain Silver (like the radio 
Lone Ranger's horse) for years. 
Some of the horses were born before 
the Lone Ranger ever hit the air. 
He is suing the Lone Ranger and 
iwo sponsors, American Bakery and 
General Mills, accusing them of 
making him lose contracts by calling 
him an imposter, and he wants an 
injunction to prevent them from 
“harassing and vilifying” him. 





services as | 


classified as | 


Larry Adler Topped 


Warned. that because of CBS’ 
own hookup with Columbia Rec- 
ords not to plug Decca, har- 
monicaist Larry Adler thought 
he’d put it over in a “cute” man- 
ner by telling the public, on a 
recent guest-shot, “that because 
of Columbia Broadcasting Sys- 





tem’s alliance with Columbia 
| records,” etc. 
| The announcer’ topped him, 


however, after the performance 
by signing him off, “Thank you 
| Borrah Minevitch.” 








Director Slate 
Named by BBC 


London, Dec. 9. 

Recent formation of a new Board 
of Management has resulted in elec- 
| tion of a new slate of directors for 
|the British Broadcasting Corp. New 
'director of administration is Air 
|Marshall Sir Norman _ Botiomley, 
|who served as deputy chief of air 
| Staff during 1941-45 while Sir Noel 
| Ashbridge, former députy director- 
|} general, becomes director of tech- 
‘nical services. 
Other appointments are B. E. 
| Nicolls, former senior controller, as 
| director of Home Services; Maj.-Gen. 





|ropean Services, is new director of 
hoeecvens Services. Yet to be an- 
| nounced is the director of talks and 
news. Post of television head, made 
| vacant by the ‘resignation of Mau- 
| Fice Gorham, has been filled by Nor- 
;man Collins 
| been in charge of the Light Pro- 
}gram. Thomas Chalmers, Collins's 
| assistant, is acting head of the Light 
| Program. 












Petrillo 


| 
| Continued from page 29 
| reminded’ Petrillo that this medium 
[wee still generally in the cocoon 
| Stage, as far as commercial possibili- 
|ties were concerned. They added 
that tele operators could not at the 
| present time guarantee him any 
| sort of employment nor a compen- 
| sation scale that was anywhere near 
| that of radio. 

The web officials also reiterated 
that, under the circumstances, they 
could not help him with his employ- 
ment problem outside their own 
precincts, Also, they would not as- 
sume to talk for any outside broad- 
casters or serve as go betweens, as 
they have on previous like situa- 
tions with the AFM. 

Petrillo was 
callers, who included Mark Woods, 
ABC prez; Frank F. Mullen, NBC 
executive v. p.; Frank White, CBS 
Vv. p., and Robert Swezey, Mutual 
Vv. p.-gen. mgr. As he has done on 
such occasions previously, the AFM 
| prexy indicated his caution in pro- 
| ceeding with FM and television. He 
|asserted the union has missed the 
boat on sound films and said he’s 
determined there'll not be any repe- 
tition in some other field of enter- 
tainment. 

Digressing near the close of the 
session, Petrillo recalled a recent 
air show routine of Jimmy Durante, 
the AFM boss adding, “that Durante’s 
a helluva guy!” 

Much significance was attached 
by the network foursome to a re- 
mark which Petrillo let drop to one 
of his own mén during the huddle. 
Said Petrillo, “Let’s tell them now. 
Why wait five or six weeks?” 

One of the web officials today 
(Tues.) appeared to be of the 








union was left no alternative but to 
terminate all network employment. 
Such authority was voted Petrillo 
by his executive board last October. 

it is understood that the networks 
| are prepared to go along with the 
|AFM in supporting Congressional 
| legislation designed to give musicians 
|a stake in recordings and perhaps 
arrange for the restricted playing of 





phonograph records on the air, 
something similar to the system 
| whieh prevails in England. Under 


|the British system, the playing of 
| recordings on the air are limited to 
|@ number of hours a day. 


Sir Ian Jacob, former head of Eu- | 


who previously had | 


amiable with his | 


Opinion that Petrillo would next ad- | 
| vise the networks that since they | 
had not come up with a plan for | 
increased musician employment his | 


4 Networks 


scramble for lens positions. It’s es- 
timated that demands for facilities 
in the way of broadcasting booths 
and video camera vantage points 
will be three times greater than at 
any past conventions. 


320 Network Staffers 


The four networks, as nearly as 
could be determined this week, ex- 
pect to have a total of about 320 
staffers on hand, counting the tech- 
nicians and others, as well as news- 
casters. NBC tops the list with plans 
‘to assign a total of 118, 38 of them 
| for tele alone. ABC expects its crew 
'to total about 100, CBS about 50 to 
| 60. and Mutual perhaps 30 to 40. 
| While most web toppers hesitate 
| at this point to estimate the probable 





| costs, an NBC exec figured that | 
iweb’s outlay would be close to 
' $1,000,000. and that the combined 


'eost to all nets, including time can- | 


| cellations, would exceed $3,000,000. 
He pointed out that coverage of the 
11944 conventions cost NBC, minus 
lany television at that time, about 
| $600,000 of which roughly half rep- 
;resented time cancellations. 
| News toppers of the four webs 
|met last month and flipped for booth 
'positions. As they have done in the 
| past, the four nets will share equally 
in the expense of installing the floor 
por trac basa system, with NBC han- 
|dling the job under the supervision 
lof George McElrath, the web’s di- 
‘rector of engineering operations. 
| Heaviest coverage is expected -to 
be given the Republican confab, 
opening June 21, inasmuch as a battle 
| is expected for the GOP nomination, 
| whereas President Truman is almost 
| certain to be renominated at the 
Demo session, starting July 11. 
CBS’ Topflight Barrage 

As an indication of the concen- 
tration of gabbers slated to be on 
| hand, CBS already has on the con- 
jvention assignment list almost its 
| entire bevy of domestic reporters, 
including Ed Murrow, Lowell Thorn- 
las, Bill Henry, Richard 
| Eric Severeid, Don Pryor, Charles 
| Collingwood, Bill Downs, Don Hol- 
lenbech, Quincy Howe, Winston 
|Burdette, Joseph C. Harsch and 
Doug Edwards. All the webs expect 
to pull in correspondents from prin- 
|cipal news points and funnel them 
into Philly. All say they'll cancel 
programs for all major convention 
| speeches and “wherever the devel- 
/opments warrant,” in addition to 
originating dozens of special broad- 
casts from the scene 

It’s in tele, however, that the most 
industry excitement 
prevail, what with the major video 
interests scrambling for private use 
of the Washington-N, Y. coaxial 
cable when it’s not carrying pooled 
pickups. Eight pooled cameras will 
be in operation at both conventions; 
feeding continuous pickups to NBC, 
CBS, ABC, DuMont and individual 
stations. NBC will be feeding a net- 
work of six outlets or more, using 
a special Philly-N. Y. air relay set 
{up in cooperation with Philco for 
;some of the pickups. In addition, 
'NBC will shoot tele newsreels for 








Louis and possibly elsewhere. 

CBS is playing its tele coverage 
plans close to the vest, but promises 
|some newsworthy surprises. For 
jone thing, CBS is going to shun 
|pooled commentaries and make use 
jof its own star gabbers to do the 
;chatter accompanying the video 


pickups. Web is working closely with | 


J. D. Levy and Dr. Leon Levy, of 


| WCAU-TV, Philly, in blueprinting | 


| coverage plans. 

Television newsreel committee, 
representing all video interests ex- 
|pecting to cover the convention (in- 
'cluding AP, UP and INS news serv- 
‘ices), is headed by Paul Mowrey, na- 
|tional television director of ABC. 
'Group had meetings under way last 
, week mapping preliminary plans. 
'ABC’s own plans, beyond servicing 
,a number of regular tele outlets, are 
}uncertain at this point, owing to de- 
‘lays in getting the web's own video 
stations on the air. 





Hartley’s ‘Cavalcade’ 


| Arnold Hartley, winner of a 
| Variety award in 1945, has authored 
a haif-hour transcribed show for the 
United Press, dramatizing the 10 
| biggest news stories of 1947, as se- 
| lected by UP editors. 

Platters of the show, titled “Cav- 
| aleade of 1947,” are being distributed 
on_ request to UP ‘radio news clients 
for airing between Christmas and 
New Year's. Rate at which requests 
are coming in indicate 90% of the 


agency's clienis will ask for the 
airer, UP reports. 
Hartley is program manager of 





WOV, N. Y. indie. 










Hottelet, | 


is, certain to) 


stations in Detroit, Milwaukee, St. | 


The Better 


forwarding to FCC. 
But oldtimers here are quick to 


had “demonstrated a high degree 


Plant Corp. contracts.) 





degraded association of Horses’ 


to Hang By 


Washington, Dec. 9, 


There doesn't seem to be any debate about. the fact FCC Commis- 
sioner Clifford J. Durr walked headfirst into a lion’s den in challeng- 
ing the “loyalty” info FBI crief J. Edgar Hoover is in the habit of 


point out it isn’t the first time Durr 


has stuck his neck out—without regard to the consequences. Hanging 
in his office is a small, framed invitation to membership in the Royal 
Order of Giraffes—a select Chicago society whose members are few 
and carefully chosen. The invite, 


dated 1945, was issued because he 
of mental fortitude, coupled with a 


deliberate and studied indifference to his personal fate and fortunes.” 
(As a member of the Reconstruction Finance Corp. in 1940 Durr had 
frequently challenger RFC Chairman Jesse Jones’ handling of Defense 


The Royal Order of the Giraffes concludes with the hope Durr will 
not lapse in his eligibility to remain a giraffe and descend into “the 
Necks.” 
Commissioner is in no danger of losing his ROG membership. 


To date it looks as if the 














on leads and tips furnished by the 
FBI on a particular group of radio 
| bidders. 





Durr Invites Probe 


Durr immediately seconded the 
| Indianian’s demand for an investi- 
gation but insisted that not only the 


| findings but the hearings themselves 


should be public. Maintaining that 
“nothing is more dangerous to the 
preservation of our demoeratic sys- 
tem of government than for the 
operations of its agencies, depart- 
ments and bureaus to be cloaked in 
secrecy,” the FCC member declared 
Congress and the public were en- 
titled to the “fullest possible infor- 
mation” on these loyalty reports. 
The public should know, Durr 
said, just how much of the informa- 
tion FBI furnishes to other agencies 
“relates to national security and law 
| enforcement” and how much “ie- 
| lates to the activity of persons en- 
the peaceful advocacy of 


| gaged in 


| political, social and economic phi- 
| losophies.” 
“Those accused as well as the 


| public are éntitled to know whether 
the accusers are responsible people 
| who know what they are talking 


| about, Or are mere ‘tattlers and 
busybodies, speaking things which 
| they ought not.’” (Durr’s quote is 


| from the Bible, a check at his office 
, revealed), 

Durr and Capehart also crossed 
swords on the subject of whether 
|the FBI reports were solicited by 
'FCC and to what extent the police 
| agency attempts to avaluate the info 
it receives, 

Both Capehart and FCC Commis- 
' sioner Jones in his statement main- 
tained that the then FCC Chairman 
Charles R. Denny had asked Hoover 
for loyalty reports on one group of 
station bidders. To which Durr re- 
plied: 

‘It is apparent the Senator himself 
was not furnished full information 

. . on the sequence of events. . 


» of a memorandum from the FBI to 
the Commission which antedated 
and prompted Chairman Denny's 
| letter of Nov. 27, 46” (which solic- 
| ited more info from Hoover on the 
| Same group). 





| In that memo, Durr added, Hoover | 


| had advised the FCC flatly: 

“F thought you would be inter- 
ested in knowing that an examina- 
tion of this list reflects that the ma- 
jority of these individuals are mem- 
bers of the Communist Party or 
have affiliated themselves with the 
activities of the Communist move- 
ment.” : 

Hoover, when questioned Friday 
(5), said he was standing pat on an 
earlier statement that FBI would 
“be derelict in its duty” if it did not 
forward to other agencies informa- 
tion in its files. The rest of the FCC 
bench, with the exception of Com- 


the scrap. Jones 
both the FCC law department and 
Durr last week for not reopening a 
hearing record to examine the activ- 
ities of station bidders in the light 
of FBI reports. Durr, in his Friday 
statement, repeated that he was 
speaking only for himself and not 
the FCC, 

Capehart, meanwhile, interjected 
a blast at still another angle of what 
he called “this smelly case.” Said 
he: “We are told that the reports 
made by the FBI were not shown 
to all FCC members at the time of 


cently did some members 
these reports had been made. 
suppressed ‘them? 
suppressed? 


learn 
Who 
Why were they 
Why were they chan- 





Capehart Accuses Durr 


He was not, for example, informed | 


missioner Jones, is staying clear of | 
issued a blast at 


their submission and that only re- | 











4 Continued from page 27 == 

by his friend—FCC Commissioner ;neled through one Commissioner? 
Robert F. Jones—earlier in the | (Durr).” 

week that FCC was “derelict in its He ‘concluded: “When one sees 
duty” for failing to follow through | Communists operating on a thou- 


sand fronts, it is not surprising they 
would like to control broadcasting 
stations.” 








Nielsen 





proudly pointed out that “a wealth 
of data is included in its 44 pages, 
and yet it slips so easily and lightly 
into the pocket that no one could be 
conscious of its bulk.” Pocketpiece 
contains, as a new feature, ratings 
for sponsored time periods, Nielsen 
noted. ’ 


Just how NRI will be able to de- 
lives speedier rating service hasn't 
been deitrmined. Slowness of Niel- 


sen’s reporting is still one of NRI’s 
major handicaps. 


Feltis Says BMB Is Seund 
Denying that a financial crisis 
exists and that industry sentiment “is 
growing that the BMB board needs 
the inclusion of hard-hitting busi- 
nessmen, Hugh Feltis, BMB presi- 
dent, said yesterday ‘(Tues.) that the 


research organization is in sound 
financial health and that its board 
is well balanced between business- 


men, researchers and industry asso- 
ciation executives. 
“Annual income from present sub- 


scriptions,” said Feltis, “run above 
$425,000 a year. These subscribers 
can be expected to continue their 


subscriptions at least until publica- 
tion of the 1949 survey findings in 
the fall of that year. And, having 
maintained their subscriptions for 
three years to get the 1949 data. it 
is reasonable to expect that they will 


Continued from page 28 ————' 





‘ 


continue to subscribe for an addi-- 


} tional two years to get their 1951 
figures. Thus the present subscrip- 
tions represent a continuing incon e. 
In addition new subscriptions sare 
| being received both from old sta- 


| tions and those beginning opera- 
| tion.” 
Taking exception to Vanrirty's 


| Statement that industry sentiment 
sought the inclusion of more hard- 
hitting businessmen on BMB’s board, 
| Feltis said, “If this is true. it is the 
| best kept secret in the industry's his- 
tory. As a matter of fact, a ma- 
jority of the board already consists 
| of businessmen, whose hard-headed- 
ness is attested both by their re- 
_Sponsibilities within their organiza- 
, tions and by the reputations of their 
| organizations for sound, hard-headed 
business judgment.” 


Philly AFRA Chartered 


Philadelphia, Dec. 9. 

The Philadelphia Local of the 
American Federation of Radio Art- 
ists was chartered last week by the 
union's national office in New York. 

It’s jurisdiction covers surround- 
ing territory in Pennsylvania, New 
Jersey, Delaware and Maryland, and 
plans are already under way to en- 
roll members from Norristown and 
Reading, Pa., and Atlantic City and 
Wilmington. 

At the chapter's first biennial 
membership meeting Bill Hart, of 
\station WCAU, Philadelphia, was 
elected president. Other officers are 
'George Cahan, of WFIL. Philly. vice- 





|president; Alan Gans, of KYW, 
Philly, secretary, and George 
'Thomas, WCAU, treasurer. The 


executive board includes the above 
officers, plus the shop stewards at 
‘the various stations, as follows, Fred 
| Webber, WFIL:; Gene Crane, WCAU, 
and Gans, KYW. 
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The Next Seven Pages 
ARE NOT Advertising... 


These are the words chosen at their 
typewriters by reporters and re- 
viewers. . . . Not one line of adver- 
tising treatment has been added to 
what they have to say. . . . On the 
following pages is the color, the ac- 
tion, the excitement and the crowd 


lure which the ladies and gentle- 

















men of the press in three cities dis- 
covered during September, October 
and November about 


HILDEGARDE 
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San Francisco Examiner 


Hildegarde's Back---and Nob Hill's 
Night Life Is Whirling Again 


\N TUESDAY evening, they reopened the Peacock Court 
4 t the Mark elt _For the past twelve a vu 
famed supper room has more or less on its vacation. 
Trae Vanoud Danas Have PIAVEC TESTS Te RTOS 
of guests and patrons has managed to‘ keep the franchise 
alive (and Dorothy Shay, for awhile, administered effective 
artificial respiration), but on the whole, the room could 
have just as easily and as profitably been used for pin ball 
machines or lodge meetings. 


SOMETHING SORT OF STRANGE-ISH IN LOBBY 


Tuesday, Hildegarde officiated at the reopening of 
the place and everyone showed up for the occasion but 
Warren Shannon and Al. Williams’ parrots. It was the sort 
of-a thing that hotel press agents like to describe as “a gala 
occasion,” and a lot of Bromo should have been sold on 
Wednesday morning. Leave us face it, Hildy was 


x pretty wonderful: She is? prob 
OU sensed something unusual/ably the only performer, in en- 


a3 sqon as you entered the|tertainment. history whd sings 
main lobby. Then you realized|successfully with a pleasant 











that it wes 2 eandy booth selling 
Blum’s candy. Finding Blum’s in 
the Mark is like finding the Pal- 
ace’s Mr. ‘Bach athe St. Francis, 
so thoroughly has ‘this outfit 
been tied up with the Fairmont 
and Monsieur Swig. Blum’s ap- 
parently had a straight tip. 
The Lower Bar was abundantly 
full of dinner coats and long 


speaking voice. Her jokes are 
still corny, but pleasantly corny. 





would you do with a beautiful 
woman who was devastatingly 
witty, too? Who ever hears of 
\Dorothy Parker now? And what 
lif she isn’t dble to juggle, or do a 
tap dance, or sing about Uncle 
Fud. Neither could Helen of Troy 


And when you think of it, what 


Wednesday, December 10, 1947 


Hob Nobbing With Everett Johannes 


“All of a sudden my heart sings 
When I remember little things .. .” 


The great room is dark and quiet, and the 
voice singing that French song is hardiy more 
than a whisper, but clear, and only one pale 
stream of light dares the darkness and the still- 
ness anc settles on the £8CO piste ios 
of the blonde woman at the # ogg 
piano and traces ‘er profile 
in shadows on the deep col- 
ored wall behind. The wo- 
man’s name is Hildegarde and 
she is currently triumphant, 
- at Hotel Mark Hopkins across 
the bay, and after you've: 
listened to her songs, you'll 
know why discriminating peo-| %. : 
ple say that she is to a love @ 
song what Garbo is to Camille. § 

Hér show begins a little; ; 
after nine o'clock in the eve- : 
ning. Her show begins with as great a dis- 
play of showmanship as anything Ziegfeld ever 
dreamed up, “er show begins after all table 
candles have been blown out, and all conver- 
sation has dwindled, and all waiters have beat 
a retreat to the kitchen, for table service is 
suspended during the show. 

And, after the bit of theme music and the 
applause and after the spotlight has cut a 
path for her, and after the show has. started, 
you're just about as taken as Richmond .was 
when General Grant moved in. 

She sings, and gets off a few jokes which 
are just bad enough to be good, and she presents 
Hildegarde roses to a dozen lucky ones in the 


Bae ety 





secret. The longer you watch her, the more 
you are impressed, and the more you come to 
Tealize how hungry you have been for real talent, 

The recent trends in the entertainment field 
are responsible for this amazing lack of talent, 
I think. Hollywood has deluged the public with 
singers who can’t sing, actors who can't act, 
weak young men who whimper into microphones 
and overdressed women who think that songs 

ould be screamed rather than sung. » 

But because of this, the real troupers, the 
real entertainers, stand out like beacons. Be- 
cause of this Al Jolson and Sophie Tucker and 
Eddie Cantor are still going strong. And I'd say 
that Hildegarde is at least as good as any of 





ose giants of show business. 

She ¢an hold her own without the aid of any 
stooges. She can sell a song in the real tra- 
dition of: show business. She has that magic 
knack of making the audience like her right 
off. She knows how to close a song in a way 
that has the audience shrieking its approval. 
And that, for my money, is the true test of 
the showman. 

But after the laughs, the repartee, the lively 
songs, it is in the quiet. and darkened room 
that she reaches her height. A love song isn't 
just a.song to her—it’s a story, and she tells 
it that way. She goes to the piano and the 
lights trickle away, all but one soft. ‘ne, and 
suddenly her yoice grows sad and lost and wist- 
ful, and she seems alone, even in the -great 
room, and the words are a soliloquy and the 
love they tell about might as well be your own, 
fpr the song gets deep down in you. The sad 
and lost and wistful voice is all over the room, 
and you are seeing and hearing theater at its 


dresses _with people inside Of a4 she did all right, though | 


them. This is a fact worth not- | qon't believe that she ever played 
ing, because the local bel monde ' the Poneeek: Court, see 


has not: been dressing up very 
elaborately lately, except to get UNDER HER SPELL— 
married or buried. They were, wnat iildy did, as she stood 


Porc jararg vi Praga por up there for seventy intense— 


pe quips with the people at ringside. She is an 


audience, and she fusses with her hair and 
__.. pulls continually at the long black gloves which 
are one of her stocks in trade, and she exchanges 


best, as Hildegarde finishes ... 


“Your little laugh ang nalf surprise, 
The starlight gleaming in you eyes, 
The magic thrill that’s in your touch— 
Oh, darling, I love you so much.” 


zentertainer, a one-woman show, a trouper, one 











a? the very best. And thi 
\~ 
4 


perheps, is the 


Fd e OK 
> ’ €: 





The pugnaciously militant I’l- ‘sometimes dramatic, sometimes 
buy-yow-a-drink characters were 
making life miserable for each 
other. 


POOR OLD HARRY— 


The lady with the overstuffed 


as 

the name. “I do hope that 
won't call Harry out .there on 
floor and give him a rose. She 
i& always steered to certain men, 


Add any names that you can 
think of and they were probably 


At 9:30 all table lights, cigarets 
and bonfires were extinguished 
and it began to look as if there 
might be some Hildegarde soon. 
One of the greatest phases of 


sentimental, spmetimes gay— 
minutes, was to bring beauty and 
charm and romance into the ex- 
perience of many hundred. San 
Franciscans who are féd up with 
hot-stuff night club comedians, 
listening. to their own chatter, 


an@ reading about the Russians,|/ 


| 


Howard Hughes and Brother Bud 
Gollum of Long Beach. Listen to 
Hildegarde sing Bel Ami. and 
you'll be quite convinced that the 
only reason you never became a 
great lover or a femme fatale 
was because you were too busy. 
She makes sentimentalists out of 
pul listeners. 

: ader Hal 


Kammer produced the notes withi 
great competence, though he 
might leave some of the hot licks 
out of his own, personal, private 
singing, and Salvatore Gioe, of 
the bushy black hair, provides a 
beautiful piano background fo 












Hildegarde’s stardust. ' 





The lady with the overstuffed|4 


upholstery seemed to be a littl 
miffed as she propelled Ha 
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JACK BURKET 





LOOKING AROUND the top supper clubs there’s 1 

escaping the evidence that the gals have the spotlights and 
the stardust to sprinkle on them. It’s seldom that we have 
in town at “one time such entertainers as Hildegarde, Gina Janss, 
& Lucienne Boyer, Anne Triola and next Tuesday Frances Faye. 


’ THE CHARM of Hildegarde remains unchanged and her hold 
on an audience, always amazing, shows no signs 
of diminishing in her appearance at the Mark’s 
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Manager Anna Sosenko’s produc: ahead of her at departure. “She| 








tion skill is her ability to make'does pick the oddest people to 
a great occasion of her star’s en- Sive those roses to. She used to Mark Hepkins, S. F. 


Sectideien : give them only to prominent San Francisco, Aug. 20. 
drums nd Rusaien spice "22 men." She wasnt nthe least in] | | udverde"Soasor” Hal” Ren 
“music. Incense. Shhhhhhhhhhh! terested in Harry's tie at this wae sone 


A waiter named Herman who ?0™- \i/ 








The impact of Hildegarde is a 
sock in current stanza as it was last 


blindly sought to bring a brace of | season when she captured the town 


crab cocktails to a brace of 


for fo . 
hungering citizens was beheaded ur weeks of tboff biz 


in the Mark Hopkins’ Peacock Court. 





0 olan i ag AP a Rn ‘Turning on the traditional Hilde- 
Sef the atte nent, THE SAN FRANCISCO NEWS. @. traditional’ Hilie 


‘himself. The cable cars outside in 
California Street Were halted and 


garde magic, plus nifty wardrobe 
= now Aig A ye the chanteuse 
ewite t am-packe i 

night crowd. ee re 
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the bells at Grace Cathedral muf. 
fled. 


appearing at Hotel Mark Hopkins, wears the two Adrian. suits 
sketched left. Upper: Winter navy with big white pearl -buttons.: 





LOVELY TO LOOK AT and pleasant to hear, Hildegarde, now’ | 








“Opening with “It’s So Nice To 
Nice To our Neighbor” and Ao 
“Ask Anyone Who Knows,” Hilde- 
ee: moves into her own with “Oo 
a La” and her nifty “There's No 


tapering off to “Be Good To Your- 
self’ for the first half of her stanza. 
With the customers now in the palm 
of her hand she carries on with a 
piano selection, Tschaikéwsky's 
Valse from The Nutcracker Suite, 
expertly done, backed by Sal- 
vatore and Hal Kanner's ‘Orch. 

To round out stint of over an hour, 
She also gives out on “I Was Lucky” 
.(in French and English), “Bel Ami” 
and “I'm Going To See You Today,” 
with such standbys as “Vienna In 
Spring Time” and “Gypsy in My- 
welt —pouring on “And gS 

Always A Lady” and “Ca Fait 
m”" for good measure, and piano 
medley of Sivauss Waitzes. for nale 
Of to golid acclaim. ; 





Business Like Show Business,” * 


Peacock Court. To her fans, Hildy can do no 
wrong. Her every move dominates them in a way 
that can be compared only to the idolatry with 
which sports fans once held Babe Ruth and 
Jack Dempsey. Expressions on their faces are 
comparable to the eagerness with which the 
sports customers once pulled for the Babe to 
knock the next pitch over the fence or for 
Dempsey to land the kayo blow. In the same way, 
Hildy’s fans puli for the Milwaukee chautoosy to 
make good on every note she sings and every 
quip she offers. 








o ° © 

Hildy has the ability to size up her audience. instantly and then 
pluck the right strings on its collective heart. The big names and the 
big bank balances in any town she plays are invariably at ringside tables. 
Hildy plays it to the hilt and her greatest charm lies in her ability, to 
handle the celebrities she lures to the microphone and the ad-libs she 


exchanges with them on the floor. Hildy seldom is topped, but she. 


always leaves her prey laughing. 


ccce* San Francisco Examiner 
‘Mom’ Chung Stages a Farewell Party 
Before Hildegarde Bestows Last Rose 





PENINGS AT THE HOTEL supper rooms are stock 
material for a department of this kind; today we repor 
aclosing. Hildegarde's last evening in San Francisco is we 
worth reporting if only because her departures are seeming 





ocal toujours raie set present in force and di ne coats 
ne tempo for the evening was set several hours before 
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Hildy and 


Shopping for Art Observes: 


Hildegarde Followers Ready Their 


‘Bravos’ for Return Tonight 








Anna Go 


~—Sculpture by Gwen Lux, 


Hildegarde and Hildegarde 


By Spencer Barefoot 


FIER TWO HOURS, and 
some of the pleasantest 
conversation we have had 

‘in many a day, we feel qualified 
to pass on to you the story of 
Hildegarde-Sosenko, art collectors. 

We gathered the data we are 
about to reveal in the course of a 
visit one afternoon last week to a 
large, rose-filled apartment on the 
12th floor of the Mark Hopkins 
Hotel. In the chair opposite us sat 
a@ blonde and gray-eyed- young 
lady who is better known as the 
high priestess of a particular type 
of musical entertainment and 
running repartee than she is as & 
collector of paintings, but who may 
conceivably live to see the day 
when the two roles are reversed. 
Pacing feverishly about the room 
as she talked was Anna Sosenko, 
a dark-haired and brown-eyed 
young lady who is famous as the 
business manager of Hildegarde, 
and who may some time be still 
more renowned as an owner of, 
and expert on, modern art. 

*anna Sosenko was quick to tell 
us that the paintings she and 
Hildegarde have bought during 
the past 10 years are strictly a §0- 
50 affair. “We own the collection 
together,” she explained. “It was 
agreed from the first that I should 
“lo most of the buying. I had some 
tpare time, and Hildy had shows, 
interviews, broadcasts, hair-dress- 
ing and massage appointments, a 
thousand things to take her time 
and energy. I can get by on four 
hours’ sleep, Hildy needs nine. I. 
buy the pictures I want, and she 
buys the ones she wants. Some- 
timies we don’t agree at all.” 


INCE THE 75 OILS, 40 water 

colors and 150 prints on which 
the two have agreed, and not 
agreed, gre valued at a figure 
somewhere between $150,000 and 
$200,000, each of the young ladies 
has invested a considerable stake 
in furthering her interest in mod- 
ern painting. Barton Cumming, 
director of the Milwaukee Art In- 
stitute,.et which the Hildegarde- 
Sosenko pictures will have their 
‘first public showing on October 10, 
has called them “a quite excelent 
and very personal collection.” On 


that date, HITTEyaTte win return 
to her home town in the new role 
of patron of the arts. 


Pending the Milwaukte exhibi- 
tion, the Grant Woods, Thomas 
Bentons, William Groppers, John 
Steuart Currys, Adolf Dehns, Doris 
Lees, Raphael Soyers, George 
Schreibers and Peter Hurds, the 
Picasso drawings, Rowlandson 
water colors, Toulouse-Lautrec 
posters, the Renoir oi], the Boudin, 
the Grandma Moses, the Daumier 
lithographs, and the contemporary 
Irish oils are in the young ladies’ 
apartment in New York city’s 
Plaza Hotel: 


“Anna has arranged them very. 
well in the apartment,” Hildegarde 
told us. “Very artistically.” 


“They aren't arranged at~all,” 
said Anna. “There are too many 
of them. They fill every foot of 
wall space in the seven rooms.” 

“They are very attractively ar- 
ranged,” Hildegarde insisted. “My 
favorite of them all is Frederic 
Taubes’ ‘Girl with the Pinch.’ It%s 
my very favorite. And next is the 
small original painting Sigmund 
Menkes made for his prize-win- 
ning “Day's End.” I like that one 
very much, too.” 


“aT FIRST.” Anna explained, 

after she had answered long 
distance calls from New York and 
Los Angeles, “I began to collect 
emotionally. 1 suppose veryone 
does that first. Things I liked. And 
then one day I said to myself, ‘My 
God, I've got to know something 
about this.’ I went to the library, 
and the museums, and I bought 
books." I have read, read, read, 
until now it is beginning to come 
out of my ears and eyes. And I 
have studied paintings in every 
museum I have been able to see. 

“I have—I mean we have— 
wanted from the first to buy 
American works. A few European 
things now and then—there is a 
very beautiful Rovault we have 
our eyes on now—but mostly 
American pictures. An@ mostly 
paintings that interpret this coun- 
try.” 

We gianced at Hildegarde, and 
she said: “1 must confess I sin- 
cerely still like the less modern 
more than what i eall the really 
mad modern, in art. It is the sa 





Freddie F 











‘ a A LOVE SONG WHAT GARBO Is TO CAMILLE... YOU COME TO REALIZE 


HUNGRY YOU HAVE BEEN FOR REAL TALENT.” Times-Star, Alameda (Calif.) 





rancisco 


S. F. EXAMINER 
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Mark. 


The last time that I wondered how incomparable Hilde- 


I will only repeat what 


This is not a paid comm 


only and there aren’t enough roses in Christendom to buy 
Freddie. This department just willfully believes the lady 
offers the best entertainment this side of Congress. Granted 
that ghe hasn’t:a great voice. Granted that she is a trifle 
corny in the clinches. Granted that she does a very poor tap 


dance, or can't juggle, or doesn’t 
do nearly enough bumps and 
grinds. 

What she has got and what she 
does do add up to more glamour 
and atmosphere and to greater 
entertainment than any one has 
geen in San Francisco since—I 
oy say — the days of Jenny 


Is there any one tn the audi- 
ence who can remember the days 
of Jenny Lind? All right, athen, 
I will say it... the days of 
Jenny Lind. 


For the past several weeks the 
various Hildegarde clubs have 
been forming. The I-saw-her-in- 
New Yor k-and-she-left-me-cold 
club and the J-saw-her-in-New 
York-and-she-was-wonderful ‘asso- 
ciation. The She-ie-se-different- 
in-radio league and its auxiliary, 
the You-have-to-see-her-in-person 
guild. And, of course, there’s 
the Alliance-For-Believing-That- 
Anna Sosenk o-is-the-Brains-of- 
The-Act. None of this, adverse or 
favorable, seems to detract from 
Hildy’s draw. They all show up 
to check up on their own opin- 
ions, ami maybe get a rose. 


ANNA STILL BUSY— 


Anna Sosenko is very much on} 
hand, full — as usual — with 
Machiavellian plots and compli- 
eated, expensive schemes. Actu- 
ally, on the basis of the economi- 
cal usage of al] natural resources, 
ske should be permitted to spend 
only a small part of her time with 
Hildegarde. The rest of the time 
should be devoted to master 
minding the U. N. ©. conference, 
foiling Russia and accomplishing 
the return of the nickel stogie. 

In our next, we will report on 
the current incomparability of 
Hildegarde, come hell, highwater 


NIGHT, “the incomparable Hildegarde” opens at the 


garde was, I had my hat thrown off the top of the Mark 
Hopkins,“courtesy of Anna Sosenko, Hildy’s manager, sev- 
erest critic and fairy godmother. So I will not wonder how 
incomparable Hildegarde is at this time. I have only two hats 
and one of them is a straw number, suitable only for talking! 
through, and any mental repartee which you may have at 
this point would be’ too obvious, and don’t do it. 


Hildegarde is not incomparable. You‘can compare her to any 
number of performers, and she shapes up well in al! com- 
parisons. (One man’s opinion.) 

¢ SLIGHTLY CORNY, BUT STILL SUPERB— 


cy 


I said last year; to wit, that 


ercial. Hildy pays off in roses 
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By Carlton McKinney 


AST Tuesday night might 
= been called “Charm 

Night on Nob Hiil.” The eXx- 
Lpensive supper rooms were as 
‘packed with late standard model 
smartness as @ fashion advertise- 
ment. 
- The redoubtable Hildegarde set 
up shop and started calling her 
wares that night in the Peacock 
Court of the Mark Hopkins Hotel. 
At about the same time that the 
“‘Mark’s crowd hushed its bray of 
conviviality in order to hear the 
‘Jady called “incomparable,” ane 
“other girl was straining enchante- 


men€ through another . micro- 
phone over in the ‘Fairmont’s 
plus Venetian Room. She 18 


Gina Janss, a newer light in the 
supper club firmament who hasn't 
yet drummed up enough publicity 
voltage to match Hildegarde’s ine 
candescent brightness, 

The wind blew harder on the 
morth side of California street, 
since Hildegarde, on the south, 
had been a sell-out since those 
simple billboards streaked her 
verise mame, plus exclamation 





S. F. CALL-BULLETINW 


Crowds Greet 
Hildegarde 


PACKED TO THE LAST bar 
rail was Tuesday night’s open- 
ing of the Hildegarde engage- 
ment at the Hotel Mark Hop- 
‘kins. The cafe set was there in 
full force and gowns of the 
feminine contingent ran the 
gamut from summer prints 
ackless and shoulderless eve 
ning jobs, one girl in white go- 
ing so far as to wear a lac#é 
yashmak—maybe it was a 
—- over her blonde coif- 

eur. 


points. all over town, 

The lady herself was surrounded 
on Monday evening by that quiet 
calm that seems to descend on 
her sex following a visit to the 
hairdresser. The frank, informal 
chat was the order of the day 
when ‘she received this reporter 
in her suite. 

Hildegarde, being a girl of con: 
siderable concentration and with 
an eye to good copy, has neatly 
tied the private ambition with the 
current career developments this 
year. The big thing in her life 
right now is her return to serious 
study of the piano. 

“You know I started out to be 
a@ concert pianist and studied at 
the Marquette School of Music 
before I went into show business,” 
she said in that curious accent 





* @lapthe lobbe several. bndrea 


Prints Favored 
By Hildegarde 


 F, —— NWS 
Fabulous Wardrobe 
Displayed by Singer 


By Theodocia Stavram 

I found Hildegarde as delightful 
and gay as her voice you've been 
‘hearing at the Mark Hopkins. She 
loves clothes’ well made; likes sim- 
ple lines but exciting fabrics. While 
she has just oS dresses _ 
from Paris, she is devoted to A - 
can designers. 


Adrian is one of her pets. She 
. Just received two stunning Adrian 
suits, one in winter navy with a 
side swept line and huge white 

buttons; another in black 





or hat-hurling. 


inherit any money! er 
can do that, can’t they, even if 


pearl 
with brilliant patches of red spat- 






with music. I still like Beethoven, they buy only inexpensive, good 
my €ars are not tuned to the more prints?” 


modern music. But sometime, 
perhaps, I may come to it.” 


AM NOT, as you see, the ab- wel) balanced,” said Anna. 


We agreed that people could do 


just that. 


“J know the collection is not 
“But 


stract type,” stid Anna. “I 4g am learning more and coming 
am @ pretty concrete person. But to know and appreciate more 


I am beginning to like and urider- 
stand abstract artists, and I have 
bought a few very beautiful ab- 
stract paintings.” 

Later, Anna said, “It has oc- 
curred to me that our collection 
might. in a small way, show. what 
man¥ people could do to help 
Amesemn art and artists. We 
bought our pictures with money 
we giade. God knows we didnt 


which is not so’ much a foreign 
derivative ‘as an energetic over 
enunciation. “Apd always, always 
I have loved music and I have 
wanted to play really well. 

“So, last January I said ‘I will 
do it’ and I went out and got a 
teacher. He 1s Isidor Achron—oh, 
a fine pianist and a wonderful 
teacher. He was accompanist for 
Jascha Heifets until four years ago. 

“And now, now they say I am 
doing very well and sometimes I 
think I will make Carnegie Hall 
one of these days—maybe around 
1950 or '51.” 


CHRON, it seems, started Hil- 

degarde right back with scales 
and other beginners’ exercises, 
as though she had never played 
before. After three months, he 
called in a number of important 
concert personages to hear her 
and they were amazed at her 
progress. In three or four years, 
they thought, she could be a con- 
cert artist. 

“I am a very hard worker when 
I start on something,” says Hilde- 
garde, “and I practice an hour 
or so each day, no matter how 
busy I am with other things.” 

The “other things.” one gathers, 
are rehearsals and .other work 
connected with her nightly ap- 
pearances which still claim her 
first attention. 

But she is very serious in her 
ambition te become a good pianist, 
though she has no definite ideas 
of giving up her singing pertorm- 
ances for the concert platform. 
In true showmanilike fashion. she 
has some other plans in mind. She 
may. she says. soon go on a con- 
cert tour in which she both plays 
serious music on the piano an@ 
does some of her singing «if you 
can call it that’) as well. She has 
an eye.on those large opera house 
audiences, 
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Hildegarde, ‘The Incomparable,’ 
Opens Wednesday in Ansley ‘Roof 


Hildergarde, supper club, radio and recording star, begins’ the long-awaited two-week engagement 
of her “one-woman show” in the Rainbow Roof of the Ansley Hotel 
She comes to the Ansley following appearagces in the Hotel Mark Hopkins, San Francisco, and the 


Hotel Plaza, New York, where she returned for a nine-evening engagement as part of hotel's ; 


fortieth anniversary. 

Her engagement in the Ansley 
will be her first in Georgia. 

Last Friday she made a side 
trip to her home town, Milwaukee, 
where she addressed trustees and 
members of Milwaukee Art Insti- 
tute, speaking about her collection 
of modern paintings which she 
owns jointly with her manager, 
Anna Sosenko. 

Thus she returned as a patron 
of the arts to the town which she 
left to enter show business as a 
pianist. She was not a singer-ac- 
tréss-comedienne but a pianist 
with ambitions for the concert 
stage. She starred in vaudeville, 


played the piano for Ruth Etting § 


and Tony de Marco, then went to 
Paris and Canta where shé won 
her first international successes, 
In 1938 she returned to the U. S. to 
establish records at every supper 
club where she appeared. 
Hildegarde is called “the most 
imitated personality in America.” 
There is hardly a city in the U. S. 
'which is not seeing an impression 
of her by some of the hundreds 
of mimics who try to capture her 
gestures and moods. She is de- 
scribed as “The 


pared. 


In Chicago, where she haa often a 
appeared as supper club star or 3 
with her own theater revue, there 


are three major impersonations 
of Hildegarde now being done by 
Mitzi Green (Chez Paree), Peter 
Lind Hayes (Mayfair Room ) 
and Florence Desmond (Palmer 
House). + 


y 
Hildegarde’s performances 9 


change continuously. It is this 
quality which induces people to 
come back to see her again and 
again. 

At the Ansley, Hildegarde will 
wear some of. her new Parisian 
fashions, the first she has had 
from Europe since 1939. The Euro- 
pean gowns were designed by 
Christian Dior, who began the 
controversy about long skirts; 
Pierre Balmain and Jacques Fath. 
Others by Adrian and other Amer- 
ican fashion experts are includ 
in her fabulous wardrobe. 

With: Hildegarde will be the 
music of Hal Kanner and his or- 
chestra. Kanner for nine years was 
a star mamber of Fred Waring’s 


- orchestra and is a pianist and com- 


poser. Hildegarde’s accompanist 
at the piano is Salvatore Gio who 
also appears with her in radio. 


s 


Incomparable ¥ 
Hildegarde”’ from New York to © 
San Francisco chiefly because @ 
there is no other feminine person- 
ality with whom she can be com- 
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ednesday night. Now I know why Hildegarde is billed as the “ine 
comparable.” 

I hobnobbed with Atlanta’s upper crust Wednesday 
night at the effervescent singer’s first performance in the 
Rainbow Roof. I went there with a La a eT ae 
“show-me” attitude, like all the rest, and 


I came away convinced. She's the ong 


and oe 
y career as appraiser of things 
arty and entertaining I’ve never chanced 


across anyone quite like this French- 
styled song peddler. She’s disarming 
she’s commanding, she’s alma 
‘nine nice Voll Can tnink oF She holo 
her audience in the palm of her hang 
ike 








oa 

























. HILDEGARDE 

y preconceived impression of Hildy is a secret I wil 

long cherish. But I can disclose she is entirely different. 

She’s not like the overstuffed piece of upholstery I'd 

visioned. She's merely and good looking. She bubbles 

like a seltzer and her humor and sophisticated banter 
flows om and on. 


Her apening-night audience tried to sit on their hands. 
They were definitely anti-Hildegarde when they ar- 
rived, and when she went on her own little stage, you 
could hyar uncomplimentary whispers here and there. But 
they all changed into a chorus of applause at the end. 








best audiences in the lang 
oy opens in ainbow Root with a flighty little 
ditty, just to get the show on. She then disarms the 
audience with what she calls her “Icebreaker.” This warms 
up the audience for such nifties as “There’s No Business 
Like Show Business” (I liked hers better than-Ethel Mer- 
man’s) and a new one, “Ask Your Heart.” After more 
than an hour of continuous banter and music, the inter- 
nationally popular star closes her show with Liszt’s Second 
Hungarian Rhapsody. 








o> 


LE DERRIERE DE PARIS by Dior via Hildegarde ... 
and a good time was had by all, or so it looks, The hilari- 
otis_occasion pictured above was when Christian Dior, 
Paris designer credited with changing hemlines to “ahem- 
lines,” borrowed the modeling services of aa becdanc® (you 
know, the incomparable) to show off one fatest cre- 
ations. The gown is of pale blue satin with butterfly bow 
in front and Le Derriere de Paris ... curves and devil- 
may-care attitude courtesy of Hildegarde. Hildegarde be- 
gins an engagement at the Rainbow Roof of the Ansley 
Hotel tonight. 











Hildegarde Scorns 
Television Fears 


By LAUREN NORVELL, Movie and Radio Editor 


Hildegarde holds no fear of television. Th di 
now packing them in at the Ansley Rainbow ‘Rest has 


routine that brings out many of h 
the air waves. ¥ er talents concealed b 


ee -* HILDEGARDE 






H ild egarde 
wearing one of 
eg the latest gowns 
afrom Paree, 
breezes before 
the audience 
and before the 
ladies can focus 
their eyes on 
the hair stacked 
on top of her 
head, she is 
good naturedly  * 








(COMPARABLE 


idogande 





joshing the gen- . + 
tlemen, pointing her fingers an 
bashful lads as they fumble with, 
ice in their glasses. 

She lets you know at the begin- 
ning that there will be no corny 
jokes. She keeps her word, 

Ably assisted by Hal Kanner’s 
orchestra, Hildy performs for 


_ TECH PREXY AND HM-M HILDEGARDE 
more than ea. hour with Famed entertainer pictured with Col. Blake Van Leer 
that seem to have a relaxing effect 


"Highlight of the show is the AS TECH BEAT AUBURN. 


arrangement and singing of “Ask 
pon § Heart,” written by Hilde- By MORGAN BLAKE 
S$ manager, Anna Sosenko. ifi 

asst oven mn Sn ys & magnificent assemblage of 35,000, including Col. 
the mirrors at the close of Hilde- ~-V€® Crosthwaite-Eyre, a member of the British Parlia- 
karde’s performance was proof ment, and Hildegarde, a superior Georgia Tech team finall 
(that she and her up swept hair-do OVercame a hard-fighting uburn ele 27 "si wrday 
made an impression on the men, at Grant field. ° ae ee 
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Hildegarde 


Captivates 
Atlantans 


Joseph Cotten, handsome Selz- 
nick Pictures star, Wednesda: '! 
night’ joined 509 Atlanta first-; 
nighters at the Rainbow Roof in 








j had said they were. 
- only artist who ever has sustained 


thrilling to the debut performance! 
of Hildegarde. | 
Cotten was an unexpected guest.|, 


lye was en route to New Orleans, |; 


but his impromptu appearance: 
hightened the evening's entertain-| 


;ment. 
« The’ inimitable French-s t y ] e} 


songstress. proved to the overflow] 
cafe-society audience that her vir- 
tues, both physical and vocal, 
were everything her_press age 
She is the 









herself for a complete hour be- 
fore an Atlanta audience. 

The internationaly-known artist 
was disarming, vivacious: and she 
omg A captivated the audi- 
énce. er performance was high- 
lighted by an unusual lighting ef. 
fect. The multi-colored lights re-: 





isembled a Ziegtield show—P. J. 











HILDEGARDE 
Che Atlanta Journal 





CLOTHES HER WEAKNESS 





Hildegarde, Anna 


By DORIS LOCKERMAN, 
Woman's News Editor 

Fifteen years ago, Hildegarde, the en- 
fertainer, and Anna Sosenko, her dark- 
eved, turbulent manager, lived on 25 cents 
a day in Paris. Hildegarde got four nickels of the fwe, 
because she was working and needed to keep up her 
strength. 

Now the sensational Hildegarde and her equally sen- 
sational girl manager make up to $20,000 a week, it is said, 
and they split it equally after they pay off their retinue of 
aides. These davs they are both working ... and hard. 


Their partnership, always without contract, is a unique 
combination in the show business. Their “story” has been 
researched by several national magazines, bid for by the 
movies, become the plot of a thinly-disguised book, but 
so far neither Hildegarde nor Miss Sosenko feels she has 
ever really been diagnosed by an outsider. And no writer 
has ever been able to decide which one of the two comes 
first in the production of Hildegarde, the theatrical per- 
sonality. 

Anna explodes when vou suggest a fable of equality. 
“Nonsense,” she cries, in that intense, husky voice, “Hilde 
is a great, great person! A very great person! A fabu- 
lous personality! She. has God-given gifts and she has 
improved them. She knows the show business! If I were 
to die tomorrow, Hilde would go on... and on... and 
never stop.” 

Hildegarde, listening with her eyes squinted in what 
might. be shrewdness or embarrassment, shakes her towsled 
top curls, ducks her head, and in the sweet voice that 
endears her to old ladies, middle-aged gentlemen, and 
little children alike! murmurs, “Ohhhhhbh, Annnnnna. 
Don’t ever say such a thing, my dear!” 

This fortnight, while Hildegarde is capturing the South 





from the Rainbow Roof of the Ansley, discerning friends’ 


are apt to spy Miss Sosenko over yonder in the shadows, 
behind the orchestra, fussing with the lighting effects. But 
those who know never think she has her mind on elec- 
tricity. She sees and hears, and has a indelible memory 
for detail, later. 

“If there has been a bobble, Anna will be apt to say, 
“Well, they’re only people,” but before the moment has 
passed, she’ will have shown her glamorous partner in 
blunt gestures the way the trick could be accomplished 
with grace. 

The amalgamation of the Milwaukee-born Hildegarde 
and her NewgJersey friend began in the late 20s when 
Hilde was playing’ stock, in a strictly mediocre way, and 
her troupe traveled to Camden. She took a room in the 
Sosenko home. Anna, four years younger. a brash, bright, 


dynamite-laden kid, was a hero worshiper and she was 
fascinated with Hilde’s expressive hands, her nervous man- 
ner of speech, and her innate flair for showmanship. 

Three years later, they met again on a street in New 
York when Hildegarde was pounding the piano for $15 
a week for Irving Berlin. In a burst of characteristic 
generosity, she suggested that Anna, a fledgling newspaper 
reporter, use her apartment when she was out of town. 

They sav now that Hilde was no hit in those years, but 
she did attract the‘attention of Joe Lorre, who took her 
to see Gus Edwards, the star-maker. She became the last 
theatrical personality Edwards promoted. 


Then she won a singing contest, and a prize trip to the 
Cafe de Paris in London, where Martin Poulsen was the 


Complete Co-operation ,' 









FAMOUS PERSON SEES FAMOUS PLACE—No visit 
to Atlanta is complete without a visit to the famous 
Cyclorama at Grant Park. And George. Simons, Gen- 
eral Manager of the parks, here gives Hildegarde, the 
famee entertainer, a view of the painting from down 
among the statues—a privilege for special guests only. 


entrepreneur. They offered her a first-class steamer ticket, 
and she thought of Anna, who yearned to know every- 
thing and to see evervthing. She converted the ticket 
into two third-class passages. ° 

‘From then on they shared their successes and failures. 
Hildegarde was no hit in London or in Paris, but she was 
learning the show business. Things like wearihg dramatic 
clothes, never going back into a room when your act is 
over, ways to warm up a frigid audience—these things 
thev learned in those 25-cent days. 

Then overnight, they struck it rich. The King of 
Sweden dropped in to hear the vivacious American a¢ the 
Casanova a few minutes after she had been fired. The 
manager hurriedly summoned her back. She played for 
the Duke of Kent, the King and Queen of England, the 
Coronation, and again and again in command perform- 
ances for European rovalty. 

Sometime in their 16 years together, Anna wrote Hilde’s 
theme song,--Darling, Je Vous Aime,” translated the French : 
song, “J’Attendrai,” to “I’ll Be Yours,” and has recently 
written the music of "Ask Your Heaft.” Hilde sings 
them all. 

No one knows how much Anna has done to keep Hilde 
on the path she treads so airilv, but these thev doa know— 
that Anna agrees that her personality must be intimate, 
fresh, never in bad taste, and that she is a scathing director 
under stress. 

And she possesses a sense of timing like a guided missile. 
The smartest men in the show business have shaken their 
heads ominously over decisions she has made for Hilde- 
garde’s appearance. 


But they always pan out... and Anna is still boss. 








Hildegard Hits Town 
—Golf Togs and Ail 


all the golf type. . . 
quite right). 


By EDITH HILLS COOGLER 


Hildegarde and there is only 
one Hildegarde) hit Atlanta Mon- 
day amid a heavy precipitation of 
luggage—three trunks, eight bags, 
three fur coats, and endless serics 


of topless evening dresses and . 


other useful impedimenta. 

The sometimes dreamy. some- 
times volatile singer helieves, she 
Says; in being prepared for any- 
thing. And wccordingly she has 
brought, along a complete outfit 
of golf togs in the wild hope that 
somebody will ask her to play 
| ie 

“Nobody ever does ask me to 
blag golf.” she sighed in a husky 


voice, “They all say I'm not at: 


.” (They're 


“Clothes are my weakness. You 
wouldn't believe this hat came 
from San Francisco, would you? 
Well, it did. American designers 
get better every year and nearly 
all my clothes are American.” 

Hildegarde’s technique is de- 
‘scribed as “indescribable,” even 
‘by those who know it best. She 
Isings—this much they agree upon. 
|She gives a song “the works” or, 
in her own words, she “mutilates” 
‘it. She deals out roses and side- 
\long glances which stun but never 
kill. She fiares her eyebrows at 
night clubbers and the next thing 
they know, THEY are at the mic- 
'rophone singing as they never sang 





CHRISTMAS NIGHT HILDEGARDE RETURNS 
FOR A FOUR-MONTH ENGAGEMENT TO 
THE PERSIAN ROOM OF THE HOTEL PLAZA. 
THIS MARKS HILDEGARDE’S TENTH CON- 


SECUTIVE ENGAGEMENT IN 5 YEARS IN 
THE PLAZA AND HER TENTH CONSECUTIVE 
YEAR IN THE PLAZA AREA. 








| before. 
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VARIETY Wednesday, December 10, 1947 


























JUST RELEASED 
SOUVENIR ALBUM NO. 2 


OPENING PLAZA’ HOTEL, NEW YORK, XMAS NIGHT...16 Weeks 
OPENING BELVEDERE HOTEL, BALTIMORE, APRIL 16...One Week 
OPENING COPLEY-PLAZA, BOSTON, APRIL 26...2 Weeks 
OPENING PALMER HOUSE, CHICAGO, MAY 8...8 Weeks 


ENGAGEMENTS FOLLOW IN KANSAS CITY, ST. LOUIS, ATLANTA, 
SAN FRANCISCO, LOS ANGELES, MIAMI BEACH, DETROIT AND 


WASHINGTON. 





IN NEGOTIATION . .. RADIO SHOW ACROSS THE BOARD. FURTHER DETAILS 
TO BE RELEASED SHORTLY IN ANOTHER VARIETY ISSUE 











CURRENTLY APPEARING AT THE ELEGANT BEVERLY COUNTRY CLUB, NEW 
ORLEANS, WITH ONE OF THE MOST RENOWNED ORCHESTRAS OF OUR TIME 


EMIL COLEMAN AND ORCHESTRA 

















In association with ANNA SOSENKO, Personal 
Manager and Producer 


ror HILDEGARDE 


SALVATORE GIOE, Accompanist and Arranger 
ALAN EDELSON, Public Relations 


{In association with Alan Edelson for radio, DAVID O. ALBER) 


WILLIAM E. RICHARDSON, Lighting 
SIEGEL AND SPIEGLER, Accountants 
MARTIN J. DESMONI, Attorney 

~ NANCY P. KISHLER, Secretary \N y COMPARABLE 

















| JACK BERTELL, Personal Representative Z 
MUSIC CORPORATION OF AMERICA ba 


Exclusive Agents and Representatives 
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Station Reps Look for Boff Spot 


December Biz Despite Gen’) Lull 


Network sales executives are fig- 


uring on very little new business 
activity until after the first of the 
year, whereas station reps expect 
December to be one of the most ac- 
jive months of the current year, and 
ii’s been an exceptionally prosper- 
ous year for spot radio. Reps base 
their anticipation on the heavy vol- 


ume of availability inquiries they've 
been getting the past two weeks and 
the belief that there will be a lot 
of year-end advertising money tossed 
io spot, a la the Chase & Sanborn 
coffee campaign. 

In network quarters the impres- 
sion prevails that clients will wait 
until they have scanned the sales and 
and profits figures for the final quar- 
ter of 1947 before making any new 
advertising commitments 


about imple- 
Plan in the 


going to do 
Marshall 


gress is 
menting the 


way of legislation,.such a rationing, 
price control, steel allocation and 
installment buying. However, it is 


expected that this marking of time 


will not effect new products set for 
Jaunching. 

Station reps are likewise looking 
40 a heavy inflow of renewals on 


spot campaigns from such accounts 
as Procter & Gamble, Colgate-Palm- 
olive-Peet, General Fcods (Birds- 
Eye), Continental Baking, Wonder 
Bread, Came] and Esso. 


FM Comes to AM’s Rescue 
As Kansas Sleet Storm 
Stymies KFRM Debut 








Kansas City, Dee 
Midland Broadcasting Co. got its 
new AM station, KFRM, on the air 


as scheduled Sunday (7), but is was 
only through the help of FM radio 


that it was accomplished. A sleet 
storm in central Kansas last Thurs- 
day-Friday knocked out telephone 
lines which connect the transmitter 
in north-central Kansas to Salina 
and the studios in Kansas City. 

Telephone company could promise 
no complete repairs for a week, so 
the technical department of KMBC, 
big brother to KFRM, had to swing 
into action. With only 48 hours to 
go for the inaugural program of the 
new station, Ray Moler, technical 
director, and Ken Krahl, studio 
technical director, devised a booster 
system of FM stations set up at 
Salina and Minneapolis, Kans. Salina | 
seni signals (received by telephone | 
cable from K.C.) to both Minne- | 
apolis and the transmitter site near 
Concordia. Minneapolis in turn re- 
transmitted its signal to the KFRM 
site as double insurance. 


Permission had to be secured from | 


the FCC for the two FM stations, 
but Arthur Church, president of 
Midland, praised the ready coopera- 
tion given by the federal agency. 


Transmitter trouble at the KFRM | 


site also developed and wasn’t ironed 
out until 20 minutes before Gov. 


Frank Carlson of Kansas was set to | 


throw the station on the air from 
the Kansas City KMBC studios. 


BEA KALMUS JOCKEYS 





$850 PAYOFF TO AGENT 


An out-of-court settlement was 


made last week in the litigation be- 


tween Bea Kalmus, disk jockey over 
WHN, N.-Y., and Irving Romm, 
agent, who claimed a 50% partner- 
ship in Miss Kalmus’ airshow pack- 
age. Latter made an $850 payment 
to Romm. 

Romm claimed that he was the 
Originator of the idea and sold the 
show for airing at the Riviera, Ft. 
Lee, N. J. last summer, (Show is 
now at the Singapore, eatery, N.Y.) 
Miss Kalmus, however, claimed that 
Romm had no proprietary interest 
and acted solely as agent. Romm 
sued for an accounting of profits. 


Case was to have come up last week | 
before Justice Bernard. Botein in| 


N. ¥. supreme court, 

Noah L. Braunstein represented 
Miss Kalmus, while I. Robert Broder 
nandied the case for Romm. 


Other | 
may also hold off ta see what Con- 





Alf Landon’s Denver Grant 


Kansas City, Dec. 9. 


Alf M. Landon former Kansas 
governor and presidential nominee, 
has received his second grant from 
the FCC within four months. The 
latest permission gives Landon 
authority to construct a _ standard 
broadcast station in Denver. 

Last August Landon was granted 


permission to set up a standard sia- 
tion at Leavenworth, Kans.. 
40 miles from Kansas City. 


less than 


CBS Collarites 
Get $6 Raises 


About 700 CBS 


white-collar em- 
ployes covered by the web's con- 
tract with the United Office & | 
Professional Workers of America 
(CIO) won $6 weekly raises effec- 
tive Dec. 1 under an arbitrator's 
ruling issued in New York Monday 
(8) by Attorney Sidney Wolff. The 
wage increases represent a com- 
promise between the Union's de- 
mands and the network's counter- 


offer. A UOQPWA 


spokesman 


estimated the raises amount to 
approximately a 15% overall in- 
| crease. 

The union had sought hikes of 
30% or $12 weekly. whichever was 
higher; a stepup in minimum hiring 
rates: time and a half for overtime; 
merit increases; a 5% equalization 
fund, and other new provisions in 
the wage clause of the CBS-UOPWA 


pact. The 
of overall 


web countered with offer 
increases amounting to 


about 5% 

In addition to the flat $6 raise, the 
arbitrator granted an adjustment 
upward in various minimums, low- 


est statring rate of -$27.50 being 
upped to $30. Additionally, a 1% 
equalization fund was _ ordered. 


Other union demands were denied. 


ABC PREPS NEW ANGLE 





Overseas news commentator pick- 
up series with a listener 
and-answer 
| by Tom Velotta, ABC news direc- 
tor, for a network teeoff next Sun- 
day. (14), 12:15 p.m. 

Listeners will be 
mit questions 
in speeific 
which news 


invited to sub- 
regarding conditions 
foreign localities 
is currently 
such as, for example, France 
Palestine. An announcer in New 
York will submit the questions via 
shortwave during a segment of the 
15-minute program, and the web's 
| on-the-spot correspondents will an- 
, swer back. 

Initialer will be from Paris. bring- 
| ing in correspondent Robert Sturde- 
|vant. Following week (21), Mike 
Eskolsky will report from Palestine. 
| Pickups will be plattered in ad- 
vance to assure satisfactory recep- 


tign. 


DANNENBAUM’S WPEN APPT. 
Philadelphia, Dec. 9. 


breaking, 





Alexander W. Dannenbaum, Jr., 
commercial manager and secretary- 
itreasurer of WDAS, has been ap- 


pointed sales manager of WPEN and 
will assume duties when the owner- 
ship shuffle from the Evening Bul- 
iletin to the Sun Ray Drug Co. is 
completed. 

Dannenbaum succeeds Charlie 
(Chick) Allison, who moves. to 
|; WCAU to handle the New York of- 
fice, as Hareld (Buzz) 
i fers from New York to become sales 
;manager for television at WCAU. 

WOW Geis Up Early 
Omaha, Dec. 9. 

WOW has started its broadcasting 
day at 5 a. m. instead of 5:30. 
station goes on the air with a pro- 
gram celled “musical dawn” and a 
)disk jockey setup. 


In Arbitration 


IN OVERSEAS PICKUPS 


from | 


and | 


Davis trans- | 


The | 


— 


ISSIGNMENTS 





Freelance 
Manhattan 


scripting market in 


radio circles is reported 


to have reached its Jowest ebb. H's 
practically an impossibilitv for new- 
comers to enter the field and the 
skilled craftsmen who have been 
around for years are finding it in- 
creasingly tough to land assignments 
The boys and gals who in past 
ears gagged it up with the crack: 


“Thank Goodness 
can pick up 


Christmas. we 
behind a 


for 
some dough 


Scripter ‘Blacklist’ 


Existence of a “blacklist” in 


the case of at least one known 
sponsor of a network dramatic 
show which uses freelance writ- 
ers. has been brought to light. 
| Iti appears this particular 
sponsor demands the right to 
okay the script and the author- 
ship, with certain freelance 
secripters barred from participa- 
tion in the- weekly stanza be- 
cause the client doesn’t hold 
with their political ideologies 


and regards them as subversive. 








now claim it’s a kid- 
routine. Some of 
trying to balance the 
litching on to scripting 
for live shows on out- 
of-town stations. Others have sim- 
ply given up the ghost and are chan- 
neling their energies elsewhere. 

It’s not that there is a particular 
dearth of freelance dramatic shows 
at the moment, but what there are, 
for-the most part, ere what the boys 
characterize as “stable shows,” in 
which the same four or five writer 
personalities are involved from week 


Macy counter” 
ding-in-earnest 
them are 
budget by 
assignments 


to week, viriually stripping the pro- 
gram of its “freelance” status. That 
goes for such shows as CBS’ “Siudie 


One,” “Cavalcade. of America.” 
“Theatre Guild of the Air,” ete. 

Latest in the freelance market 
exodus is Larry Menkin, who has 
been around for some years doing 
the “freelance circuit” and in the 
process esit&blishing himself as one 
of the skilled craftsmen in the trade. 
Recently he’s been serving an in- 
terim stretch with the Frederic Ziv 
transcription office in New York and 
he’s now picking up stakes and mov- 
,ing his family to Chester, Pa., where 
he joins WPWA as writer-producer- 
direcior-actor, in addition to teach- 
ing a course in dramatic acting. 





question- | 
angle is being prepped | 


Streamlining 


Dec. 9. 
Communications 
on two fronts 


Washington. 

The Federal 
Commission moved 
last week to streamiine its pro- 
‘cedures and ese the burden of 
broadcasters in doing business with 
the government. 

Following recommendations of the 
NAB and other industry groups, FCC 
announced simplification of material 
called for in its annual financial re- 
port for networks and station licen- 
sees. New shortened forms will be 
in effect Jan. 1. The Commission has 
eliminated four schedules from the 
present form and simplified instruc- 
|tions and info called for in others. 
New data on finances must be sub- 
mitted to FCC by webs and licensees 
on or before April 1, °48. 

At the same time, the Commission 
amended its rules to permit Sec. 
Thomas J. Slowie to pass on “in- 
voluntary” transfers of control or as- 
signments of radio station permits 
and licensees. Heretofore, parties 
to such transfers had to wait until 
the full FCC bench got areund to 
acting on these relatively 
| transactions. 





| McLEAN’S TORONTO POST 


Toronto, Dec. 9. 
Ross McLean, 22, has assumed 
duties as direetor of public service 
for station CKEY, Toronto. 
| MeLean intil recently was in 
' charge of CKEY’s feature script de- 
' partment. 








— + 


GET SCARCER 


| department te 


| defeat the Tafi-Hartley bill. 


Setup by FCC. 


simple | 





WOV Personnel Revamp 


WOV, N. Y., staff has been 
mented week to take 
increased business and program 
Program director Arnold Hi: 
gets assistants, One _ to 
ordinate Italian language 
ming, the other’ English. 
Padovani will be Italian 
coordinator, with English 
not yet named. 

Joseph Savalli 


aug- 
care ol! 
ming. 
rtley 


this 


two CcO- 
program- 
George 
program 
assistant 


joined WOV 
service Italian 


sales 
lan- 
guage accounts. 


Radio to Stand 


Gut in New AFL 
Educ. League 


Washington, Dec. 9. 
A full-fledged Labor's Educational 
and Political League—with a healthy 
block of its 


funds to be earmarked 


for radio propaganda to defeat the 
Taft-Hartley Act or to elect AFL- 
backed candidates—wzas authorized 


in a meeting of 105 AFL union presi- 
dents here last Fridsy (5). The AFL 
hopes to get voluntary contributions 
of at least $1 each from its 7,600,000 
members, 

A similar goal‘has been set by the 
CIO’s Political Action Committee, 
which is planning $1 donations from 
its 6,000,000 card-holders. (The Taft- 


Hartley Act forbids union political 
contributions per se or the use of 
CS mp fo force rnron rr. mbers 


to donate funds for this purpose. 

Since both CIO and the AFL are 
stressing radio in their propaganda 
cempaign, it looks as if the nets and 
stations can look forward to collect- 
ing plenty of folding money for 
political broadcasts between now 
and the 1948 elections. 

Funds to be collected by the AFL’s 
league will be used for organization, 
publicity and political campaigning. 
Radio is exnected to get half of the 
dough earmarked for propaganda 
purposes. The LEPL funds, it was 
stressed, are separate from the $1,- 
000,000 publicity campaign which 
AFL plans to inaugurate in March 
to plumb its own membership and to 
‘win friends in high places. 

The AFL got its political feet wet 
in a $1,000,000 press-radio campaign 
last summer in an abortive effort to | 
At that 
time, AFL execs’ were particularly 
impressed with the effectiveness of 


the broadcasts staged by talent from | 


the AFL entertainment unions and 
intend to repeat this technique in 
the much more extensive propaganda 
campaign of the LEPL. 

Morris Novik, New York 
consultant who masterminded 
AFL radio campaign against the 
Taft-Hartley Act last summer, was 
called to Washington for the Friday 
meeting. An overall LEPL radio di- 
rector headquartered in New York 
and fulltime assistants in Washing- 
ton and other key cities will be 
named shortly to coordinate pur- 
chase of spot and program time. 
Bulk of the radio deals will be made 
on a local and regionsl ‘level to 
reach strategic audiences. 


FMA Convention Set 


radio 
the 





Washington, Dec. 9. 
The FM Assn.’s second annual 


convention wil) be held in Chicago | 


Oct. 11-12, 
Bailey has 


at the Sheraton Hotel, 
FMA director J. N. “Bill” 
announced. t 

Bailey said the FM’ers decided to 
meet in October to forestall any 
conflict with the May convention 
date of the NAB. This year's FMA 
meet was scheduled Sept. 12-13, 
| only two days before the NAB con- 
iclave at Atlantic City. As a result, 
| Bailey said, it was impossible to 
|accommodate the equipment manu- 
facturers who wanted to display at 
ivoth conventions, 


WMCA Going Out on Editorial Limb 
In Series Bid for Housing Hearing 


* Frankly launching a political pres- 


sure campaign, public service 
minded WMCA, N. Y., is. boldly 
climbing out on the far end of an 


editorial limb with a series of daily 
Mavor 


to call an open 


programs designed to induce 
William F. O'Dwyer 


hearing on the city’s critical hous- 


ing shortage. Constituting itself as a 
sort of lobby for the common man, 
the indie station will fire its first 


broadside in behalf of public hous- 
ing on Jan. 5, up 
with a stream of regular programs 
and spot plugs to arouse public sen- 
timent. 


and will follow 


Radio campaign was inspired and 


organized under the direction of 
WMCA’s prexy Nathan Straus who, 
as a recognized authority on the 
question, was first edministrator of 
the U. S. Housing Authority. Prepa- 
rations for the series have been un- 
der w.y for the past six months with 
material being gathered by research 
Writers. All phases of the subject 
will be covered in the air drive in- 


cluding speculative building, tax ex- 
emption and insurance company 
housing such as N. Y.’s Stuyvesant 
Town. 


Summary af the findings are being 
ouilined today ‘(Wednesday to a 
group of veteran and civic organi- 
zations who will be asked to throw 
their support behind the series. 
Among those be'ng enlisted in the 
campaign include the American 
Veterans Committee. International 
Ladies* Garment Workers Union, 
Cstholie War Veterans, Urban 
League, N: tional Assn: for Advance- 
ment of Colored People, Jewish War 
Veterzns, CIO Citizens’ Housing 
Council of N. Y. and the American 
Federation of Labor. 

Hitting at the excess of talk and 
the absence of action, Straus stated 
the purpose of the radio series will 
be “not to add to the discussion. but 
to get something done. There have 
been many good radio programs on 
the subject of housing, but all of 
them have been devoted to investi- 
gation and discussion. Our programs 
are designed to begin where others 
have left off. The WMCA series 
will be devoted to a dramatic pres- 
entation of a demand for action— 
action which only the city governe 
ment, led by the Mayor, can take. 
We want to arouse the people to 
the fact that they can get housing at 
rentals they can afford—if they will 
speak up.” 


WOOK Employees Vote 
AFRA Contract, Hypomng 
Postwar Station’s Drive 


Washington, Dec. 9. 

The campaign of the American 
Federation of Radio Artists (AFL) 
to sign up the postwar stations here, 
gained momentum last Friday (5) 
when employees at local daytimer 
WOOK voted unanimously for an 
AFRA contract. Twelve announcers 
and disk jockeys were judged eligi- 
ble to participate in the National La- 
bor Relations Board election. 

WOOK employees, who recently 
ended a 24-day strike when owner 
Richard Eaton promised to negotiate 
with the union, now have a short- 
term agreement covering wages and 
vacations. Union attorney Jesse 
Messitte will meet with Eaton early 
in January to negotiate a formal 
AFRA contract, the first to be signed 
there with a postwar indie. 

Meanwhile, another NLRB election 
involving AFRA is skedded for the 
employees of WPIK, Alexandria, 
Dec. 16. WPIK was the first subur- 
ben daytimer on the air after the 
war. Five WPIK staffers will vote 
in next week’s election. 
| “Fine music” station .WQQW is 
next on AFRA'’s list. Meeting is 
_skedded this week to plan an NLRB 
,election to choose between AFRA 
and the CIO’s American Communi- 
jeations Assn. Some of the WQQW 
‘employees are already ACA mem- 
i bers. 
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.D. AMERI 
a Joe Kelly, quizmaster; Clinton 

.,. Anderson, guest; farmer par- 

ticipants; Ed Cooper, announcer 
Writer-Producer: Levis G. Cowan 
Directer: Glenn Ransom 
30 Mins.; Thurs., 9:30 p.m. 
Sustaining 
Muiual, from Chicago 

Here’s the show the Ford Dealers 
have bought to reach the rural mar- 
kets, starting next month. If suc- 
ceeding sequences hold up to the 
level of the last week’s (4) getaway, 
there should be Fords in lots of 
farmers’ futures. As quiz shows go, 
it's a dandy. It should even sell 
flivvers among city folk, who are 
wont to yearn over the bliss of coun- 
try life. 

Producer Lou Cowan obviously 
put plenty of polish on the “R.F.D.” 
curtain-raiser, hoping to get it away 
to an impressive siart. Four initial 
contestants—ihbree men and a house- 
wife, all with R.F.D. addresses in 
Obio—seemed to have been hand- 
picked, 2li of them beimg. as quiz 
show participants go, remarkably 
well informed, articulate, alert and 
well poised. Questions dealt with 
things farmers know about, such as 
naming as many breeds of cattle as 
possible, and a good measure of the 
quizzing was rigged for laughs. Con- 
test was on an elimination basis, the 
winner being named “Master Farmer 
of the Week.” And prizes were 
lavished on the least of the contest- 
ants, the first out of the running, for 


THE SONG WRITING MACHINE 
With Pat Ballard, John Winters, 
Alan Holt; Jim Harkins, emcee 
Preducer: Roger Bower 
30 Mins.; Sat., 9:30 p.m. 
Sustaining 
MBS, from New York 

As demonstrated on this airer, the 
push-button era in song writing has 
begun. Grinding out pop tunes like 
sausages, Pat Ballard’s invention, a 
song writing machine, is the novel 
twist on this new audience partic- 
ipation program. It’s as simple as 
do-re-mi. A studio visitor pushes 
a button on the machine, the wheel 
turns round and round and a musi- 
cal note comes out here. After turn- 
ing out six notes which constitute 
the basic phrase for the song, or- 
ganist John Winter goes directly to 
work on his keyboard fashioning the 
theme with variations. Fifteen 


the lyrics and the finished product 
is rendered ‘over the air by Alan 
Holt. 

But Tin 
| easy. 
ior the Irving Berlins and Cole Port- 


Pan Alley can take it 


ers and if one of these assembly- 


line tunes ever makes the hit parade, 
itll be a near miracle. . However, 
Ballard and Winter do remarkable 
jobs considering the time they have 
to work, in, even though the two 
tunes which were turned out on the 
preem sounded very much alike. 
There certainly should be a ready- 
made audience for this type of shew 
among the legion of amateur song- 





instence, receiving a $500 ring “for 
consolation.” The winrer got: a 10- 
year supply of overalls, a washing 
machine, a vacuum cleaner, and a 
$2°0 rubber-tired manure spreader! 

As added attractions, Cowan has 
injccied a sequence where the con- 
te. ants “tell why they like living on 
a iarm” and anoiher in which a cita- 
tion is awarded weekly for the best 
instance of neighborliness among 
farm folk. To top off the teeoff, 
Cowan succeeZed in lining up a brief 
transcribed “salute” to the program 
from Secretary of Agriculiure Clin- 
ton P. Anderson, who ceclared that 
“never before has the American 
farmer been so important to the 
welfare of the world.” 

Joe Kelly, “bellringer” of the 
N: ional Bern Dence for many years 
and still quizmaster of the “Quiz 
Kics,” is one of the most competent 
hands at this sort of entertainment 
and was in top form on “R.F.D.’s” 
debut. 

Muiual has one of the best new 
ideas of the current season in this 
show. Barring a slump in its pace 
and overall quality, it should be 
rolling strong by the tine Ford 
latches on. Doan. 


MAXINE SULLIVAN 

With Bill Dillard, Burt Wayne 
Preducer: Ted Cott 

Writer: Shelicey Debbins 

3@ Mins.; Sen. 5 p.m. 
Sustaining 

WNEW, N. Y. 

Enlargement of the Maxine Sulli- 
van show on WNEW (N. Y.) from 
15 minutes to a half-hour is just 
stretching a good thing too far. 
Compaciness and punch evident 
during the shorter session has been 
dissipated in its new format. Even 
the presence of a guest artist and 
more writing doesn’t cover the 
essential bareness of the increased 
time. . 

Miss Sullivan, of course, is a top- 
notch stylist who’s able to get her 
personable pipes across in any 
medium, but there is such a thing 


as overdoing. a good thing, especially | 


in radio. Miss Sullivan does about 
a half dozen numbers. In addition, 
Bill Dillard, initial guester, does sev- 


eral, All of which makes for too 
much vocals. 
Dillard, incidentally, has : set of 


robust pipes which he shows to ad- 
vantage in a trio of tunes. 

A more impressive session might 
have been obtained with a full band, 
but on this show an organ predom- 
inates, which helps accentuate the 
skimpiness of the show. 


It’s te be realized that the indies 
frequently cannot compete with the 
neis when it comes to sustainers. 
But in the case of WNEW, they've 
come across with some truly im- 
pressive shows that compare favor- 
ably with network product. The 
station hasn’t shown the same in- 


genuity in this case. Jose. 
PAUL BRUCE PETTIT 
10 Mins., Mon.-thru-Fri., 6:45 p.m. 


WROW, Albany 

Presentation of Paul Bruce Pettit 
(who recently became teacher of 
stagecraft at N. Y. State Teachers 
College) in a series of comments on 


local dramatic film and other enter- | 
tainment marks an inieresting ex- | 


periment in Albany radio. It prob- 
ably is the first time such frank, 
direct and searching criticism has 
been broadcast on an origination 
here—certainly by a man from the 
field of stage education. 

His views won't always strike a 
Tesponsive chord among entrepe- 
neurs of entertainment, if the first 
week's stanzas are a criterion. Cer- 
tain listeners are apt to find him 
too cerebral. Others should like 
Pettit’s standards, attitude and style. 
Pettit is not yet a first-class miker; 
at times he sounds dry. inflexible 
and lacking the popular touch. 

Pettit would do well to make his 
criticisms more brief and inclusive. 
The bills at three downtown first- 


i the 


writers. 

Participants who work the ma- 
chine receive 100 professional copies 
of the songs they “wrote,” plus a re- 
cording thereof in addition to 
a cOntract giving them 50% of 
royalties. if any. Emcee Jim 
Harkins is careful to accent the “if 
any” so as to forestall any mis- 
understanding 
of getting cash. There’s also a par- 
ticipation gimmick for dialers who 
are asked to submit title and lyric 
suggestions for one of the numbers. 

On the debut stanza (6), Harkins 
was unlucky in pulling two contes- 
tants, both of whom never wrote a 
song, never wanted to and never 
thought they could. By-passing this 
minor hurdle, program ran along 
smoothly with Harkins supplying a 
brand of twangy, corn-bred chatter 
and Ballard and Winters displaying 
their dexterity in split-second com- 
position. Holt sang an oldie ballad 
written by Ballard in addition to 
the tune written during the program, 
titled “I Love You All Life Through.” 

Herm. 





| 





Transcription Review 
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| CLAUDIA 

With Katnerine Bard, Paul Crabtree, 
Peggy AfNenby; Joe King, an- 
nouncer 


| Writer: Rose Franken 

, Director: William Brown Meleney 
,15 Mims.; Mon. thru Fri., 11:45 a.m. 
| COCA-COLA BOTTLING 

| WGN, Chicago 

| “Claudia, ’ 
‘product of numerous short stories, 
one play, two films and four novels 
‘on the same inexhaustible subject, 
|Sugarizes the husband, wiie and 
| mother-in-law triangle. Its central 
truth, unspoken, is that mothers-in- 
pao are people. This fact, which 
radio comedians have laughingly 
suppressed for years, will probably 
|be well received by mothers-in-law. 
Femme appeal of “Claudia,” un- 
der the froth ‘of husband-wife ping- 
| pong, lies in its treatment of mother- 
dzughter relationships. The rela- 
|tionship hasn't been weakened in 
|the least by marriage. The mother 
iremains dominant and all-wise — a 
comfortable bosom on which weary 
femme listeners can pillow their 
heads and ears. The marriage deal 
is depicted as an implausible round 
of turtle-doving, but the mom- 
éaughter setup is couched in be- 
lievable human terms. 

| Unlike the average daytime serial, 
the action in “Claudia” often origin- 
/etes in tangible situations outside 
\the characters rather than in their 
,emotions. In other words its story 
)action, with minor changes, could be 
|filmed or televised. This approach 
; is handy in building separate, self- 
| contained episodes, but one wonders 
if it doesn’t reflect the playwriting 
background of Rose Franken. 

To its advantage “Claudia” isn't 
j|meant to rasp any nervous systems 
jor require any eater effort than 
| listening. It’s light wholesome stuff. 
and, though the dialog doesn’t 
crackle, it certainly has authentic 
triteness. There's no cliff-harging 
,and nobody gets shoved around. 
Commercials, neatly arrowed at 
| distaff siders, sound the hospitality 
‘note and aiso use the refrain in- 
troed years ago on ‘Spotlight Bands.” 
(“Whoever you are, whatever you 
do, wherever you may be. when you 
think of refreshment, think of Coca- 
Cola.” ) Baxt. 


; 





| run houses were given insufficient 
, Consideration — in one case to the 
; point of ible unfairness. The 
, commentaries on the visit of Poet 
| Robert Frost and on a Jewish stage 

production Tan too long. Closer 
‘attention to the starting time of the 
| program and to 
| advisable. Richard Armfield w 
| with Pettit on the production. 


Jaco. 


about the likelihood | 





Follow-up Comment: 


POE E44 FOOSE EES O46 4404 


Den Richards, first guesier spotted 
on “Pause that Refreshes,” Sun- 
day (7) CBS, vice the ailing Ginny 
Simms. proved a boff trailed for 
“Finian’s Rainbow,” in which he’s 
currently appearing on Broadway, 
and didn't hurt the Coca-Cola airer 





‘ 
, 
> 
, 
. 


a particle. Richards baritone d 
“Whiffenpoof Song,” “Ol Devil 
Moon” and “Begin the Beguine 


with a pleasant asurance that belied 





| 


minutes later Ballard comes up with | 


his somewhat limited network ex- 
perience. Teamed with the always 
satisfying Percy Faith harmonics 


Richards proved a much better than | 


average pinch hitter. 





“Ford Theatre” revival of “We 
Hold These Truths” Sunday (7) 
held up admirably. Norman Cor- 
win’s dramatic presentation of the 


: . ‘ ‘ iu. S i f Rights, originallv aired 
This machine is no substitute | 5: S. Bill of R “ 


Dec. 15, 1941, was still pertinent, 
dramatic and moving. Revived as 


a live show, with a different cast 
however, the program was a fitting 
presentation for Pearl Harbor Day. 
The dramatization of the signing of 
the Constitution, the difficulty of 
selling the document to simple, be- 
wildered new Americans, the need 
for a Bill of Rights and its geresis 
—all came off warm, timely and 
cogent. Their first revival in the 
Ford series was an excellent idea, 





| 





as the broadcast by- | 


technical details are | traveling 


the cast that did it. 





CBS “School ef the Air” featured | 


a sharp attack on racial and reli- 
gious discrimination in the U. S. on 


its “Liberty Road” series Monday 
(8). Without mincing words, pro- 
gram struck out against both the 


a credit to Ford, its agency and to | 
| blows 


| 


ABBOTT & COSTELLO KID SHOW 
With Wiid Bill Eliictt, Teny Harper, 
other guests 
Producer-Writer: Eddie Forman 
Director: Harfield Weedin 
20 Mins.; Sat., 11 a.m. 
Sustaining 
ABC, from Hollywood : 
This is a welcome novelty in kid 
shows, and one, no doubt, that will 
be welcomed by kids from six to 60. 
Bud Abbott and Lou Costello, enter- 
ing the field of juve entertainmen 
bring with them their zany type 0 
comedy, slanted towards a kid audi- 
ence, ior a program that has a good 
deal of appeal to both youngsters 
and grownups. Sustainer, in a tran- 
scribed series from the Coast, origi- 
nates from the Lou Costello Founda- 
tion there, a playground and club 
| for underprivileged youngsters cre- 
ated as a memorial for Costello’s late 
| young son. 
Program has 
quite’ a varied 
overall effect is well on the okay 
side. Initial airer Saturday . (6) 
opened interestingly enough with the 
clear piping voice of a kid announcer, 
introducing the program and its 
stars. Then on came Abbott and 
Costello with their familiar gags and 
banter, but angled for kids, so that 
the studio audience of juves got the 
point and the humor, as did un- 
doubtedly every mike listener. Gags 
were good, too. e 
Tony Harper, eight-year-old singer, 
followed with a solo of highly pro- 


downs, 
but the 


its ups and 


in format, 





} 


} 
! 


open and subtle types of prejudice | 


operating against Negroes, Jews and 
other minority groups in a manner 
that should cause listeners to stop 
and think. Takeoff point for the 
script was the “Report of the Pres- 
ident’s Committee on Civil Right” 
with the script illustrating via 
dramatic sketches the various dis- 
criminatory practices described in 
the report. Good advance exploi- 
tation would have-tied this program 
in with classroom discussions of the 
subject. 





“Wings Over New Yerk,” on WHN. 
N. Y., Friday (5), packed plenty of 
interest for the dialer until Ted 
Husing mouthed a distastefully writ- 
ten commercial on the virtues of 
Kolorbak. With Derwood Kirby 
handling interviews by means of a 
wire recorder at LaGuardia Field, 
N. Y., show on night caught came 
up with a 30-year-old Army Lieut.- 
Col. followed by Robert Montgomery, 
Vera Vague and Bob Hope. The 
| Colonel was en route to Chicago and 
the other trio was planing to the 
Cosst. A facile interviewee,Mont- 
gomery noted that he and Hope were 
returning from their appearances in 
'London at Britain’s Command Per- 
formence. He described “it as a 
“wonderful show.” Hope was “im- 
pressed with the human qualities” 
of their majesties and in bowing off 
facetiously remarked to Kirby, “With 
those kind of teeth you must use the 
stuff”’—meening Pepsodent. Miss 
Vague had been seeing the Broadway 
plays. Rather incongruous is the to 
billing Husing gets in the program’s 
intro. He reads three commercials 
while Kirby, who does all the spade- 


perfunctory mention. 


THE INQUIRING EDITOR 
Producer: Kay Richins 

| 30 Mims.; Sat. 4 p.m. 
Sustaining 

KDYL, Salt Lake City 

The Inquiring Editor is Herb 
Kretchman, editor of the Telegram, 
who asks the questions of high 
school students in this current 
events quiz show. Billed as a pro- 
gram dedicated to the idea that a 
well informed youth is a guarantee 
of national strength, “Inquiring Ed- 
itor” pits a team of four girls against 
a lixe number of boys from the same 
school, and awards points for each 
correct answer. 

Kretchman does a smooth job as 
quiz master, considering the fact 
| that he is not a pro. He has a brisk 
approach, doesn’t let the youngsters 
flounder too much, and supplements 
their answers with information of 
his own, without sounding like the 
know-it-all patronizing a bunch of 
ninnres, 

The quiz is split into three rounds. 

First segment pitches questions at 
each individual, second round is a 
true-false set-to, and the third round 
tosses questions at the entire team, 
with the opposition getting a crack 
at it if the first group misses. 
_ In general, the questions are split 
int> international, national, and re- 
gional categories, and the results are 
an imteresting insight into the think- 
ing of high school boys and girls. 
Quizzes are held at school assem- 
blies, and transcribed for later play- 
back. 

A middle break featuring a plug 
for the school itself wasn’t too bad, 
but dragging in the school choir for 
a song didn’t fit the established pat- 
ern. 

“Inquiring Editor” is a  well- 
handled program of its type, and by 
from school to school, 








. 





orks | probably does a good job in keepn- 
ing the.bobbysoxers hep to what's | Advertising is in 


what in the world. Berl. 


work at the airport, receives only | 


fessional calibre in “Good Day,” and 
A&C were back to exchange verbal 
with their chief guest, Wild 
Bill Elliott, the cowboy star. 


Then the program switched its 
format, and began to sag, in the 
various games introduced. One was 


a “quiz” game, with eight Kids on 
stage for a contest in bubble gum 
blowing, which may have amused 
the studio crowd but fell] flat to-mike 
listeners. Contest that followed had 
more interest, youngsters from the 
studio audience answering questions 
on history, geography, etc., with Cos- 
tello as gagging emcee. There was 
too much of this game business; the 
comedy of the earlier portion went 
over better. 

A bond went to the kid who per- 
formed the best deed of the week in 
combating juve delinquency. 

A&C have a good idea and a good 
program in this new show. Show 
stands up and deserves a kudo. 

Bron. 


HOUSE THAT MUSIC BUILT 
With Rex Maupin’s erch (24); Jack 

Lester, announcer 
Writer: Bill Adams 
Director: Hunter Reyneids 
30 Mins.; Tues., 9:30 p.m. 
LYON AND HEALY 
WENR, Chicago 

“House That Music Built” is ABC’s 
top model musical sustainer, one of 
dozens expertly turned out by Rex 
Maupin, the net’s midwest director 
of music. Unlike previous models, 
this one is aired as a local program 
with good business reasoning be- 
hind it. Show, offering light clas- 
sics and the more durable pops, fol- 
lows Boston Symphony and is bank- 
rolled by a chain retailer of musical 
merchandise. All in all, it shapes 
up as a logical rendezvous of spon- 
sor and customers. 
, Preem (2) went off with first rate 
sslo work by Ennio Bolognini, cello; 
Ralph Martire, trumpet; Russ Cran- 
dall, harp: and Marie Ferguson, 
organ. George Barnes’ ociet, familiar 
web combo, unswung a brisk bit of 
progressive jazz, with Barnes’ am- 
plified guitar incising the melody. 
Orch was fluid and lulling in en- 
semble numbers; string section shim- 
mered to advantage in selo backing. 


Jack Lester lubricated the pro- 
gram runway with straight informa- 
tive introes. Commercials put a 
human interest touch on the main 
store’s sheet music section and also 
plugged the Xmas gift angle. Format 
calls for a guest line-up ecved to 
drum beating of sponser’s various 
musical departments. Shows, pack- 
aged by ABC-WENR’s. production 
depariment, are budgeted at $1.206- 
$1,500. Baxt. 








MUSICAL CLOCK 

| With Sherb Merrick 

| 60 Mins., Mon.-Thru-Sat., 8-9 a.m. 
| JOHN G. MYERS CO. 

| WOKO, Albany 

Sherb Herrick has proved aj 
worthy successor to Forrest Willis 
since the latter left this spot to 
handle a program at ‘the same time 
via WTRY, Troy. for Whitney, 
| Albany’s other big department store. 
| Long an announcer and sportscaster 
;over WOKO, Herrick possesses a 
voice of network calibre—probably 
the finest regularly heard on a Cap- 
ital district station. 

Slowly but surely, he is integrat- 
ing himself into the Musical Clock 
and into the community service 
which it offers. He still needs to 
work on two angles: more modula- 
tion and further development of 
ingratiating radio personality. On 
occasions, Herrick booms too much 
,and sounds a bit over-direct in in- 
terviews with adults and youngsters, 


Interviews (one heard was with 
Mayor Erastus Corning on the sale 
of Christmas Seals), birthday and 
wedding anniversary greetings, 
'service-club, church organization 
and social announcements, and e.t. 
.Mmusic comprise e repular fare. 
‘ good taste, if a 
little over-insistent in spots. Jaco. 








MY FAVORITE EID 
With Bill 
ineluding Guy Lembarde, 
Berle, Zachary Scott, Barber, 
others; Don Frederick, anneuncer; 
Writers: Sidney Sion, Jim Tarjian 
Preducer-Director: Laurence Ham- 


mond. 
3@ Mins.; Wed. (3), 10 p.m. 
Sustaining 
Mutual, from New Yerk 

A variation of the talent-scouts 
format, this new’ stanza, which indie 
producer Laurence Hammond hopes 
to interest Mutual in skedding regu- 
larly, intros Juveniles of Distinction 
who are the “fayorite kids” of promi- 
nent figures in business, sports and 
entertainment. The kids are nomi- 
nated for appearance on the program 
by such organizations as the Boys 


Clubs of America and Junior 
Achievement, Inc. 

It's a high-minded idea, giving 
nationwide attention as it does to 


promising teenagers, and certainly, 
on the basis of the audition airing, 
offers a satisfactory quota of popu- 
lar Name appeal. “Sponsors” of the 
juves presented on the initialer in- 
cluded, besides Guy Lombardo, Mil- 
ton Berle, Zachary Scott and Red 
Barber, Oscar M. Lazrus, board 
chairman of the Benrus Watch Co.; 
and Arthur L. Manchee, exec veepee 
of Bamberger’s dept. store, Newark. 
In addition, Claudia Pinza, new Met 
Opera star, stepped to the mike to 
kudo the stanza. Bill Slater was a 
genial, glib host. 

Kids who came in for a bow in- 
cluded a boy who appeared in N. Y. 
court as his mother’s counsel and 
successfully defended her; a blind 
youth who hopes to be a sports com- 
mentator; a 12-year-old pianist; a 
girl president of a small chemical 
company in Newark, and a Negro 
girl soprano. 

The show needs some production 
embellishment; it tended pretty 
much toward a “now the next guest 
and his favorite kid are” routine, 
although an obvious effort was made 
at one point, via a butt-in-on-the-act 
intro, to escape this repetitiousness. 
The kids weren't in every case too 
impressive, judged by the aired 
samples of their talents, and the 
juves were all “home talent” (a 
factor which, of course, could be 
eliminated if the producers went to 
the expense of bringing in young- 
sters from all over the country, or 
ceuld lure them in for the payoff of 
a showcasing ). 

Souped up via really name guests, 
choice of really unusual kids, and 
some more showmanship than the 
preem contained, the item might do 
as well as the next new-talent show. 

Doan. 


OUT OF THE NIGHT 
Writer-Preducer: Lynn McKinley 
15 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Fri., 9:45 p.m. 
KSL, Salt Lake City 

An across-the-board bedtime airer, 
“Out of the Night” isn’t likely to 
excite any dialers into a case of 
insomnia. This session of music and 
poetic palaver is slow, soft and 
somewhat relaxing as befitting its 
purpose. Lowell Durham's house 
orchestra plays a conventional brand 
of music, ranging from waltzy pop 
tunes to the semi-classics with an 
ultra-sweetish accent on strings. 

Special fillip to this show is the 
dreamy recitations of Lynn McKin- 


ley’s verse which punctuate the 
musical numbers. The is 


sticky but oozes into the ozone with 
just enough enchantment to induce 
sleep. Sample: “So clear the atmo- 
sphere, so old and cold the moon 
tonight.” etc. It isn’t Keats bui it 
rhymes. 


AS THE TWIG IS BENT 
With Gerdeon Eaten, narrater; Geerge 
Johnsen, Laura Mae Carpenter, 
Jerry Nelsen, Dean Almauist, Wil- 
liam B. Newgerd, others 
Producer: Beb Sutten 
— Ralph Andrist, Ralph Back- 
3@ Mins.; Wed., 8:36 p.m. 
WCCO, Minneapolis 
In its second series of documen- 
taries, WCCO is devoting four half- 
hour programs to analysis of prob- 
lem of juvenile delinquency and 
tying in broadcasts with open forum 
meetings held in WCCO studios in 
Minneapolis and St. Paul. Other 


meetings have been scheduled in 
several other Minnesota cities. 
Produced’ in cooperation with 


Minnesota Radio Council, shows are 
written by a team which scripted 
WCCO’s “Neither Free Nor Equal” 
series, a vigorous attack on racial 
discrimination. Second show of the 
current series pointed up the plea 
that the key to solution of juve de- 
linquency is in correction rather 
than punishment. 

Actual cases are dramatized, one 
detailing the death, by police bullets, 
of a criminal whose juvenile mis- 
steps were handled by a callous 
court. Other dramatizations show 
how sympathetic and understanding 
judges have stepped down from for- 
bidding benches to get into heart-to- 
heart contact with erring Kids. 

Series stems from passage in 
Minnesota and Wisconsin of youth 
conservation acts extending age 
limit for juvenile handling from 18 
to 21 and setting up commissions to 
seek best way to remedy youngsters’ 
difficulties. In hailing these meas- 
ures as a step in the right direction, 
the series aims at listenership in 
outside states. 

Seems a smart and direct way of 
dealing with an important problem. 

Murj. 
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KG0's Bigtime Wattage Presages 
‘48 Frisco Battle for Supremacy 


San Francisco, Dec. 9. 

Inaugurating a drive which it 
hopes will bring it to the top spot 
in Frisco radio, KGO-ABC, with 
Edward J. Noble, Chairman of the 
Board of ABC on hand for the event, 
together with Gayle Grubb, local 
station exec, and other local key- 
men, formally bowed in their new 
50.000 wattage. They also announced 
the purchase of a six-acre tract of | 
for television and FM pur- 
poses, at a St. Francis Hotel shindig 
attended by Frisco notables, mem- 
bers of the press and KGO staffers. 

The transition from 7,500 to 50,000 





land 


waits was made on Monday, Dec. 1. 
Television was promised by the end 
of 1948 by Noble. The tract pur- 


chased for video and FM is located | 
903 feet above sealevel and includes | 
the huge 15-room palatial home of | 
Adolph Sutro. Transmitters for both 
video and FM will be housed in the | 
mansion. Sale price of the tract was | 
in excess of $100,000. 

Taking dramatic advantage of its | 
increased wattage, KGO unleashed | 
a publicity campaign which included | 
an eight-page tabloid supplement | 
in the San Francisco 
special advertising circulars, heavy 
local newspaper publicity and vig- 


| “nower and prestige” 


orous use of air time on its own 
station. Over 250 localities attended 
the formal luncheon and cocktail un- 
veiling at the St. Francis, at which 
a dramatic sketch was used to illus- 
trate the growth of KGO and its 


achievement of eminence as a 50,000- | 


watt station. 

Countering KGO'’s hard driving 
publicity campaign to establish it as 
“the most powerful station in the 
Bay area,’ KNBC, which has had 
wattage of the same amount for 14 
years is emphasizing its claim to 
‘ in this area. 

A lively struggle for local station 
supremacy is predicted by local radio 
rank and file. KNBC’s advertising 
which included large newspaper 


| space in advance of the KGO wat- 


tage increase, stressed its great 
shows and wide coverage. The 
theme of KGO publicity highlighted 
its 
Crosby, Paul Whiteman, Walter Win- 
chell, Lionel Barrymore, 
Guild of the Air,” ete. 











Memphis—Mrs. Fanny B. Wilson, 


Chronicle, | of Washington, has won conditional 


FCC approval for a new FM station 
here to be called WMFI. 


2 SEO TC NEE I POR, AGED 


Pressure of Work Agaimst 
Petrillo Deadline Seen 
Cause of Gaines’ Death 





big name features including Bing ; 


“Theatre | 


Charles Gaines, 54, executive pro- 
ducer of the radio transcription 
packaging firm Frederic Ziv, Inc., 
died suddenly Dec. 3 of a heart at- 
tack at his home on Park Avenue, 
N. Y. He had spent the evening 
with his wife and there was no 
warning whatever. 
| However, Gaines had been ab- 
normally active of late due to the 


rush of work at all transcription 
houses under the shadow of the 
AFM closedown in January. Gaines 


was representative for the record- 
ing companies on the industry-wide 
strategy committee concerning the 
problem. 

Gaines was a veteran of radio 
transcriptions, having been program 
director and treasurer of the World 
Broadcasting System under the 
Percy Deutsch regime prior to its 
sale to Decca. He worked with 
many of the first waxed series, in- 
cluding “Singing Sam.” More re- 
cently he supervised a variety of 
radio programs including Guy Lom- 
bardo, “Bosfon Blackic’” and others. 

His widow, Blanche Gaines, is a 
'former radio writer and one-time 
| president of the Woman Pays Club 
lof N. Y¥.. His daughter, Doris, has 
| worked for various advertising agen- 
‘cies. A brother is a psychoanalyst. 





= 








THEY TOOK TOP BILLING 
ys 


Some folks look down their long, thin noses at folk music. But when 


: they do, we at WSM always smile quietly. Twenty-two years of fostering 


this truly native American form of entertainment has proved to us that it 


nourishes a strong musical hunger in our audience. 


When Carnegie’s hallowed hall was packed with the carriage trade and 
subway trade alike—and jammed to the plush doors with enthusiasm for the. 
WSM Grand Ole Opry—the whole country had to admit that WSM’s cham- 
pioning of this special form of American artistry had a rock-ribbed foun: 


dation in the hearts of all kinds of people. ’ 


WSM’s acceptance as the Folk Music Capitol 


of the World is one 


large, loyal audience. 


BARRY STONE, GEN. MGR. 


explanation for this station’s 





NASHVILLE 


Taft-Hartley Act, that a dispute ex- 
isted, was filed before Dec. 1. 


Both the Federal Conciliation 
Service and the N. Y. State Media- 
tion Board are trying to set up 
meetings between the webs and 
RDG. The Guild, according to its 
general counsel, Ben Myers, “has 
expressed complete willingness and 
is ready to meet.” The webs, it was 
understood, have declined to accept. 


In a statement of ‘grievances 
versus the nets, the RDG local as- 
serted that salaries paid radio direc- 
tors by the companies are “ridicu- 
lously low.” 


“Gross inequities of pay are going 
to be corrected by the Radio Di- 
rectors Guild,” the 
firmly. “For years, the radio direc- 
tor has been under-paid for his 
services and had, until recently, no 
representation for his just griev- 
ances The standards of pay 
which the four networks offer the 
director is less than that of an actor 
hired by the director, less than that 
of a musician, less than that of an 
announcer, less than that of a stage 
hand or electrician employed in the 
networks’ theatres; less than that 
of the radio engineer, less than that 
of the sound effects men, 

“An analysis of the income of the 
network directors reveals that of 
all the creative personnel involved 
in a-radio program, his level of pay 
is lowest.” 

Presént network minimums for 
directors is $100 per week and for 
associate directors $70 per week. 
Guild is asking that these be raised 
to $250 and $200, respectively. An- 
other demand is that the nets abolish 
the, practice (permitted in the cur- 
rent pacts) of taking a “kickback” 
out of the director’s base pay 
amounting to 25% of any commercial 
fee he gets. (As an illustration, if 
a $100 director gets a commercial 
show paying him a $50 fee, the net 
deducts $12.50 from his regular 
salary, giving him in effect $37.50 
for handling the show.) 


Aside from minimum pay in- 











| Toscy 


Continued from page 27 








because every bit was needed. The 
orch was augmented by 20 pieces. 
There were seven soloists; a mixed 
chorus of over 50 adults, and boys’ 
chorus of 10. Instead of a normal 
week's rehearsal, orch rehearsed 
“Otello” for three weeks—all this 
extra rehearsal time being at over- 
time rates. Soloists are reported to 
have rehearsed with the maestro six 
months, 

The extra quarter hour donated 
by the net (concert went on at 6:15 
p.m. instead of the customary 6:30) 
isn’t considered in the 50G figure, 
anymore than the regular hour’s 
time. 

Toscanini did “La Traviata” last 
year and “La Boheme” the season 
before, both in two part. sessions, 
but neither was done on the lavish 
style of “Otello,” and cost is esti- 
mated at half the current produc- 
tion’s. A straight NBC Symphony 
concert, when orch was sponsored 
a couple of seasons ago, cost $10,000 
for talent. 











Directors Vote to Strike 


Continued from page 29 


local declared | 








creases and 
“kickback” 


elimination of 
system, 
manded institution by the webs of 


the 
the local de- 


guild shops. “We don’t care who 
the nets employ as directors, as long 
as those people are or become Guild 
members,” ‘said William Sweets, 
local prexy. 


The nets have refused to agree to 
this or to any other major points in 
the RDG demands, Sweets reported. 
Sweets, Myers and other guild 
spokesmen indicated they had re- 
sorted to a strike call as a last 
resort and laid their case open to 
industry inspection after going 
|}along with the networks’ proposal to 
“talk things over quietly” and with- 
out trade-press airing of the dispute. 
The talks came to nothing. 

The current contracts, set two 
years ago while the war labor rela- 
tions board was still in existence, 
weren't “anywhere near what was 
wanied” by the Guild, the RDG’ers 
said, but had to be accepted under 
the circumstances. 

This time the guildsmen aren’t in 
a compromising mood. 


ABC Goes a’Shopping 
For Mon., Thurs. Shows 


ABC programmers are shopping 
for several new shows to plug holes 
opening up in the web’s Monday and 
Thursday night schedules. Web has 
offered the 8 p.m. Monday spot to 
John Hancock Insurance for “Point 
Sublime,” currently undergoing a 
13-station test, in event the company 
decides on a full-network deal. 
Monday segment was Opened up by 
shift of Elgin-American’s Groucho 
Marx show to Jack Paar’s Wednes- 
day night slot. : 


Nothing was set up to yesterday 
(Tues.) for 9:30-10:30 p.m. Thursday 
hour opening up as result of the 
fadeout of Dr. Pepper’s “Darts for 
Dough” and scheduled shift of “Mr. 
President” to Sunday = afternoons. 
Prospects include a Johnny Olsen 
| audience quiz show, “Time's A- 
| Wastin’,” packaged by’ Mark Good- 
| son and Bill Todson. Audition plat- 
|} ter was cut last Sunday night (7). 
Web has sales’ and sustainer rights 
on it. 

















“HIRES TO YA’” 


FOR THIRD YEAR 
ON CBS 
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ELLERY QUEEN 


~ AVAILABLE on ABC 
only $4,000 


MPT Nan 


averaged a 10.1 Hooper! 


Attention, advertisers! Here’s the best buy in radio today! 
Ellery Queen hasa large, loyal audience—ready and waiting 
for you! (Did you know that Ellery Queen’s stories are 
the No. 2 best-sellers among all American mysteries?) 
Regardless of sponsor, time or network, the program has 
consistently rated among the top detective shows on the air 
since 1942. The price is low—the time is good—the return 


is assured, What more could a sponsor ask? 


A B CO PROGRAM DEPT. . Circle 7-5700 
30 Rockefeller Plaza New York, N. Y. 
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largely stimulated this buying 
among Milwaukeans were the Cubs 
baseball games that they sought to 
pick up from WBKB, Chicago, 90 
miles by airline signal. 

Other WTMJ-TV assets on the in- 
auguration occasion (3) were about 
$1,600 worth of business a week 
from eight local accounts (three of 
them the leading department stores), 
the latest tele equipment and a 
50x30x29 studio especially designed 
for video when the Journal 
its Radio City 
The station could get but two of the 
four cameras it ordered by the time 


the opening rolled around, a cir- 
cumstance which threatens to ham- 
per programing operations somewhat 
since the schedule includes nightly 
sports pickups. 

Considering the limitation to two 
cameras and the fact that these had 
to do some fast shifting within a 
consiricted space, the opening} 
schedule came off quite smoothly. 
There were numerous production | 


Milwaukee Tele — 


Continued from page 3¢ 
TELEVISION COMES TO MIL- 





layout five years ago. | 


| scale-models excursion and 


WAUKEE 


With Niles Trammell, Frank E. Mul- 

len, Walter J. Damm, Carla, Bob 
Gordon 
Louise 


- Heiss, George Comte, 
Thomas, Barbara Jacobs, 
Fabell, Francis Gallet 

Producer: James Robinson 


| Director: Lanny Pike 
| Production Mgr.i Charles Zoeckler 
j 21% 
| WIMJ-TV, Milwaukee 
built | _— ° : 


hrs.; Wed., (3) 8 p.m. 





v.p. and head of the web’s tele op- 
eration, Walter J. Damm, 
the Journal’s broadcasting interests, 


|and a couple of state and municipal 


functionaries. 

Local pride got its innings via a 
session dealing with the matter of 
how Milwaukee is masterplanning 
its growth. Carla, a blonde looker, 
who conducts a daily women’s stanza 
on WTMJ, m.c.d the blueprint and 
a run- 
ning exposition by a couple of plan- 


oversights and some technical blem- | ning experts. To all this Miss Carla's 


ishes but they were most of the sort 


that are easily ironed out with ex- {| !N8. 


| persona ity was welcome sugarcoat- 


Schuster’s, local department 


chief of 


perience and additional equipment. |store, whose tag was attached to 
The agenda was of a sufficient mix-|the city planning klotsch, resorted 
ture to give spectators a pretty to the conventional for its 
broad conception of the medium’s| namely, some film shots 


of the 


blurb, | 


scope. store’s interior and exterior. 

The subsequent three 15-minute 
slots were occupied with an all-male 
chorus chanting standard ditties 
(Gettelman’s beer), an NBC news- 
reel (Gimbel’s) and a sports revue, 
with staff sportscaster Bob Heiss 
doing the comment to some not-so- 
forte film shots of collegiate football 
games, 

With all this stage wait stuff out 
of the way, the station’s cameras and 
studio facilities were able to get in 
their real licks. The style show, 


mill types of video programming 
missing were sports and dramatic 
fare. 

The first three-quarters of an hour 
was of static dimensions. The sta- 
tion, naturdlly, had to have its dedi- 
cation ceremonies and after that it 
had to pay its respects to the old 
home town. The dedication included 
a film of Niles Trammell welcoming 
WTMJ-TV to the “NBC family of 
television,” and live well wishes by 
Frank F. Mullen, NBC executive 


About the only run of the | 






































AN APPRECIATION 


Nobody can get anywhere in show business with- 





out the kind of kind: cooperation money can't 
buy. Hence, | want to thank the following who 
greatly contributed (and that's the right word!) 
to my new radio show, "THE SONG WRITING 
MACHINE," heard on WOR-MUTUAL Sat. 
nights, 9:30 P.M., EST, from The Guild Theatre, 
and to those who gave me advice and encour- 
agement in this venture and in forming The Pat 
Ballard Music Corporation ‘which henceforth 
will publish my songs. | 


(In no particular order} 


MITCHELL BENSON EDDIE DOWLING 
ROGER BOWER ‘JOHN WINTERS 
ROBERT A. SIMON ALAN HOLT 
NORMAN LIVINGSTON — ELLIOTT JACOBY 
DON HAMILTON ED BRAINARD 
LOUIS BERNSTEIN LESTER SANTLY 
UNCLE JIM HARKINS | MOEGALE 


Gratefully, 


PAT BALLARD, which for over 30 
years has been a pseudonym for 
the name my mother and father 
gave me:—Francis Drake Ballard 


(irom the famous pirate, no less!) 





M’waukee Repents 
~ Milwaukee, Dec. 9. 
Several Milwaukee tavern- 
keepers are wondering whether 
they weren't a little too hasty 
several months ago when they 
compelled a tele equipment dis- 
tributor to take back the in- 
stallations and refund the pur- 
chase price. Now that WTMJ is 
on the air, and with a sports 
schedule, the spot operators have 
again to go through the process 
of shopping for large-sized video 
receivers and having them cali- 
brated. 
The outfit which sold those re- 
ceivers last spring had ag 
e 


the tavernmen they would 
able to bring in the Chicago 
Cubs baseball games telecast 


from WBKB, Chicago, 90 miles 
away. When the guaranteed re- 
ception didn’t pan out the tavern- 
keepers complained to the Bet- 
ter Business Bureau and through 
the Jatter’s intervention got their 
money back. 

WTMJ’s immediate schedule 
includes wrestling and basket- 
ball, both tops in popularity 
hereabouts. 











* 
| which was cued to the theme of Wis- 
| consin’s apparel industry, stacked up 


| as a suave bit of pictorial tinge 
| ill, | 
injected 
lots of action into the proceedings | 


| half-hour vaude 


not. only 


the 
followed, 


while 
which 


but suggested that this very form. of 
entertainment may turn out, after 


of a blues singer 
synchronizing her lyrics to a record, 
of course, a comedy pantomimist 
(Louise Fabell) working to a Betty 
Hutton record, a ballroom team, a 
rollerskate acrobatic turn and a 
| risley act. 

The staging of the bill reflected no 

small amount of knowhow, while the 
lensing turned out the best of the 
|evening. The Boston Store took 
| credit for the style show, and RCA’s 
| Joeal distributor, the Taylor Electric 
Co., shirttailed the vaude show. with 
a camera panorama of its video 
models. Constant Hosiery under- 
| wrote the final item, a golf instruc- 
| tion sketch, featuring a local profes- 
| sional, Francis Gallet, that must have 
| promised more action and comedy 
(on paper. All in all television came 
to Milwaukee that evening with a 
| relatively convincing demonstration 
| of things to come. 
The Journal’s radio execs figure 
ithat in addition to the $375,000 al- 
|ready put into equipment the ‘cost 
| of video operation will easily come 
to $100,000 for the first year, and 
that the investment may run as high 
as $750,000 before it begins to show 
a profit. Some of the smaller sta- 
tions have become to express con- 
cern over this tele event. They fig- 
ure any local. money that goes into 
WTMJ-TV will mean that much less 
for distribution among WTMJ’s com- 
petitors, if they may, they add, call 
themselves that. A case in point 
bobbed up with WTMJ-TV’s debut. 
Permastone, an abrasive, which used 
to spend $200 a week on WEMP, now 
is committed to WIMJ-TV for $500 
ja week. Among Milwaukee outlets 
an appropriation of $300 a week for 
radio by a local account is considered 
big money. 

WTMJ-TV is starting off with a 
schedule of 20 hours a week. It will 
be on every day but Sunday from 
2 to 3:30 matinees and from 7:45 to 
around 10:45 nightly. Sundays the 
stretch will be from 8 to 9:30 p.m. 
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Or Not.” 


and a desire by editors for more. 


freelance producers and directors. 


brought in themselves. 


Possible prelude to an NBC push for the web's 
seen in distribution last Week of a new folder 
as “six great radio buys for local and national spot 
now NBC, disdaining the co-op as a lowly form of 
ming, hasn't bothered to follow the trend in other webs of dangling major 
evening shows before local advertisers, NBC’s half-dozen 
five-a-week quarter-hours, all news packages except Ripley's “Believe It 


: programs was 
the net's C0-ops 
advertisers.” Up to 
commercial program- 


CO-Ops are all 





Radio column for distribution to the Negro press as a ‘Vi 
beginning in January is being readied by “a uc 
+ seo rom ig in media reaching Negroes. 
the four major networks on a cooperative basis and received 
from ABC and NBC; at least one of the other two webs is de 
sign. Remaining space will be offered to ad and publicity agencies. 

Carter-Johnson blueprinted the “sponsored” column, to be headed “On 
the Beam With John Milton,” following a survey by the agency last 
summer showing an inadequacy of radio copy slanted for the Negro press 


Carter-Johnson Associates, N. Y. 
Outfit has offered the column to 





ABC program veepee Charles (Bud) Barry is understood to be kicking 
around a plan to surround himself with an “advisory board” of topflight 
His idea, it’s said, would be either to 
place three or four producers and directors on a retainer basis or to set 
up an option or “first call” system under which Barry would “play along” 
with the producers and directors in developing program ideas. 1 
the p. and d.’s would be assured of the most favorable sustaining fees on 
shows they handled and be given a piece of the package on those they've 


In return, 














all, to be one of the bulwarks of the | 
medium. The runoff, m.c.’d by staff | 


announcer Gordon Thomas, consisted | Bakersfield, Cal. 
(Barbara Jacobs) | 

















WNBT 


Continued from page 30 











| a 


| campaigns this week include James 


’ | McCreery & Co., department store, 


| which will bankroll three 15-minute 

shows on Fridays at 8:30 p. m., 
| as of last Friday (5). Shows will em- 
| phasize Christmas specials and give 
i viewers tips on Christmas shopping. 
| Another local sponsor is Holt-De- 
_ Land, used car dealer, which has 
, signed for a series of three five-min- 
ute capsules on WNBT Wednesday 

nights at 7:25 p.m. Firm will trail- 
'erize forthcoming WNBT shows 
| through slides and commentary. 


Vims, N. Y. radio retail chain, is 
flirting with the idea currently of 
picking up the tab on “Musical 
Merry - Go - Round,” WNBT disk 
|jockey show starring singer Jack 
Kilty. Aired Thursday nights at 8:30, 
the show has been on a sustaining 
basis since its inception several 
months ago. 

CBS, too, came up with a series 
of local spots on WCBS-TYV, its N. Y. 
video outlet. American Safety Razor 
has signed for a series of pre-Christ- 
mas announcements to plug its new 
cigaret lighter, and the Hat Research 
Foundation has pacted for 10 spots, 
which will be aired immediately pre- 
ceding and following various sports 
event pickups from Madison Sa. 
Garden. Both these series will be 








aired on film, 


Video Bids 


Continued from page 31 


for the No. 3 channel in Charlotte, 
and Pearl Lemert, an individual, 
bidding for channel No. 10 in 








| WSB 


an order with RCA for more than 
$1,000,000 worth of transmission and 
studio equipment. 


Cox has applied for channel No. 5 
or 8 in Atlanta and plans to place its 
studios and transmitter on a 20-acre 
plot near Rhodes Center. John M. 
Cutler, Jr.,is to be in charge of the 
tele station, with C. F. 


Jefferson’s Standard’s prexy J. M. | Daugherty as chief engineer. Chan- 


Bryan predicted, meanwhile, that 
his station would bring tele to more 
than 2,000,000 people in North and 
South Carolina. Bell System’s 
is already through 
from Washington to Charlotte, but 
is not expected to be operative for 
tele for some time. WBT expects 
to spend more than $500,000 on video 
and will use a visual transmission 
power. of 5,000-watts. 


coaxial cable 





Cex Files For 3 Cities 
Atlanta, Dec. 9. 
Applications for television stations 
in Dayton, Atlanta and Miami were 
filed with the FCC in Washington 
Friday (5) by the James M. Cox 
radio stations in those three cities. 


At the-same time, the outfit placed 
eR RON UY eR NB 











| nel 





No. 5 is requested for Miami, 
with the tower to be erected on the 
Daily News building. James M. Le- 
Gate has been named station mana- 
ger, with Milton C. Scott as chief 
engineer. 

Cox has requested channel.No. 13 
in Dayton, planning to build a 500- 
foot tower near the Wilmington Pike 
southeast of the city. Robert Moody 
will manage the station, with Ernest 
L.“Adams as chief engineer. 





Glens Falls, N, ¥.—Two new ap- 
pointments on the staff of WHLN 
have been announced. Earl C. Pace 
has been designated as general 
manager, and Carl Mattison as pro- 
duction manager, 
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who saw the fight by television, 
preponderant opinion being that the 


lowly rated Walcott should have | 
won. Dissenters among the tele 


viewers appear to have been those 
more familiar with fights than the 
others. Its true thai Walcott 


backing away, acting much the same 
as Bob Paster when that led stayed 
10 rounds with Leuis seme years 
age. Fans who realized the same 
tactic was being enacted couldn’ 
2 ec thal the back-pedaler should 
hawe gotten the laurel, especially 
when the valuable world’s heavy- 
weight champion title was at stake. 

Walcott was aware that the champ 
was far fram his best but cleime™ bis 
handlers advised him not to mix it 
up im the lest round. Count by 
rounds and points was close, accord- 
ing to the judges and referce, and 
had the contender not dropped the 
final rownd, there's little question 
but that he'd have been the new 
champ. He later explained how he 
delivered the telling rights over 
Louis’ extended Iieft arm, having 
discovered that it could be done 
after scrutinizing motion pictures of 
the champ’s other fights. 

There was an andercurrent in 
sporting circles to the effect that 
Louis might be defeated and chatter 
teo that Walcott would stay the limit 
on the theory that the two men could 
then be matched for an outdoor re- 
turn match in Jume, which & now 


in the works. The odds against | 
Walcott’s surviving -were between | 


six and eight to one, and some 
wagers at double those figures were 
known to have been called off. From 
























iwork facilities, no otner network 
ican deliver like NBC. 


|am entirely false premise. 


Walcott’s training camp there were | 





for 
that being ithe match in which the motional 
German nwt by a «nockout. At the hat project maugurated this summer 
time Schmeling’s entourage declared by Wellesiey College. Idea dreamed 
he would win. |up by Linus Travers, executive vice- 


-eperts through the microphone did 











fevor the loser, but that’s happened 
before. The accuracy of radio ac- 
counts of fichts bas been at some 
varience with the decisions any 


Joha Hayes 


Contineed frem page 27 











compared with the opinion of three considerable GOP opposition in the 
officials—two judges and the referee Senate in order to take over the seat 
—and they too disagree sometimes | vacated by former Chairman Charles 
as they did last Friday. |\R. Denny, Jr. Coy was, in effect, 
drafted for the $10,000 job at a time 
when the FCC bench needs a strong 

ces HBC hand, according to reports here. 
| 4 | A former newspaperman, the FCC 
—___ Gagntim 2 = | Dominee left his native Indiana 
se a pees yi learly in the Roosevelt Administra- 
work's topflight talent, plus the | +i05 to take over top jobs with the 
three-pronged assertion that iM | Bureau of the Budget, Works Prog- 
terms of Hooper ratings, BMB and | reus Administration and the Office ef 
Publishers’ Information Bureau fig- | Emergency Management. For two 
ures on gross expenditures for net- |war years he was a White House As- 
| sistamt to Roosevelt and for the past 
two years has been with the Wash- 
99,200,008 Can Be Wrong ington Post and its affiliated radio 
What the ad said and what NBC | stations WINX and WINX-FM. He is 
execs thought out loud about the |a former director of both the NAB 


\CBS series were two different | and the FM Assn. 


things. What particularly irked | 
NBC was the CBS claim that it's 
the cheapest network per listener, 
NBC maintaining that it’s based on 


Hayes has been with WQXR for 
the past two years, since his dis- 
charge from the army. Prior to the 
war he had a key programming spot 
at WOR (N. Y.) for five years. 

Meanwhile, Norman S. McGee 
was mamed veepee in charge of 
sales, succeeding Hugh K. Boice. 
Latter will remain a veepee of 


The NBC boys are also of the 
opinion that there’s mo source for 
the lensthy~decumented copy in the 


over general executive duties. Mc- 
'Gee was previously director of 
| sales. 





WQKR ard WQKQ. but will take ; 














a se ly 


: Centinucd from page 31 
who's right. it's strictly an mira- 


jtrade exchange that didn't belong | There are limitations in our tabloid 





| Beyond choosing an 


| provided the proper mood for the 
| pitiful declamation. But the inability 
of the cameras to focus the entire 





in 

fine ° 

spots by highlighting such 
the bloated exit from the 

ing table. 

Cast, mast of whom came from the 
original Broadway production, Was 
uniformly excellent. Leo G. Carroll, 
in the title role, fluffed several times 


ij but more than compensated for his 


errors with as neat a thesping job as 


jtele has yet been able to preduce. 


Janet Beecher, as his wife; Reynolds 
Evans, as Horatio; William David, as 
Reger Newcombe, and Ellen Cobb 
Hill as Eleanor, were fine. Archie 


| Smith as John, and Margarct 


illips, as Agnes, did a particularly 
appealing job in their one big scene. 
Two sets, including the Apley 
living room, and a corner of the 
Berkeley Clab in were well 


| turned-out, providing the maximum 
.| freedom of movement before the 


some of the Guild's Broadway hits. 
Stal. 





Besten—Four Yankee-Mutual sta- 
tions in New England were kudosed 
by Brig. Gen. Thomas Lowe, com- 
mander of the air base at Westover 
Field, for “patriotic service in a po- 
sition of trust and responsibility.” 
Awards went to WEIM, Fitchburg; 
WHAI, Greenfield; WAAB, Wor- 


cester, and WHYN, Holyoke, for 
, | carrying the Army Air Force spon- 
sored “Flights Into the Past.” 














| in the consumer press to begin with. | newspaper format. We do not ex- 











icative of the headlong plunge 

L. A. Amgels ent! oc newspapers into tele is the fect 
that six applications were filed dur- 
_|ing the last week by newspapers. 

Oe ee ane” ne theese. eee tuinde sintens ti 
KTBC. Austin, has joined the an-| Miami. Atlanta, Akron, Cincinnati, 








nouncing staff of WOAI here re-| Dayton and Allentown. 





















abundance of dialog made it move 
far too slowly in parts. Almost th 








placing Jack Foster. 
Tele Mfrs. 


———em Continued from page 31 








jamin Neutra, Emerson; C. A. Mal-_| 
liet, Farnsworth; T. B. Jacocks, | 
General Electric; Edward L. Pincus, | 


Juran, Pilot; J. K. West, RCA-Vic- | 
tor; C. M. Sherwood, Stromberg- 
Carlson, and J. N. Van Deman, 
Westinghouse. 

With Hallanan at the confab were 
Edward T. Ingle, director of radio 

| of the Republican national commit- 
/ | tee, and the following members of 
the convertion arrangements com- 
mittee: Guy George Gabrielson. 
James L. E. Jappe, Marian Phelps 
and Sam T. Mallison. 

John M. Redding, director of pub- 
licity for the Democratic national 
; |committee, accompanied Roach. Clipp 
is radio-television chairman of 
Mayor Bernard Samuel's Commit- 
tee on Arrangements for the Demo- | 
cratic and Republican Conventions. | 
| Radio-television reps also present | 
Ej at the meeting included Kenneth W. 
*)Stowman, David J. Miller, Jr., 
James T. Quirk and Alice W. Faust, 
of WFIL and WFIL-TV. 








,only action present was in the 
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UNITED REXAL‘. DRUG CO. 
Wednesday, NBC, 10:30 P.M... E.S.T. 
M-G-M—"On the Island With You” 
“THIS TIME FOR KEEPS” 
Mgt.: LOU CLAYTON 


















cluded G. H. Horst, Crosley: Ben-! 


Motorola; J. J. Shallow, Philco: S.| & 
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,’‘Remember—every morning— W-H-E-A-T-1-E-S!”’ 
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Hoagy Carmichael has something 
new on Decca that sounds like a 
winner. There’s a fetching bounce 
and mixed pace about “Put Your- 
self in. My Place” which makes it 
a natural for the jukes, jockeys and 
counters. The support of the 
Rhythmaires and the batoning of Billy 
May also figures importantly, It’s 
upper-level Carmichael also on the 
other side, “Tune for Humming.” 
Here’s an instance of a personality 
and a mood composition, on the 
novelty side, proving a perfect af- 
finity for each other. Arrangement 
on “Humming” is a darb. 

Bea Booze, Decca’s girl with the 
lowdown moans, has carved out a 
corking standby for the jukes and 
those jockeys that specialize in the 





My Favorite Five 
RUSH HUGHES 
(KXOK, St. Louis) 

“Johnson Rag” (Russ Morgan). 

“Taming the Tiger” (Orchestre 
Raymonde). 

“When You Wish Upon a Star” 
(Dave Rose). 

“Heavy Traffic On Canal 
Street” (New Friends of 
Rhythm). 

“That Old Feeling” 
Lee). 


(Peggy 





—_—_——— 


LEPTIN ET «RIL A STN 


indigo idiom, The item is the 
standard “See See Rider,” and La 
Booze does it with all the modula- 
tions that the sisterhood has been 
pouring into its blues since Bessie 
Smith. An added asset is a batch 
of heavy-beat piano playing. Reverse, 
“Catchin’ As Catch Can” registers 
sympathetically but it’s synthetic 
stuff when compared to “Rider.” 


Guy Lombardo lends a smooth 
brand of melody to “So Far” and 
compounds a blend of nostalgic 
flavor and bouncy tempo out of “A 
Feller Needs a Girl.” Both numbers 
are from the “Allegro” score and 
carry the Decca label. Don Rodney 
does his usually apt job by the 
vocals. The jukes will probably 
favor “Feller.” 


Ben Bernie’s “It’s a Lonesome 
Town” and “Au Revoir” is being re- 
issued by Decca. The platter will 
undoubtedly get a tug out of that 
generation of radio listeners and 
dance fans, who warmed so kindly 
to the late bandsman’s personality. 
Good judgment was exercised in the 
choice of numbers. Because of 
*Lonesome Town's” lowdown mood 
and personal association, jockeys 
may have to limit it to the subdued 
moments of the evening. 


Arthur Smith and his Dixieliners, 
newcomers to the Capitol label,"have 
cut a western novelty that might be 
lifted into the hit class if pressure 
were put behind it. Item is “Orange 
Blossom Special.” Smith doubles 
from whirlwind fiddling to some 
weird spasms of yodeling on this one, 
producing an effect that is perhaps 
without compare in the novelty 
field. The strangeness of the thing, 
if it can get substantial play, will 
captivate the listener. Flipover’s 
“Crazy Blues” is conventional stuff, 
although it carries much zip both 
instrumentally and vocally. 


Connee Boswell also gets a re- 
issuing from Decca. Pairing is one 
of her top clicks, “Martha” and 
“The Double Talk Song.” with Bob 
Crosby and His Bob Cats in support. 
‘“Martha” still wields lots of life. 
The other number sounds quite 
dated. 


Smiley Burnett gets in a mite of 
opposition to the other purple sage 
chirpers with “It’s My Lazy Day” 
(United Artists). Novelty maintains 
a ziggy stride throughout, with the 
Sunshine Girls riding a pleasant 
background rhythm. T’other side’s 
“Hominy Grits” gives the impression 
that Burnett’s trying to do a Jolson 
in chaps. 

Cass County Boys, also toting the 
United Artists brand, have a nickle 
puller from the same class of cus- 
tomer in “Cowboy Blues.” This 
commbination is uncommonly good 
at both instrumentalizing and sing- 
‘ing. “Texas Sandman” is the back 
number and this likewise is above 
average western fare. 

Milton Estes, Decca’s western be- 
bopper, comes so close to sounding 
like Tex Williams in the former's 
roundelay on “Too Many Women” 
that listeners will find it easy to con- 
fuse ‘em. WNeveritheiess, “Women” 
should figure as a strongie with the 





Jukes and Disks 





Bodec 


side’s “Whoa, Sailor,” ‘a fast-moving 
bit of novelty fluff. 

Karl and Harty, the zany team 
which has been on WJJD, Chicago, 
are now waxed for the backrooms 
on Capitol with “Don’t Mix Your 
Whiskey With Women” and “You 
Cooked Your Goose With Me.” The 
first one has a catchy quality. The 
other can be overlooked, 


Albums 


Decca’s “Showboat” album can be 
compared commerciallly to gilt 
edged stock. It’s one of those col- 
lections that the counters will. con- 
sider as standard stock. The eight 
sides include Bing Crosby and Lee 
Wiley dueting “I Still Suits Me,” 
Kenny Baker in “Make Believe,” 
Frances Langford and Tony Marti? 
in “Why Do I Love You?” Miss 
Langford seems to fare better with 
“Can't Help. Loving You” than she 
does with “Bill.” Crosby's interpre- 
tation of “Ol’ Man River” is not the 
most moving kind, but it sets well 
here. To fill out the eight sides. of 
the packager added “All the Things 
You Are” from the same composer’s 
—Jerome Kern—‘Very Warm for 
May.” 

Eddie LeBaron packs a wealth of 
rhythm and tempo in his “Congas” 
album for. Decca. They’re eight 
sides. With LeBaron the country’s 
top man in that musical idiom, the 
choice at the counters should’ be a 
simple one. 

Machita and His Afro Cubans do 
the same thing with rhumba 
rhythms on the same label. Gamut 
ranges over plain rhumbas, Afro 
rhumbas, 
Machita vocalizes on all eight sides. 


DISK JOCKS TO HOLD 
ELECTIONS IN JAN. 


National Assn. of Disk Jockeys ex- 
pects to stage an election of officers 
next month, Barry Gray, currenily 
conducting a disk show in Miami, 
but formerly with WOR, N.Y., is the 
incumbent prez. 

Org must conduct its balloting by 
mai) since members are spread all 
over the country. 








guarachas and guajiras., 





Dash, Connelly to N. Y. 


London, Dec, 9. 
Music publisher Irwin Dash and 
Reg Connelly left here today (Tues- 
day) aboard the S.S. Mauretania for 
New York. Pair are headed for the 
U. S. on business deals and are ex- 
pected to remain abroad beyond the 
holidays. 
Both Connelly and Dash were last 
in the U. S. less than a year ago. 


‘Disk Jockey’ Tag Too 
Low, Milwaukee Radio 
Op Seeks Substitute 


Milwaukee, Dec. 9. 

Gaston Grignon, WSIN general 
manager, doesn’t like the tag, “disk 
jockey,” so he’s currently staging a 
contest, with hard money as prizes, 
among listeners to the station’s disk 
show, “Something Worth Listening 
To,” for a substitute moniker. 
Grignon doesn’t think “disk jockey” 
ig dignified enough for Milwaukee 
and that there ought to be some 
more scholarly way of referring to 
the specialty. 

The words, “disk jockey” have 
been such a pet aversion to Grignon 
that his platter flippers are in pub- 
licity copy—dubbed “masters of 
ceremony.” Somebody suggested 
“platter pundit” to him, but he re- 
jected that one as being also too 
flippant, 


DETROIT DISK JOCK 
PLANS JAZZ CONCERTS 


Detroit, Dec. 9. 
Taking his cue from profitable op- 


eration of Fred Robbins’ series” of 


jazz “One Nite Stands” in Town 
Hall, N. Y., WJBK’s top disk jockey, 
Ed McKenzie (Jack the Bell Boy), is 
launching a weekly series of similar 
vaude and jazz cocerts at the 4,300 
seater Mosque auditorium. Ernie 
Anderson, promoter of the New York 
concerts, is arranging for the book- 
ing of some of the Detroit layouts. 


Initial date at the Mosque Jan. 24 
will feature Ella Fitzgerald and Il- 
linois Jacquet. Detroit date will be 
part of a national.tour which An- 
derson is mapping for the Fitzgerald- 
Jacquet combination. 
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HOUSE OF JOY 

With Bass Harris 

2 hours, 1 p.m., Monday 
Participating, 

KING, Seattle 


Bass Harris is the only Negro disk 
jockey in Seattle, if -not on the 
Coast, and his show is probably tops 
in this area both for listenability and 
sales punch, Harris, formerly a 
member of the Exposition Four, has 
a voice that smooths all of the 
wrinkles out of the commercials. 

Harris relies strongly on popular 
tunes and vocalists that fall neither 
into the sweet or live. category, 
mixing old and new nicely. Straight 
jazz is never used. His policy of 
breaking up his 120-minute stint 
into “rooms,” such as the “Tea- 
room,” the “Ballroom,” etc. is a 
showmanly touch. 


Harris handles the. majority of 
commercials himself and sells his 
sponsors as he sells himself with 
complete sincerity and a _ sensible 
sales angle. A recent special 9 
erating puts the House of Joy in 
third place for the two hour section 
in this area, ahead of all other local 
independents and topped only by 
two network stations. Reason for 
this popularity is made clear by the 
easy, personal flavor of the program, 
which strikes an outstanding indi- 
vidual tempo and pace, 


BREAKING ALL RECORDS 
With Steve Allen 
3@ Mins., 11:15 p.m., Mon, thru Sat. 
KNX-CBS, Los Angeles. 

Contrary to what the title sug- 
gests, this owler is not a bust-’em- 
up reeord rodeo, albeit-of the zany 


BYC COMBO LANDS 
3 TUNES ON ‘PARADE’ 


Bregman-Vocco-Conn has pulled a 
rare music business “hatrick” in 
landing three songs on the Lucky 
Strike “Hit Parade” for the past two 
weeks. Not only that, but the firm, 
combined with its subsid, Supreme 
Music, has achieved a one-two 
rating. 


Tops for the past two weeks on 





“Parade” was “Near You” (Su- 
preme), with “You Do” (BVC) 
second. In No. 6 slot is the combo’s 


~. How Soon” (Supreme). 





WHIFFENPOOF SONG (Miiier) 





western-type addicts. They'll also 


7%. GOLDEN EARRINGS (1) (Paramount) ,..... 


9 SO FAR (5) (Williamson) .. 


I WISH I DIDN’T LOVE YOU (8) (Paramount) ..... 


SERENADE OF THE BELLS (Morris) ........,........... 
TWO LOVES HAVE I (Miller) ,. 


STANLEY STEAMER (Warren). 


ee +e eee 


ee ee ee 


Coming Up 


Seeeeeenae 


COC OOH re eeeeee eeeeee ereee 


AND MIMI (5) (Shapiro-B) ........sc.eacccecces sabes ete vee 


*) Frank Sinatra...... 


§ Betty Hutton ........++. 
eee eeeae @ee U Vaughn Monroe veveeeececs + ViCtOr 


spersces a 
big ie 


srrerererereeee 1) Best Sellers on Coin-Machines +-+-+++++++++++ 


§Vaughn Monroe............Victor 


Ae BALSARABA (6) (JeMlornom) o..0resssseeeeverereeseses-seeeees 9 Jimmy DOreey. soe seess sos KGa 
2 NEAR YOU (13) (Supreme) ........sceecee-seseees schsne chs RP ome Ahi 
8. HOW SOON (5) (Supreme) .........01.ceeceeseseseesescsecae { BING ExOGDY. vensreseeseeers oe 
4. TO0-FAT POLKA (5) (Shapiro-B) ................... ee ee lagen de Re states ese 8 
5. CIVILIZATION (8) (Morris) ...........ccssccccccccececcecesce, § LOUis Prima ..........4. .».Victor 

l Andrews Sis.-D. Kaye.......Decca 
Pw ON ORS SR Gye ae § Dinah Shore ............Columbia 


"**** ) Margaret Whiting .........Capitol 


Peggy EMG 0c cbbsiscntes se 
Dinah Shore...........-Columbia 


Diels TOWNS, i's vbcnds oasis Decca 
Art Lund eevee eecvccececs cde Marne 
{ Perry Como..... beneenpuass Victor 


. Capitol 


Sammy Kaye........0+++...Vietor 
FO MUG OIO s8 iad cee tii Capitol 
Frankie Laine............ 
Perry Como..,.. 
FO BUG OE,. cc vcisccciveass 


eeeteeteeee 


5 Tony Martin,.......... «+. Victor 
GENTLEMAN IS A DOPE (Williamson) ........................ namics eS alate ecieinie ses. Capitol 
FELLOW NEEDS A GIRL (Williamson) ........................ Bf abe o.. wines a Victor 

1 TQ crocs bees COLUM 
PASS PEACE PIPE (Chappell)....................... eee ae oe ee Seber ne tastes - BA ore 
*eerveet eeteeeeee otum 
DON’T YOU LOVE ME ANYMORE (Oxford)....................... ' Adrong — tteeeeeees PE ae 
y Clarke...,.... .. Colum 
PLL DANCE AT WEDDING (Simon) ...................0.-...... a pier aars: te eeeereeees Columbia 
ony Martin........ NE RG Victor 
POPPA WON'T YOU DANCE (Morris) ...............--.. SS om  pgadecglageg m= 
| Oris DaY.......cssesese ‘olumb 
I STILL GET JEALOUS (Morris) ..........+....... beta So a aoe ‘ay Pct hid hisses 
ON NB ce oSaiak eee. Victor 
Re a me te ae § Bing Crosby.......ss+00+. . Decca 
isis ea 1. Vaughn Monroe.............Victor 
NAUGHTY ANGELINE (Simon) ..........cscc00.-eccccecce ccecece ‘ante te teee eens +++ .Decea ” 
NE 56504 o0%cs0s ... .M-G-M 
WHAT ARE YOU DOING NEW YEAR’S (Famous)............... -»» Margaret Whiting.........Capitol 
STARS WILL REMEMBER (Harms) ..........0. 0000000000 .eeseees sii { cy reo ga eeeveee ras vister 
2 ay ee olumb 


Bing Crosby ee eee eeeeeeee .. Decca 
[Figures in parentheses indicate number of weeks song has been in the Top 10.} 


probably take a liking to the other 64444444 ¢664¢44¢4¢¢0¢46446446¢¢¢¢+¢¢¢4 PEPE EFEFEPEEEF16464-646-66646-4644646465464 


Disk Jockey Reviews 


{pre Set. 


“waukee merchandisers 





school. One of the ‘latest here, Allen 
tries to woo a smart set audience 
via frequently strained, but some. 
times am comedy palaver and 
a minimum plates. It's different 
than the usual disk show here, but 
not necessarily better. 

Session is earlier of two owl jockey 
sonia on the net station, preceding 
om Hanlon’s midnighter “Merry- 
G-Round.” In it Allen gets off an 
average of four not so average selec. 
tions, stressing seldom heard ver.- 
sions of old and new tunes. He fa- 
vors the classic in anything, be they 
weirdies Red Ingle, good jazz, long- 
hair or ballad, adhering to unusual 
arrangements largely... 

Allen’s been around these parts 
for three years but is new as a 
jockey. Greater portion of his show 
is given over to his satirical patter, 
interspersed with tinkling of the 
88’s himself, though he seldom sees 
a number through. Informal clown- 
ing includes reading of fan mai 
| es at fluctuating sponsors aaa 
ans, comments on the news, etc., 
all in the flip lip vein. If going into 
an especially long routine he'll script 
it first, otherwise its ad lib. 

Hurt, 


MUSIC TILL PAST MIDNIGHT 
With Al Buetner 
10:30 p.m., 2 hrs.; Men. thru Sat. 
WTMJ, Milwaukee 

» Operated by the staid and 
dowagerish Milwaukee Journal], 
succumbed to the disk jockey idéa 
eight months ago. Al Buetner was 
imported to preside and make with 
chatter and he has built this session 
into something of genuine pleasure 
and relaxation. 

Buether’s voice and personality 
makes him a natural. His is a slow, 
easy and well modulated drawl with 
no punching at any time. His com- 
ment has an air of authority, which 
is as it should be, since he’s been a 
musician all his life. On occasion 
he has a go at the piano, this only 
when some listener to this all-re- 
quest program, inquires about some 
oldie that isn’t in the station’s disk 
library. Lyric accompaniment to 
such is as a rule more of a recita- 
tion than a vocal. Boyer is a sub- 
stantial mail magnet, with the ma- 
jor a originating with middle- 
aged gals. Of the two hours he’s 
aired the station has opened only 
the first 30 minutes to commercials 
and these come closely packed. 

Buetner also does a daytime show 
on the same station for Manor 
House coffee. It’s a 15-minuter 
across the board. Odec, 


DISK DOINGS 

With Bill Phillips 
Participating 

3-5 P.M., Mon. thru Fri. 
WABY, Albany 

This Ex-Army flier has . been 
handling a two-hour disk show on 4 
WABY since the station's new 
owners, Gannett’s Press, took over 
° owe of the eget vey He con- 

ues announce “Window Shop- 
ping.” dinner-hour p am, which 

Be had a spot here. “Disk 
Do is a listenable show. Music 
is well paced and Philips pos- 
sesses a voice that pleasantly 
strikes on the ears. It sometimes 
lacks warmth, variety and flexibility, 
tending to become a bit monotonous. 
And the personality behind the voice 
does not emerge clearly. 

Phillips makes no attempt to 
embellish disk . introdusliones he 
gives them simply and directly. Per- 
haps a little more color and au- 
thority could bé imparted. Show is 
divided into -eight periods, each 
singer or orchestra usually being 
spotted in an individual segment. 

ews blocks are‘ included, which he 


does himself, and well. 





pp wiolg egg 
-m., Mon. 
panna a oy on. thra Fri. 


WMLO, Milwaukee 


Return of Johnny Olsen to Mil- 
waukee, if only by way of a sound- 
track, as is the case here, ranks as a 
shrewd bit of business action by a 
broadcaster. It was. as jockey of 

s “Rum Room” several 
years ago that Olsen developed into 
Milwaukee’s top local mike person- 
ality with_a reputation and popular- 
ity, competitor broadcasters here 
admit, which hasn’t been matched 
since, ¢ 

After Olsen had resigned as m.c. 
of “Ladies Be Seated” (ABC). Jerry 
Sill, who took over the operation of 
WLMO several months ago, 
sought to have him settle down in 
the town again. but Olsen explained 
he had other irons in the fire in New 
York. He, however, accépted the 
proposition of recording a daily disk 
routine plus commercial and relay- 
ing the stuff to Milwaukee. 

It didn’t take long to get the hour 
pretty well sold out to local mer- 
chants. The program is Olsen at his 
smoothest as a personality and 
adroitest as a showman. Olsen knows 
his Milwaukee audience and his Mil- 
and the 
three-way wedding looks like solia 
going for all concerned. 

Sill is now talking to Olsen about 
syndicating the soundtrack. Odec. 
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N.Y. the Coming Ghost City? 


If James C. Petrillo fails to get 


together, with the radio networks 


on a settlement of their coin differences, and radio music goes out as 
of Feb. 1, New York for awhile will look like a ghost city in so far as 
music and recording men are concerned. With record-making banned 
after Jan. 1 ‘and radio out as of Feb. 1, there will hardly be anything 
for musie exeeutives and contact men to do. 

Many already are mentally figuring to head out on winter vacations. 


Regardless of what happens with 
leave town pronto after the Jan. 1 


the networks, recording men will 
disk ban. So great is the strain on 


the majority of them, due to the task of planning and executing pre- 
ban recording, that most are already exhausted three weeks before the 


deadline. 


—————--— 














ASCAP to Seek Extension of Pub 
- Television Rep Rights Until 1965 


Ameriean 
Authors and Publishers is preparing 
to ask publisher members to extend 
until 1965 current agreements under 


which the Society is designated as | 


the bargaining agent for television 
performance rights. As it stands 
now, the ‘Society’s agreements with 
a majority of its publisher members 
expire Dec. 31, 1948, and ASCAP’s 
director board, which met last week 
for the first time on video prob- 
lems, feels that isn't long enough for 
it to do a job. Also, it doesn’t wish 
to. be put into the position of estab- 
lishing a rate schedule and con- 
cluding agreements with televisors 
for the payment of royalties and 
then find itself no longer, at the 
end of ‘next year, the pubs’ rep in 
video negotiations. 

Accordingly, the Society’s resident 
counsel, Herman Finkelstein, and 
Schwartz & Frohlich, its “outside” 
attorneys, have been instructed to 
collaborate on a contract to be sub- 
mitted to pub members calling for 
an extension of the video rights to 
1965. ASCAP’s agreement with its 
members on radio runs to the same 
year. 

That's about as far as the Society's 
television meeting went. 


Fla. Clubs Fluff 
Name Band Music 


Florida's entertainment spots ap- 
parently will be barren this winter 
of same orchestral talent. Majority 
of operations in the territory are 
preparing to go along through the 
coming season with local combos 
rather than chance agreements at 
higher prices for b.o. names that 
may not deliver. So far not one 
outstanding name has been booked 
for the area. 


One of the top maestroes who's 
looking for a Florida booking this 
year is Tommy Dorsey. He has an 
idea calling for the addition of a 
line of girls, etc., to his band, which 
would enable Music Corp. of 
America to sell his band as a pack- 
age. He would then be able to use 
the 95-foot yacht he purchased last 


year in Florida from Walter P. 
Chrysler. 


Dorsey Bros. to Play 
Film Concerto Jan. 26 


With Indianapolis Symph 


The Dorsey brothers: will appear 
as soloists and guest conductorswith 
Fabien Sevitzky and the Indianapolis 
Symphony orchestra in the local 
group's first pension fund concert at 
the Murat Jan. 26. Roy Harris also 
is slated for a guest spot. 

Dorseys will play their concerto 
for trombone and clarinet from the 
ee dw Fabulous Dorseys,” among 
oth things, Deal was sprouted by 
Sevitzky when both brothers were in 
town Nov. 9, J. D. for a one-nighter 
at Indiana Roof, T. D. for week on 
Circle stage. Confirmation was ob- 
tained this week. 

Pension fund program includes 
dance at Athenaeum following cen- 
Cert. with local band supplemented ° 
Y symphonists, 








Society of Composers,* 





Mercury Cuts 


Chicago, Dec. 9. 

Mercury Records, Chi indie, in 
| contrast to the prevalent fever of 
|signing all available free talent, 
dropped two femme artists last week. 
| Anita Ellis, with the company since 
|early days, and Irene Wicker, “Story 
Book Lady,” were the fatalities. 

Neither has cut any disks for sev- 
eral months, 


ASCAP ’47 Melon 
$8,000,000, About 
Same as Last Yr. 


Last week's special board meeting 
lat the American Society of Com- 
| posers, Authors and Publishers au- 
| thorized the payment before Xmas 
'of the distributable revenue col- 
lected by the Society during the final 
quarter of this year. Since this 
quarter doesn’t end until Dec. 31 
accountants are now busy estimating 
the income of the final three months 
so that coin can be distributed to 
writer and publisher members. How- 
ever, it's expected that the figure 
will at least approximate the previ- 
ous quarter's slightly over $2,000,000 
distribution, which would mean that 
ASCAP will have pyramided a 1947 
melon of close to $8,000,000. 

That figure fairly closely approxi- 
mates the Society’s distributable rev- 
enue of 1946, and that it was able to 
achieve this in the face of diminish- 
ing nightclub, ballroom, etc., returns, 
indicates that the Society is in the 
ascension. 

That the 1948 income will be 
brighter still is expected. Society 
by then will in all probability re- 
ceive extra coin from radio via the 
settlement of its claims for addition- 
al coin from cooperative broadcasts, 
which are not covered properly, 
ASCAP feels, by the current con- 
tract with radio. Present pact is 
now being renegotiated beyond Dec. 








may be resolved before the end of 
next year, with additional revenue 
forthcoming from that quarter. 


PALUMBO’S CLICK CLUB 
BOOKED UP TO MAY 1 


Philadelphia, Dec. 9. 

One of the most imposing lineups of 
band attractions ever to be cor- 
ralled for a nitery has been booked 
for Frank Palumbo’s Click in the 
next couple of months. 

Harry James finished a two weeks 
stint at the spot Saturday. Yester- 
day (Mon.) Vaughn Monroe opened, 
to be followed Dec. 22 by Gene 
Krupa. Then Palumbo has Ted 
Weems, Jan. 4; Sammy Kaye, Jan. 
15; Claude Thornhill, Jan. 22; Stan 
Kenton, Feb. 2nd; Louis Prima, Feb. 
9th: Desi Arnaz, Feb. 23rd; Frankle 
Carle, March 29th, and Carmen 
Cavallaro, April 12. 








Decca Records last week declared 
its usual 25c quarterly dividend on 
outstanding shares of capital stock. 
Divvy payable Dec. 30 to share- 
holders of record Dec. 16. 





31, 1949. Too, television’s problems | 


¥ 


N.Y, PARAMOUNT 
IN MCH DEALS 


In what is perhaps the first move 
by a major stageshow theatre against 
|high talent prices, the Paramount, 
|New York, last week collaborated 
| with Music Corp. of America and 
| two top name bandleaders on a pair 
| of deals designed to combat a lagging 

b.o. And it’s probable that the con- 
| tract revisions engineered by the 
| three principals will have far-reach- 
ling effect on the other Broadway 
| stageshow-film houses—the Strand 





GE IN PR 


ICE CUT 








Camarata Back in N.Y. 





lof the New London label, being re- 
lleased in the U. S. by English Decca, 
| planed into New York over the 
| weekend after a five-week stay in 
|Britain. While abroad he _ super- 
| vised a number of recording sessions 
{by British musicians and artists. 
| He's scheduled to leave for the Coast 


|within 10 days to handle a number 


Band Operations in for Special 
Attention in MCA Chi Exec Meet 


. Chicago, Dec. 9. 
Music Corp. of America’s top ex- 

| ecutives met here last week for their 

| annual biz get-together. The band 


Toots Camarata, musical director | giyision came in for special attention. 


It was decided that MCA band 
| executives must make every effort 
| to impress upon the talent they han- 
dle that the honeymoon is over— 
| that prices must come down in the 
| face of lagging b.o. returns, or else. 
| There isn’t much of a problem for 
| MCA or any other agency from this 
source in so far as medium name and 


houses which have been finding dif- | of recording dates there, not for | lightweight name orchestras are con- 


land Capitol—and other key-city 


| fieulty. 

Louis Prima and Carmen Cavallaro 
are the maestros involved. Prima 
had a contract for the Par calling 
for a flat $50,000 for four weeks: 
Cavallaro had one for the same 
period for which he was to get $47,- 
500. Several weeks ago, the Par, 
| taking the lead in endeavoring to 


agreements be revised 
downward, an unprecedented re- 
quest but one that the theatre 
pointed out was justified in view ot 
recent b.o. trends. 
out to MCA and the bandleaders 
that if the Par was forced to honor 
the agreements as written there was 
no question but that it cowld not 
supply the bands involved with top- 
flight films, that medium-weight pro- 
ductions would’ have to be used. 


Par and MCA then agreed to cut. 
By revising Prima’s contract from 
50G to $40,000 for four weeks, the 
leader gets the benefit of a virtually 
guaranteed b.o. picture—‘“Road to 
Rio” (Crosby-Hope-Lamour) in this 
case—plus a contract at the same 
terms for 1949. Cavallaro’s pact was 
also reduced to 40G figure with the 
same type of film and ‘49 contract 
clauses. 

Neither the Strand nor the Cap'- 
tol, which operate with the same 
style stageshows, has been aware of 
the Prima-Cavallaro deals, but both 
have been pressing in-recent weeks 
for revisions of deals already writ- 
ten. 
occur. 


that these 





prices for top-name bands and vocal- 
ists was due to seek a more equitable 
level has been evident for months. 
Wartime quotations have been sus- 
tained against diminishing postwar 
b.o. totals. No one concerned with 
the booking of top-name artists be- 
grudges them all they can possibly 


it has generally been agreed that 
prices must come down in a ma- 
jority of situations or the band busi- 
ness, which isn’t in a very healthy 


hit with a trend by theatres in N. Y. 
and key cities toward eliminating 
stageshows and returning to straight 
pix. At the moment the band busi- 
ness, bookers point out, 
afford such a possibility. 





Park Men Take Price Stand 
: Chicago, Dec. 9. 

Fat fees asked by name band- 
leaders are due for a _ trimming. 
Band buyers here last week for the 
convention of the National Assn. of 
Amusement Parks, Pools 
Beaches declared that orchestras, 
no matter how namey, will get the 
go-by hereafter unless prices are 
reduced. 

Buyers are especially cold to one- 
nighter asking prices of $1,000 to 
$2,000, which, they say, aren’t com- 
mensurate with drawing power. 
Park men say the average band can 
expect $560-$750 from here on in, 
with only toppers getting as much 
as $1,000 in guarantees. 





BMI Now Has Signed 16 
CCOA Ops to Music Pacts 


Chicago, Dee. 9. 
roadcast Music, Inc., made fur- 
ther inroads into Chicago Cafe 
Owners Assn. membership last week 
by licensing three more of its mem- 
bers. Organization has refused to 
deal with BMI as a unit, although 
16, or about half its membership, al- 

ready have signed as indiviguals. 


week-—Silver Frolics, Club Alabam, 
Cusimo and the Baroque. Only three 
are CCOA. 





reduce basic stageshow costs, asked | 


It was pointea | 


It’s very likely that this will , 


That the ever-ascending trend of, 


| London, 

James C. Petrillo waxing ban, ef- 
| fective Jan. 1, won't result in any 
| special benefit for his firm, Cama- 
jrata feels. It can, however, if the 
{ban lasts long enough and_ the 
{American diskeries’ huge backlogs 
jare run down. 





Kenton, Cole In 
Revise Setups On 
Publishing Firms 


Carlos Gastel, manager of Stan 
Kenton’s orchestra and the King 
Cole Trio, is in the throes of revis- 
ing the music publishing setup of 
those two groups and may continue 
his ideas down the line to Peggy 
Lee, who also has a publishing firm. 

Kenton and Nat Cole had been 
tied to Mickey Goldsen on a publish- 
ing deal, the former with a firm 
titled Leslie Musie and Cole with a 
company called King 
These agreements have been can- 
celled by mutual consent and Gastel 





is now arranging for one firm for | 


the two artists and 
Burke-Van Heusen. 
Kenton and Cole agreements with 
Goldsen called for the latter to hold 
;a 50% interest in each company, with 
each artist having the other half, a 
| portion of which each gave Gastel. 
‘In recent months, there has been 
| objection by the artists to the deal: 
| they pointed out to Goldsen that be- 
jcause Gastel held a piece of each 
firm they themselves wound up with 
|less than Goldsen. They sought re- 


himself with 


Cole Music. | 


cerned. They have been cut or were 
| forced to cut quotations by buyers. 
| It's mainly the top names who are 
| still creating a price problem. 

| Few of the better known leaders 
| have revised ideas on what they feel 
| they are worth despite diminishing 
; b.o. returns, and MCA feels. they are 
| making it increasingly tough for the 
smaller combos to operate. Too 
'much money has been lost by pro- 
| moters, location buyers, etc., on the 
| top names at top guarantees, thus 
| precluding or minimizing the use of 
} medium names. 

| ‘he band business is a sort of a 
cycle. Promoters, when times were 
good, made money on hot b.e. names 
ion which they could afford to take 
|a risk in the face of less powerful 
b.o. people. When they can’t build a 
| surplus due to a lack of b.o. power 
by even the top names, then the 
cycle is broken and eventually even 
the best names must find work Op- 
portunities restricted. This MCA 
| feels must be corrected. 

| While all this palaver is going on, 
' many band-buyers feel that in most 
cases it is the agency that’s to blame 
| for maintaining the highest possible 


| prices for the best talent, even 
though the majority of leaders have 
gone about reducing their own 


operating costs. 


j 
| 





8h Stations Sign 


BMI Costraets 


Approximately 70% of the net- 
| work and independent radio outlets 
‘previously signed with Broadcast 
| Music, Inc., for the use of the latter’s 
eopyrighted music, have renewed 
with that organization. Renewal 


get from a theatre, but for months | 


visions calling for an equal three- | 4 : 
way split, which Goldsen refused on | period is for nine years, from March 


condition, would in all likelihood be | 


couldn't 


and | 


the grounds that the deal called for ' 11, 1950, to 1959. All told, BMI |.as 
im to assume printing and other 


expenses, and a straight 33 1/3% for | 


| him would thus not be equitable. As 
'a result, both firms will be dissolve 


jing 50% of the income of each until 
'that date. Cancelled contracts were 
!for five years, approximately two 
|years having expired. 

Gastel’s negotiations with B-VH 
call for the establishment of a Pro- 
gressive Music firm lumping the ac- 
tivities of both artists and in which 
| Gastel will be a stockholder. It calls 
for B-VH to be selling agent on a 
10%-off-the-top of all profits, Gas- 
tel and the artists assuming all costs. 
In the event either artists comes up 
, with a hit tune, B-VH or another 
‘one of the Edwin H. (Buddy) Morris 
|firms (of which B-VH is a subsid) 
will put a staff to work on it under 
'a different coin deal. 


JURGENS FOR N.Y. PENN 
FEB. 23 IN 8-WEEKER 


Dick Jurgens’ orchestra will get 
its first shot at a major New York 
location Feb. 23, when it opens at 
the Pennsylvania hotel. Band, which 
was to have worked the Penn 
|earlier this year, has been sched- 
|uled for a straight eight-week pe- 











succeeds the current Charlie Spivak. 

Jurgens’ combo, a _ midwestern 
and Coast fave, was to have played 
‘the Penn last spring. Due to the 
| condition of business at that time, 
ihe and James V. McCabe, -Penn 





|managing director, agreed to cancel ! 
BMI signed four bistros in ali iast | that contract. Neither cared to risk | the Will Osberne orchestra has been 


the introduction of a name untried 
in the east into the Penn at that 
j time. 


| riod following Frankie Carle, who | 


executed contract extensions with 
close to 800 of the 1,100-odd stations 
with which it previously had agree- 


' ments. 
d | 


as of Jan. 1, with Goldsen retain- | 3 
_hewals at so early a date is to put 


| the radio-owned performance rights 


BMI’s purpose in asking for re- 


outfit “on a fair competitive basis.” 
This means that contracts would co- 
incide with those held by the Ameri- 
ean Society of Composers, Authors 
and Publishers: Latter’s agreement, 
i which expires Dec. 31,. 1948, inci- 
‘dentally, has not yet been extended. 
: When and if it is (and there's no 
reason to believe it won’t be) the 
extension will be for nine years. 


N.Y. Local 802 Holds 
Services for Members 
. 7 7 

Who Died in Services 
Memorial services for 41 mem- 
| bers of New York Local 802, of the 
; American Federation of Musicians, 
who died while with the armed 
}forces during World War Il, were 
| held at the union’s headquarters on 
| Pear] Harbor Day (7). Chaplains of 
| three faiths conducted religious 
services. Music was supplied by a 
_band from the John Philip Sousa 

: Post of the American Legion. 
Stete Industrial Commissioner Ed- 
, ward Corsi and Deputy Mayor John 
| J. Bennett spoke at the ceremonies 
| which were highlighted by the un- 

veiling of a memorial plaque. 











} 
Jee Keith, former drummer with 


signed as a disk jockey with KLIF, 
Dallas. Keith will air two programs 
daily at 12:35 and 3:30 p.m. 
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SPA-MPPA Pact Seen Unsettled 


For Several Months at the Earliest 


There won't be a new contract be- + 
tween the Songwriters Protective 
Assn. and the Music Publishers Pro- 


tive Assn. at least until the early 
ete of 1948. This is evident by the 


fact that attorneys for both sides are 
still drafting into legal language the 


ter 


ms so far agreed upon by com- | 
mittees representing both sides on a | 





| Nitery Disk Shows 
Catching On in Miami 


Miami Beach, Dec. 9. 
Newest midnight to 3 a.m. show 
| to be added to those already sched- 
uled or in action here will hit the 
lairwaves Jan. 1, via indie station 


| WINZ, with the Beachcomber the 
d there still are two Nas se 
new pact. An | setting for the session. Currently, 


points unsettled. They've been dick- 
ering around 15 months. 

When the attorneys finish tran- 
scribing into proper form,the terms 


Barry Gray-has those hours to ham | 
self on his WKAT-Copacabana plat. | 
ter-chatter canto. Lee*Mason comes 
on within next two weeks with same 





| 


already settled, the two factions will | tyne of show from Club 22, via new 

have another meeting to take a look station WPBM. 

at their handiwork and to mull over) Beachcomber airer will essay a | 
the unsettled questions. This isn’t | more varied format, with the Baxter | 

likely to be done before the 


holidays—and during and immedi- 
ately after Xmas and New Year's 
many of the principals involved in 
the negotiation will have departed 
on annual winter vacations. This 
means that final settlement will not 


}twins featured, plus two male disk- | 
| spmners and interviewers. Dick 
| Stern, who had the Copa show last 
| summer, is a possibility for one of 
| the latter spots. 





for at least two months or | ? 
ovallgg * “Near You’ Collaborator 
: ining to be settled in- : : 
ir te deneee rte ana scone Threatens Suit if His 


that foreign copyrights granted pub- 
lishers abroad by U. S. firms be con- 
fined to 28 years as against the cur- 
rent practice of granting a foreigr? 
hold on a tune for 50 years beyond 
the death of the author. Writers 
seek in this way to make U. S. 


; ; : appearances. Goell through his at- 
foreign copyrights expire at the same torneys, Jaffe & Jaffe, notified Craig 
time so that renewal values, if a|ja;t week that unless Craig stops 
tune is assigned o another pub: | +epresenting himself as the sole} 
lisher, are fally available. Length |author and composer of that num- 


of the new pact is also undecided. 


Rockwell West 


Thomas G. Rockwell, president of 
General Artists,eleaves New York | 
Friday (12) for the Coast. It’s his 
annual holiday trek to his Monrovia, 
Cal., home. 


Rockwell will be west an 
termined length of time. 


unde- 


POOO6F4-96644644466664664446464 


and | 


Kermit Goell, 
with Francis Craig authored 
| You,” wants billing on that number 
when Craig makes vaude and radio 


who in conjunction 


| ber, he'll take legal steps. 
Goell claims that Craig infers that 
| he is the only writer of the tune on 
ky Goell was his collaberator and 
can result and has resulted in 
|serious embarrassment to Goell.” 
If Craig persists, Goell will seek an 
|injunction to stop him. If such in- 


‘junction were secured, Craig would | 783 to 565. 


be open to.a damage suit. 


CE 





Songs With Largest Radio Audience : 


The top 30 songs of the week, based on the copyrighted Audience 
Coverage Index Survey of Popular Music Broadcast Over Radio 


Networks. Published by the Office of Research, Inc., Dr. John G. 
Peatman, Director. 
Survey Week of Nov. 28-Dec. 4, 1947. 
A Fellow Needs a Girl— Sores oes TEE Pie DE ae Williamson 
RI NE Feo a ou Sciveg oskha 4 SE hedas ise s Wek eos Shapiro-B 
Ballerina oe ee Ee ek tke. on 00h ._ Jefferson 
Best Things Are Free—t' ‘Good News” . Crawford 
Christmas Dreaming ........ ...... ie . Leeds 
I er ee Pade ewe enaee _Morris 
Don’t You Love Me ‘Anymore i ye See Pe ors . Oxford 
The: Preaiom Traim ................... Ie Patios Berlin 
Home Is Where the Heart Is....... ..... .. «00+: .. Advanced 
ED tig veh aco ipe Cie beesucdeer .. Supreme 
I Have But One ‘Heart . gi Re aeee Gre? Feb. s ed .. Barton 
I Still Get Jealous—*“High Button Shoes”. Veaesc cos meee 
I Wanna Be a Friend of Yours..... ..........+. +e. ee. Hudson 
I Wish I Didn't Love You So—?+“Perils Pauline”...... Paramount 
I Wonder Who's Kissing Her Now .... .....-.-+++-+ Marks 
I'l! Dance At Your Wedding................ ceeeee ees Simon 
CRS ree rae ar ERS ln pc ces ees ee Berlin 
Lady From 29 Palms re te Sy, A er eine ree eos Martin 
DD PON, SEN GIMEE, ccuevecee se ses ee eg pn icesece . Southern 
fe op CaS ee eae eee Pet ...-- Supreme 
“4 Papa You Dance With Me—*“High Button Shoes”... . Morris 
Pass the Peace Pipe—?“‘Good News”........ ..,..Crawford 
Serenade Of the Bells ....... Be ce pert er reie Melrose 
So Far—*“Allegro” ................: .. Williamson 
Ms say is des bk bas oe wel meee Se .Warren 
The Stars Will Remember .. ... .. .......-00055 


Two Loves Have 1 . 
White Christmas 


.. Harms 
may bape” .-. Miller 
PO Len . Berlin 
With a Hey and a Hi and a Ho Ho Ho................ Bourne 
You Do—t“Mother Wore Tights” ...........-.050+5-> BVC 
The remaining 22 songs of the week, based on the copyrighted 
+ 





Audience Coverage Index Survey of Popular Music Broadcast Over 


Radio Networks. Published by the Office of Research, Inc., Dr. John 
G. Peatman, Director 

A Girl That I Remember.......... thvbuae weave 
SOI See Gut -cuics Vow csv ov csnetercuyeye .Harms 
Almost Like Being In Love—**Brigadoon”..........-. Sam Fox 
een te ey ee ree . Chappell 
BE ee oc. co kk been We Be dt neous Mellin 
Golden Earrings—t“Golden Earrings” ...........--++- Paramount 
ee Pe. eer ..Miller 


_ Shapiro-B 
Remick 
...BVC 
PS 
._ Witmark 
_. Chappell 
Simon 
_. Feist 
. Feist 
Beverly 
Sinatra 
_ Robbins 
Shapiro-B 
... Martin 
.. Famous 


I'm Sorry I Didn’t Say I'm Sorry 
It Happened In Hawaii....... 
Kokomo, Ind.—;“Mother Wore a: 
Let's Be Sweethearts Again ... 
Love For Love 
My, How Time Goes By _..... 
Naughty Angeline a 
Peggy O'Neil 
Santa Claus Is Comin’ To Town.... 
That’s All I Want To Know .. 
They're Mine, They're Mine, They're Mine. 
Those Things Money Can’t Buy..............-++: 
Too Fat Polka 
When the White Roses Bloom ___. 

What Are You Doing New Year's Eve.. 


_—— 


Ceowsewereceserssewersee+seeesessesesserer % &* 


+Filmusical. *Legit Musical. 
+ FHF O904494644444464464464 4494494 4444444444444044 


Role Isn’t Made Clear | 


“Near | 





! 


| 
| 
| 


| 24th 
| 1923, 





p.a.’s by simply failing to point out} 
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Buddy Rogers’ Disking 


Hollywood, Dec. 9 

After -years inactivity as a band- 
leader, during which: he has pro- 
duced pictures, Buddy Rogers re- 
cently revived his orchestra to cut 
four sides for United Artists’ Rec- 
ords, with vocals by David Street 
and the Meltones. Two sides have 
just been released, “Sleep My 
Love” (by Sam Coslow, which is 
the “title song of Rogers’ and his 
wife Mary Pickford’s new pic pro- 
duction, 
Robert Cummings and Don Ameche) 
and, appropriately, “My Buddy,” 
Rogers’ former theme song. 

Rogers is on a p.a. tour 
larger cities plugging the 


Petrille Renewed 
By Chi AF ers; 
Other Elections 


Chicago, Dec. 9. 
Petrillo was re-elected 
Local 10, Chicago 
Federation of Musicians, for the 
time last week. Prexy since 
he was unopposed, as was the 
rest of the slate. 

His son, James J. Petrillo, was also 
re-elected financial secretary. 


of the 
picture. 


James C 
president of 


Gene Urban Tops Pitt 
Pittsburgh, Dec. 9. 
Hottest election in years saw the 


re-election last week of Gene Urban 


as president of Local 60, American | 


Federation of Musicians, for fifth 
straight term. It was the biggest 
vote brought out Mm last 
with Urban polling just 11 ballots 
more than his nearest rival, Hal C. 
Davis. Final count was Urban, 651; 
Davis, 640, and William Pohle, 58. 


Other incumbents were also re- 
elected. James CoOmoroda beat out 
Julius Drob for the vice-presidency, 
Nick Hagarty was unop- 

secretary - treasurer. 


posed for 


Michael Hickley and George Wilkins | 


were named delegates to national | 
convention and Ira Wilson and} 


Wilkins to Pittsburgh Central Labor | 


Board of AFL. Luke Riley, maestro 
at Casino theatre, running indepen- 
dently, and Frank Panella, a former 
member, crashed the board slate, 


with Leo Strini, Wilson, Hickley and 


John Marino all being re-elected. 
Urban was originally Clair 
Meeder’s choice to succeed him as 
president of Loca] 60 when Meeder 
was appointed one of James C. Petril- 
lo's lieutenants at national headauer- 
ters. Meeder had previously held the 
presidency for 12 s:raight years. 





Seattle’s Reed Reelected 
Seattle, Déc. 9. 

Jack Smith, vet dance band deuen: | 
mer, was elected business agent of 
Local 76, American Federation of 
Musicians, here at last week’s elec- 
tion, succeeding Carbon Weber, who 
resigned after 13 years of service. 
Harry L. Reed was re-elected presi- 
dent of the local, and also president 
of the Musicians Club, local’s bottle 
club. 
the bistro and Ed Carey, secretary. 

Motion to provide free music for 
all shows and publicity connected 
with the Christmas campaign was 
approved, and a proposal to pur- 
chase Norway Hall for use as a 
bottle club was voted down. 


3 SUNS, GEO. WALKER 
END BRIEF TIEUP 


Three Suns, who went along with 
George Walker when the latter quit 
Music Corp. of America’s band de- 
partment recently after a tiff with 
its executives, 
sociation last week. Walker signed | 
a claim waiver on handling of the 
group in exthange for a reported 
$10,000. Settlement is said to have 
been an amicable one; whether it 
means that trio will return to MCA 
management is unknown. Group is 
at the Oriental theatre, Chicago. 

When Walker quit MCA the Suns 





did not have a contract with 
agency. Latter simply had been 


booking them and, since Walker had 
been doing that chore and they had | 
become friendly, the Suns went with 
him. Action started a furore within 
MCA and the agency exerted various 
means of inducing the group to fore- 
go Walker and sign an MCA pact. 
Suns are a valuable b.o. property, 
having been developed via Hit 


starring Claudette Colbert, | 


20 years, | 





Handy Offers Memphis 


Piano, Horn for Memorial 
W. C. Handy, “Daddy of 
| Blues,” has offered Memphis - the 
|trumpet and piano on which he first 





played the “blues,” plus other his- 
|toric mementoes, if the city will es- 
tablish a Beale Street Museum for 
them. There’s been no reply as vet 

Venerable Negro composer, here 
s honor guest at the annual “Blues 
Fowl” football game staged by the 
Beale Street Elks for Christmas 
charities of his race, suggested that 
ihe city’s “Handy Park” on Beale 
treet named in his honor, would be 
lon appropriate place for the mu- 
lseum memorializing the birth of the 


blues. 


Hale as ever at 74, though nearly 


blind, Handy between halves of the 
Austin High-Manassas High “Blues 
| Bowl” game, brought out his “golden 
horn” ois treated the throng with 
his blowing of his own “Memphis 
Blues,” the first real “blues” hit ever 
wriiten, preceding even his St 
Louis” and “Beale Street Blues.” 


Barton Co. May Go 
| — Inactive Pending Pic 
| Plug in the Spring 


In the event that no decal is coi 
pleted for the sale of Barton Mibisic 
| the firm may be temporarily ceac- 
tivated until next spring. This pos- 
sibility grows out of the failure of 
| Ben Barton and 
| conclude an arrangement with Frank 
Sinatra whereby they would sell 
their combined two-thirds of the 
firm’s stock to Sinatra, who holds a 
one-third interest. 


Barton has a deal with Eagle Lion 
| Films to publish songs frow its pix. 
| Firm has no plug tune ready until 
a melody titled “Lazy Stream.” 
EL’s “Northwest Stampede.” is 
due in March or April, when the 
film is released. Song has been re- 


| from 


| corded. 


the | 


Hank Sanicola to | 


Band Biz Speculates on ‘Why’ 
Disk Ban Won't Last Very Long 


+ With only about three weeks to 


| the Jan. 1 disking- ban imposed 


the American Federation of 
| Musicians, recording executives, mu- 
sic publishers, band managers and 
; agents, mostly the latter three, are 
|; now speculating on “why” the ban 
won't be extended very long 
Latest rumor emanates from Chi- 
cago, here it was said last week 
that James C. Petrillo, prexy of 
AFM, would give the companies an- 
other month to record, beyond the 
Jan. 1 stoppage daie. This was ex- 
plained thusly: that a Feb. 1 halt on 
records would then coincide with a 


possible walk of musicians from the 


radio studios, which would exert a 
double squeeze and result in a faster 
solution to both problems. This, too, 


direct contradiction to the 
last month by Petrillo him- 
the effect that “maybe the 
companies won't have as much time 
as they thought to lay away a stock 


was in 
hint late 


self to 


of masters,’ which subsequently 
proved a dud. 
Another question asked is: “Why 


should Petrillo allow the companies 
,to put up three-year stocks of mas- 


ters if he didn’t expect to have his 
problem resolved long before the 
companie found themselves in 
trouble due to a lack of releases. 
This was hooked up with the asser- 
tion that Petrillo did not hire at- 
_|torney Milton Diamond, as adviser 
to the AFM, for nothing. Diamond 
engineered the settlement of the 
previous strike, while with Decca, 
with which he’s no longer associated. 
At the same time came repeated 


rumors that radio and recording mu- 
sicians in N. Y. and Hollywood, who 
figure to have current sourees of 
revenue completely eliminated if 
boih records and radio are pulled out 


by Petrillo, are increasingly devel- 
oping a leaning toward defying 
Pe'rillo. Among these are: they 
would resign from the AFM and 
work freelance; they would plan a 
'CIO union. Spokesmen for these 
‘musicians laugh at such _ reports. 


They point out that there is a natural 


Smith was named veepee of | 


ended their brief as- 


the | 


If the catalog isn’t sold its 


operations will be cut to a minimum | amount of grumbling among musi- 


until the film is released Mean- | cians, who must worry about sup- 
while, Sinatra is supposed to have | porting families, but that none of it 
given his okay for sale of the firm, | has gome beyond that stage. That 
| including his holdings, if a buyer |so far the inclination is to support 
shows up. | Petrillo, albeit for no other reason 


lthan at the moment there is no other 
choice. Whether that feeling and 
the grumbling will stay so confined, 
if either the disk ban or a radio 
in debts to be * Tstory. becomes protracted, is another 


Barton wants about $75,000 for the 
catalog. This would mean approxi- 
mately $35,000 to be split among the 
three owners since there is said to 
be some $40,000 











erased. story 
Covers Tetal 
Weeks Past Covers 
Band Hotel Played Week On Date 
Nat Brandwynne*.Waldorf (400; $2) . Hoa Se 2,500 22,175 
Charlie Spivak... Pennsylvania (500; $1-$1. 50). a a 3 1.400 = =11,150 
Sammy Kaye.... New Yorker (400; $1-$1.50)..... o--@ 1,400 10,100 
Johnny Pineapple. Lexington (300; $1-$1.50) 56 $00 52,700 
Guy Lombardo... .Roosevelt (400: $1-$1.50)..... : .. Si 2.350 20,150 
Stan Kenton...... Commodore (400: $1-$1.50).. ...... 2 1,500 3,825 


*“De Marcos at Waldorf, 





Chicago 
Chicago, Dec. 9. 

Jose Melis (College, Inn, Sherman; 700; $2-$3.50 min.). Med’ Torme had 
. big share of Fair Exposition conventioneers and visiting 4-H Club young- 
| sters. Excellent 5,200. 
| Ray Morton (Mayfair Room Biackstone; 300; $3.50 min. $1 cover). 
Ilona Massey featured. Almost 2.500. 

George Olsen (Marine Room, Edgewater Beach: 700: $1.50-$2.50 min.), 
| Beginning of pre-Christmas slump showing but still good 3,500. 
| Orrin Tucker (Boulevard Room, Stevens; $3.50 min. $1 cover). 
| Maintaining balance at 3,000. 

Griff Williams (Empire Room, Palmer; 550; $2.50 min. $1 cover). Slushy 
weather and sleet brought only fair 3.200, 


Los Angeles 


Freddy Martin (Ambassador; 900; $1.50-$2). 
| by big grid weekend trade. 
Jan Garber (Biltmore; 900: $1-$1.50). 





Bulging 3,400 covers, boomed 


Excellent 3,300 tabs. 


Location Jobs, Not in Hotels 


‘(Chireaas) 
| Marty Gould ‘(Chez Paree; 550: $3.50 min.). Paul Draper, Dean Martin 
and Jerry Lewis surprise Lures; playing to sell-out almost nightly; 6,000. 
Eddy Howard (Aragon; $1-$1.15 adm.). Slush and sleet cut down ad- 
mishes to 16,500. 
Phii Levant ‘Blackhawk: 
2,100. 
Buddy Shaw 
, 2,900 covers. 
Lawrence Weik 
ballroom. 16,500. 





500; $2.50 min.). Variety show here. Not bad 


(Latin Quarter; 700; $2.50 min.). 


Lenny Kent heldover; 


(Trianon; $1-$1.25 adm.). Same as North Side sister 


(Los Angeles) 
(Meadowbrook, B, Culver City, Ist wk.). Moderate 4,100 





Count Basie 


Records by Eli-Oberstein, then later | admissions. 


on Majestic and recently the RCA- 


Victor label, again under Oberstein. | 


| Elliet Lawrence (Palladium, B, Hollywood, 3d wk.). 


Down to around 
7,000 stub-buyers, wan. 
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Chi Cafe Assn. 
May Sue Local 
AFM on Hike 


Chicago, Dec. 9. 

Chicago Cafe Owners Assn. 
week 
suit against Chicago Local 10 of 
American Federation of Musicians 
claiming that the recent 10% added 
to scale to cover social security and 
unemployment levies was in reality 
a contribution, 
under the Taft-Hartley Act. Extra 
10% on top of scale was added in 
October, following ruling of the 
U. S. Supreme Court that bandlead- 


ers were independent contractors 
and thus themselves liable for all 
ss. and other taxes. Majority of 


members of CCOA have not been 
paying the 10%, but a few have 
been paying the actual taxes to the 
government and state despite the 
elimination of the AFM’s Form B 
contract. 


Los Angeles local 47, which had | 


followed the Chi AFM branch in 
tacking a 10% boost on to scale fig- 
ures to Gover s.s. and unemployment 
taxes leaders must now pay them- 
selves, apparently has had no trou- 
ble making it stick. These locals 
are the only ones so far to take ac- 
tion to guarantee non-name band- 
leaders against having to pay taxes 
out of their own pockets. New 
York’s local 802 has been watching 
the acceptance of the added 10% in 
Chi and L.A. before duplicating the 
move. 

CCOA board of directors also ap- 
pointed a committee to send a dele- 
gation to Congress to protest the 
continuation of 20% tax on nitery 
tabs. Directors also skipped de- 
mands of ASCAP and BMI for 
license renewals. 





Ellington Sets Preem 
For ‘Liberian Suite’ 
Duke Ellington will introduce his 
“Liberian Suite,” written for the 
Liberian government to commemo- 
rate the country’s first 100 years of 
existence, at his Carnegie Hall, New 
York, concert Dec. 26 and 27. In ad- 
dition to its premiere, Ellington and 
his arranger, Billy Strayhorn, are 
readying a group of other new pieces 
for debut. 


Ellington did the composition on 
commission from the Liberian gov- 


ernment. 








last | 
instructed attorneys to file | 


which is prohibited | 


ae 
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Survey of retail sheet music 4 \ 
sales, based on reports obtained S g . 
from leading stores in 11 cities, ev q 8 4 
and showing comparative sales ae ’ : 6 v 
: > a|al|¢ Si» 
rating for this and last week. - s a ou ris oO 
x 2|3| § gi21 819 |7 
e ce} n -_ i=} 4 i. a A 
% r= i “4 A o£ oa 2 o - 
ee ee eee mn: 
M sic] 6 i4 ‘ wil & 
Week Ending /[3/8/2/2/2//¢]slglalgle 
National a1H!l = © A Z 3 2 F a pa 
Rati ~ : ~ = A 2 
Bisis ; 2 isis : 
This Last o|a| 3 @;';3/8/3lsigialtT 
wk. wk. Title Publisher} 2/0} @| @/ 9] Ho) mm) oi} a] ® 8 
1 1 “Near Yee”. “romeo See a MT. GE: TO a We Pe Bee ee 
[ie SS. SR APE SRS oe, wee 8 ee a ee 
£ Sef ~~ “Ballerina” cs Sig Jefferson. cau ee 8 3 8 5 6 1 Se 2 5 8 59 
4 4. “And Mimi”... en... 8 US we SS ee SS, 
| 5. 3 “Whiffenpoof Song”... . Miller...... 7, Ee Ee a ie ae, 
6 6 “How Soon”............ .. Supreme. . ee 5 10 2 8 2 a 1 3 50 
| 7 7 “Civilization ”.......... Morris..... 4 9 4 4 10. 6 .9 6 2 45 
8 10 “White Christmas”.... Berlin...... LECCE RRS JS WS ee ee 
9 12 “Serenade of the Bells”. Morris FP aS 6 5 9 8 Bea see 5 ys a 25 
10 5 “Wish I Didn’t Love So”. Paramount. 4... 5 (AR ee 
11 13 “Too Fat Polka”........ . .Shapiro- * ee ae 4 22 
12 aa “Here Comes Santa”....Bourne..... ee ieee: a... 1 : 16 
13... “Pass That Peace Pipe”. Crawford... .. es Serer we are 11 
|] 14 .. “Winter Wonderland”. A. BGI OT SRT aa EB hie, 
‘s 28 18... “Be Bae’... .0: Williamson. ..... ... 6 10 me 















































Jimmy Dorsey 
To Break Up 
Due to Illness 


Jimmy Dorsey will disband his 
orchestra at the end of next week 
and retire, at least temporarily, to 
his Toluca Lake, Cal., home. He has 
cancelled dates as far ahead as mid. 
| February, indicating that the layoff, 
| said to be due to illness, will cover at 
| least three months or more. Mean- 





| while, there is some talk about his 
;returning to the General Artists 
agency, reports which are flatly 


denied by those concerned with him. 
He’s said to be completely satisfied 
with the booking being done for him 
by the Mus-Art agency and Harry 
Romm, who handles the band for 
theatres. 

Dorsey plays the Palace theatre, 
Columbus, O., Monday to Wednesday 
| (15-17), the U. of Akron Friday (19) 

,and the U. of Pittsburgh Saturday 
| (20), after which the combo breaks 
up and he heads west. Dates he can- 
| celled include ‘theatres in Reading 
|Pa. Holyoke, Mass., Providence, 
| Newark, Hartford, Baltimore and a 
| two-week run at the Ansley hotel, 
| Atlanta, to have opened Feb. 4. 
Dorsey will record for M-G-M 
| Records in New York today (Wed- 
| nesday) and tomorrow before head- 
jing west for the theatres and one- 








RCA to Record Score 


RCA-Victor 
the forthcoming “Bonanza Bound,” 
musical which opens in Philadelphia 
Dec. 26. Recording will be done be- 
tween that date and the Jan. 


of the disk ban imposed by the 
American Federation of Musicians. 
It will use ‘the entire cast of the 
show, bejng produced by Feigay & 
Smith with Herman Levin, and will 


course. 


It is underwriting the cost of record- 


the producers a 





is by Betty Comden 
Green; music by Saul Chaplin. Chap- 
pell also has the “Look, Ma, I’m 
Dancing” score which has not been 
sc‘ as yet for recording. Hugh 
Martin penned the music and lyrics. 





Smash! 


WITH A HEY 
AND A Hil 
AND A 
HO HO HO! 


BOURNE, INC. 








Both shows are in rehearsal in New 
York. 


Another under-the-wire album 
will be Howard Dietz and Arthur 
Schwartz's “Inside U. S. A.” with 
Beatrice Lillie doing some of the 
songs providing she arrives from 
London in time as she: has now de- 
ferred her sailing to Dec. 16. 


Temple’s Kidalbum 


Hollywood, Dec. 9. 





Shirley Temple  is_ narrating 
“Bambi” in kidalbum form for 
|; RCA-Victor. 

Victor will release the album in 
conjunction with RKO’s re-release 
of Walt Disney's cartoon of the 
same title. ; 





Max Lutz Joins Bros. 
*Chieago, Dec. 9. 
Max Lutz, former Chicago Burke- 
Van Heusen contact man, has joined 
the newly formed Lutz Bros. Music 
Co., in partnership witth his broth- 
ers, Herb and Sam. 
Max, who resigned recently from 





799 Seventh Ave. 
New York 














Jewel Music in Hollywood, will 
headquarter on the Coast with Herb, 
the firm’s prexy. 





From Coming ‘Bonanza’ 


will cut the score of | 


1 start | 


release the disks in album form, of | 


Vietor is not paying an advance. | 


ing the score, at scale, and paying | 
roya!ty. Chappell | 
Music is publishing the score, which | 
and Adolph | 


| Mus-Art Opens 


, Branch in Kaycee 
Kansas City, Dec: 9. 
| Mus-Art agency, set up only a 
short time ago by ex-Music Corp. of 
| America men, established a branch 
here last week. Outfit’s local gut- 
post will be handled by Johnny 
Sandusky, who formerly handled 
' the McConkey agency branch here. 
Branch was put into motion by 
Mus-Art’s Russ Facchint, who, with 
Jack Whittemore, Lyle Thayer and 
| Howard Christensen, established 
| Mus-Art. Facchine is now a roving 
M-A rep while Christensen runs the 
agency’s Chicago office, Whittemore 
heads the N. Y. office and Thayer 
; ditto in Hollywood. 








Harthun Joins Chi M-A 
Hollywood, Dec. 9. 

Chalk up another salesman shift 
|from Music Corp. of America to 
Mus-Art. Bob Harthun, who had 
| been handling small units in MCA’s 
local office, had a tussle recently 
with Larry Barnett, head of the 
agency’s band division, and he 
hopped over to Mus-Art. 

Harthun is now assistant to Lyle 
Thayer, new agency’s Coast head, 
also a former MCAer. 


Scott Records in N.Y. 
While Band Plays Pitt 


Raymond Scott has been giving 
an unusual twist the past week or 
so to the task of stacking away pre- 
|ban record masters for M-G-M Rec- 
ords. He’s been in New York record- 


|ing with a band composed of studio 
musicians while the dance band he 
has been working with for the past 
| year or more completed a date at the 








| Ankara, Pittsburgh. Combo finishes — 


| its run there next Monday (15) un- 
|der a substitute leader. 


Caught unprepared for the Amer- 


‘ican Federation of Musicians’ disk | 


ban, by bookings which would have 
kept him far from recording studios 
until beyond the Dec. 31 ban date, 
Scott induced the Ankara operators 
;to allow him to come to N. Y. to 
record. They agreed, and he left his 
dance combo to fill out the date 
,alone while a studjo combo re- 
'hearsed and cut the needed disks. 


Johnny Black’s Estate 
Settled, Closing Case 


Hamilton, O., Dec. 9. 
Estate of the late Johnny Black, 


composer of “Paper Doll,” was 
closed here recently through an 


accounting filed in common_ pleas 
court. Extensive litigation in the 
New York courts dissipated much 
of the assets, however. This suit 
eventually proved that Black was 
co-composer, and his estate, there- 
fore, received one-half of the royal- 
ties from the song, which was a 
revival hit almost two years ago. 
Royalties amount to $9,454.13. 

Sally Black Waldo, one of Black’s 
widows, now Sally Black Riggs, 
through remarriage, received the 
major portion of the estate, being 
awarded $1,890 as statutory allow- 
ance and $1,200 as widow’s allow- 
ance in addition to three-fourths of 
the $1,665 residue. One-eighth of the 
latter figure goes to Jennie Huber, 
the composer’s mother. 


Other assets of the estate cover 
copyrights in three other of Black’s 
songs, “Without .. Doubt,” “Shelia” 
and “Too Many Irons in the Fire.” 
However, to facilitate accounting, 
Harry S. Wonnell, local attorney, 
administrator of the Black estate, 
obtained a court order to distribute 
the royalties and copyrights to the 
| three beneficiaries. 

Black, whose song hit, “Dardanel- 
la,” was a hit of previous years, 
rose to fame as. a.composer, but 
sank into comparative poverty when 
the popularity of the tune subsided. 
|'He died as the result of a brawl 








| with a patron in a local night club 
|which he was managing several 
ly°ars ago. 





_ 


Lytell Maps Dance Orch 


Jimmy Lytell, radio and record- 
ing clarinetist, who’s been high in 
‘demand for years, is aiming at 
|forming a band of ‘his own for 
‘dance dates. He's figuring on six 
, Strings, three tenor sax, one trum- 
pet and three rhythm in addition to 
|his own instrument, plus a_ girl 
singer. 


Lytell may be handled by Gen- 
eral Artists Corp. 





nighters remaining. Whether these 
will be his last disks for the Metro 
label is undisclosed. 

Dorsey is said to be suffering 
from nervous exhaustion. Breakup 
of his band jis the first: time Dorsey 
has made such a move, except for 
occasional vacations, since he took 
over leadership of the outfit from his 
brother Tommy Dorsey, at Glen Is- 
land Casino, New Rochelle, N. Y., in 
1936. e 





Buddy Johnson, BMI 


In Music Firm Deal 


Maestro Buddy Johnson has con- 
cluded a deal with Broadcast Music, 
Inc., for the establishment of a music 
firm to be called Sophisticate Music 
Co. It’s for one of those staffless 
publishing house deals which call 
for an advance of $300 by BMI 
against performance royalties for 
every one of his own songs recorded 
by Johnson and released by Decca. 

Deal is for one year. 








TRULY A STANDARD! 


TRUE 


By WALTER G. SAMUELS 
and LEONARD WHITCUP 


SANTLY-JOY, INC. 
1619 Broadway, New York 
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Majestic Maps 
Court Action On 
McKinley Pact 


Despite a ruling last week by the 
American Federation of Musicians 
releasing Ray McKinley's orchestra 
from the contractual grip on it by 
Majestic Records, the case is not 
closed. Majestic intends to take its | 
complaint to civil court, an action | 


that is not usually taken in disputes | 
refereed by the AFM ‘unless the} 
latter gives its consent. Majestic 
asserts the AFM is aware of its in- | 





tention. 

Meanwhile, McKinley is mo- 
mentarily free to conclude a record- | 
ing deal elsewhere, and Majestic | 


spokesmen say they have made an, 
arrangement with RCA - Victor. | 
which was approached by General 
Artists, McKinley’s agents, on a deal. 
This arrangement is said to call for 


RCA to record the band but to with- | 


hold release of resultant disks until 


the leader’s dispute with Majestic is | 


disposed of completely. And that if 
* Majestic’s.. contentiéns are honored 
by a civil court that. RCA has agreed 
to turn over these masters for re- 
lease on the Majestic label, with the 
proper remuneration, of course. And 
if Majestic loses RCA goes ahead by 
itself with McKinley. 

That's Majestic’s story. GAC as- 
serts it is not aware of such an 
agreement between the two compa- 


nies and states flatly that there's a | 


good possibility McKinley will not 
be signed with RCA. Executives of 
the latter were not available 
confirmation or denial of. the Ma- 
jestic story. 

Majestic’s reason for taking its 
squabble with McKinley into court 
is based on the fact that the AFM 
refused to recognize a renewal of 
a two-year deal with McKinley be- 
cause that renewal had unaccount- 
ably been held by Majestic instead 
of being filed with the AFM at the 
time of conclusion as per the lat- 
ter’s rules. Majestic takes the 
stance that, regardless of the over- 
sight, the renewal, which retains its 
hold on McKinley until Jan. 27, 
1949; is still legal. And it was 
voluntarily agreed to by McKinley 
at the time in return for a $14,000 
advance against later-due royalties. 
He needed money and took this 
method of getting it. 

McKinley’s original two-year deal 
with Majestic carried terms calling 
for a minimum amount of produc- 
tion and sale of his recordings. 
Agreement carried a 30-day can- 
cellation clause in the event these 
terms were not lived up to. 
a ___) 


Feature these songs for 
CHRISTMAS ... 1! 
KISSES FOR CHRISTMAS 


. 
MY CHRISTMAS WISH 
« 
IT WAS CHRISTMAS IN LONDON 


e 
CHRISTMAS TIME'’S THE 
TIME FOR LOVE 


. 
WITH CHRISTMAS MORNING 
IN YOUR HEART 


MILLS MUSIC, Inc. 
New York 1? 
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Majestic Diskery 
Reported Up For 
Sale; Pays Pubs 


Chicago, Dec. 9. 
Report here has it that Majestic 


| Records, part of the Majestic Radio 


 & Television setup, is up for sale. 
|No one at Majestic’s main offices 
in this city would deny or confirm 
Lit, but the talk is. gaining momen- 
; tum. It has spread to the company’s 
| Various outposts. 

That Majestic’s ecording arm 
could be in much better shape is 
widely known. It is in debt to 
artists, music publishers and others 
even though it has been claimed 
}that the disking branch itself has 
'been in the black since the latter 


part of last year. The parent sadio- 
nanufacturing firm's losses are sup- 
posed to explain the recording divi- 
sion’s plight. 


No Confirmation From N. Y. 

That Majestie’s recording’ division 
is up for sale spread around New 
York last week. Employees at the 
| local offices had heard the reports 
i but knew nothing more, Sidney 
Harris, the company’s N. Y. attor 
ney, would neither admit nor deny 
the talk. Meanwhile, the company 
appeared to haye a hit recording in 
| Roses Murphy's disking of “I Can't 
|Give You Anything But Love.” its 
| first solid hit, incidentally, since 
| Eddy Howard's “To Each His Own.’ 

At the same time, Harry Fox, 
trustee fer music publishers on 


| recor d-royalty maiters, 
| Majestic last week for 


went after 
back royal- 


}ties. He collected $50,000 of ap- 
; proximately $125,000 the company 
|}owes publishers, which had been 


| built up via arrangement made by 
| Fox with the consent of publishers, 
The deal was to spread regular 
quarterly royalties over extended 








at the Meadowbrook, 


Frank Dailey will use Morales for 
-l three weeks beginning either Jan. 


"| Irvington, N. J. 





MORALES DUE FOR RUN | Songsmith Grossman To 


ATN. J. MEADOWBROOK 


Sunday evening “Rhumba Nights” 
have been so successful at the b.o. 
roadery in 
Cedar Grove, N. J., that it's ne- 
gotiating with Noro Morales to 
bring a full-fledged Latin crew into 
the spot for a run, in conjunction 
with a pop-styled outfit. Boniface 


Shocked by the ravages of cancer 
as he has seen it, with the passing 
last week of his wife, songwriter | 
Bernie Grossman plans dedicating | 
himself to raising funds for the 
cause against the disease. Mrs. 
Grossman was 42 and died in a New 
York hospital although they were 
Hollywood residents. 

Having no children or other near 
relatives, save Rena Santos, singer, 
who is his sister, the songsmith plans 
pledging a large portion of his Tin 
Pan Alley income to the cause of 
cancer, 


B-VH to Publish Winning 


18 or 25, with a medium-name, pop- 
style outfit still to be selected. It'll 
be the first time Dailey has used 
two bands and the first time a Latin 
crew was featured. 

Morales teed off Dailey’s Sunday 
eve rhumba sessions four weeks 
ago and did almost capacity biz, 





which isn’t happening often at} Song in Boston Contest 
Meadowbrook, as is true almost Boston, Dec. 0. 
everywhere ise oetute a “Barn |, Boston Post song contest was won 
ime inte s 

Dance” idea on Monday evenings, | titted “Like We Used to Do.” Tune 
7 egy ered yer d bg was premiered by Vaughn Monroe 


during recent run at the RKO Bos- 
ton theatre and was given an addi- 
tional plug by Monroe on his Satur- 
day Camel air show. 

Song is to be published by Burke- 
Van Heusen, whose Sidney Korn- | 
heiser was one of the judges. Others 
were Monroe and Arthur Fiedler, 
conductor of the Boston Pops or- | 
chestra. More than 14,000 songs 
were received by judges in the 
seven-week contest. 





Clark, Mindling Part 

Buddy Clark and personal man- 
ager Lou Mindling have split. Pair 
agreed to settle a contract that still 
had about a year to run. 

Clark is handling his affairs him- 
self and has no one in mind to re- 
place Mindling. 





Work Against Cancer | 


INDIE DISK LABEL ASKS 


| Musie publishers have been very 
| lenient with indie disking firms in 
| the collection of royalties due them 

|for the recorded use of copyrighted 


music, and frequently they have 
been left holding the bag. Never- 
theless, pubs continue to grant con- 
cessions in the hopes that some of 
the many small disk companies will 
battle through to major status, which 
would, in the final analysis, benefit 
them. 


Last week, however, Harry Fox, 
who collects royalties for pubs, re- 
ceived a request that he feels went 
too far. This was from one of the 
officials of the De Luxe label. He 





by GI George A. Nigro with | a pop |! 


| 
! 
! . 
| 








pressing plant at Linden, N.J., which 
‘recently was destroyed by fire. 





Jesse Greer, Songsmith 


Songwriter Jesse Greer is turning 


{musie publisher, at least with two 


' 


(of his songs, “I Love You to Little 
Pieces” and “The Song of Palestine.” 
Former was written in collsboration 
, with Carl Sigman. 

Dwindling markets for freelance 
material prompted Greer to go into 
business for himself. 


307, ‘FIRE SALE’ CUT | 


wanted a 30% discount on quarterly 
royalties he owed to help reimburse | 
|him for the loss of the company’s | 





periods. 





Signature Records is calling a 
creditors meeting for later this week 
in New York. Company is seek- 
RS a moratorium on debts which 
have been on the verge of crushing 
| the indie, and is also endeavoring to 
| interest certain current investors in 
increasing their holdings in the com- 
pany. 

Meantime, Signature owes musie 
publishers around $75,000 in royal- 
ties, which the company is being 
pressed for by Harry Fox, general 
manager of the Music Publishers 
Protective Assn. 


Signature Crediters Meet 











IRVING MILLS 
SUGGESTS FOR YOUR PROGRAM 


1 CAN’T BELIEVE 
THAT YOU'RE IN 
LOVE WITH ME 


Music by... 
JIMMY McHUGH 


MILLS 








I have written at least 100 geed songs. 
What shall I do with them? (Don’t 

me!) Paper the walls, light the 
coal stove, stand on them te make me 
leek taller than she is, or will some 
publisher look far inte the future and 
risk a nervous breakdown by listening 





to all of them, or at least the 10 best. 
(Please don’t force me te publish my 
own.) 
Box 207, Variety 
154 West 46th St., New York 19, N. Y. 
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Get Ready Now With 
The First Novelty Hit 
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On the 


New York 

Charlie Geldberg has 
fessional manager of Chappell Mu- 
sic, not Carley Mills, who now has 
the T. B. Harms firm Milton 
Saunders orchestra into the Shera- 
ton Plaza, Daytona Beach, Thursday 
(11)... Deeea Records signed Adele 
Clark via Milton Drake through the 
William Morris agency....Decca 
also signed Yorke Bros., formerly 
the Avery Bros., vocal quartet. and 
took the Robbins Trio, formerly the 


been pro- 


Upbeat 


Xavier Cugat, collabed with N. Y. 
Mirror columnist Eddie Zeltner on 
;a tune tagged, “And It All Came 
| True” . Jack Grant trio opens 
| at the Crest Room, Watertown, N. Y., 
Dec. 15 . . , Ralph Font, currently 
at La Martinique, N. Y., holds over 
fer another six-week stretch “ 

Freddie D’Alonso band current at 
the Ritz-Plaza hotel, Miami Beach | 





| the season starting Dec. 17 at Leon 


& Eddie’s, Palm Beach. 


al Russell trio for its Commodore | 


.Bob Astor orchestra has a 
doubles on trom- 


label. . 
gir) singer who 
bone and works 


Marion Bender, formerly with 
D’Artega’s all-girl orchestra, ; 
Arnold Ridgeway, formerly with 
Decca Distributing in the east, joins 


the new London label as Coast Dis- | 
trict manager... .Duke Ellington | 
does a concert date Sunday (14) at} 
the Aud, Atlanta, his first in that 
city.. Warney Ruhl orchestra into 
Cleveland hotel, Cleveland; Dec. 18. 

Al Trace orchestra and Zeb 
Carver's hillbilly outfit opened at 
Brooklyn's -Enduro Cafe yesterday 
(Tues.) . ... Frank Victor’s trio re- 
newed till next June, at Boro 
Lounge, Kew Gardens, L. L .. 
Philip J. Lang orchestrating “Bo- | 
nanza Bound,” hee - Broad- 
way musical . . ..Tommy Port, Chi- 
cago radio singer, disking for Vita- 
coustic. 


Don Reid, former vocalist with 


in the section; she's , 


-| Sherman hotel, 


Chicago 


Woody Herman played his first Chi 
date in over two years Saturday (6) 
at the Pershing Ballroom...Joe 
Kayser, Jr., former manager Griff 

Williams’ orch, now with Frederick 
| Brothers’ band department. ..Wayne 
| Gregg. currently at Oh Henry Ball- 
'room, Willow Springs, in for record- 
jing sessions with Universal Records 


.Martha Tilton here for confabs 
with Majestic...Eddie Ballantine, 
| “Breakfast Club” orchestra leader, | 
penned “Pop Cora Polka”. ..Charley 


| Ventura follows Herbie Fields and 
|Muggsy Spanier into the Blue Note, 
| Dec. 15...Freddie Slack set for the 
| Dec. 31...Bill Dar- 
Inell added to the “Singing Strings” 
|show, Mutual webber, as vocalist 
with Bob Trendler orchestra. ..Joe 
‘Mooney Quartet in Suttmillers, Day- 
| ton, Dec. 27...Y¥vette here cutting 
‘sides for Vitacoustic. ..Patti Palmer, 
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A Simple, 


son favor, picked the above songs 


Song Writing Machine,” 


might have saved those ulcers!—P. B. 





PAT BALLARD 


A.S.C.A.P. 
(Co-writer “So Beats My Heart for You’) 


Announces 


3 New Songs 
(Words and Music by Pat Ballard) 


for 


1948 
(Masters Cut on All) 
DREAM WITH ME 
Seckeo Fox-Trot Love Ballad 
. In the “Near You” Mood 


SWEETEST UTTLE THNG 


A Gay Rhythmic Fox Trot 
In the “Sweet Sue” Manner 


W AN OLD WOW PANE 


Like Billy Hill sea pager to Write 


Material in Preparation 
All Published by 


PAT BALLARD MUSIC CORPORATION 


ACKNOWLEDGMENT 


“I want to thank my friends in the Music Business whe, os a per- 


manuscripts | prepared for this publishing venture. 
wrong, but these men have picked one hit after another and I'm happy 
to throw my dough behind their judgment!" 


P.S. Maybe you'll get @ bong out of my new WOR-MUTUAL program, “The 
Sat. Nights, 9:30 P.M., frem the Guild Theatre. I’ve 
had over 100 sengs published the hard way in the last 30 years—this machine 





as potential hits from the 12 new 
| have often been 


—PAT BALLARD. 


. Charlita Rhumba band inked for | 


| mount’s 
‘King Arthur’s Court.” 


| including 
|; trumpeter for . 
'Small group led by Cab Calloway’s 
' bassist, 


| quit that studio. 


| Peer’s 


former Jimmy Dorsey chirp, in town 


visiting husband Jerry Lewis of 


Martin and Lewis, currently at the 
Chez...Jimmy McPartland been 
signed by Vitacoustic and cuts six 
| sides this week...Billy Bishop into 
the Trocadero, Evansville, Jan, 2 for 
‘a two week stay...George Winslow’s 
option picked up at Melody mill, 
until Feb. 22...Ray Herbeck set for 
date at the ees hotel, Mil- 
|waukee, Jan. Harmonicats 
skedded for ine Nicollet hotel, Min- 
ineapolis, Jan. .Eddie Hubbard 
and Jose Melis he penned “Twelve 
O'Clock Flight” and “A Long Time 
Ago.” Melis will be held over for 
the Nellie Lutcher opening at the 
College Inn, Dec. 19...Dean Hudson 


signed with William Morris. ..Marie 
Shaw, pacted by Tower Records, 
cuts here next week...Teddy Phil- 


lips into the Plantation, Nashville, 
Dec. 15 and into the Indiana Roof, 
Indianapolis, Jan. 5...Tommy Carlyn 
back into Aragon for five weeks 
Jan. 20 tuss Carlyle into the Clar- 
idge, Memphis, Dec. 12 for four 
weeks 


Holiywoed 
Nellie Lutcher is set for four 
weeks at Chase hotel, St. Louis, 


starting Feb. 14 at $1,250 per stanza. 
| Week of Jan. 23 chirp plays Howard 
theatre, Washington, then Royal, 
Baltimore Richard Hageman 
istarted scoring Argosy’s “War Party.” 

. . Red Callender 
Honolulu where he had been-working 
... Beatrice Kay opens-at Florentine 
Gardens Dec. 29. Chuck Gould back 
into Gardens same date for eight 
weeks ... Dick Baker, Nick Lucas 
and Lillian Lane pacted by Huck- 
ster label . . . Gracie Fields set for 
Rancho, Las Vegas, starting Dec. 24 

. . Bing Crosby, William Bendix 
and Sir Cedric Hardwicke recording 
“Busy Doing Nothing” for Para- | 
“A Connecticut Yankee in 


Bobbe Caston, who recently wound 
up a two-year warbling stint at 
Jimmy’s Chicken Shack, N. Y., now 
piping at Sportree’s Music Bar, De- 
troit ... Ted Buckner, former lead 
alto man with the late Jimmy Lunce- 
ford’s band, cut “Frolic: Jump” on 
the Staff label with an all-star sextet 
Willie Wells, onetime 
Louis Jordan .. 


Milton Hinton, waxed “If I 
Should Lose You” on the same label. 


‘Disk Jock Spiel Spins 





Local Lads inte Navy 


Salt Lake City, Dec. 9. 
|. Chief Quartermaster James L. 

{ Hardy, on recruiting service here, is 
; Showing the trade that a smart disk 
‘ iockey can even sell joining the Na- 

| vy if he uses a sharp approach, : 
Hardy spins platters once a week 
on KNAK, and puts on a pitch for 
the Navy. Using a glamor approach, 


lads, «and he’s really getting a pay- 
off. Utah has been getting extra 
heavy snowfalls this year, and af- 
ter every storm business takes a big 
‘jump et navy recruiting offices. It 
falls off as soon ‘as the skies clear, 
but Harciy’s sales talks -get them 
back. again as soon as the -snow- 
flakes reappear. Since the first of 
the month, when the snow started, 
Hardy’s been making his quota in 
a Walk. 





Palladium, H’wood, Shifts 

| To 6-Day Policy, Mon. Off 
Hollywood, Dec. 9. 

Palladium Ballroom, Hollywood, 

open seven nights a week all through 





, the war and up unti! this time, has 


| begun shuttering on Monday nights. 
‘Closing the Palladium one nizht 
weekly leaves Santa Monica’s Aragon 
ballroom as the only full week dance 
hall in the area. 
Palladium’s move is due to a lack 
, of biz“and nothing e'se. Other mid- 


| week nights are far below normal, 
| too. 





| Magoff Joins Peer 


Hollywood, Dec. 9. 
Jules Magoff, member of-the mu- 


for music recorded by 
Records, Metro disk 
with synchronization 


M-G-M 
subsid, along 
maiters, has 


music 








returned from |- 


feeessseeeeess 


Best British Sheet Sellers 


(Week Ending Nov. 27) 


London, Nov. 28 


Pree: Se AN ae i) oa aya ahs eee Mik cdg, 0 bbe K. Prowse 
ee er an ae Ricordi 
Apple Blossom Wedding ............ 5... Shes aust Connelly 
SUN RO ME ae cls God Eccataba cc beteuete$ Pea .- Dash 
I'll Make Up For Everything ....... swat 00:08 gee Maurice 
Pee caee tat Level Ac ak Dash 
NE DE i a eA Re AS ae ee Yale 
Be ON iis si. Se ae ke .. Kassner 
How Are Things in Glocca Morra. Tiwi ll 
CUDHEOM gs ss ae oe he be SEU ot GE Yake os Sun 
Re er I 75k wn ei oe WE see nie A ew eb anita Ascherberg 
Garden in the Rain ................... .. Connelly 
Second 12 
Christmas Dreaming : . Leeds 
Lovely World and You .......... . Cinephonic 
Ee: So ski's 5 aig oa Galas. . ue beaten bi .....Feldman 
es OE oe ecb vee ce. Have wheat wey se ue used F. D. & H. 
Guilty ; PA Wag il wae Uhen mikes ke ak .. F.D. & H. 
Feudin’ and Fightin’ gm RR . Chappell 
CI a a a ese nutee® wie ... Maurice 
MUN sic cerews . caewees ... Connelly 
REIS SWUNG 5 kk eS ake Ss ..F. D. & H. 
SN MIN, PE pte’. Sno che) Cie bag Ae dis .... Southern 
South America .......... Sa cits seen es eles Feldman 
WEEE RC ck te; Sa win Se iseies cilebheaeae RRS. oe Williamson 
eee 9944464644444. 





Inside Orchestras—Music 


Jack Kapp, prexy of Decca Records, is credited with developing the 
children’s disk market to its “present happy $20,000,000-a-year state” in a 
piece by Lester Velie in the Dec. 13 issue of Collier's. Tagged “Vocal Boy 
Makes Good,” the yarn traces Kapp’s career in the platter industry from 
1934 when he founded Decca up to the present. 

Quoted as being’ in love with “the great words, the words of the mas- 





_sie copyright department at Metro, |. 
_who handled the clearing of licenses = 


He will join Ralph | 
publishing organiza- | 


| tion as contact between the latter | 
and film studios. 

Magoff will headquarter in - Hol- 
-lywood, 


ters,” Kapp, according to the mag story, queried poet Louis Untermeyer 
as to the market for poetry on records. The verse writer felt that no one 
would listen to such recordings. However, the Decca prexy insisted with 
“background music and big names,” the idea was bound to succeed. And 
so it did with Ronald Colman’s waxing of Dickens’ “Christmas Carol” 
attesting to Kapp’s sagacity to the tune of some 125,000 albums. Ginger 
Rogers’ “Alice In Wonderland” also clicked with more than 120,000 seis 
as well as many others. 





Musicraft Records flatly denies it has agreed to pay full mechanical 
royalties to Barton Music, Johnny Farrow and Marty Symes, publisher 
and writers of “I Have But One Heart.” Company asserts thai it has 
never discussed the situation with either parties due to its use of the 
song’s tithe on advertising of a recording of “Oh, Marinello,” by Phil Brito. 
Latter title is the original music and lyric of an old Italian song in the 
public domain, the music of which Farrow adapted and to which Symes 
fitted a new lyric.. Farrow and Symes had said they had discussed Musi- 
craft's use of their title to sell Brito’s recording of the original song and 
that Musicraft officials had agreed to pay them royalties. Musicraft denies 
this. At the same time, Barton asserts they expect to be paid royalties by 
the disk company and if not will go into court with the case. 





Title of Remick Music's current plug tune, “It Happened in Hawaii,” 
resulted in a six-year delay in the song’s release. Written by Mabel 
Wayne and the late Al Dubin, number was originally scheduled for a 
1941 debut but the war's outbreak in Hawaii was viewed as a damper 
on prospective sales at that time. Execs of Music Publishers’ Holding 
Corp., of which Remick is a subsidiary, decided to shelve “It Happened” 
for the duration even though copies had already been printed. Aside 
from .some hefty air plugs, song is now garnering disk attention as well 
with Hal McIntyre cutting for M-G-M and Kay Kyser for Columbia. among 
others. In addition long dormant pre-war waxings by Glenn Miller and 
Jimmy Dorsey are now being marketed by Victor and Decca, respectively. 





Stan Kenton took an unusual action last week at the Commodore hotel, 
New York. The unusuainess to his action is based on the fact that the 
majority of bands want remote broadcast time and in many cases work 
certain spots in order to obtain it—but Kenton has upset that theory. 
Kenton had been doing four shots weekly from the Commodore, two on 
‘Mutual .and two CBS. He has cut them in half, retaining only one Mutual 
and one CBS, and his explanation is that he has not achieved the proper 
balance on any of the broadcasts from the hotel. As a result his band 
is not being aired to the listening audience from a perspective that he 
feels is proper on the basis of the band’s sound when heard in the room. 





Music and recording industries may have another surprise hit on their 
hands as the result of the heavy click in the Philadelphia area of the 
Musicraft recording of “Ain't She Pretty,” by Buddy Greco and the 
Three Sharps. Arrangement of the tune, published by Leeds. has made 
such an impression on Philadelphians that major recording companies ere 
pausing in their rush to, pile up masters before the Jan. 1 deadline to 
take note. Decca is making the tune, having already assigned it, and the 
others are trying to find a spot for it in disking plans. 























WELLINGTON HOTEL 





Euclid Ave. at 7th, Miami Beach 39, ual 




















THERE’S A “POT OF GOLD” AT THE END OF THE RAINBOW 
RECORD +10033 OF 


ROSALINDA 


Sung by RED BENSON 
CHERIO MUSIC PUBLISHERS, Iac., 1585 Broadway, N. Y. 1? 
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oe: Sure 


Cure 


A certain fellow I know had been drinking too much and he finally 
got so bad he had to go see a doctor. “Bill, I think I can cure you,” 


said the medico. 


“From ,now on, whenever you feel like you'd like a 


drink, instead of drinking, just eat something.” Bill took the doctor's 
advice and for a few weeks everything was working out fine. Every 
time he felt like drinking he would eat something instead, and he was 


peginning to feel good. 


One night Bill was going up to his room in the hotel when he heard 


a strange, gargling noise coming from one of the other rooms. 


Bill 


got curious, opened the door of this room and looked inside, and there 


in the room was a man hanging himself on the chandelier. 


Bill 


slammed the door, ran back downstairs, white as a sheet. By the time 
he reached the desk clerk he was shaking like a leaf, but he managed 
to grab the clerk by the collar and say: “There’s a man upstairs hang- 


ing himself. J 
gimme a plate of ham and eggs 


I just saw it with my own eyes—for God's sake. quick, 


—Joey Adams. 














meal 


Shelvey Maps Fight vs. 4A’s 


To Invalidate His AGVA Firing 


Matt Shelyey, deposed national 
administrator of the American Guild 
of Variety Artists, will fight the As; 
sociated Actors and Artistes of 
America ruling which last week dis- 


missed him from that post. Shelvey 


has retained Arthur W. A. Cowan, | 


former AGVA attorney in Philadel- 
phia, to handle his case. Cowan, in 
turn, has retained Morris L. Ernst, 
prominent labor attorney. 

Grounds for Shelvey’s appeal from 
the 4A’s decision hasn't yet been 
divulged. There are several legal 
courses open to Shelvey, but his at- 
torneys aren't divulging their 
strategy yet. It’s possible that they 


will attempt to tie up AGVA's treas- | 


ury until an adjudication is made. 
Meanwhile, Hyman R. Faine, 
executive secretary of the American 
Guild of Musical Artists, is in charge 
of AGVA affairs at the moment. 
He's chairman of the 4A’s-appointed 
board which took over the AGVA 
national office, and it’s expected that 
he'll step into that slot permanently. 
Faine reports that there has been 
virtually 100% response by the vari- 
ous AGVA field heads supporting 
the new administration. Florine 


| Bale, head of the Hollywood AGVA 
office, has indicated she would sup- 
| port the new regime despite previ- 
|ous protestations she would resign 
|if Shelvey was removed from of- 
| fice. There has been only one resig- 
| nation, Eric Withers, in Montreal. 

| Shelvey’s ousting took place at a 
meeting of the 4A’s last week, when 
he was dismissed on charges of 
| “sabotaging” the union and “flaunt- 
ing” the authority of 
issuing unauthorized orders and di- 
rectives. Ten days previous to the 
firing Shelvey had requested a sick 
leave and asked that a committee be 


Uline’s Arena, D.C., May 
Bow to Heavy Opposition 
Of Nat'l Guard Armory 


Washington, Dec. 9. 


Mike Uline is threatening to shut 
down Uline’s Arena, due to what he 
described as the growing unfair 
competition from the National 
Guard Armory. 

Since it was opened in 1940, the 
big Arena has been the scene of 
rodeos, ice shows, smaller circuses 
and during the war such things as 
the big public dances which featured 
the annual President’s Birthday Ball 
in town. Arena has also been the 
home of the town’s pro basketball 
team, the Capitols, and its 
sional ice hockey club, the Washing- 
ton Lions, as well as amateul 
basketball 

If he goes through with his threat. 
Uline would shut down the Arena 
for sports and entertainment at the 
end of the current winter season. 
converting the big structure into a 
cold storage plant. Uline claims that 
the publicly-owned National Guard 
Armory has been muscling in on his 
territory and preventing him from 
making a profit. It has copped the 
home games of a couple of local col- 
leges and has just scheduled a huge 


profes- 


| New Year’s Eve dance, with Vaughn 


the 4A’s by | 


|appointed to take over, which was 
| granted. 
One of Shelvey’s acts while on | 


| leave was the dismissal of Jonas T. 


| Silverstone and Mortimer S. Rosen- | 


| thal as AGVA’s national counsel and 
| his appointment of Arthur W. A. 
| Cowan as their successor. 
|this action was nullified by the 4A‘s 


However, | 


on the ground that when he asked | 


| for sick leave he was relieved of all | 


| duties, and any actions taken by | 
|Shelvey at that time ,were thus 
| illegal. The 4A’s reaffirmed Silver- | 


stone and Rosenthal’s position with 
the union. 


Monroe band. 





Harry Hershfield 


who celebrates a half cen- 

fury as a working news- 

paperman in 1948 is given 
a typical 


Joe Laurie, Jr. 


‘Thumbnose Sketch’ 
in the forthcoming 
42d° Anniversary Number 
of 


VARIETY 


Out Soon 











When vaudeville ends its 26 year 
run at Loew’s State, N. Y., hundreds 
of acts will be left without a Broad- 
way showcasing. For many years, 


Stem has provided the sole showing 
spot for a wide variety of acts, many 
of whom were booked into other 
| houses on the basis of their showing 
here. 

With the State's shift to straight 
pix on Christmzs Day, agencies are 
faced with the problem of finding a 





comparable showcaser. In the minor 
vaude houses around New York, 
bookers say there isn’t one to re- 
place this Loew stand. In the first 


place, it’s difficult to get bookers of 
other vauders and film scouts to hit 
any other house but the State, not 


only because of convenience but be- 
cause of the prevailing belief that 
talent wise, the State audiences are 
more hep than others. 

Another reason that the State will 
be missed is the fact that this 
|the only house where intermediate 
names, novelty, acrobatic and a large 


was 


number of song and comedy acts 
{could play. Turns such as Baer and 
|Rosenbloom, Myron Cohen, John 


| Boles, Paul Haakon. 
Harvest Mooners 


The vaudeless State will constitute 
a major problem for the N. Y. Daily 
News which annually promotes the 
‘Harvest Moon Ball. Winners of this 
competition get a two-week engage- 
ment at the State. It’s doubtful that 


| the Harvest Moon Ball would attract | 


j}as many entrants as it does, without 
| the showcasing for the winners. Most 
|entrants invest in full dress suits and 
| expensive evening gowns, and look 
|for a date at the State to lift the tab. 
The only possible house that could 
| play the Harvest Moon layout would 
be the Roxy. So far the Daily News 
|hasn’t approached Sammy Rauch, 
| the house booker. It may be done, 
| however, when Bill Fitzinger, the 
'Daily News promotion manager, gets 


this last stand of vaudeville on the | 


Vaude's Demise at Loew's State, N. Y, 
Poses Problems for Acts, Agents 


back from vacation. The other 
| Broadway houses haven’t adequate 
| stage space for the ballroomers. 

The State’s dropping of vaude has 
| given rise to several rumors. One is 





| that eventually, Loew’s will shift the 
presentation shows from the Capitol 
ito the State, after sufficient altera- 


jtions are made. Reason, say the 
| . ’ 

;|rumors, is that Loew’s fully owns 
the State, while it is a 50% partner 


|of Messmore Kendall, Capitol owner, 

in the operation. However, Loew 
execs declare that to be nothing but 
a rumor, 

At any event, the 
shows isn’t final. 
subsequent run single 
first run policy doesn’t work 
out, then it’s possible that vaude will 
be back 


LENA HORNE’S MEX DATE 
_ PRIOR TO NEW M-G FILM 


to” the 


State’s exit of 
If the double 


and 


r 
Slage 
reature 


feature 





Lena Horne, who returns 


U. S. from a European tour Dec, 22, 
has been signed to play Ciro’s, 
Mexico City, starting Jan. 19 at 


| $8,000. Date is for one week since 
she’s due back at the Metro lot the 
end of January for pic assignment. 


While abroad Miss Horne played 
the Palladium, London, and the 
Champs Elysees, Paris. She'll do a 


two-day stand in Liege before re- 


turning to the U. S. 


| Taylor Joins Chi Agency 
Chicago, Dec. 9. 

| Frank Taylor, formerly in MCA’s 
|New York theatre department, has 
| joined the Charles Hogan agency 
| He'll head up personal management 
| and nitery ‘booking dept. 

| In addition to new assignment, 
| Taylor will continue personal man- 
agement of Bonnie Baker, song- 
stress. 




























a porcelain dolls.” 
—ULTIMAS NOTICIAS, 


“Most marvellous and 


ever witnessed.” 
—TRIBUNA, 





“Undoubtedly one of the 
smartest dance teams around 
today ... Class all the way.” 

—VARIETY. 


“Greatest dancers to come 
to Mexico. Her beauty is like 


Mexico City. 


tractive dance team we have 


Rio de janeiro. 
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Tomorrow— 
LOEW'S STATE 


Exclusive Management: 


WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY, 


















New York 


Inc. 
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Night Club Reviews 


Bine Angel, N. ¥. 
Jay Marshall, Elizabeth Talbot- 
Martin, Amanda Lane, Pearl Bailey; 


Hal Cooke, Ellis Larkin 3, $3.50 and | 


$4.50 minimum, 

It’s easy to see why the Biue An- 
gel management remains in the 
black, come pre-Xmas or postwar 
letdown. Herbert Jacoby and Max 
Gordon consistently book talent 
which seems to have an awareness 
that their showcase values are en- 
hanced in this spot, as in few other 
bistros. Results have been impres- 
sive right along, whether its an 
Evelyn Knight who has gone on to 
greate! heights, or Alice Pearce & 
Co. who are a cinch for a class 





Folks.” “Legalize My Name,” unique 
treatment of “St. Louis Blues,” 
“Row, Row Row,” and “That's No 
Way to Do.” As presented here she 
manifests the good usage of her 


jhands to best advantage. 


| 





| Life a Little” and 
| The 


Then there is Amanda Lane, back 
from the Coacet, with a possessed 
manner, an off-the-shoulder sophis- 
ticated look, and an effective song 


style for the. intimate bistros. She 
runs the gamut of songs like 
“Temptation,” “If It’s Good I Want 
It.” “Bewitched, Bothered and Be- 


wildered,” “Only Wanna Ruin Your 
“Love For Sale.” 
stuff is usually 


femme fatale 





| fatal for the average femme but Miss | 


| Lane 


musical in short order. Or, as now, | 


where Pearl Bailey, who was socko 
enough at the Zanzibar (now 
Harem) but who will never get bet- 
ter spotlighting than she does cur- 
rently in the class environment of 
this East 55th street spot. 

Dusky comedienne is ideal for a 
room of this type as she 
through her repertoire of ““Wonder- 
ful Time Last Night,’ 








he delonaire 
~ DECEPTIONIST~ 


Currently COTILLION ROOM 
Hotel Pierre, New York 











————_—— 








Always Working 


“Whitey” Roberts 


NOW ORIENTAL TH., Chicago 


Starting Dec. 12 for 2 Weeks 
Plantation Club, Moline, Ill. 








the | 


is the one for that sorta stuff 
—and gets away with it convincingly 
and effectively as she reprises her 
“typed” ballads. Some, of 
are done broadly, deliberately 
Talbot-Martin, 


Elizabeth another 


| vet of the class saloons, registers in 


runs } 


“Simple 











character studies that run the range 
from the catty actress; the Brooklyn 
song plwggeress; the 
pieces, a la Ballet Russe, Jack Cole 
and Martha Graham: the Eleanor 


Roosevelt bit, and the like. She's 
being succeeded tomorrow night 
(Thurs.) by another comedienne 


Kaye Ballard. 


Ex-magico Jay Marshall has made 
his GI and KP routine eclipse the 
sleight-of-hand, and to good pur- 
pose. He has moved fast in the 
comedy division. Only this past 
summer he gave accent to the 
magico in his Village engagement; 
today that’s incidental, giving out 


conversation | 


| average nightclubber ain’t after cul- 
course, | 


i 


| 


with a literate version of a Johnny | 


Burke-Harvey Stone type of rou- 
tine. His delivery is sure, his ad- 
dress authoritative, and his mate- 
rial surefire. Result was a show- 
stopper at the performance caught. 


Abel. 
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The Exclusive and Amusing 











LAURETTE and CLYMAS 





“DANCUMORISTS” 
JACK DAVIES PHIL TYRELL 
New York Chicago 

















Dec. 11th : 
CHANTICLEER, BALTIMORE 


——— —_ 




















| caught picket fence glimpses of the 
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“The singing love Burke's” 








565 Fifth Avenue, New Yerk . a cute style. This 


HURKE 0 RHIIDES 


HELD OVER 
EL RANCHO, Las Vegas 


Opening Dec. 15 
BAKER HOTEL 


Balas 


Chez Paree, Chi 
Chicago, Dec. 3. 
Dean Martin & Jerry Lewis, Paul 
Draper, Jean Darling, Paul Sydell, 
Line (10), Marty Gould Orch (14), 
Don Chiesta Orch with Carmen (5); 
minimum, $3.50. 





Highbrow stuff generally has as 
much chance in a nitery as a palm 
tree in Alaska. That Paul Draper 
scores in tap-bailet inierpretations 
of classical themes is a tribute to 
his dancing. Especially so, when 
he’s working at floor-level so that 
none except ringsiders get a com- 
prehensive gander of his flights. The 
crush was so heavy on opening night 
that most of the audience only 


terper. 

Draper's ventures into the classics, 
with Schuman’s “Romance in F 
Major” and a Bach “Gigue,” are 
fine expecssions of culture but the 





ture. This was borne out by the} 
heavier response drawn by his jitter- 
bug caricature of a taxi-dance cus- | 
tomer and a sharp satire of a po-| 
litical speech. In the latter, his| 


cleats hammer at the opposition, cut 
down a heckler, and pour out gily 


promises with rippling taps. Terper 
wears his customary vest-pant out- 
fit, but dons a coat for the poll por- 
trait. 

Jean Darling is weighed down by 
her material, in this case musical- 
comedy mood songs that go well in 
the context of a libretto but drag 
as solos in a nitery. The ex-“Carou- 
sel” chirp, very pert in an off-the- 
shoulder gown of white brocade, 
picks up slim hands with a “Carou- 


sel” medley and two numbers on 
the light classical side. 
Main pillars of the layout are 


Dean Martin and Jerry Lewis. whose 
routines pile up yocks and salvos all 
the way. Martin’s song styling is 
first rate. His “Peg O’ My Heart” 
has femmes leaning forward for 
more. Lewis scores with rubber- 
faced antics and celeb impressions. 
Pair does a neat bit on “Donkey’s 
Serenade.” and they off-ed to heavy 
mitt and returned with a British in- | 
tro to a quiz show routine and the | 
Lewis laugh-getter in which he 
batons the oreh. Off to solid re- 








tupps. 

aul Sydell works two dogs in a 
better than standard turn in ovpen- 
ing the bill. Line’s prancing in three | 
production numbers is uniformly 
good. with Norma Doggett in front 
for ballet measures and Jack Nel- 


son supplying smooth vocals. Gould | Charleston-style. 


turn in as heavily mugged, and over 
applied “cute” turn as any aspirants 
to the word “comedienne” could 
essay. Which doesn’t add up to a 
solid layout, when you have a dance 
production (done well) followed by 
a terper who'd look good in a differ- 
ent blending, followed by the De- 
Castros and after a brief group num- 
ber, Cross and Dunn. 

The Cubano femmes are attractive. 
But somebody’s evidently told them 
they’re very funny and it just doesn’t 
go. What makes their stint run is 
the obvious talent for top harmony. 
But when they step out of that phase 
to make with the clowning, it doesn’t 
jell. Only in their ringside mixing, 
with the kiss implanting on the male 
ringsiders do they get laughs. Then, 
it’s cute. But when they leave their 
legit note blending, to project the 
over-mugged comedics, they earn 
polite, rather than spontaneous re- 
ception for their efforts, 

Cross and Dunn can take credit 
for their vet know-how in overcom- 
ing the effect left, with their satir- 
ings presented in showmanly fashion. 
Whether it be the “Missouri Gang” 
laughmaker in topical fashion anent 
Truman and his advisors, or the 
takeoff on radio jingles, or their Gil- 
bert and Sullivan lyricizings, they 
rack up the mitts. 

Terpwise, Aurora Roche. and 
Carlyle fashion an Indonese routin- 
ing, brilliantly costumed and staged 
to pace the proceedings and a bright 
Christmas number to add color to 
the show’s tempo. Jane Wynn’s spin 
taps and precision heel and toe work 
deserve better spotting than follow- 
ing the greup’s opening. 

Tony Lopez and his unit back in 
top manner, and fill the dance floor 
between shows with their sweet 
arrangements. Lary. 


(liek, Philly 
Philadelphia, Dec. 4. 
Harry James Orch (23) with 
Marian Morgan, Buddy DeVito; Jack 


Verna Orch (5) with Pupi DeCarlo; 
$1 cover. 





Harry James and his horn tontin- 
ues to be a combo that draws ’em in 
Philly. 

His current stay at Frank Palum- 
bo’s Click is standing the customers 
up four-deep at the bar and his 
music seems to please old and young 
alike. 

James’ aggregation 
that’s danceable even 
who still take their 
The 


plays music 
for the folks 

terpsichore 
younger set 


orch backs expertiv as usual, and/ find him plenty groovy, while those 
Ton Chiesta group fills the floor for! who take their canoe sense: sitting 


the rhumbas. Baxt, 


Clever Clab. Miami 
Miami, Dec. 6. 


down find listening pleasant, espe- | 
cially with the addition of the fiddle | 


section. 


The vocal department is in good | 
and | 


hands with Marion Morgan 


Cross & Dunn, DeCastro Sisters,| Buddy DeVito dividing the assign- 
Jane Wynn, Aurora Roche-Carlyle | ment. 


Dancers (8), Tony Lopez Orch; min- 
imum $3. 





For Jack Goldman, operator of 


Jack Verna’s quintet, one of 
Philly’s better small combo’s, shares 
the revolving bandstand, concen- 
trating on Latin rhythms. Pupi De- 


this mainland spot, the new installa- | Carlo, formerly with Xaxier Cugat, 


tion marks the inauguration of his 
three shows nightly policy—a policy 
discarded just before the war by 
most of the bigger spots. Whether 
it will bring in the grosses necessary 
for profit-making on his expanded 
budget for the winter run, remains 
to be seen. : 

Cross and Dunn: have played the 
town for many years, and have al- 
ways clicked in no uncertain fashion. 


are new, 


couple of seasons back as a nicely | gj 


arranged trio of Cuban femmes with 
time out they 


SYLVIA 


DALLAS 


SOL TEPPER 
RKO Building, New York 20 


is the maracca artist. Shal. 





Terrace Room. Pitt. 
(WILLIAM PENN HOTEL) 
i Pittsburgh, Dec. 4. 
Hi, Lo, Jack & the Dame, Frank 
Paris, Miriam Seabold, Billy Cati- 
zone Orch (8), Mildred Don; cover 
$1 weekdays, $1.50 Saturdays. 





beukie bit tte foun = Bo is the best all-around layout 


errace Room has come 
nce it reopened several months ago 
after the annual summer shut-down 
Lineup’s been increased from the 
usual two acts to three, and every 
one a solid click. 

_Miriam Seabold opens and balle- 
rina’s a sparkling performer with 
her spins and whirlwind toe work. 
Gets away fast with “Hora Staccato,” 
then does a samba a la ballet and 
finally pushes off with a toe jitter- 
———————————— 









FLORENCE 


|WHITE 


The Risque Frisky 

24th Week Mermaid Room 
Park Central Hotel, New York 
' JANE DOUGLASS at the Piano 





lin the greoveroo 


bug to “One o'clock Jump.” 
emphasis is on the vioderne wits 
Miss Seabold and she'd be strong in 
any spot. 

Frank Paris follows her and pup- 
peteer’s among the very best in the 
trade. A g -looking lad with an 
easy style,, he works his wooden 
figures on the floor itself, which 
makes it a little hard on those sit. 
ting a way back from the ringside, 
since elevation in -Terrace com 
doesn’t start for three rows of tables. 
But for those up close, he’s socko. 
A Carman Miranda is his opener, 
then into a comic ballet ostrich, a 
classy ballroom couple, a whirlwind 
Sonja Henie and finally a_ loose- 
limbed skeleton that dances in sec- 
tions. Marionets are carved and 
gowned beautifully and Paris manip- 
ulates them expertly. i 

Hi, Lo, Jack & the Dame wind it up 
Three boys are 
clean-cut and the gal, Dottie Hender- 
son, has plenty of s.a. Their stuff 
covers the pop range, high spots 
being “Rag Time Cowboy Joe” and 
“She’s Too Fat for Me.” One of 

(Continued on page 62) 












From Hollywood ! 




















“Heifetz of the 
harmonica.” 





Currently 
CONCERTIZING 


Margery Welles at the Piano 
Mgt.: Ben Lipset 


COMEDY PATTER 


For Ali Branches of Theatricals 
FUN-MASTER - 
"The Show Biz Geg File” 
Nos. 1 to 22 @ $1.00 ea. 
(22 for $18.00) 


10 PARODIES for $5.00 


“How to Be an Emcee" 
$3.00 Including 2 Gag Files 


Send for list of material, parodies, 
comedy songs, minstrel bits—black- 
outs, skits, ete. - 

NO €.0.D's 


PAULA SMITH 
200 W. S4th St., New York 19 




















ne 


LAUGHING-STOCK! 
Something New in Comedy Material 
for M.C.'s, Acts, and Dise Jocks 

















Laughing-Stock Series ! to 5........-. $! ea. 
Rapid Fire Routines (Doubles) | to 3..$2 ea. 
Master Monologues | te 4..........0005 $2 ea. 
Wee OG Gree. 8 BEB. cei crcvccceces $1 ea. 
SAM PERRY 
1650 Broadway, New York 19, N. Y. 
—_—_—_— en 








Gowns by 


ERNESTO 


DANCING CASINOS 
LOVE THOSE CREATIONS 


254 W. 46th St., New York, N. Y. 




















ROLLY AND BONNIE 


PICKERT 


Currently LOEW’S STATE, New York 
(WEEK DEC. 4TH) 


Representative—BOBBY BERNARD 
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Pitt. Nitery Ops 
~ Wary of New Tax 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 9. 

Niteries are planning to slice 
talent budgets after first of year, 
and lot of bar lounges which re- 
cently went in for live entertain- 
ment are contemplating going back 
to straight music as a result of new 
city amusement tax which goes into 
effect Jan. 1. The new levy, added 
to the already existing 20% Federal 
bite, is going to be too much for 
Jot of customers, 

Although city council voted 10°; 
fax on all amusements, for cafes it 
amounts to only 5% 
pill permitting half of the 
go taxless since that much is con 
sidered to be for food charges even 
though in majority of cases it won't 
come to that at all. 

Biz generally along the Cafe Belt 
has fallen off sharply of late, with 
drop of from 25-40% ‘from same 
time last year, and operators are 


designers of 


check to 


- y the new nick at the pocket- | 


ok from the city will only add to 
their plight. 
Earlier Closings 
Another headache is reports that 
next session of Pennsylvania Legis- 
lature will make an effort to cut an 
hour off legal time limit for booze 


sales, Closing hour is now 2 a.m., 
and midnight on Saturdays, and 
measure that’s certain to come up 


would shutter the hot spots at 1 a.m. 
weekdays. Saturday deadline re- 
mains the same, 

At same time, move will be made 
to shut down private membership 
and chartered spas same time as the 
public rooms. At present, the dues- 
paying boites can keep open until 
3 a.m., including Saturdays, and are 
also. permitted to peddle liquor on 


Sundays, which the regular rooms 
can’t do. 
Although some of the lounges 


along the bar belt are said to be for 
the earlier shut-down because they 
do most of their business before 
then, the top-flight niteries are 
plenty worried because a big per- 
centage of their take comes between 
1 and 2 a.m. 








| written a dozen successful numbers, 


BILLY REID, WIFE SET 
FOR AUSTRALIA TOUR 


London, Dec, 2. 

Billy Reid and Dorothy Squires 
(Mrs. Reid), one of the better- 
known British vaude acts, sail on 
the Queen Elizabeth, Jan. 10. Stay 
in America is limited, as they are 
booked to play Australia for nine 
weeks, to be followed by three 
months in South Africa. 

Reid is as well known in England 
as a songwriter as in vaude, having 














“‘My Favorite Story” 


Variety's Annual 
Symposium 
as recounted by 


OSCAR HAMMERSTEIN II 
BOBBY CLARK 

HENNY YOUNGMAN 
EDDIE DAVIS 

TOM HOWARD 


in the 





including “The Gypsy.” 


Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 


Saranac Lake, N. Y., Dec. 9 
Many thanks to Alma Mia, Sonny 
Raye, Lola Milroy and Sally Lee, 
currently at Durgan’s nitery, who 
ook time out to put on a show for 
the Will Rogers patients 


Sid Grill, who cured here, reports | 
he’s still okay and back at work. 

Anita Langan shot in from New| 
York City for a surprise visit to 
Frank {Par) Hynes, newcomer, who 
is taking cure like a veteran. 

After mastering thoracoplasty op- | 
| erations Moe Gould has checked into 
the up department. 


Mable Burns received a 10-day 
furlough to visit relatives in N.Y.C 

Among the oldtimers who are} 
progressing nicely are Sig Mealy, 
Ben Schaffer, Walter Hoban, Jim | 
Wotton, Thomas Curry and your col- 
umnist. ° 

Johnny Grimes, head of station 
WNBZ, back from N. Y. C. after at- 


tending a meeting of network man- 
agers. 

Harry “Slipfoot” 
Rogerite, resting in 
taking first stage of 
operation at the Onondaga sana- 
torium, Syracuse, N. Y. 

Richard Menin, bandleader in 
from New Rochelle to visit Helen 
Pelechowicz, who is recuping from 
| the “Rib” operation. 

Joe Dabrowski, who made the 
| grade here, doing secretarial work 
|at the St. Joseph College, Mt. View, 

Cal. 

{ Dunean Mounsey in from N. Y.C. 
| to visit his frau, Elizabeth Mounsey, 
| who is flashing good clinic report. 

After four years’ treatment Victor 

Gamba checked. out of the Will 
Rogers with an O.K. He'll continue 
} the routine downtown. 


Clifton, former 


i, 
from 


comfort after | 
thoracoplasty | 


42d Anniversary Number 
of 
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Detroit AGVA Exec 
Scored for Refusing 


To OK Free Vet Show 


Detroit, 


action by 


Dec. 9. 


Last week's William 


Grubbs, American Guild of Variety | 


Artists’ rep here, who forbade a 
free performance for the benefit of 
amputees, has been hit hard by the 
local press. Major criticism came 
Mark Beltaire, whose 
in the Free Press denounced Grubb’s 
action in forbidding Dorothy Shay to 
perform for the hospitalized. 

About 100 men from a vet hospital 
were being partied at the Book- 
Cadillac hotel. Musicians Union had 
okayed Frank Hagen’s orch and Miss 
Shay consented to appear. However, 
Grubb’s at the last minute ordered 
Miss Shay not to sing under threat 
| Of a fine. He said, according to Bel- 
“we do enough for veterans 


| taire, 
now.” 





BMA Benefit Dec. 18 


Entertainment Managers 
N. Y. club agent group, will hold 


annual benefit entertainment and 
dance at the Hotel Astor, N. Y., 
Dec. 18. 


Sim Kerner is in charge of ar- 
rangements and proceeds will go to 
the welfare fund. 





Marilyn Cantor, Eddie's daughter, 
has been booked for the Chanticleer, 











‘(Write to those who are ill.) 





Baltimore, starting Dec. 18. 


column | 


Assn., 


As Curb to 


Hotels Mulling Swing to Ice Shows 


High Talent Costs 





Sonja Henie’s Ice Revue 
Boff 404G in 17, Indpls. 


Chicago, Dec. 9. 

Sonja Henie Ice Revue in two- 
week stand in Indianapolis broke all 
records with $404,927 for 17 per- 
| formances. Over 186,000 people saw 
the show. 

At the first 
| Louis, Friday (5) show broke anoth- 
12,541 





performance in St 


ler attendance record with 


| payees 


| INDIE FLACKS BANDING 


TO COMBAT CUT-RATERS 


Movement is afoot among the inde- 
pendent 
jinto a group that would be a cross 


press-agents to organize 


between a union and a trade organi- 


zation. Feeling is that the time is 
ripe for such an organization 
much as with declining trade, many 
nitery owners, and name acts may 


drop their ballyhooers to save coin. 


Among those behind the move are 
Carl Erbe and Ed Jaffe. This prob- 
lem has been discussed with them by 
other flacks complaining about the 
j} undercutting among some newcomer 
|press-agents in order to snag ac- 
counts, and other practices which 
| they describe as “unethical.” 


They also resent the competition 


ijfrom legit press-agents, some of 
whom are going in for  nitery 
work. But because of the Associa- 


ition of Theatrical Agents and Man- 
agers agreement with the legit pro- 
| ducers, the indies can’t cut into that 
| field, 


The new organization hopes to set 
up a minimum scale for press-agents, 
and outline a working code to 
forbid undercutting. The group 
would also pass upon the calibre of 
newcomers so that clients would be 
assured that their publicity is being 
handled by competent publicists. 














inas- | 


+ Several hotel spots are slated to 
shift to ice-show policies in an ef- 
fort to beat the high cost of name 
talent. First hotel room to convert 
to tank displays after New Year's is 
the Stevens hotel, Chicago, which 
will have a blades show produced by 
Merriel Abbott. The Belvedere ho- 
tel, Baltimore, recently adopted that 





form of entertainment. More are 
{mulling the change. 
Activity in tank shows has been 


on the increase since the end of the 
war and availability of materials. 
Many hotels are now able to install 
tanks at comparatively low cost. 
Kitchen refrigeration equipment, in 
most cases, is able to take care of 
the added load, thus major savings 
are effected. 

Hotel operatd?s have found that 


the novelty of the skate displays is 
frequently an adequate substitute for 
| high-priced talent. They’re able to 
|get a full show, including principals 
and chorus, at around $2,500. Gen- 
|erally, a single name, without sup- 
porting talent, comes to that amount. 
However, most of the name per- 
formers in that salary bracket, 
they ve found, haven't been drawing 
profitable grosses. Thus they’ve been 
considering novelty angles, with icers 
being one of the more favored sub- 
Stitutes 

his policy has been successful at 
the Hotel New Yorker, N. Y., for 
several years, although that inn has 
| dropped its icers during current run 
}of Sammy Kaye. The Benjamin 
| Franklin hotel, Philadelphia, and the 
| Roosevelt hotel, New Orleans, are 
;others that have hit profitable takes 


| with frozen frolies. 





Chi Nitery Tagged Unfair 


Chicago, Dec. 9. 

Club Innuendo was placed on the 
|unfair list of American Guild of 
Variety Artists last week for refusal 
‘to post salary bond for acts. Also 
|declared unfair was Jerry Raven, 
j}agent, who AGVA claimed had his 
| franchise revoked for failure to pay 
| off acts. 

| Prossie Blue was reinstated to the 
l accredited agents list. 











Direction—MCA 





BILLY DE WOLFE 


- Back On Broadway After A Six Year Absence 


NOW AT THE 


PARAMOUNT THEATRE, NEW YORK 


RETURNING TO THE PARAMOUNT LOT IN JANUARY 


PARAMOUNT PICTURES 


Under Contract to 
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their well-known radio jingles, for | 
Dentyne gum, gets them laughs and | 
recognition, and for an encore, they 
do a medley of four Christmas songs 
that takes them off big. 

Billy Catizone’s dansapation has | 
improved since they first got together | 
early this fall, and maestro has a} 
new and okay vocalist in Mildred | 
Don. Cohen. | 


Seapets: 


Cafe Society D’nt’n, N.Y. 

Rose Murphy, Alan Melvin, Doero- 
thy Jarnac & Hope Foye, Dave Mar- 
tin’s Orch (5), Cliff Jackson; mini- 
mum, $3. 


i 
| 
| 


Barney Josephson has again gath- 
ered together for his Greenwich Vil- 


yIMMY | 
DORSEY 


HIS ORCHESTRA 
* 


RKO PALACE 
THEATRE 


COLUMBUS, OHIO 


OPENING DEC. 15 ge | 
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Night Club Reviews 


Continued from page 60 
Terrace Room, Pitt. | lage boite a comparatively 


i show 


| who 


ithe show. 











t§| straight vocal on “Great Day,’ 





aggregation that provides a quality 


ot entertainment out of all propor- 


tion to the budget. The 45-minute 
is topped by 
Negro pianologist-warbler, and_in- 
cludes mimic Alan Melvin (New 
Acts) and Dorothy Jarnac & Hope 
Foye, satiric terper and her accom- 
panying vocalist. All 
vin, who making his pro debut, are 
old hands at CSD. 


lowcost | “Jose O'Neill, the Cuban Heel,” por- 





{ 


Rose Murphy, ! salvos 


| 


except Mel- | 


Miss: Murphy is a sure showstop- | 


per at every periormance with a 
style of chirping and keyboarding 
that’s close to being unique. A heavy- 
weight in the avoirdupois 
ment, she surprises with a squeaky 


when she puts it to the accom- 
ultra-syncopated 
Femme has an 


paniment of he 

piano rhythmology 
impish, relaxed manner that keeps 
the audience in a constant grin and 


| palm-pounding for encores. 


Miss Jarnac terps satiric illustra- 
tions to the words of pop tunes sung 
by Miss Foye. Pair is sock together, 
with the colored singer particularly 


depart- | 


| little voice that’s a still greater sur- | 
| prise 


standout with her pleasing style on | 


such numbers as “I Surrender Dear” 
and “Clementine.” Miss Jarnac, 
most of the time succeeds in 
keeping on the right side of being 
over-cute, leans heavily towards 


=| comedy, rather than subtlety in her 
| accomplished dancing. 


Dave Martin’s five-piece combo is 
up to the usval Cafe Seciety stand- 
ard in providing sophisticated 
rhythm for the terping and backing 


Jackson at the piano, another CSD 
regular who rates high. Herb. 





Gass Mat. N. Y. 
(BELMONT PLAZA HOTEL) 
(FOLLOWUP) 

The Glass Hat, now changing tal- 
ent every two weeks, has been hold- 
ing up well despite general slump 
elsewhere. 

Current bill is sparked by Romo 
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| garnished by an 
Band is relieved by Cliff | 8 AES 


| and 





Vincent, rotund comedian, who fills 
top spot neatly with his funstering, 
songs and parodies. Oversized lad 
gets ‘em from walkon and holds 
‘em throughout. Teeing off 4 
’ he 
follows with a comedy number, 
trait of a gigolo that’s sock for 
laughs. He whams ‘em again with 
“Boogie Woogie Porter” for plenty 
and begoff. Encores with 
satire On cowpoke singers that’s 
plenty funny to garner additional 
applause. 

Norman Jensen, comedy magico 
(New Acts), combines his hocus- 
pocus with impreshes of Hollywood 
personalities, for good returns. 

June Taylor Girls (6) are held 





over for trio of production numbers 
that are well routined and niftily | 
costumed. Ditto for Eddie Stone} 
orch, which backs show expertly and | 
alternates with Al Castellano’'s | 
rhumba band for customer dansapa- 


tion, Edba. 


| 
Bal Tabarin, 8S. F. 
San Francisco, Dec. 3. 

Sophie Tucker with Ted Shapiro, 
Park and Clifford, Pat Patierson, | 
Helene Hughes Dancers (9), Vince | 
Raff's Orch (10); $1 cover; $2 min- | 
imum. 





Frisco is a port-of-call for Sophie 
Tucker which is like money in the 
bank for the Bal each return en- 


gagement. Opening night found the 
place packed and the Bal’s coffers | 


were benzedrined to the highest 
point since its reopening. 

La Tucker met them more than 
half way right from the start by 
coming on with an atomic hairdo, 
ermine stole and 
white-sequinned gown. Reception | 
was terrific. For opener she socks | 
over “I'm Having More Fun Since | 
I'm 50” and follows through with 
“You've Got To Know What It’s All| 
About.” Both bowled the customers | 





over for top returns. It was her 
medley of her old time hit tunes, 
however, which really rocked ‘em. 


Latter comprises “I've Got a Man,” 
“Nebody Loves a Fat Girl’ and 
other nostalgic tunes topped, by her 
sockeroo “Some of These” Days,” 
which had the check-payers alter- 
nately weeping in their champagne 
shaking the rafters with ap- 
plause. Ted Shapiro’s piano accomps 
are expert. 

Rounding out show are Park and 
Clifford, with their slick acrobatics, 
and Pat Patterson, whose marionet 
specialty gets over neatly. Helene 
Hughes Dancers do nicely in couple 
of production numbers.. Vince Raff's 
Orch (10) backs show and keeps 
floor crowded for dancing. Ted. 





Copacabana, Miami 
Miami Beach, Dec. 3. 
Jack Carter, Patsy Shaw, Buster 
Burnell, Carl Conway, Chris Kerri- 
gan, Julie Wilson, Wally Wanger 
Line (7), Frank Linale Orch; mini- 
mum $2.50; Barry Gray in Copa 
Lounge. 





This plush room has -become a 
showcase for young comics, with 
most clicking when playing the per- 
fectly lit, acoustically right layout. 
And this time out it is Jack Carter, 
comparatively new to the town (he 
played here briefly two years ago) 
with a line of fresh, topical patter, 
solidly buttressed by fast moving 
impreshes of stage, screen and radio 
names that wind him into a wham 
sendoff by the payees. 


Murray Weinger is again fortunate 
in having a comic who's a fast ad- 
libber and who can stay on for well 
over 30 minutes with his material 
bringing a steady series of yocks. 
For the supporting show is. still 
weak, though it has been paced up 
production - wise by stager Wally 
Wanger. 

Line and production soloists, 
though doing essentially what they 
were originally given in the seasonal 
preem two weeks ago, still seem un- 
certain of their chores. The open- 
ing number’s lyrics are jumbled and 
tossed away, though obviously writ- 
ten about the Copa. Dancer Chris 
Kerrigan impresses with her terp- 
ing and trim looks, as does Carl 
Conway. with his production songs. 
Julie Wilson does better than pre- 
viously, but again leaves impresh 
that she'll do even better with the 
proper material. She’s a looker who 
can handle a tune under the right 
circumstances. 

Buster Burnell, handed a spot of 
his own, after working in the group- 
ings, turns in a socky stint of tap- 
stering. 

Patsy Shaw, 


returning after a} 





“Mahzel.” Hits stride later with a 
Latino satire and Jolson medley. 

Carter, just out of “Call Me Mis- 
ter,” gets them from walkon. Keeps 
the laughs coming, though tendency 
to throw those new, topical lines 
too fast costs him some _ potential 
yocks. When he hit his impreshes 
of Colman, Maxie Rosenbloom, Bar- 
ry Fitzgerald, Cary Grant, Milton 
Berie, etc. he has them hitiINMgE the 
palms for a begoff. 

Frank Linale orch handles the 
show backgroundings in capable 
fashion and for the dance sets, gets 
them up in heavy numbers. 

In the Lounge, Barry Gray con- 
tinues building a heavy following, 
with standing room only the rule 
for listeners to his midnight to 3 a.m. 
air sesh. In the past 10 days, he’s 
probably outdrawn the big room 
customer-wise. Lary. 


La Martinique, N. Y. 
Lecuona Cuban Boys (14), Phyllis 
& Teddy Rodriguez, Maria Del Rey, 





| oad 





Ralph Font Orch (11): $3.50 mini- 
mum 
Le Martinique’s latest show im-| 


presses as being more commercial 
than anything else it’s tried this sea- 


son. From the Tzigane fiddles of the | 


last layout this 57th street bistro has 
switched to an accent on rhumba 
with an abbreviated show. The 
parlay in this case—at least the par- 
lay of the two Latin 
like it will entice 
trade among the dancing cafegoers. 

With the Lecuona Cuban Boys and 
the Ralph Font rhumba orchestra, La 
Martinique has two potent attractions 


bands—looks | 
a considerable | 


among a sizable set of club patrons. | 


They entice the type of 


the torso- 
the show 


show is over to resume 
throwing. Consequently, 
here is a briefie. 

The Lecuona band also contribute 
to the floorshow with 
rough-house. They have a_ good 
comedy turn with “Dark Eyes” in 
varied tempo, “Ti-Pi-Tin” 


some Latin | 


and the! 


trick guitaring of bandsman Manuel | 


Lopez. 
beat out a terrifically fast rhythm 
that’s primitive Cuban, but there’s no 
complaint from the customers. 
Font band; in contrast, is a smooth 


For the dance chores, they | 


The | 


dance combo that’s always easy to! 


follow. Theirs is a sapient mixture of 

melody and rhythm that makes a 

turn on the floor fairly relaxing. 
Act section of the show is topped 


customer | 
| who can hardly wait until the floor-'! 


| by Teddy and Phyllis Rodriguez, who 
have n repeating at various spots 
around town. This Latin team has 
a fairly simple style of terps, which 
shows up infinitely better on a nitery 
floor than in a vaudery, They show 
a large assortment of numbers in. 
cluding waltz, samba, tango and soft- 
shoe numbers, plus a couple of 


| routines wherein the lad does some 


fairly energetic terps balancing a 
glass of water. They return for a 
couple af encores. However, one of 
‘tthe greater assets of this team is the 
lad’s mixing ability. He's there 
table-hopping and as a result has 
built up a sizable following that ap- 
plaud his act far beyond its actual 
entertainment value. 


Other item on the La Martinique 


bill is Maria Del Rey, a pleasant 
looker, who chants in English and 
Spanish. Unfortunately, she doesn’t 


project sufficiently for this spot. 
Jose 














GOWNS BY ERNESTO 





HELENE and HOWARD 


"Comedy Dance Antics’ 
ON 
CONCERT TOUR 
Dir.: MATTY ROSEN 











PHIL FOSTER 


Nite-Life’s Newest Laff-Sensation 








HEADLINING 


SLAPSIE MAXIE’S 
HOLLYWOOD 











“Fostered by” 
SOL. TEPPER, RKO Bidg., New York 20 
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MISS LEE BARTEL 


CURRENTLY SINGING AT 


HAREM, NEW YORK 


10TH WEEK 


JOSEPH MARSOLAIS Direction: summer re eae ro a Thanks to 
{1697 Broadway o New York opening night. es change er 
Suite 906 @ Cl. 5-4034—5 MUSIC CORP. OF AMERICA hairdo and gowning'for better orb NAT HARRIS LOU WALTER 
results, but teed off with the worn’ 
et eee moe 














JOAQUIN GARAY —currenniy— 


(PRONOUNCED WAUKEEN GAH-RAY) 


avana Madrid 


~NEW YORK CITY 








—BILL SMITH, Billboard. 


“Joaquin Garay, short, dark punchy emsee-singer ... was gracious and pleasant. ... But if Garay's emseeing chores were well handled, it 
was in his own spot that he did an outstanding job ... overall effect was socko.” 








Direction: M.C.A. 





Opening Dec. 23, HOUSE OF HARRIS, San Francisco 
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= New 


FRANKIE LAINE 


ins. 
HF amount, N. ¥. 
As long as /y,ere’s a considerable 


ce, it’s safe to presume 
i preinsgriey swoon will provide 
n integral part of the entertain- 
ment scene, The latest singer to 
catch popular imagination is Frankie 
Laine, who clicked le ned on 
Mercury records and thoroughly es- 
*tablished himself boxoffice-wise 
with the waxing of “That's My De- 
sire.” Although a comparative 
stranger to theatre audiences, he’s 
been potent enough to drag out $7,- 
500 from one week in a vaude house 
on a percentage arrangement. His 
first date at the Parauount is at 
$2,500, and speaking solely from the 
viewpoint of the Par’s counting of- 
fice, very well worth it. 
- At this stage of Laine’s career it 
would seem that his toehold on the 
" public would depend upon his abil- 
jty to produce click records. With 
the wax ban effective at the end of 
this month that’s likely to pose a 
considerable problem. 

Laine is one of the more ener- 

etic members of the singing crop. 

e’s out there punching. making 
with the gestures and stomping his 
feet so that he’s got visual interest 
as well. He rides his melody, giving 
an occasional glissando for the juve 
trade to get the desired audience re- 
turns. : 

At the current — of the game, 
Laine is regarded as a “freak” at- 
traction. He’s not.a handsome gent, 
he doesn’t look helpless. But he can 
sing with Freudian undertones. 
That's enough. Jose. 
FOUR TUNES 
Harmony Singing 
14 Mins. 

Apollo, N. Y. 

This colored quartet was formerly 
known as the Brown Dots, When 
Deke Watson dropped out several 
months ago the boys picked up a 
new member as well as a new 
moniker, While the Four Tunes vo- 
calizing is largely in the same idiom 
as the Mills Bros., Charioteers, etc., 
it's. done well with good timing. 
Unit is a good bet for vauders such 

s the Apollo and warrants book- 
fn s in the cafe time. 

ys are neatly garbed. in white 
uits. They do some five numbers 
Saee with only a guitar as accom- 
animent. Nevertheless, they’re not 
acking in rhythm as evidenced by 
their sock piping . “I Understand” 

d “Just in Case You Change Your 

ind.” Guitarist usually handles 
the melody while his mates back 
him up with nifty throat effects. 


ROY DAVIS 
Soengs-Impressions 

8 Mins. 

Leon & Eddie’s, N. Y. 

Best features of Roy Davis’ work 
are his impressions of various radio 
singers—and by some strange coin- 
cidence, he resembles a composite 
of therm all from Crosby and Vallee 
to Dick Powell. He’s got an infec- 
tious personality, a neat flair for 
comedy and demonstrates in his 
short solo spot that he rates more 
featured billing than his combo 
emcee-singing turn here. 

His comedy is slightly better than 
his songs and the teeoff number, 
Don’t Know What You're Getting 
Anymore,” is a little too cute. Take- 
off on Eddie “antor is the best of 
his impressio:s, although he also 
does a standout job on the Ink Spots. 
With a little more experience, he 
should do okay in similar nitery or 
vaude dates. Stal. 


WALLY DEAN 
Magician 

6 Mins. 

Leon & Eddie’s, N. Y. 

Tt seems hardly possible that a 
nitery amg sory could offer any- 
- thing new but Wally Dean turns the 
trick. After running through his 
act, he encores by bringing out a 
m-rionette, togged to resemble him, 
and puts the puppet through several 
of the same magic tricks that he'd 
performed earlier. 

Dean started slowly the night 
caught (3) because of obvious 
nervousness and use of the antiquat- 
ed cigaret-appearing trick. Once he 
swung into his manipulation feats, 
pop om he was okay. Patter is fair 
and mited to the bare necessities, 
wich is good. Novel trick with the 
dummy rabbit is neatly done end 
the marionette turn more than dem- 
onstrates his versatility. Stal. 


T#REE PO 
Danei a 


5 Mins, 
Apollo, N. yY. 


b outines of dusky femme irio are 
Y nO means original but the gals 
Pack their work with plenty of en- 
tens Open as a unit in some fast 
i ‘ping. Two of the femmes, dressed 
fn male suits, drop out, leaving the 
ird to contrib some acro stuff. She 
Scores with somersaults, etc., inter- 
Spersed with splits. In contrast to 
_ Jer mates, she’s attired in white, 
With a short skirt. 
or the finale, group reforms to 
step in unison. With more experi- 
ence and further polish the Poms 
should be ready for most niteries 
and vaude houses that feature 
turns similar to theirs. 


Acts 


ROBERT MAXWELL 
Harpist 
15 Mins, 
Chicago theatre, Chi 

Robert Maxwell’s polished harp- 
plucking came to light several years 
ago in Rudy Vallee’s Coast Guard 
band. In his first major assignment 
he was heard but not seen, dubbing 
for Harpo Marx on Liszt’s “Second 
Hungarian Rhapsody” in the film, 
“Night at Casablanca.” In recent 
months he’s worked niteries. He's 
okay mostly for the cafes though a 
click, too, in theatres. 

His repertoire ranges from clas- 
sics and standards to novelties and 
pops. Using “Mamselle’ and 
“Honeysuckle Rose” as 
|follows with fast “Old Man River,” 
then to “Who” and “Smoke Gets In 
Your Eyes.” Strips of paper in- 





serted between strings give a hill- 
i billy twang to “Feudin’ & Fightin’.” 
|For windup he puts elaborate 
punches on the Liszt rhapsody. 
Harping, pointed up by workman- 
like flourishes and surgical preci- 
sion, hit home with the house. Man- 
ner was relaxed and personable. 
Baxt. 


MARIAN MANNERS 
Songs 

6 Mins. 

Leon & Eddie’s, N. Y. 

Marian Manners has played sev- 
eral vaude and nitery dates on the 
Coast but this is her first appear- 
ance in New York. She demon- 
strates via her polished perform- 
ance, something not usually found 
among the newcomers at Leon & 
Eddie’s, that she’s had considerable 
experience. Her medium-pitched 
voice is well-modulated, although 
she can turn on the volume when 
she wants. 

She’d do best to play down the 
swing numbers and concentrate on 
torchies, on which she does a much 
better job. Her teeoff on “Wild 
About Harry” misses through her 
inability to put over a jump num- 
ber but she does a fine job on “Wish 
I Didn’t Love You So.” Closing 
tune, “Emerald Isle Is Jumping,” is 
okay despite its swing beat, perhaps 
because it’s a novelty and offers 
little for comparison to other sing- 
ers. 

Miss Manners is a tall, attractive 
brunet, okay for niteries and good 
for radio, Stal. 


RITA LOPEZ 

Dance 

6 Mins. 

Leon & Eddie’s, N. Y. 

From her appearance, Rita Lopez 
might be another Latin from Man- 
hattan. She still has enough of an 
exotic quality about her, though, 
to qualify her for the use of the 
billing. A tall, attractive brunet, 
with a lissome figure, she’s making 
her first New York cafe appearance 
at Leon & Eddie's. 

Her dance routines are okay but 
nothing out of the ordinary. Chief 
fault is her tendency to overdrama- 
tize via facial expressions and arm 
and hand movements for her num- 
bers, several of which require 
nothing of the sort for best results. 
She opens in a novel way by dis- 
tributing gifts, such as a flower from 
her hair and a garter from her gam, 
to male ringsiders and then seques 
into a beguine. Samba number is 
slightly better, since she puts more 
emphasis on her terps and less on 
her dramatics. Stal. 


MAYO BROS. (2) 
Dancers 

6 Mins. 

Leon & Eddie’s, N. Y. 

These two boys are definitely 
comers. Nice-looking, clean-cut lads, 
their terping is standout and should 
get them going fast on the road up. 

They’re introed by the line here as 
part of an Indian war dance and then 
segue into their own routines. Much 
of this consists of highly-intricate 
and seldom-seen steps, done for the 
most part on a small platform. 
They've got the usual slides and 
fancy splits but even these are done 
in topdrawer style. 

They could improve their act by 
toning down the comedy. Their 
dancing is Bw enough to stand on 
its own and their attempt at humor 
is n.s.g. anyway. Even with the at- 





tempted comedy, though, they're 
standout. Stal. 
NORMAN JENSEN 

Magician 

10 Mins. 


Giass Hat, N. Y. 

Norman Jensen is a neat-appear- 
ing, youthful magician whose pro- 
jection and polish would suggest 
he’s been around the vaude and 
saloon circuits, but has escaped 
Variety's New Acts files. 

He does standard magic, such as 
the handerkerchief baffler, disap- 
pearing glass of milk and vanishing 
blocks. Tncteod of playing them 
straight he interlards the tricks by 
fitting each stunt to a Hollywood 
personality presumably doing pat, 
lor tricks. His voice impreshes of 
Gable, Colman, etc., are more than 
ordinarily authentic, with tne Dur- 
ante takeoff the topper. ah 

Lad’s equally adept on mimicry 
and magic stuff, and should have no 
trouble duplicating reception ac- 
corded here in intimate boites or 
'vauders. Edba. 








teeoffs, he | 


| speed because of the looming menace | 


; crew 








RKO Rushes Pix 


Continued from page 1 


until Monday (8) night, 
is reviewed below.) 


NBC, which did the live telecast | 


directly from the Garden, took the 
opportunity to use the Zoomar lens 
for the first time in covering a fight. 
Lens was used to furnish closein 
shots of the boxers between rounds 
and of the knockdowns, 

Fully aware of the strong demand 
of patrons in the sticks to see the 
fight, RKO has boosted its rental 


terms this year to an all-time high. | 
Some small town exhibs have been | 


asked as much as $200 for the two 
reeler. 


RKO reportedly worked at super- 


of video. With a 19-man camera 


side, each roll of film was rushed to 


the processing labs as soon as it 
came out of the camera. Labs 
worked all night Friday and the 


pictures hit the screen of all RKO 
theatres in N. Y. and the Trans-Lux 
newsreel chain by noon Saturday. 
Films were flown to Chicago for 


screening Saturday night, and Los | 


Angeles and San Francisco had them 
Sunday. 


Because of the controversy over 
the split decision on the fight, RKO 
hopes to do more business with the 
pictures this year than ever before. 
RKO shorts salesmanager Harry 
Michalson predicted at least 8,000 
bookings before Feb. 1. Pathe has 
turned out more than 600 prints so 
far of the two-reeler and the labs 
are still working at top speed to 
meet the demand. 


Business engendered by 


morning on Broadway, when the 
Trans-Lux house on the street had 
a line two-deep stretching almost a 
block. Theatre neighbors most of 
the big Broadway showcase houses. 


RKO Palace, only other theatre on | 


Broadway currently running the 
fight films, expects to add $6,000 to 
its boxoffice take this week alone. 





Pix Decide the Winnah 


Controversy over who won the 
Louis-Walcott fight can be partially 
settled, at least, by the excellent 
slow motion shots. Pictures show 
with unmistakable clarity that Wal- 
cott, with the exception of the two 
times he knocked Louis to the can- 
vas, took just as much punishment 
as he dished out. In the close-in 
body fighting, in fact, Walcott at 
several points got by far the worst 
end of the battering, meaning the 
decision favoring Louis was prob- 
ably fair. 


(Jack Pulaski’s Television review 
on page 30 however, indicates the 
video viewers gave it to Walcott.) 

Pictures, running 18 minutes, rep- 
resent as good a job as Pathe has 
ever done on a heavyweight cham- 
pionship bout. Full-screen closeup 
keeps the fighters at all times prac- 
tically in the audience’s lap and 
there are some fine views of the 
boxers’ facial contortions. Because 
of the controversy, exec producer 
Jay Bonafield wisely refrained from 
adding any kind of commentary to 
the film. Only sound, consequently, 
is the crowd noise and ring an- 
nouncer Harry Balogh’s grandilo- 
quent introes. As a result, the audi- 
ence is given a chance to decide the 
winner for itself, 


With most of the fight having been 
a dullish affair, in which Louis 
chased Walcott around the ring, 
Pathe has condensed it as far as 
possible. bilm shows snatches of 
each round, but concentrates only 
on the highlights. Excellent view 
on a large theatre screen, incident- 
ally, proves much better than any- 
thing that can currently be offered 
by television. Because the fight’s 
outcome is already known, however, 
the audience watching the film will 
not feel the same excitement as did 
those pecple who watched the fight 
as it happened on video. 


Pathe used its biggest camera crew 


in history for this, with 19 men | 


working under the direction of 
Larry O'Riley. Six cameras in- 
cluded two slow-motion jobs, two 
sound-on-film and two _ portable 
Eyemos. Stal. 





Theatre’s Poll on Fight 
San Francisco, Dec. 9. 
Poll is being taken by the Golden 
Gate here in conjunction with show- 
ing of Louis-Walcott fight pictures, 


ito determine who they think actually | fu... 


won. Vote thus far is two-to-one in 
favor of Walcott. 

San Francisco Chronicle sports 
page is giving daily reports on bal- 
loting via tieup with theatre. 


(Fight film | 


from RKO-Pathe at the ring- | 


interest | 
in the fight was apparent Sunday | 
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Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of show 
whether full or split week 


Letter in parentheses jndicates circuit: (1) Independent; (1) Loew; 
(P) Paramount; (R) RKO; (W) Warner 


Bills 








NEW YORK CITY Oriental (I) 11 





Capitol (LL) 16 L Prima Show 
Paul Whiteman O COLUMBUS 
Marilyn Maxwell Palace (R) 15-17 
Gene Sheldon Jimmy Dorsey Orc 
; Ben Beri Will Mastin 3 
| Musie Hall (1) 11 (two to fill) 
| Lucile Cummings HARTFORD 
| Myrtill & Pacaud State (I) 12-14 
Acromaniacs Doctor Neff Show 
Gaudsmith Bros Russ Morgan Ore 
Rockettes MIAMI 
Corps de Ballet Olympia (P) 10. 
Svm Or i¢ athalis 
| Paramount (P) 10|)Mack & Desmond 
Ray McKinley Bd jAunt Jemima 
Frankie Laine ij Larry Daniels 
| Billy DeWolfe (‘oeo Steve & Eddie 
| Clark Bros } NEWARK 

Roxy (7) 11 | Adams (fF) t1 
Connee Boswell | Buddy Rich Ore 
Paul Gerrits Vik Damone 
1 & A DiGatano iR & M Carnevale 
| Pitchmen |}Paul Winchell 
| Strand (W) 10 OMAHA 
| Charlie Barnett O | Paramount (P) 11 
| Runny Briggs Fred Ingle Ore 
| Ada Lynne Gil Mason 
1D Marle & Lee | Haydocks 
| State (L) I1 | Joey Rardin 
| Dewey Sis PATERSON 
| Jayne Walton | Majestie (1) 11-14 
| Frankie Conville |} Winton & Diane 
iFrancis Craig | Harry Steffen 
lames Barton iGrace Johnston 
Landa & Holland }Eddie Lambert Co 
| BRONX ;Gautier’s Brickl'y’s 
Windsor (1) 12-14 15-17 
Lily Ann Carol Derby Wilson 
Catron Bros The Skyriders 
Edward Sis Tack DeLeon 
\bdallah Girls iJ & C Brick 


Jackie Randall 


BROOKLYN 


icone to fill) 
PHILADELPRAIA 





Flatbush (1) 12-14 Carman (1) 11 
Brookins & Van Bob Hopkins 
|The Rossilianos Atas 3 

| Marty Barrett Sid Stone Co 

| Miriam Gwinne Tanner & Betty 

| Stagg MeMann 3 PROVIDENCE 
| EENS Capitol (1) 11-14 
Jamaica (1) 10-13 3% Fontaines 

| Howell & Bowser Steve Murray 











JAMES BARTON 


HEADLINING 


LOEW'S STATE, New York 


WEEK DEC, 11 
Per. Mgt.: AL WILSON 
EDDIE SMITH AGENCY 


1501 Broadway New York 











ee 
4 Belaires Don Henry 3 


(seven to fill) Paul Gary 
BALTIMORE (one to fill) 
Hippodrome (1) 11 READING 


Harmonicaets 
Bob Berry 
Stroud Twins 
Curry. Byrd & 


Rajah (1) 12-138 
Castle Sis 
Lew Nelson 


LeRoy 5 ar Cohan Jr 

: . C North & Marcia 
vn eewal (1) 12 Willie, West & 
Cab Calloway Ore McGinty 
Berry Bros mi, : y 
Stump & Stumpy Rs - ae 
(two to fill) alace 

State (1) 11-18 “Pootlight Parade"’ 


The Delmars Parbary Coast Boys 
Pat Valley 
Sharon Devries 
Gonzales Si 
14-1 
Siuart Sis 
Gloria French 
Paul Brilliant 
The Vespers 


Nancy Belle 
Clayton & Phillips 
Amazing Saxon 
Caudillo Sis 

SAN FRANCISCO 
Golden Gate (R) 10 
Marie McDonald 
Gill Robinson 


BOSTON Larry Blake 
Boston (R) 11 Merrell 3 
Tommy Dorsey Or Stuart & Ida 
Prof Backwards SPRINGFIELD 


Court Sq (I) 11-4 


Emerald Sis 
CAM The Hightowers 


Towers (I) 12-14 


El Chico 
F Del Monte 
Victoria Barcelo 
Rita & Rozino 
Los Panchos 
Greenwich Yil, Inn 
Jean Parker 


Lou Menschel 
Martin Line 
Blimpy Blank Ore 
La Martinique 
Miguelito Valdez 
Ralph Font Ore 


fe T & P Rodriques 
Herera Maria Del Ray 
Nea Harvey Ore m L 
Sonny Roberts QO ae > oe 
Harem 1s Meccan 
Jack Cole Ders aly Bros Ore 
Myron ‘ ohen Marion Manners 
Frances Faye Roy Davis 
Elisa Jayne Rita L a 
John Elliot Wally Tans 
Paul Remos A ate, ag 
Mack Triplets nepard Line 
Lee Bartel Old Roumanian 
Nevada Smith Sadie Banks 
Fausto Curbello O Joey Dean 
Art Roman O Joe LaPorte Ore 
Hotel Edison D’Aquila Orc 
Tommy Reed Ore Essex House 
No 1 Fifth Ave | Erwin Kent Ore 
Phyllis Grey Latin Quarter 
Wilson & Hosley Harvey Stone 
Hazel Webster — Campagnons 
Downey & Fonville Georgie Tapps 
Highlights Smith Sis 
Belmont-Plaza Patricia Adair 
Romo Vincent C & T Valdez 
Jon Laurenz Gueneth Omeroa 
| ete eg Bon Vivants 
astillance - ace ge » = nabaigadles 
Eddie Stone Ore : ee e 
Hotel Biltmore Billy Vine 
Lanny Ross Jan Bart 
Pat Whitney Demar & Denise 
Mark David Betty Jane Smith 
Sonny Weldon O Tony Bavaar 
Stephen Kisley O Catalino Ore 


Hotel Commodore Ruban Blea 
Stan Kenton Ore Sonia Cortis 
Hotel Lexington Connie Sawyer 
Alomas Hawaiians | Jean Palmer 
Hotel New. Yorker | Normann Paris 8 
Sammy Kaye Ore Wally Blacker 
Hotel Pennsylvania Spivy’s 
Chas Spivak Orc Spivy 
Hotel Pierre Shiela Barrett 
Landre & Verna Versailles 
Chas Readey Ore Dunninger 
G Ray Terrell Bob Grant Ore 
Van Smith Ore Panchito Ore 
Hotel Plaza Village Barn 
Phil Regan ‘ Piute Pete 
Joel Herron Ore Toni Palmer 
Hotel Roosevelt Moore Sis 
Guy Lombardo O MacArthurs 
Hotel St Moritz Ranch Ore 


Edo Lubich Ore 
Hotel St Regis 
Raye & Naldi 
Nype & Cote 
Evalyn Tyner 
Andre Andree & 
Bonnie 
Laszlo & Pepito 
Ted Straeter Ore 
J Guarneri 3 
Hotel Taft 
Vincent Lopez Ore 
Charlie Drew 
Havana-Madrid 
Noro Morales Ore 


Village Vanguard 

Irwin Corey 

Lee Wiley 

Max Kaminsky 8 

Don Frye 
Waldorf-Astoria 

De Marcos 

Nat Brandwynne O 

Misha Borr Ore 

Wivel 

Bob Lee 

Kay Carole 

Brynne Lorey 

Janie Scott 

Danny White 





Joaquin Garay Zimmerman’s 
Corday & ‘Triano | Janczi Makula 
Sacasas Ore Zsiga Bela 
Teeland Paulens 
Lynn Allison Doris Haywood 
Tiny Clark Gene Kardos O 
CHICAGO 

Blackhawk Marian Fedele 
Phil Levant Song Stylists (4) 
Ray Olsen D Hild Dancers (12) 


Howard Brooks 
Shirley White 

T & J Mahoney 
Chez Paree 
Marty Gould Ore 
Paul Draper 
Martin & Lewis 
Don Chiesta Ore 
Chez Adorables (10) 


Hotel Sherman 
Leo Diamond 
Mel Torme 
Marty Hogan 
Jose Melis Ore 
Jeanne Williams 
Carl Marx 

Latin Quarter 
Lenny Kent 


Jean Darling Latin Leveliee (12 
Hotel Blackstone | Buddy Shaw Ore ; 
Ray Morton Ore Valida Snow 
Hotel Bismark Lick Hyde 
Fred Harris, Donna | Vilma hore 
& Annette Palmer ouse 


Griff Willlams Ore 


Rasenks Pree: t3h Florence Desmond 


Benno Delson O 


Robert Maxwell 
Pat Henning 


8 Berta 
BO: i Gates George Guest 
Olive White ’ , 
The Lureys Bl Brown 
Reis Bros The Reddingtons 
J & C Brick Pinkus & Foster 
CHICAGO WASHINGTON 
Chicago (P) 12 Capitol (L) it 
Delta Rhythm Boys |Maphis Duo 


Diane Courtney 
Jack Carier 





The Stewarts (4) 
Helsings 
George Gobel 

Bill Chandler Ore 
Mary F Kincaid 
Jack Burtell 

H Edgewater Beach 
George Olsen Ore 


Artinoe & €ounsuele 
Ray Malone 
Howard De Courcy 
Hotel Stevere - 
Orin Tueker Ore 
Prof Lamberti 
Marcella Gould 


E & J Slack 
Scotee Marsh 


The Colstons Harold & Lola 
CHISWICK Delya 
Empire (I) 8 Geoffrey Warner 
Nitwits i, Barr Co 


Hamilton & Vassi 
Gale & Barker 


Newman Twins 
Marie Wilson 


|iiugh Diamond SHEP’ERDS BUSH 
|Collison & Breen Empire (I) 8 
Dy nomen Cyril lage Ho 

ex Ramer Maurice Colleano 

LEICESTER T & B Andrews 

Palace (I) 8 Elsie Bower 

Zuider Zee Bill Waddington 
Macari 


Lindsay Colleano 
MacDonald & 
Graham 


Dutch Serensders 
Pe, ino's Circus 


G — & be Red Fred & Rosa 
d orecom 
Chow Ding WOOD GREEN 


Geo. Williams 
Dorérester Lovelies 
Jack Glenrose 
MANCHESTER 
Hippodrome (1) 8 
Borrah Minevitch 
Harmonica Rascals 
Johnny Puleo 
R & M Lamar 


Cabaret Bills 


Empire (3) 8 
Ignorance Is Bliss 
Alys 
Jam & Jill 
Madrigal 
Terry Hall 
Los Valentos 
Ronne Conn 
Jimmy Robbins 

















NEW YORK CITY 





Bagatelle Dorothy Jarnac 
Dorothy Ross mene oye 

Blue Angel afe Society Uptn 
Amanda Laine Larry Adler 
; Kaye Ballard oan Merrill 
| Pearl Bailey Martin Ore 
; Jay Marshall China Doll 
Hal — 3 ing & Ling 
| Ellis Larkin : 
| Carnival ong me 


Laurie Long 

Beairicé Fung 
H Curbello Ore 
Jack Prase Ore 


George Jessel Oye 
Elsa & Waldo 
Graham Sis 


Meline 





Ray Jacquemot Copacabana 
Chas Irwin Peter Lind Hayes 
Chas Blackman Or | Jet MacDonald 
Gao Ore | Mary Healy 

Cafe Soctet Blair & Dean 
| (Dewatown Ray Arnet 
, Rose Murphy | Michael Durso Ore 


Alan Melvin Fernando Alvarez O 


Cardini 
Paul Haakon 


Sensationalists (8) 
Boulevar-dears 









‘Best Years’ 


Continued from page 1 





pix. Broadcast also informed the 
home-front Reds that some of Hol- 
lywood’s stars are demanding the 
death penalty for the “progressive” 
actors. 


Broadcast said in part: 

“Hollywood is now feverishly 
working on the production of a se- 
ries of anti-Soviet films, designed 
to slander the Soviet Union. The 
premiere of the widely advertised 
American film, ‘The Best Years of 











|wartime years. 


Our Lives,’ was recently staged in 
Paris. In the film these years were 
The heroes of the 
film yearn for a new war. 

“Those who refuse to work on the 
production of imperialist films are 
subjected in the U. S. to pressure 
and baiting. The representatives of 
American reactionary Bohemians, 
Adolphe Menjou and Gary Cooper, 
who many a time slandered the 
progressives of the Amcrican intel- 
ligentsia, demanded the death sen- 
ience for Charlie Chapiin, ane. other 
famous American actors—Katharine 
Hepburn, Henry Fonda and ‘Edward 
G.) Robinson—for their progressive 





views.” 
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Wednesday, December 10, 1947 





Musie Hall, N. Y. 

“The Nativity” and “Yuletidings,” 
both produced by Leon Leonidoff; 
settings, Bruna Maine; costumes, 
Marco Montedoro, Jas. Stewart Mor- 
com, Billy Livingston, executed by 
H. Rogge; lighting, Eugene Braun; 
special lyrics, Albert Stillman; Rich- 
ard Leibert, Harry Campbell, Ashley 
Miller at organ; Alexander Smallens 
conducting Music Hail Symphony 
(Jules Silver, Anton Coppola asso- 
ciates); Lucite Cum , Nerman 
Wyatt, Germaine Myrtill & Roger 
Pacaud, Lawrence Nickol, Evelyn 
Garay; Gaudsmith Bros. (2); Acro- 
maniacs (3); Reckettes (dances Rus- 
sell Markert); choir (Kay Holley, 
assoc. dir.); “Geed News” (M-G), 
reviewed in Vanity Dec. 3, '47. 





The hit of Radio City Music Hall 
for the Xmas semester is the stage 
portion, per voual. “The Nativity,” 
marking its 15th annual. repeat, 
splits the bill with “Yuletidings,” 
another gay and colorful seasonal 
spectacle. Both staged by Leon 


Pardon,” Craig’s latest, which hits 
the diskeries this week. Craig 
pleases with a novelty introduced by 
a humorous north-and-south spiel, 
in which he plays “Dixie” with one 
hand and “Yankee Doodle” with the 
other. 

Neal Stanley, filling the comedy 
spot, has better than average success 
with a fasi routine of interpretations. 
Running the range from Donald 
Duck to the matinee idol set, like 
Jimmy Stewart and Renald Colman, 
Stanley goes on to kid the radio 
thrillers, and then takes in the hor- 
ror crew of filmdom—Peter Lorre, 
Sidney Greenstreet, et al. Has a 
well arranged act, with continuity 
and some novel twists. Bang up 
finale of James Cagney as George 
M. Cohan in “Yankee Doodle Dandy” 
brings him back for some straight 
gags. 

Lander & Holland, new to these 
parts, impress as top-drawer adagio 
terpers. Team are handsomely 
groomed, and match their technique 
to their looks. It’s all straight terp- 





Leonidoff, all the imagination, pa- 
geantry and whimsy of the Kringle 
custom is visualized in an eye-| 
arresting, somewhat breath-tak’ng | 
stage presentation. What's more, | 
it’s all wrapped up in the best | 
happy holiday tradition, replete | 
with tinsel and gaudiness in_ its | 
trappings. These include produc- 
tion, costuming and talent. The | 
Rockefellers, agented by prexy Gus | 
Eyssell of the 4&Hiall, 
threw the bankroll 
Rainbow Room. 

Lucile Cummings scores as solo- | 
ist throughout, teeing off Norman 
Wyatt’s narration for “The Nativity,” | 
first part. They repeat in the second 
segment, which really is a riot of 
spec, flash and splash. The Gaud- | 
smiths, with their standard canine 
comedy, segue into Kurt Weill’s “My 
Ship” (eut of “Lady in the Dark”), 
which is a_ fitting atmospheric 
musical theme as Myrtill & Pacaud 
do their balletmania; the Acromani- 
acs (3) wham ’em with their panto- 
acro-comedy; and the ballet, choir 
and Rockettes are interspliced in an 
eye-filling hour. 

Withal, one of the Hall’s topmost 
stage shows. Abel. 


right off the 


State, N. ¥. 

Johnny Morgan, Lorraine Rognan 
with Pat McCaffrie; Ginger Harman, 
Tunesmen (3), Rolly & Bonnie Pick- 
ert, 4 Moroccans, Sammy Fidler with 
House Orch; “Seng of Love (M-G). 





Now that Loew’s State is set to go 
straight pix, each of the house's re- 
maining bills should become “col- 
lector” items. The vaude connoisseur 
will become a lost individual when 
the last curtain on flesh shows comes 
down here Dec. 24. The State, of 





course, is the last stronghold of 
vaudeville. 

The current layout actually may 
net be the type to be treasured by 
the variety epicures because of the 
lack of top names, but it’s a bill that 
has its quota of entertainment re- 
gardiess. This stanza is strong on 
comedy, having Johnny Morgan and 
Lorraine Rognan tu take care of that 
phase. Morgan, while not punching 
for laughs, gets his share with a 
pighort of — Wp mtn He made 
a sufficiently good impress to walk 
off toa strong exit, despite the com- 
parative paucity of attendance, at 
show caught. 

Miss Rognan, assisted by Pat Mc- 
Caffrie, is a competent and likable 
comedienne, a proven standard. Mc- 
Caffrie’s ighting provides effec- 
tive foiling for Miss Rognan’s pro- 
tean antics. 

There's further comedy by the 
Tunesmen (3), who have come up 
from the cocktail lounges and de- 
veloped a good theatre act. They 
have an okay selection of special 
lyrics that draw laughs, a knowing 
delivery and a geod comedic flair. 
Musically, the outfit is a bit un- 
orthodox with a piano, clarinet and 
drum instrumentation, but their 
arrangements are interesting and 
make for encores. 

Song department is taken care of 
by Ginger Harman, who does well 
enough to do an extra number. She 
shows up best on rhythm tunes, in- 
clusion of ballads providing a good 
change of pace. 

Novelty comes at the Opening and 
close of the bill with Rolly ana 
Bonnie Pickert, a likable dance 
twain who do okay as the house 
warmups, while the Four Moroccans 


make a strong closer with their 
tumbling. Jose. 





Capitel, Wash. 
‘i Washington, Dec. 6. 
Francis Craig with Bob Lamm, 
Lander & Holland, Neal S:anley, 


Dewey Sisters (2); Golden Earrings 
(Par). 





Show, headlined by Francis (“Near 
You”) Craig is nicely paced and 
well balanced, with customers appre- 
ciative throughout. 

Craig, assisted by Bob Lamm, 
blind trumpet player and vocalist, 
gets nice reception, which is height- 
ened by his home-folk touch. Some- 
what amateurish in his stance, 
though never awkwardly so, Craig 
registers with his key work, par- 
ticularly in the best-selling “Near 
You,” in which Lamm assists with 
the vocal. 
trumpeting in 


“Margie” and then 


team gives again with “Beg Your ' capably. 


ing, of the ballroom 
with unusual grace and artistry. Of 
the trio of numbers, the polka got 
best returns. 

Pacers for the show are the Dewey 
Sisters in a pleasing acro-balancing 
act. Lowe. 


Roxy, N. Y. 


Connee Boswell, Piichmen (3), 


tano, 


H. Leopold Spitalny Chorus 
(25), 


Roxyettes (24), Paul 


(Col.), reviewed in Variety Oct. 29, 
1947. 





For the second time in a row the | 


20xy has been caught with its pic- 
tures down. Sudden withdrawal of 


the previous film (“Thunder in the | 
has forced the manage- 


Valley’) 
ment to book new layouts on a split- 
second notice. 


On’ the basis of what was avail- 
able, the new Roxy stage shew 
shapes up as a good layout, having 
four proven acts, with name value 
concentrated in Connie Boswell. 
For entertainment value, the session 
is equal to some of the top shows 
to play here, but paucity of business 
doesn’t make for anywhere near the 
applause that the proceedings war- 
rant. 


Miss Boswell generates a nice 
glow throughout the house with her 
warm renditions of a variety of 
numbers e from “Feudin and 
Fightin” to “Silent Night” and 
“White Christmas” as the commu- 
nity-sing curtain. In between, a 
medley of pops and the swing ar- 
rangement of “Martha” come off 
with a great deal of personal charm 
and feeling. She merits and gets one 
of the top hand of the occasion. 

Another to register handily is 
Paul Gerrits, who’s been 
Stem for sometime. This comic 
mixes an affable selection of stories 
coupled with some graceful roller- 
—e to hit it off nicely with the 

ouse. 


The Pitchmen (3) are sufficiently 
rowdy to t the measure of the 
audience. eir zanyisms i dem- 
onstrating instrumental effects with 
— ae musicmaker are well 

ed. 


Jayne and Adam Di Gatano give 
a demonstration of ethereal ball- 
room terps. Effectiveness of their 
work is pointed up by the fine vocal 
backing of the H. Leopold Spitalny 
group of 25 mixed voi and Paul 
Ash’s house band as well. - 


The house production by Arthur 
Knorr and Gae Foster is up to the 
usual par. The line gives a good 
account of itself in the familiar 
number wherein the girls balance 
themselves on huge rubberballs. 





Jose. 

Olympia, Miami 
> Miami. Dec. 6. 
Eugenie Baird, Tim Herbert 


Modelettes (12), Paul Duke, Johnny 


Welde, Carlton & Dell, Les Rhode 
op :8 Orch; “Song of the Thin Man” 
(M- ‘ 





Current bill stacks up as better 
than past few layouts, with blend of 
novelty and standard appraising as 
mitt-raisers, though only in Tim 
Herbert does house have sock act. 

Eugenie Baird, who co-toplines 
with Herbert, sets her songs nicely 
with straight and comedy lyrics. 
Orb appeal is there, aiding in prese»- 
tation of such numbers as “Give Me 
Something to Remember You By,” 
“Don't Blame Me” and tee off palm- 
getter, “Fancy Free.” 


_ Herbert, a fave here, racks up con- 
sistent laughs with mixture of im- 
preshes, satiric takeoffs and eccen- 
tric hoofing, all done with easy, con- 
fident approach. Slim guy gets them 
all the way, to wind into begoff. 


Pace setters are Carlton and Dell 
with a zingy sesh of taps, niftily rou- 
tined. Magico Paul Duke utilizes 
ciggie bits, razor blades, pipes, etc., 
for good response. 

Johnny Welde and his bears get 
laughs from the kiddies. 
act, with the fur 





Latter does some nice | 


trained. The Modelletes hold over, 
to close the proceedings with their 
well rehearsed routinings. 


Les Rhode and the orch back ©’ -w 
Lary. 





variety, done | 


Ash | 
House Orch; “It Had to Be You” | 


off the | 


A matinee | 
Dearers weii | 


Capitol, N. Y. 

Paul Whiteman. Orch (31), Ben 
Beri, Marilyn Maxwell, Gene Shel- 
don (with Loretta Fisher); | 
Time For Keeps” (M-G), reviewed 
in Varrety Oct. 8, '47. 


Current stage bill at the Cap, N. Y., 
offers solid entertainment, with 
Paul Whiteman’s large orchestra (31- 
piece) and three good acts: juggler 
Ben Beri, filmster vocalist Marilyn 
Maxwell and comedy banjoist Gene 
Sheldon. It holds interest, with 
enough laugh spots, for 50 minutes. 

Whiteman opens the show with a 
pickup number, “Papa, Won't You 
Dance With Me,” from the legit mu- 
sical, “High Button Shoes.” There- 
after, he presents his harpist, Gloria 
Agostini, in a properly showy se- 
lection, Matty Malneck’s “Harp Fan- 
tasy.” The band closes the bill with 
another pyrotechnic compesition, De 
Falla’s “Fire Dance.” As always the 
Whiteman outfit is versatile and im- 
pressive, neatly registering its lead- 
er’s characteristic style of music. 

The first act on the bill is the fa- 
miliar Ben Beri, who registers im- 
mediately with the standard balanc- 
| ing fake of spinning a rubber ball 
on a twirling parasol. Thereafter, 
he holds attention and draws steady 
chuckles with skillful juggling of 








rubber balls and Indian clubs, clos- | 


ing with tambourines tossed in syn- 
copated time to the music. 
Miss Maxwell, who has personaled 


apparently | Paul Gerrits, Jayne & Adam Di Ga-| at the Cap before, sings feur varied 


numbers expertly. At the perform- 
ance caught Thursday (4) she made 
a striking appearance in a long, 
| dark blue, split skirt and overblouse 
with gold sequins, with a bright 
green ribbon in her blonde hair. 
She exaggerates her fluttering ges- 
| tures and facial expressions. 

| Gene Sheldon’s hokum banjo play- 
ing and pantomime is, of course, 
long standard in vaude. This time he 
offers the identical routine, coming 
on in the baggy, gray suit and silly 
hat and wearing his familiar expres- 
sion of blank ‘or delighted wonder. 
All his old bits, like trying to ex- 
tricate his fingers from the chair or 
banjo, plunking not quite the right 
note, dozing off during a number, 
etc., are as funny as ever, and his 
clesing bit of pantomime with his 
femme partner, Loretta Fisher, is 
the same irresistible lunacy. Hobe. 


Natien2!. L’ ville 
Louisville, Dec. 4. 
Henry Busse Orch (17) with Lee 
Shearin, Betty Taylor; Terry & 


roaded” (PRC). 








Teeing off with his theme, “When 
| Day Is ne,” Henry Busse loses no 
time introing his first vocalist, Lee 
Shearin, tall, personable chap with a 
modest manner and friendly ap- 
proach to a tune. Went over nicely 
with the patrons, smoothly phrasing 
“Almost Like Being in Love” and 
“Xmas Dressing.” Lad has a listen- 
able pair of pipes, and is a worthy 
embellishment to the Busse crew, 
as is Betty Taylor, an eyeful in a 
strapless gown, and showing neat 
song selling ability. plus nice diction, 
and expressive delivery. Rates with 
the best of the band chirps, at this 
catching. Turns in a neat vocal job 
on “Gentleman Is a Dope” and 
“Feudin’ and Fighting’” to cop nice 
applause. 

Busse tootles a neat trumpet, 
bringing out the old-time sweet 
tones, and fronts for the band in a 
businesslike, brisk menner. Gives his 
piano man Arne Barnett an oppor- 
tunity to sparkle with a neat o~ - 
ing of “Warsaw Concerto.” Horace 
Paratti out front with derby skimmer 
and semi-cowboy getup to essay a 
comedy treatment of “Cowboy Joe.” 
Band drags out an oldie which it re- 
cently recorded, “Wang, Wang 
Blues,” and it sounded good, too. 
Close with a medley from “Annie 
Get Your Gun,” for sock returns. 

Supporting acts are Al Gordon’s 
Dogs, standard canine turn. with the 
purps getting laughs with their non- 
cooperation and Gordon's near- 
apoplectic eff6rts to get the hounds 
to do something. Wind stint with the 
dows racing on a revolving table. 

Terry and Ralph Rio back with 
their familiar clowning routine. 
Ralph Rio makes an excellent straight 
to diminutive Terry's little gir] foo)- 
ery, and even unlimbers for a brief 
stint of eccentric terps. Win nice 
appreciation. 

Business near capacity at first show 
_ Thursday (4) night. old, 


Chieago, Chi 
Chicago, Dec. 5. 
Delta Rhythm Boys (5), Robert 
Maxwell, Pat Henning, Colstons (2). 


Lou Breese orch; “Golden Earrings” 
(Par), 











Lightweight bill holds up well, 
| after brisk tee-off by the orch in an 
| Americana medley with the maestro 
| banjoing “Oh Susannah” and “Dixie.” 
| the Colstons’ comic terping has the 
| usual correct male as a foil for 
| hoydenish femme. Latter picks up 
| plenty laughs with twitching der- 
| Tiere and man-hungry antics. .Pair’s 
| really expert acro routines are at 
| times almost lost in the by-play. 
Pat Henning comes on in a confi- 
dential way that gets and holds 
maximum attention. Comic nets 
| ready yocks with a sly, gossipy 
| routine directed at absent maestro, 
| then switches to impressions that 
draw salvos. Siandout bit is his 


Ralph Rio, Al Gordon’s Dogs; “Rail- | 


imitation of a man and woman wait- 
ing for cabs. 

gen shuns stereotyped por- 
traits of Hollywood folk in a clever 
approach that rests on clowning 
rather than aetual mimicry. He uses 
grunts and wheezes as the touch- 
stone. in characterizing film celébs, 
identifying Wallace Beery, for ex- 
ample, by a sound like the buzzer 
en the “Truth or Consequences” air 
show. Best results are gotten by his 
imitations of how screen toughies 
react to deadly gunfire. Topper of 
the let is his Edward G. Robinson 
absorbing machinegun bullets while 
seated in a chair. 

Unlike some recent song groups 
that huddle motionless at a micro- 
phone, the Delta Rhythm Boys know 
how to shift around on the boards. 
They also know that gestures add to 
the scll. Set opens with a jivey 
touch en “St. Louis Blues,” followed 
|by the heart-throbber oldie, “My 
| Future Just Passed.” Quartet, with 
| piano acompanist, weave fine har- 
|mony on their disk fave, “Old 
| Bones.” Group offs to solid hand, 
then returns with a parody on the 
| quartet from “Rigeletto,” in which 
_they wage mock battle for the mike. 
' Robert Maxwell, harpist, is re- 
| viewed under New Acts. Baxt. 


Simplicissimus, Vienna 





} Vienna, Nov. 26. 
| Cabaret Show, “Hotel Red Bull,” 
| by Hans Pflanzer and Otto Oegyn; 
| music by Trojan Welisch; produced 
'and direc.ed by Otto Oegyn; set- 
tings, Otto Fluder; dances, Grete 
‘Fuhrer; costumes, Lambert Hofer 
Hotel Porter; Ferry Wondra; Head- 
waiter, Ludwig Zwickl; Servant girl, 
Hermi Uray; Felix Gentard, Fred 
Weiss; Guests: Hermann Leopoldi 
and Helly Moeslein; Rudi Krettner, 
Gerda Rauschenberg, Hannerl Jaess- 
len, Else Rambeausek, Fred Weis and 
| Franz Wagner. 





Hilarious laughs about Wondra 
and Zwickl, with many new gags, 
besides a cabaret plot and a nice 
little story connecting the many 
seenes, excellent chansons, ending 
up with Hermann Leopoldi and 
Helly Moeslein. However, it would 
not be just to claim that the Ameri- 
can couple alone carry the show. 
Producer-manager Otto Ocegyn 
proved that as far as the art of 





cabaret is concerned, Vienn2 has 
much talent jo offer. 
Ferry Wondra and Ludwig 


| Zwickl are oldtimers. They are the 
| outstanding comedians of the capi- 
tal. Rudi Kreitner, who has made 
himself known also as author, dis- 
covered in Gerda Rauschenberg an 
excellent partner, Hermi Urey, too, 
| augurs a meteoric career. Else Ram- 
| bausek copies various types of the | 
\female species and gets much ap- 
plause with the song comparing our 
world with.a circus. Trojan Welisch 
composed ,and arranged the music. 
In this line of the music business 
he ranks on the top of the list here. 


Pianist-composer Hermann Leo- 
poldi begins with a potpourri of his 
old-time favorites. Though forbid- 
den for many years, nobody had 
forgotten them—and they never will 
be. The new one, “On Side Streets” 
(“In den Kleinen Seitengassen”), 
text by Jimmy Berg, is catchy and 
at present the No. 1 hit here. Leo- 
poldi’s latest composition, “Some- 
where,” gives his partner, Helly 
Moeslein, a possibility to prove her 
okay abilities. 

The Simplicissimus, with this 
show, marks its 35th anniversary. 
It is Vienna’s oldest cabaret, found- 
ed by the late Dern. Dorn’s 
successor, Alexander Goldfarb, was 
forced to emigrate and died abroad. 
Otto Oegyn tried to follow in the 
footsteps of his predecessors but 
also got into trouble with the Nazi 
authorities and was not only obliged 
to close down, but also to hide for 
more than two years. A few weeks 
after the liberation, he turned up 
again and was first to start a cabaret 
in Vienna, 48 hours after the re- 
installation of the electrical current. 
That was on May 10, 1945. Ever 
since then he worked hard to make 
his Simpl] what it was. As results 
show, he succeeded. Maas. 


RKO, Boston 
Boston, Dec. 5. 

Barry Sullivan with Jacqueline 
Dalya; Connie Haines, Bunin Pup- 
pes, Stroud Twins, Will Mastin 
Trio; “The Gangster” (AA). 

Routine stage layout given some 
marquee draw by personal appear- 
ance of Barry Sullivan, star of the 
film on the same bill. It works out 
ail right as entertainment, but isn’t 
doing biz. 

Sullivan, assisted by Jacqueline 
Dalya, does a sketch satirizing radio 
private eyes. It’s good special mate- 
riz] and handled nicely to get good 
returns. 

Will Mastin trio, featuring hoofing 
of Sammy Davis, Jr., opens the bill 
with a lively terps session. Connie 
Haines, backed up by the Larry 
Flint house band, warbles “Stanley 
Steamer,” “Civilization,” “But What 
, Are These” and “Someone to Watch 
| Over Me,” doing them with a nice 
| warm siyle and getting plenty audi- 
(ence favor. Bunin puppets, novel 
'act, likewise clicks. 
| Stroud Twins are in the finale spot 
) and manage to finish up an other- 
| wise good if not exactly sock show 
| on the upbeat with their standard 

comedy routines. Biz way off. 





Billy De Wolfe, F. foe 
e, Frankie Laine 
McKinley Orch (17), Clark stay 
(2); “Golklen Earrings” (Par), re- 
viewed in Variety, Aug. 27, '47, 





The Paramount has fortified its 
stageshow with a ef powerful 
lures in Billy De Wolfe and Frankie 
Laine plus the interesting musica] 
fare red by the Ray McKinley 
band, and the speedy terps of the 
Clark Bros, (2). 

It’s a tossup as to who’s pulling 
more biz—De Wolfe or Laine. The 
screen comic the more frenzied 
reception at the matinees while De 
Wolfe wins greuter palms during the 
evening shows. It's kind of 
booking that'll help keep the house 
in the blue chips. 

De Wolfe, of course, is an old hand 
in the presentation houses. Prior to 
clicking with Paramount Picts, comic 
made the’ stage grade with an act as 
polished as any on the beards. He’s 
doing essentially the same things as 
he did then, but with the added as- 
surance gained through the years. 
An amiable line of chatter coupled 
with his chorusgirl impressions and 
his drunk takeoff are certain ap- 
plause-winners. 

The latest in the swoon parade is 
Laine, who’s “arrival” via his Mer- 
cury recordings has caused a con- 
siderable flurry. He's more fully 
detailed under New Acts. 

The McKinley outfit is one of the 
better stage outfits, having an assort- 
ment of tunes that provide pleasur- 
able listening. With an instrumenta- 
tion of five reeds, seven brass and 
four rhythm, the band executes im- 
aginative arrangements to win re- 
spect of the house. Playing of “Star- 
dust” gives a refreshing slant, on this 
Hoagy Carmichael] classic, which for 
sometime has been in danger of be- 
coming trite by thoughtless and pe- 
destrian arrangements. McKinley 
can even handle a tune himself, to 
the extent of being able to foHow 


(Continued on page 69) 


CLASS BISTRO TALENT 
CLICKS AT TOWN HALL 


By JOE COHEN 
Until the Herbert Blumenthal As- 
sociates got the idea of bringing east 
side talent over to the no-longer 
staid Town Hall, New York’s one- 
night concert business was a closed 
corporation for the talent roster of 
Nick’s, Leew’'s State, and the Second 
Avenue theatre. It’s been this par- 
lay that has made the Saturday 
“Concerts at Midnight” one of the 





;}more profitable institutions in town, 


£iving the stayouts a legitimate ex- 
cuse to spend $3 top on the better 
talent from cafes and yauders. 


Now the east side is in on the act. 
Blumenthal opened his “Chansons at 
Midnight” at Town Hall Friday (5) 
for a chi-chi clientele, with a bill 
consisting of Anne Francine, who's 
been a long-termer at the Coq 
Rouge, Leonard Elliott and Irma 
Jurist, regulars at Le Ruban Bleu, 
and the Jules Lande trio, for many 
years at the St. Regis hotel. 


The opening of this series merely 
indicates the possibilities inherent 
in swank entertainment. The hall 
was far from sellout, weather and 
the Louis-Walcott fiight providing 
stiff competition, but should this idea 
catch on Herbert Jacoby, the Blue 
Angel’s boniface, and Theodore 
Mele, of Le Ruban Bleu, would have 
sufficient cause to worry, at least on 
Fridays. These midnight concerts 
come at a time when ine cafes are at 
their height of activity, and they 
draw the same type mob. Whether 
this type patron will venture to the 
less fashionable west side, except for 
legit entertainment, still remains to 
be seen, but there’s some cause for 
concern, especially if some of the 
more solid draws get a concert 
hankering. 


At any rate, this layout is the first 
of the midnight series to draw white 
ties, which, in its own way, is quiie 
an accomplishment. 

Despite the comparative paucity of 
attendees, Miss Francine and the 
Elliott-Jurist combine put on a com- 
mendable show. The statuesque and 
husky voice Miss Francine with an 
assortment of French and English 
ballads, clicked with the fashionable 
east siders in the audience. West- 
siders wouldn't go that far, but 
they're entertained. Her demeanor 
and fare are essentially for niteries, 
but as is the case with talented 
chirps, ability is evident anywhere. 

Elliott and with Miss Jurist at the 

piano and chiming in with vocals, 
are as amusing here as in cafes. 
Their double-talk takeoffs on old 
music forms; broad burlesques of 
'eld English ballads, Latin oratorios, 
and French classics, all got bravos. 
i The Jules Lande Trio offer the 
| entr'acte music, the maestro doing 
ja bit of fancy fiddling to get more 
than a passable salvo. His backin: 
'of Miss Francine is extremely ¢' 
| fective. 
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League, Pressagents Accept New 


The controversy over the first-¢* 


t press list was apparently 
Jed to the satisfaction of both 
Broadway legit managers and press 
agents at a meeting of representa- 
tives of the two groups last Thurs- 
day (4). It was agreed to shelve 
the recent drastically reduced free 
jist and give individual managers 
and agents more leeway. That will 
allow opening-night press seats for 
some columnists, but others are rele- 
gated to second-night, as are radio 
commentators, only two of whom 
were rated as possible reviewers. 
Managers had been asked to sign 
pledges to conform to the curtailed 
schedule and a number did, but the 
League of N. Y. Theat.es, where the 
plan to slash the first-night list was 
steam-rollered, has withdrawn the 
pledges. Instead, managers will be 
asked to sign a modified “agree- 
ment” to use the revised opening 
night press schedule. 
It’s understood that 
ducers objected strongly to one 
clause in the original pledge which 
werld bave perm ‘te? the insev.~n 


| 
of a restrictive provision in booking | 


contracts. They insisted that they 
have the right to invite any individ- 
uels they think figure in first-night 
coverage. 

Showmen who gave _ further 
thought to the pledge said that an- 
other of its stipulations was objec- 
tionable. Any League member who 
signed it might be open to legal 
penalty. The pledge might also give 
the League a degree of power never 
intended. The possibility of legal 
action by the League against mem- 
bers or by the latter against the or- 
ganization’s officers was also men- 
tioned. 

It was pointed out that any mana- 
ger-member has the right to with- 
draw from the League, though with 
the revised first-night list generally 
aceeptable, no such ructions are ex- 
pected. It’s understood that the 
press list will be submitted to the 
League membership for final ac- 
eceptance and further changes may 
be made. The discarded schedule 
was adopted by the League’s board 
on its own. 

It wes conceded by the managers 
that the first plan was too hastily 
acted upon, without calling for ad- 
vice from their own publicity men. 
The latter admittedly have an ac- 
curate gauge on the proper press for 
premieres, The result of the agree- 
ment at last week’s meeting was 
that the first-night press list was 
increased to 48 pairs, instead of 34 
pairs, as in the discarded schedule. 
Total number of first-night tickets 
therefore will be 96, a material drop 
from some previous lists of 160 or 
more tickets, however. 

Five pairs added at last Thurs- 
day’s confab are to be distributed 
at the discretion of each manager or 
pressagent. Instead of a half-dozen 
pairs each to certain dailies, which 
had been reduced to two pairs in the 
original list, the schedule finally 
“freed on calls for four pairs cach 
to the N. Y. Times and Herald 
Tribune, three to the Daily News, 
two each to the Journal - American. 
Mirror, Sun, World - Telegram. Post 
and PM and one pair each to the 
Morning Telegraph. Brooklyn Eagle, 
Wall Street Journal, Journal of Com- 
merce, Women’s Weer, Newark 
News, Newark Star Ledger, Life, 
Newsweek, New Yorker, Cue, Asso- 
cted Pree. Time Ur'*-? Pres, 
North American Newspaper Alli- 
ance, VarieTy and several others. 

After listening to the press agents, 
the managers secmed to accept the 
idea that the newspaper element at 
firct-rivbts is Yeast i mi | 
reception of new shows. 
Portion was stated to be mostly those 
Tegarded as “professional first- 
nighters.” 


Pasadena Pacts ‘Dream’ 


Hollywood, Dec. 9. 
Melvin Gallemore’s “The End Is a 
Dream,” which was premiered re- 
centiy by the Tryout Theatre, Seat- 
tle, will be produced curing the win- 
ter at the Pasadena Playhouse 
The blind playwright’s “Endure 


i. . 
“’ S 





the Night” was presented by the | 


Tryout group in 1943 and revived in 
1946 


SOL JACOBSON INHERITS 108G 


Harrisburg, Fa., Dec. 9. 

Sol Jacobson, Broadway 

Publicist. is the beneficiary of a 

$108,085 trust fund provided in the 

will of his father, the late Morris 
E. Jacobson. 

‘The elder Jacobson was a clothing 
Store owner. 





_ First-Night List; Now 48 Free Pairs 





some pro- | 


The “cold” | 


legit | 


‘Stock in Winter Stock 
Rises Sharply This Year 


Several stock companies are cur- 
rently operating and by next month 
}eight are slated to be playing. more 
than usual at this period of the sea- 
son for years. Three are in the 
metropolitan area—one at Milburn, 
N. J., (Frank Carrington): another in 
Greenwich Village called New 
Stages (Rose and Heilweil), while 
the third stock being readied will 
be for the City Center theatre (The- 
atre. Inc., Richard Aldrich). 
| Albany, N. Y. (Malcolm Atter- 
bury) has been presenting stock fo! 


some weeks and there is another at |! 


Reading, Pa. (John Kenely). Two 
stocks are scheduled for Florida, one 
being definite at St. Augustine 
(Patricia Dutton). 


‘Experimental Theatre 
Switches lis Policy To 
Schedule Shows at Night 


Experimental Theatre started its 
second seasOn’s series of new plays 
at the Maxine Elliott, N. Y., Sunday 
(7) evening as scheduled. “Galileo.” 
which was first presented in one of 
Hollywood's little theatres with 
Charles Laughton last summer, was 
the attraction. Star’s presence in the 
drama attracted most of the first- 
string critics and while most notices 
were favorable and some enthusias- 
tic, the general opinion was that if 
commercially produced, it’s chances 
to make the grade were doubtful. 
Laughton had the support of some 
well-known players, there being an 
exceptionally large cast. 

Again ET advertised for sub- 
scribers in Monday’s (8) papers, the 
organization being forced to change 
its performance schedule because too 
few patrons went for announced 
matinees. Instead of off-matinee 
afternoons, “Galileo” performances 
were switched to Monday, Wednes- 
day and Friday (8, 10, 12) 
with the drama _ concluding 
Sunday (14). 


next 


When ET started it was definitely | 
performances | 
(except Sun- 


deeided that night 
were not to be given 
days) so there would be no objection 
from managers. Decision to change 
the schedule to three weekday eve- 
nings was explained to be a matter 
of economic necessity, for unless 
more subscriptions are secured ET 
will go deep in the red, as it did last 
season to the extent of 
| Brcadway managers voiced no ob- 
jection, saying that audiences for the 
ET plays were mostly all profes- 
,sional and therefore could hardly 
| take any money away from the box- 
| offices. 

| New York dailies with one excep- 
tition bought subscriptions, the Mir- 


ror passing up ET. Unlike last sea- | 


son ET is starting with name leads, 
the second play, “Skipper Next to 
God,” to have John Garfield. That 
drama is due Jan. 4, also at the El- 
liott. It was authored by Jan de 
Hartog, whose “This Time Tomor- 
/row” (“Death of a Rat”), produced 
by the Theatre Guild, was recenily 
seen on Broadway for a brief en- 
| gagement. 


HENRY MORGAN PENS 
B’WAY MUSICAL ‘FOLLY’ 


Hollywood, Dec. 9. 

Henry Morgan, currently winding 
up his first film starrer, “So This is 
New York,” for Screen Plays, is 
writing a stage musical, “Morgan's 
Folly,” for production on Broadway 
nest spring. 

Comedian’s only previous stage 
work was as an actor on the straw- 
hat circuit last summer in “The Man 
Who Came to Dinner.” 








Estelle Winwood’s Accident 


Buffalo, Dec. 9. 

| Estelle Winwood, en route by auto 
‘from Boston to Buffalo for an en- 
lgagement of “Lady Windermere’s 
Fan,” was painfully injured when 
the car skidded on an icy road Sun- 
day (7) near Little Falls. 

| Arriving here at midnight. Miss 
Winwood required a docior’s at- 
tendance. She appeared at the open- 
ing performance Monday (8) night 
obviously suffering from the shaking 
up. Scalp wound of chauffeur ne- 
jicessitated six stitches. 


$16,000. | 





Annie Get Your Paste! 
Chicago, Dec. 9. 

The typesetters strike has 
created a new expression in 


newspaper lingo in Chicago, 
where the dailies are being 


issued these days by a photo- 
engraving process. 

When John Montague, press 
agent of “Annie Get Your Gun.” 
phoned a paper recently and 
asked an editor to put something 
in the next day, the reply was, 
| “Sorry, pal, we're all pasted up.” 











Call Off ‘Break’ 
At $36.000 Less: 
| 126 to Niesen 


“Break It Up,” musical scheduled 
for opening in January, was aban- 
doned last week by James W. Gar- 
diner following indications of a mix- 
| up over financing. Gardiner was co- 
| producer, with Richard Kollimar, of 
| the musical “Are You With It” two 
seasons ago. 

Gertrude Niesen had a two-year 
contract for the new show, calling 
for $3,000 weckly against 10% of 
the gross. When the production was 
called off, it’s understood she was 
paid $12,000, representing a guaran- 
teed four weeks. The 
deposit with Actors Equity. 

Subsequently, Equity ruled that 
hereafter, producers may not make 
piecemeal salary guarantees, but will 
be required to post an amount cover- 


ing the entire cast. If, because of 
additional casting, sufficient funds ! 


are not on deposit, the extra money 
is payable at the start of rehearsals. 

Gardiner, from a Texas oil family. 
is reputed to have an income of 
$90.000 annually. Postponed show 
had a book satirizing the antique 
business in New Orleans, in which 
Gardiner is said to 
gaged before he came to Broadway. 
It’s .estimaied that he spent over 
$36,000 in preliminary production 


costs for “Break It,” including the 
money paid Miss Niesen. Show was 


budgeted for $150,000. 





nights | 


N.Y. SHOW BIZ FAIR SET 
FOR ACTORS, PIX FUNDS 


A huge fair. with top show busi- 
ness names making personal appear- 
ances, will be held at the 71st Regi- 
ment Armory, N. Y., next November 
to raise $1,000.000 for the_ Actors’ 
Fund of America and the Motion 


Picture Relief Fund. The affair will | 


run 10 days. 

James Sauter, 
Features and wartime executive di- 
rector of the United Theatrical War 
Activities Committee, will be gen- 
eral manager of the project. Com- 
mittee will include John Golden, 
chairman; Arthur Hopkins, co-chair- 
man, and Jean Hersholt, Frank Mor- 
gan, Emil Friedlander, Marcus Hei- 
man, Harry G. Sommers and Jacob 
I. Goodstein. 


Paul Green Asked Te 
| Do Pageant on D. C. 


Raleigh, Dec. 9. 


Washington, the nation’s capital, 
is to celebrate its 150th birthday in 
1950, and Paul Green, Chapel Hill 
playwright and author, has been 
-asked to write a pageant for the 
Sesquicentennial. 
ing sponsored by the Historical So- 
ciety of the District of Columbia 
and a committee of three United 
States Senators, three members of 
the House of Representatives and 
three citizens of the district. 








Charles B. Cochran 


(Veteran of 126 productions in 
56 Years of Show Business) 


Stresses 


“The British Theatre 


Today” 


(despite London austerity) has it 
all over Broadway 


= * - 
an Editorial Feature of the 


42d Anniversary Number 
of 


VARIETY 


Out Soon 


money was on | 


have been en- | 


president of Air= 


The event is be-| 











League, Local 802 


On Musicians for 


Suill At Odds 








Shuberts’ Musical Rep 
Ready to Call It Quits 


Shuberts’ musical repertory, offer- 
ing “The Merry Widow” and “Rose 
| Marie,” will probably call it a season 
‘at Pittsburgh next Saturday (13) aft- 
er touring for around 10 weeks. Last 
season a similar operetta outfit was 
called back within five weeks 
“Widow” did so badly the first week 





of the outfit’s fortnight date that 
closing notice went up and unless 
the current “Marie” does better than 
indicated, it'll be curtains. 

“The Student Prince” and “Blos- 
som Time” which were consistent 
morey makers for the Shuberts sca- 
sonally for many years, are not 
touring. Understood the managers 


figures those operettas will be more 
valuable if one or two seasons of 
touring are skipped. 


| Finian’s’ Shot Thra Heart’ 
_ By Unauthorized Review’ 





| From BBC, Littler Claims 
London, Dec. 2. 
“My ‘Finian’s Rainbow’ is dead 


> 


shot through the heart by the Brit- 
ish Broadcasting Corp.,” Emile Lit- 
tler told Varirry after announcing 
that his $120,000 production is being 
seven weeks’ 


| withdrawn after a 


run, 


“We had a mixed reception from 
the press,” added Littler, “but that 
is trial by jury. Some of them liked 
it, some of them didn’t. That’s fair 


|} enough. But on the Sunday follow- 
ing the opening of the show, the 
BBC broadcast an unauthorized 


criticism, and the next day people 
were at our boxoffice asking for 
their money back on advance beok- 
ings. They said they’d heard the 
broadcast. 

“The BBC criticism was 
thorized because we hadn't 
them to see the show. Between the 
Tuesday opening night and the 
broadcast we had been doing quiie 
well.” 


LILY CAHILL STOCK CO. 
| SET FOR SAN AWTUNIO 


Following the lead of Margo Joncs’ 
stock outfit in Dallas, Lily Cahill will 
establish a similar company in San 
Antonio. It is hoped to have a sea- 
son of three months each winter but 
the initial schedule starting Jan. 5 
will be for four weeks at the Jeffer- 
,son auditorium. Reported that a 
working fund of $50,000 has been 
subseribed locally for the project 
‘which will be known as Theatre San 
Antonio. Miss Cahill is a native of 
that city. 

Peggy Wood will be the 
player in the first attraction, “Ned 
| McCobb’s Daughter,’ and the fol- 
|lowing wecks will see Ernest Truex 
and Syivia Field in “George Wash- 
ington Slept Here,” Muriel Kirkland 
in “The Barretts of Wimpole Street,” 

with Miss Cahill topping the cast 
_of “The Marquise” which finales the 
season. 








: Cenn. Strawhat Opens 
Fer Hotstove Season 


Noroton Hts., Conn., Dec. 9. 


Cobweb Playhouse here, used for 
sirawhat preductions during, ihe 
summer, has been taken over for the 
winter by a new group of mixed 
| Equity and non-Equity players, with 


,Scotiie Marshal] and Deris Cunning- | 


| ham as producers. 

| All members played in stock last 
;summer and have done USO-Camp 
| Shows or little theatre work. Group 
|is running a different show weekly, 
| with productions Wednesday through 
|Sunday. “The Shining Hour,” by 
| Keith Winter, opens tomerrow (10) 


| 
| ‘Older Sister’ for B’way 





A. B. Shiffrin’s “The Older Sister” | 


i|has been optioned by Russell Lord, 
, who has slated it for spring produc- 
ition on Broadway. Robert Perry is 
ito direct, and casting will begin as 
;s00n as a femme star is set. 

, Claire Leonard and Carl Cowl are 
| agents for the author. 


unau- | 
invited | 


name | 


+ Broadway managers and the mt- 


sicians union, Local 802, N. Y., are’ 
| still quarreling over the latter’s con- 
| tention that Lee Shubert verbaliy 
, agreed to install a four-piece house 
orchestra at the National, N. Y. At 
a recent meeting between producers 
and union officers at the League of 
N. Y. Theatres, the managers pro- 
posed to settle the dispute by arbi- 
tration. Union representatives said 
they'd think it over. If the matter 
in that mamner, it will 
be the first time the musicians have 
that method. Theatre crafts 
groups nearly always avoid arbitra- 
tion of their differences with show- 
men 


is adjusted 


used 


were sizzling words and ac- 

exchanged at the League 
and the veracity of both 
questioned. Managers’ 
committee, which settled the first 
argument over the National, de- 
clared they knew nothing about the 
alleged arrangement for using mu- 
Sicilians when the house has a 
straight or dramatic show, as at 
resent, with “Medea.” But the 
un.on spokesmen insist there was 
such a promise. 


There 
Cusaiions 
neeting, 
sides was 


The mixup apparently arose when 
the revue, “Call Me Mister,’ played 
the National and a regular sized 
orchestra was installed. When the 
heuse opened this season, the 
sument over a house. orchestra 
tarted. Union people became 
“ngry over the issue-and declared 
that Lecal 802 would make con- 
tracts with individual producers 
rather than the League when the 
present basic contract expires next 
fall. The musician reps also made 
some caustic comments abeut the 
menagers’ organization. League then 
called attention to the NLRB ruling 
that employee and employer must 
negotiate upen the request of either 
sice. Then the controversy started 
again. 


STROMBERG AUDITIONS 
‘ON THE BEAM IN ST. L. 


- St. Louis, Dee. 9. 

Songs from “On The Beam.” a 
musica] skedded for opening in New 
York next February, were auditioned 
fcr a small group here last week. 
Hunt Stromberg, Jr., arranged the 
; hearing in the American theatre, 
during the run of “Red Hill,” which 
he and Paula Stone produced. 

The tags for the new songs are 
“Greenwich Village,” “Whippoor- 
will,” “The Little Church Around the 
Corner,” “Daydreaming” and “On 
_The Beam.” The new show will 
feature Eddie Foy, Kenny Baker, 
Vera Allen, Lew Parker and Odette 
Myrtil, according to Stromberg. 


Jones Finds Legit Pace 
Tough; Chanves Sked 


Chicago, Dec. 9. 

Spike Jones canceled the Monday 
night performance of his “Musical 
Depreciation Revue” at the Stude- 
baker here last week after huddles 
between MCA toppers and J. J. 
Shubert and Sam Gerson. Shubert 
rep. Jones pleaded that e*zht shows 
on top of his radio program and 
disk dates, were to many. 

Shubert arfued thet MCA made 
the contract end should live up to 
it. Jones said that even if the per- 
formances were continued, he would 
not show up, so Shubert agreed to 
revise the contract. 

Jones has cut three albums and 24 
sides for Victor while here. 


ar- 











MecCahen to Bow en B’ way 
As Preducer of ‘Quill’ 


Ho'lywood, Dec. 9. 

Robert McCahon has bought the 
legiter, “Really, Mr. Quill,” comedy 
drama of English manners in 1890, 
by Fritz Rotter and Elisa Rohn, 
for early February production 
in New York. Rotter co-au- 
thored “Letters to Lucerne.” which 
was produced December, 1941. He 
is also lyricist of such tunes as “Two 
Hearts in Three-Quarter Time” and 
“Kiss Your Hand, Madame.” 

McCahon, who produced “Skin of 
Our Teeth” and “Dark of the Moon,” 
under aegis of Pelican Productions 
here, is making his bow as a Broad- 
way producer with “Quill.” His as- 
| sociate, Fritz Baumgarten, is now in 
N. Y. arranging financing and pro- 
jduction details. 
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Furore Brewing in 


Ballet World; 


Claim Tab Units Mislead Public 





Tempest in a ballet slipper is stir-¢ 


ring as a result of reports that smaii 
dance units aren’t doing business on 
the road. Two groups are already 
out, the Markova-Dolin Co. of 10 
dancers, plus a small orchestra, and 
Mia Slavenska’s Ballet Variant, with 
six dancers and two pianos. Due to 
go out after Jan. 1 are the Nana 
Goliner-Ivan Petroff Ballet Intime 
unit of four dancers and a pianist, 
and Marina Svetlova & Co., consist- 
ing of three dancers and a pianist. 

Complaints are varied, with gripes 
heard from all sides. Loudest 
squawk heard is from the public, 
which sees these small units billed 
as ballet companies, and assumes 
each troupe will number 40 or 50 
dancefs, instead of 10 or so. Com- 
plaints are also being heard against 
New York managers of the major 
troupes, which advertise a company 
of 125 (including orchestra, stage- 
hands, office staff, etc.), when only 
36 dancers appear on stage. Local 
managers are held to blame for ad- 
vertising the small units as full bal- 
let groups, to which the big com-' 
panies as well as the customers are 
taking exception. 

Thought is that the small units 
should be advertised and sold dif- 
ferently from the large ballet com- 
panies, similar to the way concert 
managements are selling sinfoniettas 


this year as against symphony or- 


chestras. Both Columbia Concerts 
and National Concert & Artists Corp. 
are sending out instrumental en- 
sembles of 20 to 30 players this sea- | 
son to towns that can’t afford visits 
from full symph orchestras of 90 or | 
100 men, but in no case is one of 
these groups billed as a symphony 
group. 

One ballet faction claims small 
units are good for ballet, in bring- 
ing the art to towns that can’t af- 
ford to book the large troupes, in 


‘ that some ballet is better than none. | 


Another faction claims it’s better 
to have no ballet at all than to have 
small units misrepresented as real 
ballet. Thought here is that ballet, 
by mature, can’t be done adequately 
by small groups, and that attempts 
to reduce it to tabloid size is harin- 
ful to the art as a whole. 


LYNCH, ‘BALLY VICTIM’ 
_ SET FOR 35 CONCERTS 


Despite the adverse effect of his 
exaggerated preliminary buildup last 
season, Christopher Lynch has been 
booked as a major concert artist for 
this season, his second in the U. S. 
Columbia Concerts has lined up 35 
recitals for the young Irish tenor on 
top concert series throughout the 
country, through May 2 next. Singer 
also has 20 dates on the “Voice of 
Firestone” radio series on NBC. 

Lynch, a protege of the late John 
McCormack, was signed sight un- 
seen for the Firestone broadcasts 
last year, on the basis of reports 
from Ireland and on the strength of 
McCormack’s reported statement 
that “Lynch is the one most likely to 
succeed me.” He mainly sang bal- 
lads on the Firestone program and 
thereby raised critical doubts as to 
his all-around recital equipment and 
ability. Also, there was a let-down 
from his pre-visit buildup. Colum- 
bia claims it’s overcome the ballyhoo 
kick-back and that recent critical 
and boxoffice reception has been 
okay. 

Lynch's first album of American- 
made records will be released short- 
ly. Columbia Album, titled “The 
Minstrel Boy,” consists of nine songs. 








Toumanova-Eglevsky To 
Guest With S.F. Ballet 


Hollywood, Dec. 9. 


Tamara Toumanova, film actress- 
ballerina who danced last summer 
at the Paris Opera, will be guest 
star with the San Francisco Civic 
Ballet for its six performatices in 
February with the San Francisco 
Symphony Orchestra for the Art 
Commission festival. George Eglev- 
sky, now in Europe with the Grand 
Ballet de Monte Carlo, will return 
in time to co-guest star witth Mlle. 
Toumanova. 

San Francisco ballet troupe, 
formed a year ago, plans a tour of 
California and the northwest next 
year. There is also possibility of the 
40-member company being booked 
by Sol Hurok for a national tour 
next season, 


Italian Opera Records 
Will Be Pressed in U.S. 


Cetra Records releases of popular 
Italian opera singers will now be 
available in the U. S. at competitive 
prices, due to arrangements made to 
press these records in this country. 
Disks have been imported from 
Italy the past year and a half by 
the Raxor Corp., of which Dario 
Soria, former CBC producer now 
with D’Arcy agency, is prez. Com- 
pany introduced the first records of 
Ferrucio Tagliavini, recent Met find, 
to America. U. S.-pressed disks, 
farmed out to various firms, will be 
released under label of Cetra-Soria. 

Special albums will be pressed in 
vinylite, others in shellac. First al- 
bum to be issued under the Cetra- 
Soria label is “Napoli Canta” 
(“Naples Sings”), album of six 
Neapolitan songs by Francesco Al- 
banese, Italian tenor. Raxor will 
continue to import Italian record- 
ings. 

Soria, by arrangement with Cetra 
Records, has also pacted with RCA 
Victor to record Tagliavini in the 
U. S. 


= 


See Longhair Record 
Sales Hypo in School, 
Library, Bookstores 


Sale of longhair recordings in 
1948 is expected to be hypoed as a 
result of pioneer promotional work 
in three new fields—schools, libraries 
and college bookstores. (Petrillo re- 
cording ban isn’t expected to have 
any adverse effect here, due to huge 
backlog of masters with the record 
companies). 

Pacting by Jack Kapp, Decca Rec- 
ords prez, and R. D. Marriner, Amer- 
ican Book Co. prez, of program 
to distribute educational records 
throughout schools and colleges is 
expected to implement the sale of 
concert albums. Recent surveys in- 
dicate that college book stores are 
important record sellers, in some 
cases being the only record outlet in 
a community. 

Libraries, increasing numbers of 
which have audio-visual depart- 
ments, are having more and more 
promotional effect. Either through 
affording opportunity for classical 
music to be heard in the library, or 
through albums lent out, they’re 
hypoing record sales. Distribs are 
finding that the rentals don’t hurt 
sales, but are of distinct help. 

For those reasons the move of the 
American Book Co., one of the 
country’s largest publishers of text 
books, is being watched with great 
interest, may be duplicated by 
others. 


Iturbi, Now in Holland, 
Starts U.S. Tour Jan. 6 


London, Dec. 2. 

Jose Iturbi has completed a series 
of 24 concerts in the British Isles, 
and has gone to Holland for 11 ap- 
pearances during the first half of 
December, If conditions have im- 
proved in France by then, he'll go 
to Paris to conduct the Lamoureux 
Orchestra. Concerts have been sell- 
outs in Britain, including three dates 
in Aibert Hall, London. 

Pianist is due back Jan. 1 in New 
York for 10 concerts in the east, 
starting in Washington Jan. 6. Sub- 
sequent dates are in Baltimore, 
Newark, White Plains, N. Y., Phila- 
delphia, New Haven, Providence, 
Boston, Springfield and Worcester, 
Mass., and Hartford, ending Jan. 18. 
He then heads midwest for further 
concertizing, and returns to Holly- 
wood at the end of February to 
start work on the Metro film, “His 
Only Son.” 

European jaunt winds up Iturbi’s 
biggest concert trek since he went 
into films. Finishing work on “Three 
Darling Daughters” (formerly titled 
“Birds and the Bees”) in June, he 
has appeared in Europe, Mexico and 
South America, covering 100,000 
miles in seven months, by air. 


To Stage Coast ‘Roots’ 


Los Angeles, Dec. 9. 
Ray Spencer, legit producer, has 
signed John Berry to direct “Deep 
Are the Roots,” to open Jan. 15 at 
the Belasco, 
Berry is now winding up a film 














directing job on “Casbah,” at Uni- 
versal-International. 


Pk a 


Grace Panvini, From U:S., 
To Sing Opera in Rome 


Rome, Dec. 9. 
Grace Panvini, young American 
coloratura who arrived in Italy re- 
cently for a series of concerts, has 
been signed to sing the lead roles 
of Rosina in “The Barber of Seville” 
and Gilda in “Rigoletto,” with the 
Teatro Lyrico. 7 
Singer opened her concert series 
with a recital at Enna, Sicily, her 
father’s birthplace, and has appear- 
ances skedded in Milan, Genoa and 
other Italian cities. 


West Indies New 
Longhair Field 


Kingston, Jamaica, Dec. 9. 

Caribbean concert circuit built up 
in the past three years by Stephen 
Hill, local Negro manager, has 
opened up a new booking field for 
the major New York managements. 
Both Columbia Concerts and Na- 
tional Concert & Artists Corp. have 
been supplying artists for summer 
engagements, adding a substantial 
profit for everyone concerned. 

The new circuit includes 10 cities, 
the chief being Kingston, Trinidad, 
San Juan and Santa Domingo. Al- 
though there is a local concert man- 
agement in Havana, Hill includes the 
Cuban capital in his bookings. 
Lawrence Winters, Negro baritone 
formerly in the Broadway musical, 
“Call Me Mister,” has just completed 
a fall tour under Hill’s .direction. 
Dorothy Maynor, Bartlett & Robert- 
son and Ginette Neveu also gave 
several concerts. 

Already signed for next summer 
on the circuit are Luboshutz and 
Nemenoff, duo-pianists, and Miklos 
Gafni, Hungarian tenor, while nego- 
tiations are on for Hazel Scott to 
tour the loop. 


JORJA CORTRIGHT TO 
BE IN ‘MASTER’S CHAIR’ 


Hollywood, Dec. 9. 
Nero Films granted Jorja Cort- 
right a leave of absence to play one 
ef the leads in “The Master’s Chair,” 
a Lawrence Stanhope legit produc- 
tion, opening Dec. 24 in Santa Bar- 
bara. Other key roles will be played 
by Ona Muinson and Richard Ney. 
Play is booked for Portland, Se- 
attle and San Francisco before head- 
ing for Broadway. 


Blitzstein’s Russ Tuner 
Waits Propitious Time 

Mare Blitzstein, whose “Cradle 
Will Rock” is having renewed popu- 
larity on Broadway, has authored a 
new musical, which must be held in 
abeyance indefinitely. The work, as 
yet untitled, was written in the sum- 
mer of 1945. The book, scripted in 
collaboration with William Fried- 
berg, a legit press agent, concerns 
two GIs in Russia, one of whom 
falls in love with a Russian girl. 
Book is amiable and folksy in na- 
ture, rather than satirical or bitter, 
Blitzstein’s stated intention having 
been to promote amity between U. S. 
and the Soviet. 

Music includes folk songs and 
parodies, such as a take-off of Chek- 
hov’s “The Cherry Orchard,” titled 
“Now We'll Never Get to Moscow”; 
a Mother Goose fable with Russ 
words interpolated, called ““Mamasha 
Goose,” ete. Muriel Smith wil] in- 
clude two songs in manuscript from 
the musical, “Orpheus” and “Mama- 
sha Goose,” in her recital Friday 
(12) at Town Hall, N. Y. Blitzstein 
played several numbers from his 
work in Carnegie Hall a year ago 
at a benefit show. 

Musical was to have been staged 
by the New Opera Co., but project 
was dropped when U. S.-Soviet rela- 
tions grew strained. The authors 
hope it may be produced some time 
in the future, under more propitious 
conditions. 


Pons, Kosty for VA 


Washington, Dec. 9. 

Lily Pons, Andre Kostelanetz, the 
Griller String Quartet, Ellabelle 
Davis and Claudia Pinza have 
signed to play the Veterans Admin- 
istration hospital concert series, 
bringing the total of recital volun- 
teers to 100. Jean Tennyson, na- 
tional chairman of the newly- 
formed Artists’ Hospital Programs, 
is skedding the dates. 

Other stars inked to appear in 
VA hosps include Jan Peerce, 

















Robert Weede, Jose Iturbi, Stella 
Roman and Josephine Antoine. 


' ” 1 Ny ff i ry | 

Irene M. Selznick, who has clicked as a manager with her first Broad 
way presentation, “A Streetcar Named Desire,” which opened at the 
Barrymore last week, is no newcomer to the theatre. She became inter- 
ested in show business as a youngster in Haverhill, Mass. Her father, Louis 
B. Mayer, operated a theatre there which played touring shows, That was 
long before he entered the picture field. Mrs. Selznick often accompanied 
him to New York to seek bookings and frequently went to the office of 
Cohan & Harris. They requested Jack M. Welch, then booking C. & H 
shows, to include their house in the, firm’s routes. Mrs. Selznick was also 
active in Coast film production, but always had a yen to become a legit 
producer, 

Not a little of the “Streetcar” production is invisible from out front 
consisting of electrical and musical effects backstage. There are five large 
electrical switchboards and seven auxilaries, requiring five electricians 
under contract to the show. The production personnel also includes five 
stage managers (only three get program credit) to give cues for light 
and music changes. Four musicians, each a specialist, are in a back- 
stage room, the musical effects being piped out through a control board 
This is operated under the supervision of Lehman Engel, but the tone 
volume is subject to the directional instructions of Elia Kazan. In addi- 
tion there is a fifth musician who operates Monochord providing wierd 
sound effects. Those playing the “atmospheric music” are Eddie Bare- 
field, John Mehegan, Dick Vance, Denny Strong and Max Marlin. 

William Liebling and Audrey Wood, agents representing the author 
(Thomas) Tennessee Williams, have a financial interest in the show. It’s 
understood that through them Mrs. Selznick had first chance at the script. 
Max Siegel, company manager, was formerly in the office of the late 
Sam H. Harris. So was his kin, Irving Schneider, the general manager. 
Both were formerly on Max Gordon’s staff. 

Columnist Louis Sobol last week answered, in part, the hue-and-cry 
about “stuffy” firstnighters by accenting the enthusiasm for Irene Selz- 
nick’s “Streetcar Named Desire.” The preem was packed with so-called 
“sophisticated” or overly “professional” theatregoers—the type which some 
members of the League of New York Theatres think help “ruin” an open- 
ing—but their enthusiasm was undeniable, stressed the Hearst columnist, 





A feud between two Broadway critics was revealed last week when 
John Chapman, of the N. Y. News, referred in print to Ward Morehouse, 
the Sun’s reviewer. Chapman wrote of Garson Kanin and Ruth Gordon 
(Mrs. K.), who are “secure enough in the world of drama not to have to 
worry about journalists, nor pay their opinions any mind.” He continued, 
“yet apparently they do. On their new Connecticut property there is a 
trickle of a stream and they have named it Atkinson's (Times) Brook.... 
Within the main house there is an essential department which is called 
Chapman’s....they must be contemplating additions....I hope they will 
include a small room with padded walls and ceiling, to be called More- 
house’s Ward.” Latter was in retaliation to the Sun critic’s uncomplimen- 
tary estimation of Chapman’s ability, in a recent magazine article about 
his fellow critics. 





With the season nearly half over, the Nixon, Pittsburgh, has still to play 
an American Theatre Society-Theatre Guild booking. It looks as if the 
subscription group will have a tough time filling its commitment of five 
shows. Two of the promised productions, “Another Part of the Forest” and 
“All My Sons,” have ‘already folded prematurely on the road. The single 
certainty at moment is “Carousel,” which is slated for couple of weeks in 
March. 

“Forest” has already been picked up for local production in Pitt by the 
Pittsburgh Playhouse, and the community theatre may likewise grab off 
“Sons,” now that it’s been blacked out at the Nixon. Usually by mid- 
winter-end the ATS-Theatre Guild has played more than half of its sub- 
scription list. 





Although “Power Without Glory” was not slated for Broadway until 
spring, an English cast is now rehearsing it in London, where it played 
last season, and will come to the U. S. to open the show Dec. 29 in 
Boston. The Michael Clayton Hutton melodrama will be presented 
here by John C. Wilson and the Shuberts. The former returned last week 
from England, having found it necessary to cast the play there, despite 
the presence of many British actors in the U. S. Understood that after 
“Glory” closed in London last spring most of the original cast was engaged 
by Noel Coward for his “Peace in Our Time.” “Glory” is being directed 
by Chloe Gibson, and is due on Broadway in January. 





The 15th anniversary of the State Relief Fund will occur Sunday (14). 
The agency was organized in 1932 when the depression was on, as an 
emergency organization, but has continued to function. It is almost 
entirely supported by benefit performances of Broadway shows. Since 
the organization’s inception 238 such benefits have been given, grossing 
a total of $509,000. This year to date 10 benefits have been played. Shows 
volunteer to play benefits for Stage Relief Fund, whereas all are obligated 
to play benefits for the Actors Fund. 





At the Dutch Treat Club’s luncheon last week, Ray VirDen, of the 
Lennen & Mitchell ad agency, introduced Lee Shubert, who was a guest. 
Ad exec then related that Shubert was once approached-by an acquaint- 
ance who sought a loan. When the producer turned him down, the fellow 
remarked, “You can’t take it with you.” Whereupon Shubert is said to 
have.retorted, “Well, I won’t go then.” 

Fellow-managers who have attended League of N. Y. theatres meetings 
with him say Shubert has a sense of humor—but only at some sessions. 





Claim for $2,800 against the N. Y. Central has been filed on behalf of 
“Anna Lucasta” management and the Hartman theatre, Columbus, O. It’s 
claimed that the railroad was responsible for the show’s failure to play the 
house Thanksgiving night (27). Baggagecar’ containing the drama’s physical 
production was not unhooked from the train at Columbus, but was carried 
Beg forcing the show to cancel the first performance at the 

artman, 





Cast of the touring “Song of Norway,” currently at the Shubert, Boston, 
has formed its own “Food for Europe” unit and is sending three gift par- 
cels abroad each week, through the CARE organization. Members of the 
troupe contribute individual amounts weekly, with Gilbert Russell han- 
a —e and forwarding the funds regularly to the CARE office in 

ew York. : 





Richard Herndon, who formerly operated the Belmont, N. Y. (now a 
film house), but who left the Broadway managerial field years ago, may 
return to show business, according to reports from Philadelphia. He is 
interested in “Tomorrow I Begin,” by Louis Sack, to be tried out there 
by the Academy of Modern Acting. Herndon is director of the school. 


WINTER STRAWHAT DUE 
FOR PALM SPRINGS 


Palm Spftngs, Dec. 9. 
Winter strawhat project moved 
ahead when Michael Browne, char- 
ter member of Actors Lab, took an 





Di Barrymore in ‘Joan,’ 


Joe E. Brown for Texas 


Dallas, Dec. 9. 
The Joe E. Brown company of 
“Harvey” will play the Melba thea- 
tre here, April 5-9, according to 
Charles J. Freeman, booker of stage 
shows for Interstate Theatres Cir- 
cuit. 





A roadshow company of “Joan of 
Lorraine,” starring Diana Barry- 
more, is also announced for Jan. 18- 
20 at the Melba. Both shows will 





tour other key Interstate towns. 





option on a site for a 700-seat theatre 
here. 
Browne will organize a winter 


stock company similar to the sum- 
mer troupes at seaside resorts. 
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Chi Defying Weather, Pre-Xmas; 
‘Annie Wow $50,500, Lunts $24,900 





Chicago, Dec. 9. * 


> 


nza boxoffice continued here 

—" puters in spite of sleet, snow, 

slush and pre-holidays. Still in first 
is “Annie Get Your Gun, 

ing $50,500 again in its fifth week 

at the Shubert. “O Mistress Mine, 

off Guild subscription at the Selwyn, 

to boff $24,900. “Chocolate 

Soldier,” with two weeks left to 

play_ at the Blackstone, rang up a 
goodly $21,000. ; 

“private Lives,” at the Harris, 
missed some of the suburban trade 

use of inclement weather and 
fell to $17,000, is still plenty good. 
Corn lovers continue to congregate 
at the Studebaker for Spike Jones 
“Musical Depreciation Revue,” which 
rolled up an okay $19,000. “All My 
Sons” closed a three-week engage- 
ment Dec. ‘6 at the Erlanger. Final 
week's ticket sales jumped the gross 
to $19,000. 

In ‘the offing are “Anna Lucasta,” 
opening Dec. 25 at the Civic theatre; 
“Voice of the Turtle,” due Dec 21 
at the Evlanger, to be followed Jan. 
12 by “Lady Windermere’s Fan” at 
the same house. “Firefly” is due 
Dec. 23 at the Blackstone. Ballet 
theatre opens Dec. 25 at the Civic 

House, as does Sonja Henie’s 
Ice Revue, at the Stadium. 


Estimates for Last Week 


“all My Sons,” Erlanger (3d wk.) 
(1,133; $3.60). Gross jumped up the 
final week to a fine $19,000. 

“ann'e Get Your Gun,” Shubert 
(Sth wk.) (2,106; $6). Way ahead of 
anything in years with another 
grand $50,500. 

“Checolate Soldier,” Blackstone 
(9th wk.) (1,358; $4.80). Got a bit of 
the convention trade and had tidy 
$21,000. Last two weeks. 

“Musical Depreciation Revue,” 
Studebaker (6th wk.) (1,246; $3.60). 
Pop music fans are hastening to hear 
Spike Jones, as he leaves Jan. 3. 
Matinees are off, but still cream $19,- 
000 gross. 

“Q Mistress Mine,” Selwyn (5th 
wk.) (1,000: $4.20). Off subscription 
and into the money, and although 
buffed a bit by wind and snow, drew 
terrif $24,900. 

“Private L'ves,” Harris (17th wk.) 
(1,000; $3.60). Suburbanites didn’t 
train in for the matinees and take 
slipped to $17,000, which is still okay. 





BALLET THEATRE LATIN 


| vival got a mixed reaction and went 


DATE CANCELLED OUT 


Ballet theatre, currently playing 
at the City Center, N. Y., had its 
projected engagement in Bogota, 
Columbia, cancelled due to postpone- 
ment of the Inter-American Confer- 
ence from Jan, 17 to March 30. Group 
is currently trying to beok U. S. 
engagements to fill In the gap. 

Projected trip to Bogota was a 
prestige junket arranged by the Co- 
lombia government to coincide with 
the Pan-American confab. Ballet 
theatre, although guaranteed $40,000 
for the date, finds it impossible te 
make the trip at the later date due 
to its opening at the Metropolitan 
Opera House, N. Y., April 14. 





Chevalier OK Opening, 
Ina Also Current, S. F. 


San Francisco, Dec. 9. 

Maurice Chevalier, who opened 
Thursday (4) for a 17-day run-at the 
1,776-seat Curran, packed the house 
for his first four performances, end- 
ing Saturday (6). 

Ina Claire opened last night (Mon.) 
at the Geary in the Theatre Guild's 
Fresuction ef George Kelly’s “The 

tal Weakness.” She had a good 
advance sale. 


Shows in Rehearsal 


“Power Without Glery” (London) 
—John C. Wilson and Shuberts. 

“Harvest ef Years” 
Vineyard )—Arthur J. Beckhard. 
“Strange Bedfellows”—Philip Wax- 
man. ~ 

*“Bonanza Bound”—Paul Feigay, 
Oliver Smith and Herman Levin. 

“The Men We Marry”—Edgar 
Luckenbach. 

“The Master's Chair” (Holly wood) 
~—Lawrence E. Stanhope. 

*“Look, Ma, I'm Dancing”—George 
Abbott. 

“Crime and Punishment” ( revival) 
~—Ralph Whitehead and Oliver Rae. 





*“Make Mine Manhattan”—Joseph | 


Hyman. 
“Topaze” 
Co 


“Lamp At Midnight”—New Stages. 


(revival)}—New Opera 


(Martha’s | 





} 
| 
| 





| Both 





} 





“Skipper Next te God”—Experi- | 


mental theatre. 


_ 


* Musical. 


‘SWEETHEARTS’ $21,500, 
‘TICE FOLLIES’ 906, N. H. 


New Haven, Dec. 9. 

“Sweethearts” hit town last week 
for a full eight-performance session. 
Bucking the tough competition of a 
concurrent week of the “Ice Follies,” 
at the Arena, the Bobby Clark 
musical pulled approximately $21,500 
fair enough, at the Shubert, at a 
$4.20 top. 

There was plenty of favorable 
comment on this year’s edition of 
the “Ice Follies,” and plenty of 
clicks of the Arena turnstile. Even 
the early-week performances were 
sellouts, and the nine-show week 
Grosees a terrific $90,000, at $3.60 
op. 

The Shubert is dark this week, 
with “Make Mine Manhattan” re- 
hearsing for its preem next Wednes- 
day (17). Other bookings for the 
house are tryouts of “The Men We 
Marry,” Dec. 25-27, and “Mr. 
Roberts,” Jan. 22-24, plus the Char- 
lotte Greenwood touring edition of 
“I Remember Mama,” Jan. 29-31. 





Peck-Day Fair $19,000, 
‘Mary’ Off to $12,500, L.A. 


Los Angeles, Dec. 9. 

Pre-Christmas slump hit Les 
Angeles last week, giving legit its 
second consecutive spotty frame. 
new entries, “Angel Street” 
and “Emperor Jones” felt the pinch 
of the times as well as of mixed 
notices. 


Pelican Productions finaled Sun- 


day (7) its “House of Bernarda 
Alba” after three weeks and four 
days at the tiny Coronet, with a 


total take of $14,700. Figure rep- 
resents 80% capacity for the run, 
mt bad considering the type of show 
and the current business conditions. 


Estimates for Last Week 


“Angel Street,” Biltmore (ist wk.) 
(1,636; $3.60). Gregory Peck-Laraine 
Day starrer drew mixed notices and 
expected name draw didn’t mate- 
rialize; fairly good $19,000. 

“Blackouts of 1947,” El Capitan 
(285th wk.) (1,142; $2.40). Back to 
$17,000 after the extra Thanksgiving 
matinee tilted the take. 

“Emperor Jones,” Las Palmas (ist 
wk.) (388; $2.40). O’Neill’s oldie re- 


through the five days with about 
$2,000. slightly less than 50% 
capacity. 

“Mary Had A Little,” Belasco (4th 
wk.) (1,061; $2.40). Faree slipped 
this week, but still showing a profit 
at $12,500. 

“The House of Bernarda Alba,” 
Coronet (3d wk.) (255: $3.60). Final 
eivht days registered $4,300, for the 
$14,700 total. House stays dark un- 
til Dec. 25, when Pelican offers a 
holiday revue. 


Current Road Shows 


(Period covering Dec. 8-20) 


“Angel Street” — Biltmore, L. A. 
(8-13). 

“Anna Luecasta” — American, St. 
Louis (8-20). 

“@nnie Get Your Gun”—Shubert, 
Chi. (8-20). 

“Blackouts of 1947” — El Capitan, 
Hollywood (8-20). 

“Carousel”— Par., Toledo (15-17). 

Maurice Chevatier—Curran, Frisco 
(8-20). 

“Chocolate Soldier” — Blackstone. 
Chi. (8-20). 

“Dream Girl” — Capitel, Yakima 
(8); Met., Seattle (9-13); Aud., Sacra- 
mento (20). ; 

“Fatal Weakness” — Geary, Frisco 
(8-20). 

“Harvey”—Davidson, Mil. (8-20). 

“I Remember Mama” — Locust, 
Philly (8-13); Pord’s, Balto. (15-20). 

“Lady Windermere’s Fan”—Erlan- 
ger, Buff. (8-13); Royal Alex., Tor. 
(15-20). 

“Make Mine Manhattan”—Shubert, 
New Haven (17-20). . 

“Medium,” “Telephone”— Majestic, 
Bost. (8-13); Cass, Det. (15-20). 

“Q Mistress Mine” — Selwyn, Chi. 
(8-20). 

“Oklahoma!” — Empire, Syracuse 
(8-13); Aud., Roch. (15-20). cu 

ri. 


“Private Lives” — Harris, 
Boat” — Shubert, Philly 





(8-20). 
“Show 
(8-20). 
“Song of Norway”—Shubert, Bos- 
ton (8-20). ; 
“State of the Unien”—Music Hall, 
Houston (8-9); Poche, New Orleans 
(11-13); Erlanger, Atlanta (18-20). 
“S weethearts”—Nat’l, Wash (8-20). 
“The Firefly” — Opera Hse., Bost. 
(8-13); Nixon, Pitt. (15-26). 
“The Late Christopher Bean” — 


Cox, Cincy (8-13); Aud., Louisville 


(14-15). 
“The Red Mill’”"—Orpheum, D’port 
(8); Towa, Cedar Rap. (9); Par., 


Waterloo (10): Aud., St. Paul (11-13); 


Lyceum, Mpls. (15-20). 


“Tonight at 8:30”’—Forrest, Philly 
(8-20). 
“Veice of the Turtle”—Shubert-La- 


fayette, Det. (8-20). 


‘Carousel’ Boff 36G, Det. 


Detroit, Dec. 9. 

“The Late Christopher Bean,” with 
ZaSu Pitts, upped to $13,000 in the 
week at the Shubert Lafayette, rid- 
ing $1,000 higher than the first week. 
This week, the theatre brings in 
John Van Druten’s “Voice of the 
Turtle,” with Haila Stoddard, Sheila 
Bromley and Philip Faversham. Ad- 
vance sales look promising, although 
the play had been here before. 

The Cass theatre closed ‘three 
weeks of “Carousei” with a jammed 
$36,000 week. It stays dark a week, 
then opens Monday (15) with the 
eperatic pair, “The Medium” 
“The Telephone.” 


‘Athens’ Mild 8146, 
Firefly $16,000 
In Slow Boston 


Boston, Dec. 9. 

The annual pre-Christmas theatre 
slump has arrived here, as to shows 
and attendance. Last week saw all 
houses in a sharp boxoffice drep and 
brought no new entries into the 
prospect list. Virtually nothing is in 
sight for after New Year and there 
is speculation as to the future. Up 
till now an anverage of four out of 
six of the Hub’s legit spots have 
been lighted simultaneously. 

“Gentleman from Athens,” the 
only opener last week got so-so 
notices, and drew a disappointing 
gross, considering its marquee 
strength. “Firefly,” at the Opera 
House was under expectations too, 
with others considerably off: 

Hasty Pudding show, “Here’s the 


and 





Pitch,” debuts tomorrow night 
(Wed.) for six performances at 
Harvard and the legit opener is 


“Song of Norway,” at the Shubert, 
with “Firefty” remaining at the 
Opera House for eight more per- 
formances. “Look Ma, I’m Dancing” 
is due Dec. 25 at the Shubert. 
Estimates for Last Week 

“Firefly,” Opera House (lis week) 
(3.00; $3.60). Did a mild estimated 
$16,000 but remains a second week. 

“Gentleman from Athens,” Ply- 
mouth (single week) (1,400; $3.). 
Anthony Quinn-starrer didn’t im- 
press crix too much and biz never 
built. Estimated $8.500. 

“Lady Windermere’s Fan,” Col- 
onial (4th week) (1,500; $3.60). Final 
week to an estimated $17,000. 

“The Medium” and “The Tele- 
phone,” Majestic 3d week) (1.500; 
$4.20). Dived to $10,000. Fourth and 
final week is current. 

“Tonight at 8:30,” 
week) (1,700; $4.20). 
rally for the closing week, with 
estimated $14,000 disappointing. 
“Song of Norway” is current at the 
house. 


WIDOW’ NOT SO MERRY: 
BRUTAL $10,000, PITT 


es 
Pittsburgh, Dec. 9. 

Revival of “Merry Widow” had. a 
sad stay last week at the Nixon, 
staggering through to under $10,000 
for season’s new low. Both produc- 
tion and house went into the red 
with that figure, and it doesn’t au- 
gur well for “Rose Marie,” which 
same company is presenting this 
week. 

“Widow,” playing to $2.50 top fex- 
cluding tax), started off poorly and 
never got going after the brutal 
notices. Repertory had repertedly 
been doing well previously, but any 
accumulated profit went down the 
drain here. 


Melchior Finds Biz Bad; 
jae FERS: 1 bd ? 
Voice’ 336 in 4, M’w'kee 
Milwaukee, Dec. 9. 
In the face of the biggest holiday 
buying wave local stores have ex- 
perienced, show business in Milwau- 
kee took a back seat last week. 
“Voice of the Turtle,” with Haila 


Stoddard, on fourth visit to the Da- 
vidson, did a weak $3,500 in four 


Shubert (3d 
Failed to 








days. 

"Tevet: Melchior and his troupe 
spent a week in Wisconsin—Racine, 
Oshkosh, Milwaukee, Wausau, Madi- 
son, Kenosha—and the big tener told 
reporters: “This business isn’t what 
it used to be.” On Milwaukee stop 
he did below expectations of $3,006 
at the Palace film house. Harald 
Kreutzberg, famed dancer, attracted 
only 600 patrons to the Pabst despite 
unusual advance publicity, press be- 
ing highly generous with stories and 
pictures. 


‘Harvey’ $24,500, Indpls. 


Indianupolis, Dee. 9. 

Joe E. Brown in “Harvey” took a 
capacity $24,500 in eight perform- 
ances at the Enylish -ust week at a 
| $3.60 top. Boxoffice claimed at least 
|as many turned away as got tickets. 

Ralph Slater, the hypnotist, is in 
this week, with “Late Christopher 
| Bean” plays the week of Dec. 15. 
| and “State of Union” the week of 
Dec. 30. 








ZaSu’s ‘Bean’ OK $13,000, 


‘Streetcar Wow 


Broadway grosses eased off some- 
what last week, but the sharp drop 
expected after Thanksgiving failed 
to materialize. The Christmas shop- 
ping rush is now on in earnest, how- 
ever, and the next two weeks will 
probably bring “the traditional sag in 
attendance. Business at midweek 
matinees is away off. Two new 
productions are opening this week, 
despite declining grosses, but there’s 
none listed for next week. 

“Streetcar Named Desire,” opening 
last Wednesday (3) at the Barry- 
more, lived up to out-of-town. rating, 
and was ear-marked a sure thing by 
first-nighters and critics Drama 
drew $21,500 for its first six perform- 
ances, with standees from _ second- 
night on. “Caribbean Carnival” ar- 
rived Friday (5) at the International 
to fairish notices at best. “Antony 
and Cleopatra,” at the Beck, grossed 
$27,000 for its first full week. 


Estimates for Last Week 

Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), 
CD (Comedy-Drama), R_ (Revue), 
M (Musieal), O (Operetta) 

“Allegro,” Majestic (8th week) 
(M-1,695; $6). This is the Number 
One musical production of the sea- 
son so far and not likely to be topped 
in rating or gross; over $48,500. 

“An Inspector Calls,” Booth 
week) (D-712: $4.80). Claimed to 
have been under-estimated, with 
pace around $12,000 for the last two 
weeks, 

“Angel in the Wings,” Coronet (R- 
1,032; $480). Presented by Mar- 
jorie and Sherman Ewing; written 
by Robert. Hilliard, Carl Sigman, 
Ted Luce, Hank Ladd and the Hart- 
mans; opens tomorrow (Thurs.). 

“Annie Get Your Gun,” Imperial 
(82d week) (M-1,472; $6.60). Any 
variance from capacity seems inci- 
dental with this long-running stand- 
out; gross up, close to $45,000. 

“Born Yesterday,” Lyceum (97th 
week) (C-993: $4.80). One of the 
long stayers affected last week; tak- 
ings quoted around $16,500. 

“Brigadoon,” “Ziegfeld (39th week) 
(M-1,628; $4.80). Run musical stand- 
out didn’t sell out all performances, 
but takings rated over $42,000. 

“Call Me Mister,” Plymouth (86th 
week) (R-1,075; $4.80). Eased off 


(7th 


holidays; dipped, $20,500. 
“Caribbean Carnival,” International 

(R-1,173; $4.80). Opened Friday (5); 

colored revue of varied type drew 


indicated. 

“Command Decision,” Fulton (10th 
week) (D-968; $4.80). Capacity vir- 
tually every night; dipped more than 
usual at midweek matinee; gross was 
around $20,000. 

“Finian’s Rainbew,” 46th Street 
48th week) (M-1,319; $6). Another 
long-run musical that eased slightly; 
the gross was figured at $41,500. 

.“For Leve or Money,” Miller (5th 
week) (C-940; $4.80). Seems to be 
getting stronger and was quoted over 
$16,000; one of season’s few comedies. 

“Happy Birthday,” Broadhurst 

(58th week) (C-1,160; $4.80). Vari- 
ance here ‘from previous week 
claimed to have been not material; 
around $20,000. 
“Harvey,” 48th St. (163d week) (C- 
902: $4.20). Long-run laugh show 
not affected more than some other 
leaders; rated over $16,000. 

“High Butten Shees.” Century 

(10th week) ‘ M-1,670; $4.80). Newer 
shows naturally not as much affect- 
ed as stayers and this standout con- 
tinued around capacity: $42,568. 
“Ieetime ef 1948,” Center 
week) (R-2,994: $2.40). With one less 
performance and pre-Xmas dip ac- 
eounted for, the takings eased to 
around $34,500. 
“John Loves Mary,” Music Box 
(44th week) (C-979; $4.80). Eased off 
but is still operating to profits; $13,- 
500. 


“Music in My Heart,” Adelphi 
(10th week) (O-1,434; $4.80). Parties 
have figured in elasticity of grosses; 
last week’s count estimated around 
$21.000. 

“Oklahoma!” St. James (252d 
week) (M-1,505; $4.80). Celeste Holm 
rejoined the cast last week for three 
weeks, and attendant publicity 
hypoed interest in run leader: $21,- 
500 


“Streetcar Named Desire,” Barry- 
more (‘ist week) (D-1,064; $4.80). 
Played six performances including 
paid preview and, with fine press, 
hit eapaecity from start; nearly $21,- 
500; ean get $27,000 in eight times. 

“The Druid Circle,” Morosco (7th 
week) (D-935; $4.80). Had been in 
doubt from opening and last week 
slipped to $10,000; one more week; 
“Topaze” to follow. 

“The Gentieman From Athens,” 
Mansfield (D-1,041; $4.80). Present- 
ed by Martin Gosch and Eunice Hea- 
ley; written by Emmet Lavery: 
epened last night (Tues.). 

“The MWHeiress,” Biltmore (10th 
week) (D-920; $4.80). Claimed not 
to have varied at ali last week, 
and takings approximated $22,000 





again. 
“The Veice of the Turtle,” Hudson 


mixed notices, with chances not yet | 


(28th | N 


Pre-Xmas Lull Affecting B’way; 


$71,500, Six Times, 


Cleopatra’ $27,000 Ist Full Week. 


| (191st week) (C-1,057; $3.60). Does 
| faiclv well at weekends because of 
j|house capacity; three-person play 
got around $7,000. 

“The Winslow Bey,” Empire (6th 
week) (D-1,101; $4.80). The best of 
j} the English vlays this season is do- 
| ing very well, with takings claimed 
ito tep $19,000. 
| “Young Man’s Fancy,” Cort (32d 
week) (C-1,064; $3.60). Management 
figuring on sticking through winter; 
takings around $7.000. 

REVIVALS 

“Aanteny and Cleopatra,” Beck (2d 
week) (D-1,214; $4.80). First full 
week’s gross of $27,000 indicative of 
| classic drama’s draw with Katharine 
Cornell and Godfrey Tearle. 
| “The First Mrs. Fraser,” Shubert 

(5th week) (CD-1,380; $3.60). This 
| revival disappointing, with takings 
| under the $9,000 mark. 
| “Medea,” National (7th week) 
(D-1,164; $4.89). Expected to play 
into spring or longer; eased to $27,- 
000; amazing for Greek tragedy. 
| “Man and Superman,” Alvin ¢9th 
| week) (CD-1,331; $4.80). One of sea- 
|son’s exceptional winners, with 
standees in most times and the gross 
| approaching $32,000 every week. 
“Burlesque,” Belasco (50th week) 
| (C-1,077; $4.80). Will hit the 52-week 
mark next week; protective notice 
but will play into Jan.;—has--been 
getting around $12,500 

Experimental Theatre 
Galilee,” Elliott. Bertold Brecht 
drama done on Coast last summer 
opened Sunday (7) for six perform- 
ances on subseription. 


Philly Nosedive 
Finds ‘Mama’ 96, 
Show Beat’ 256 


There was nothing to make the 
theatre folk very happy as far as 











after perking during Thanksgiving | last week’s legit was concerned. Biz 
week; slated through the Christmas | really went to pieces. 


“Show Boat,” which had climbed 


| abeve $37,000 in its second week at 


| the Shubert, nosedived to far-from- 


satisfactory $25,000 in its third ses- 
sion, 

“I Remember Mama” slumped un- 
der $9,000 in its third week at the 
Lecust and “Angel in the Wings,” 
the musical try-out, despite good 
notices and favorable word-of- 
mouth, finished a twe-weeks’ stay 
with under $10,000 in its final se- 
mester at the Forrest. 

This week’s lone opener was “To- 
night at 8:30,” the Gertrude Law- 
rence starrer, which opened a two- 
weeks’ showing last night (8) at the 
Forrest. A last-minute rearrange- 
ment of schedule has a change of 
bill for the Noel Coward one-acters 
taking place next Monday . instead 
of the two bills alternating nightly. 
Advance none too good: 


BALLET THEATRE 316 
AGAIN AT CENTER, NY. 


Ballet Theatre is keeping to its 
$31,000 weekly pace during its cur- 
rent emgagement at City Center, 
. Y. Third week of eight perform- 
ances, Tuesday Soe Sunday 
(2-7), grossed $31,005. ith another 
week, plus three extra perform- 
; ances, the troupe will likely rack 
|up close to $140,000. for its. four- 
and-a half-week stay, considered 
| fine at a $3 top. 
| Following its New York run, the 
_ troupe prepares for a visit te Bogota, 
| Colombia, for a four-week season 
in January. 


é ° + = 
Red Mill’ Tepid $17,000, 

‘ . 

Lueasta’ Current, St. L. 
St. Louis, Dec. 9. 

Victor Herbert's “Red Mill” wound 
up its second and last week at the 
American theatre Saturday (6) with 
only a so-so b.o. record. The final 
stanza of eight performances, with 
the 1,700-seat house sealed to $4.27, 
grossed an estimated $17,000. The 
take for the previous week was ap- 
proximately $21,000. 

“Anna casta” a two- 
week engagement last night (Mon.) 
at the American. The house is scaled 
| to $3.66 and a good advance is re- 
ported. 


‘ ’ 

Norway’ 18G (5), Buff. 

Buffalo, Dec. 9. 

“Song of Nerway” developed top 
price bracket weakness but rounded 
out a satisfying five performances at 
the Erlanger last week. 

At $4.20, the musical register 
$18,000. 
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Plays on Broadway 


A Streetear Named 
Desire 


Trene M. Selznick presents Elia Kazan 
Production of drama in three acts by Ten- 
nessee Williams. Features Jessica Tandy, 
Marlon Brando, Kim Hunter, Karl Maiden. 
Staged by Kazan; scenery and lighting, Joe 
Mielziner;, costumes,. Lucinda Ballard; 
opened Barrymore, N. ¥., Dec. 8, ’47; $4.80 


top. 

Negro Woman.....+..++- .»...Gee Gee James 
Eunice Hubbel!.........ce.e006: Peg Hillias 
Stanley Kowalski...........Marlon brando 
Harold Mitchell (Mitch)...... Karl Malden 
Stella Kowalski.......-.e+++.- Kim Hunter 
Bieve Hubbel......-+e.+-ee: ..Rudy Bond 
Rianche Du Bois...-.-... . Jessica Tandy 
Pablo Gonzales .......ee0-: .Nick Dennis 
A Young Collector.....-+.--- . Vito Christi 
Mexican Woman.......-+--- Edn Thomas 
A Strange Woman...-.... oa ana’ Dete | 
A Strange Man..........Richard Garrk k 


The dramatic sock of the season | 


opened on Broadway last Wednes- 
day (3), when Irene M. Selznick 
bowed in as a manager with Tennes- 
see Williams’ “A Streetcar Named 
Desire.” ; 
standout of recent seasons, and in- 
dications are that the play, author, 
director and actors will be contend- 
ers for prizes next spring. 

There may be disagreement about 
the drama’s content, the type of 
characters and some of the lines, but 
“Streetcar” is all theatre. Elia 
Kazan, a master director in both 
theatre and films, who is in for a 
record share of profits for this stag- 
ing assignment, should have con- 
vinced the author that the play is 
too long. If it were about 20 
minutes shorter, “Streetcar” might 
prove all the more_ sensational 
a click. Yet though Williams was 
said to have been tractable over 
deletions in his previous “The Glass 
Menagerie,” he may have been 
adamant about cuts or changes in 
this new drama. 

Patently the characters that in- 
terest the author are not attractive— 
just the reverse. That applies to the 
new play, as well as to “Menagerie” 
and his “Summer and Smoke,” which 
was tried out in Dallas last summer 
and is now on tap for Broadway. In 
“Streetcar” his people are deni- 
zens of the Vieux Carre, a slum sec- 
tion of New Orleans, seemingly types 
the dramatist has known and under- 
stands. They are more or less kin 
to those in “Menagerie,” but the 
new play has much more dramatic 
power than that click of three sea- 
sons ago. . 

From her first entrance, Blanche, 
the leading character, a tippling for- 
mer school-teacher from a Missis- 
sippi town, is obviously a neurotic. 
As the play develops she becomes 
progressively psychopathic. It is 
presently revealed that she is a 
nymphomaniac, the explanation for 
her disintegration being that she 
had been married to a degenerate 
who committed suicide. 

Blanche’s brother-in-law, Stanley. 
young mechanic of Polish parentage, 

s living in comparative contentment 
with her sister Stella. Their home 
is a two-room hovel, below the level 
of the sloping street, which is visible 
now and then through a painted 
scrim. Another seedy couple lives 
upstairs and they also drink and 
quarrel spasmodically, lending more 
atmosphere to the play. 

Blanche comes to her sister’s home 
because she has been ordered out of 
her hometown and has nowhere else 
to go. Domes her polite manner at 
first, Blanche begins to hit the bottle 
and she presently becomes a blowsy 
dame. Nevertheless, she is attrac- 
tive to Harold, one of Stan- 
ley’s poker-playing buddies. She 
imagines she may find redemption 
through marriage with him, but her 
brother-in-law reveals how she was 
kicked out of the hotel in her home- 
town. The impact of this snaps the 
remaining thread of sanity and she 
is taken to an asylum. 

Jessica Tandy, former English ac- 
tress, back from Hollywood after 
five years, scores the hit of her 
career as Blanche, the most arrest- 
ing characterization in many seasons. 
She is on stage virtually throughout 
the performance, the 85-side part be- 
ing one of the longest in Broadway 
history. 

Marlon Brando, who has been 
Gaining stage stature for several 
seasons, comes up with a crack per- 
formance as tanley, a rough, 

ugnacious guy with a quick 
emper, who always is forgiven by 
tella, whom he deeply loves. Kim 

unter, as Stella, is another excel- 
Jent bit of casting. She is better 
known in pictures here and in Eng- 
land, and is her best stage per- 


formance thus far. Incidentally, she 
is the only one who maintains a 
southern accent throughout the play. 
Karl Malden, as Harold, is restrained 
until his big scenes, and then he 
counts plenty. .Peg Hillas and Rudy 
Bond, as the couple upstairs, regis- 
ter, too. 

Kazan’s many directive contribu- 
tions are notable, particularly two 
superb fight scenes. One of these, 
when Stanley’s pals try to calm 
one of his. rages by putting 





It may be the dramatic | 





SAMUEL FRENCH 


SINCE 1830 
Play, Brokers and 


Authors’ Representatives 


25 West 45th Street, New Yark 
7623 Sunset Blvd., Hollywood 46, Cal. 














ROAD TOURS 


Comptlett book and advance 
paiilety for cy waTtonat tour deal- 

with radio sponsors, promoters 
and colleges. Extensive experience 
and contacts in this field. Now avail- 
able for any type attractions. 


Cali ILlinols 9-5416 


him under the shower, and he tosses 
| them out of the,bathroom one by one, 
is especially iting. The use of 
varied kinds of background music 
and weird sound effects are also fac- 
'tors in the performance. 

The single setting by Jo Mielziner 
is even more novel than that which 
i he designed for “Menagrie,” and the 

lighting effects are also highly ef- 

fective. There are two brief 
| intermissions, one of only four min- 
utes, and the play’s 11 scenes are 
|separated by merely dimming the 


lights. Lucinda Ballard’s costumes 
seem appropriate for the types in 
this strangely absorbing drama. 
Ibee. 
‘ ‘ y 
Caribbean Carnival 
Adolph Thenstead production of musical 
revue in two acts (20 scenes). Features 
Pearl Primus, Josephine Premice, Claude 
Marchant. Duke of tron, Sam Manning, 
Smith Kids, Pamela Ward, Trio Cubana. 
Music and lyrics by Sam Manning and 
Adolph Thenstead; directed by Samuel L. 
Manning; associate director, Col. John J. 
Hirshman; choreography for voodoo num- 
ber, Pearl Primus; additidnal choreography, 
Claude Marchant; costumes, Lou Lisele: 


chant music for voodoo number, Duke of 
Iron; drum rhythms, Mario Costillo; orches- 
trations and orchestra direction by Ken 
Macomber. At International, N. Y¥., Dec. 5, 
"47; $4.80 top ($6 opening night). 

Cast: Pearl Primus, Josephine Premic2, 
Claude Marchant, Duke of Iron, Sam Man- 
ning, Smith Kids (2), Pamela Ward, Trio 
Cubana, Eddie Talifferro, Peggy Watson, 
Bill Allen, Eloise Hill, Alex Young, Curtis 
James, Padjet Fredericks, Fred Thomas, 
Helen Carr, Gem Bolling, Dorothy Graham, 
Charles Queenan, Alphonse Cimber, Ber- 
nard Taylor, Paul Meeres, Lillie Peace, 
Mildred Thomas, Andrew King, Clara Hub- 
bard, Wahnetta San, Fannie Turner, Clifton 
Gray, Louis Sterling, Jacqueline Hairston, 
Marjorie James, Donald Curtis, James 
Brown, William Johnson, Dorothy Mac- 
David, Jerry Meeres, Helen Tinsley. 

This West Indies dance-and-song 
revue, which the management calls 
“the first calypso musical ever pre- 
sented,” was first titled “Calypso” 
and then “Bongo” during its out-of- 
town tryout, but is now tabbed “Ca- 
ribbean Carnival.” The cast is a 
dark-skin mixture of racial strains 
(as a line of dialog says, the West 
Indies is the “Shanghai of the West’), 
except for one blonde white girl, 
who as a Life mag photog, provides 
a barely’ perceptible continuity 
thread for the native dance and song 
numbers. 

“Caribbean Carnival” is unevenly 
entertaining. With a suggestion of 
semi-tropic island locale, it presents 
some spectacular dances and several 
entertaining songs, but the show is 
not merely lacking in production skill 
and form, but is actually a sprawling 
succession of acts, varying from ex- 
cellent and exciting to ponderous, 
overlong and dull. 

The explanatory dialog, in which a 
native police sergeant advises the 
femme photog where to seek the 
various sights, misses the intended 
light comic effect. Everything con- 
sidered, “Caribbean Carnival,” de- 
spite its redeeming moments, appears 
to have limited appeal and is un- 
likely to attain boxoffice success. 

Nearly all the numbers in the 
show are ns including both 
dances and songs. Exceptions are the 
dances of the Claude Marchant 
troupe. They are electrifying, prob- 
ably as good as anything of the sort 
ever seen on Broadway. Marchant 
himself is a superb dancer, with 
enormous vitality and grace, and his 
two male and three female associates 
excel in every number they dance. 
Their work is comparable to any of 
the classic or modern ballets seen lo- 
cally. 

Pearl Primus, who has appeared 
frequently in legit, recital and 
niteries in New York, appears with 
her company through the second act 
of the show. She’s impressive as 
usual, particularly in portions of the 
voodoo ritual dance, but the number 
seems too long and, at the close, im- 
perfectly planned.’ Both in her 
dancees and those of the Marchant 
unit, the native drum accompaniment 
is a rousing factor. 

The two principal singers in the 
show are Josephine Premise and the 
Duke of Iron. The former is a slim, 
angular, kinetic girl with an arrest- 
ing style of putting over sly native 
comedy songs. The latter, a calypso 
singer, is obviously handica ped by 
the large theatre and the fact that 
comparatively few in the audience 
are familiar with that form of music. 
Thus, he doesn’t receive the reaction 
or create the mood necessary for best 
results. 

Others notable in the show include 
Sam Manning, who collaborated with 
producer Adolph .Thenstead on the 
music and lyrics, staged the produc- 
tion and plays the native cop-guide; 
the Smith Kids, a man-and-gal com- 
edy singing act; Pamela Ward, 
blonde photog; the Trio Cubana, 
singing-instrumental group, and the 
pulsating native drummers, Alphonse 
Cimber, Bernard Taylor and Paul 
Meeres. 

The costumes, designed by Lou 














Eisele, are becoming and add at- 


mosphere. The simple settings, for 
which no one receives program 
credit, are modestly helpful. Hobe. 


Galileo 


Experimental Theatre production of drama 
in two acts (13 scenes) by Bertolt Brecht, 
translated by Charles Laughton, Staged by 
Joseph Losey. Sets and costumes, Robert 


Davison: music, Hanns HKisler; lyrics, Al- 
bert Brush; choreography, Lottie Gosler; 
musical conductor, Jcsef Schmid. At 
Maxine Elliott, N. Y¥., Dec. 7, ‘47. 

SON. Ci in ectiadees so baee Richard Leone 
BINGE. vcs is es cccesscvencs>s easenael: Cito 
WADE. 3 oso 05.5 6,005 0005 e0gs te ished Albert Ares 
ST a A Pry Pe ..Charles Laughton 
Andrea (boy).................Michael Citro 
on See vt Tey? Ter Hester Sondergaard 
eg SERS CL STEERER EL Phillip Swander 
WOMEN cvacacbe ....Pred Stewart 
Sagredo John Straus 
Virginia land F loan MeCracken 
DOP TOR . o's eons A covis ca Dwight Marfield 
PeMeee.. . Dave ssbawvedas ‘ Larry Rosen 
oy LS) ee Thomas Palmer 
Mathematician........Marl Montgomery, Jr. 
Elderly Lady..........Mary Grace Canfield 
A Girl. . ce 6 ie Iivana Landon 
A Monk . ‘ : , Leonard Bell 
Another Monk........ Don McGoldrick 
infuriated Monk Werner Klemperer 
Old Cardinal Wesley Addy 

Supporting Monk Pitt Herbert 
Litth Monk.. Don Hanmer 

Clavius... Taylor Graves 
Secretary I... cacsocsesee . Leonardo Cimino 
Secretary II........-.....+-+-Richard Astor 

BOOTIE ois cine ccc ccwecetsas Lawrence Ryle 
PN « sca 6senee ce eeebeout Rusty Lane 
BROUMIGILOF. «ccs cccecsccscess John Carradine 
Andrea (Man)... ..cee-ese- Nehemiah Persoff 
I er ee Donald Symington 
WRNBSS BIMREL. 6. ck sce docn Harris Brown 
Ballade Singer's Wife......Elizabeth Moore 
Ballade Singer's Daughter.......JIris Mann 
A Motltas ..ccccsccverses .. Sidney Bassler 
Duke of Florence....lMarl Montgomery, Jr 

We POGGRAT 6 ig coc cccge .. Werner Klemperer 
BM DWE oc cccteee Pons Taylor Graves 
Informer... ccceccccccccesss Warren Stevens 
| a ners ree Phillip Robinson 


The Experimentai Theatre, open- 
ing its second season Sunday (7) 
with a presentation of Bertold 
Brecht’s “Galileo” at the Maxine El- 
liott, N. Y., was off to a brilliant start 
with a production worthy of its aims 
and proponents. 

This episodic drama of the life and 
struggle of the great 17th century 
Italian _ physicist-astronomer is 
sprawling, verbose and occasionally 
halting. It is also adult, pertinent, 
dramatic and moving. 

With Charles Laughton (who also 
adapted the script into English) in 
the lead role, the play is gripping 
and intense, with some strikingly 
beautiful moments. With Laughton 
remaining in it, and adequate sets 
and staging, the production could be 
commercial and a success further up 
Broadway. 

Galileo's discovery that the earth 
revolved around the sun; the im- 
petus that theory gave to independ- 
ent thinking, and the conflict it inev- 
itably brought on with the estab- 
lished authority (the church)—have 
inescapable pertinence in light of 
contemporary events. In addition, 
the story of a cynical scientist who, 
outwardly straddled with his discov- 
eries to avoid execution as a heretic 
by the Inquisition, is excellent dra- 
matic material. Brecht’s theatre 
craftsmanship is adequate, and the 
Experimental Theatre’s acting com- 
pany exceptional enough. to make 
it come alive and articulate. 

Laughton, in his first Broadway 
appearance in 15 years, dominates 
the proceedings with a rich, flavor- 
some portrayal of the alternately 
petulant, gruff, wordly-wise and cau- 
tious savant. John Carradine is 
striking and sinister in the somewhat 
brief role as the Inquisitor. Dancer 
Joan McCracken, in her first serious 
part, gives a poignant portrayal as 
th lovelorn, embittered daugh- 

er. 

An unusually large and able cast 
also offers fine performances by 
Hester Sondergaard as the house- 
wife, Fred Stewart as Priuli, Wesley 
Addy as an old cardinal, Sidney 
Bassler as a monk, Rusty Lane as 
Barbarini (later the Pope), Michael 
Citro as the boy Andrea, Nehemiah 
Persoff as the grown Andrea and 
Dwight Marfield as Federzoni. 

Sets are simple, but adequate, and 
costumes are striking. Staging is 
sharp, whether in simple household 
scenes or the vivid All Fool’s Day 


scene. Hanns Eisler’s music is 
highly appropriate and effective. 
Bron. 


Trial by Fire 


Blackfriars’ Guild production of drama in 
five episodes (three sets) by George H. 
Dunn, 8.J. Staged by Albert McCleery. 
Sets, William Riva. Opened at Blackfriars 
Playhouse, N. Y., Dec. 4, '47; $2.40 top. 








| PRIS EET TTL Lee eee Mare Snow 
District Attorney........... Thomas Roberts 
Samuel Jones........00..+%.% Jack Delmonte 
ge RA ee coe Will Marshall 
Se PENNNN 2s oer edes 06 6e¥ss s Paula Mayer 
David Johnaon.............. Clarence Rock 
Carol Ann Johnson Charlynn Q. Wright 
SR? SEMIN, ie b 6 6 acme seos.e Valerie Cavell 
Mr ME. s Sh SWS Gs cehusels ve Evelio Grillo 
8 SES a err John Flower 
CEN, bb amsecc se cdibees ves John Young 
i Ci ks os ope ke eb eeok Harry Bolden 
Edward Danforih............. Wayne Sherk 
eres Tom O'Connor 
Thomas Lawson............ Nappy Whiting 
George Jenkins...,........ Walter Thompson 
a Serer ee .4ohn Michael 
ee ree Hielena Price 
Mrs. Fitch..:.... . Charlotte Nachtwey 
James Cameron..........-. Seamus Maloney 
Pty, SE, pos gdeancetsocbeact Chris Gaye 
i tx < -keney shes soudans sie Mary Leigh 
oo) Fe eae goeees Henry Justyne 
Rr TE ar Tom O'Connor 
NN a's 9:6 0b 60 O60 OwDER o's 5 .John Michael 
Rr are ee Angus McDonald 





“Trial By Fire” is by far the most 
pretentious attempt of this semi-pro 
roup and, while splendidly done, is 

tter suited for such incubators of 
talent as the Blackfriars than com- 
mercial Broadway. The theme, of 
smalltown California vigilantes who 
force Negroes to live in the slum 








neighborhoods, was covered to some 





extent in “On Whitman Avenue” two 
seasons ago on Broadway for a mod- 
erate run. However, the previous 
“Deep Are the Roots” demonstrated 
that plays on the Negro question can 
be boxoffice if dramatically done. 

Father Dunn, Jesuit author of 
“Trial,” has fashioned this play more 
as a documentary than a commercial 
drama. The piece is said to be 
pased on an actual Negro family 
who perished in the burning of their 
home after being “advised” that their 
presence in a white neighborhood 
“might be dangerous.” The play- 
wright attended the subsequent 
coroner‘s inquest, using it and other 
material in his play. 

In a-series of flashbacks, he has 
done a good reportorial job on the 
story, but hasn’t succeeded in giving 
it clear theatrical form. A long and 
competent cast is given good show- 
casing, with standout performances 
by Will Marshall and Paula Mayer, 
as the Negro couple; Thomas Rob- 
erts, as the D.A., and Marc Snow, as 
the Coroner. Albert McCleery has 


|directed the production expertly and 








impressive. 
Edba. 


William Riva’s sets are 





Nights of Wrath 


(“Les Nuits de la Colere”) 


Dramatic Workshop (New School for So- 
cial Research). production of play in two 
acts (nine scenes), from the French of Ar- 


mand Salacrou. English version by Maria 
Ley-Piscator and John McGrew. Staged by 
Miss Ley-Piscator, under direction of Er- 
win Piscator. Sets, Wittis Knighton; music, 
Herbert Hertzfeld; lighting, Doris Finstein 
At President, N. Y., Dec. 1, ‘47. 


Bernard Basire. ...ccccrsesers ... Scott Hale 
Rose Bazire........++..++-... Sheila Milles 
Margaret Bazire.....sssee--.e. Lee Kaiser 
Violet Bagire...ccesccsccses Yvonne Prothen 
RiIVOIT@. . ccicescccccwecses Robert Osterloh 
PISANCON ...-cecocccccccces Jack. Burkhart 
DOGS. cc ccicesdcensePeceece .Frank Argento 
DiQCOG. ccs cccrcdcvcscvccceeves John Melia 
Pierette Bazire......seeseeees Nancy Stiber 
Louise Corde@au....c.sceeees Lenore Sheldon 
Jean Cordeau.........+..0++++.-Morton Silk 





Erwin Piscator, presiding over the 
destinies of the Dramatic Workshop 
of the New School for Social Re- 
search, and those associated with 
him in the transition of Armand 
Salacrou’s play about the French un- 
derground after Nazi occupation, to 
the American stage, deserve much 

raise. 

7 “Nights of Wrath” is intensel> 
gripping drama, well directed and 
adequately presented by the semi- 
pro cast to intrigue attention of em- 
bryonic students of the drama, which 
is the purpose of the group now ten- 
anting the diminutive President the- 
atre, N. Y. 

Salacrou, who could be suspected, 
via his play, of having been an oper- 
ative of the underground because of 
his know-how in depicting its cause, 
holds attention throughout. His main 
barb, however, is at the middle-of- 
the-roaders, who remained passive 
after enemy occupation. The stand 
that those who are not with you are 
against you furnishes the mainspring 
of proceedings, and Salacrou goes on 
to justify his theory. 

The large cast handles assignments 
adequately, but the tricky sets and 
expert direction mainly coun. 





Play Out of Town 


Jenny Kissed Me 
Washington, Dec. 3. 
Catholic Univ.’s Playwriting Fes- 
tival has apparently hit a jackpot in 
“Jenny Kissed Me.” Fourth of the 
current series which began last 
spring, it is by all odds the play 
with the greatest amount of profes- 
sional savvy and feel for boxoffice. 


“Jenny” is in the tradition of the 
lovable Catholic priest stories which 
have been so boff on the screen of 
late. Story is built around Father 
Moynihan who runs his parish with 
a tight rein. He does not approve of 
such nonsense as bingo and objects 
to teenage girls using makeup. The 
niece of his housekeeper comes to 
ano’ at the parish house with her 
aunt. 


This teenager turns out prim and 
proper and an obvious candidate for 
those Queen Mary of England hats 
by the time she hits 20. Father Moy- 
nihan sets out to get her married, 
partly because it will get her out 
of the house. In the course of this, 
he learns that girls must make them- 
selves attractive to men by primping, 
snappy clothes, etc. He winds up a 
self-considered fashion expert who 
thinks the ladies of the parish ought 
to dress snappier and more attrac- 
tively. 

Meantime there has been a cross- 
plot of romance between the young 
gal and a 30-odd year, old teacher 
who also has been living at the par- 
ish house. All ends well, of course, 
with the right fellow getting the 
right giri, despite the padre’s inno- 
cent efforts to pan Jenny off on a 
conceited young jitterbug. 

“Jenny” is by Jean Kerr, member 
of the Catholic Univ. faculty, who 
did the dramatization of “Our Hearts 
Were Young and Gay.” Her husband, 
Walter Kerr, also part of Father Gil- 
bert Hartke’s playmaking team, di- 
rected. While the third act can stand 
a trimming and a lift here and there, 
the play generally moves along at a 
rollicking gait, thanks particularly to 
the spritely lines. Certainly this is 
much better theatre than the first of 
the Playwriting Festival series, “All 
Gaul Is Divided,” which has had a 














es professional run in the mid. 
west, 

Leo Brady, aiso on Hartke’s . 
ulty, was slipped in at the last ha a 
ute to handle the long and exacting 
role of Father Moynihan. He does 
unusuall well, considering the brief. 
ness’ of his rehearsal period. Thor- 
oughly competent is the job of Pam. 
ela Rivers, who plays the title role. 
She is the only professionali in the 
cast and carries along as a goodie 
girl without turning the part sticky 
and cloy at any point. Mention 
should be made of a CU student 
named Robert Moore who stands out 
like a beacon to provide much of the 
humor as Owen, the conceited youth 
whom the padre figures will make 
an ideal husband for Jenny. 


Lowe, 


REHEARSING ‘HARVEST’ 
AT MARTHA’S VINEYARD 


“Harvest Of Years,” comedy- 
drama by De Witt Bodeen, is being 
rehearsed entirely at Martha’s Vine- 
yard, Mass. It’s believed this is the 
fifst time a Broadway production 
has been readied at such a remote 
spot. 

Arthur Beckhardt, who gave the 
play a strawhat tryout last summer, 
figures that the company will be 
able to concentrate more fully on 
the performance at the island resort, 
particularly at this off-season period. 
He also reasons that the actors will 
be out of reach of possible bids for 
radio programs, which he regards a 
distraction. Producer suggested the 
Martha’s Vineyard rehearsal idea to 
the cast, which approved it. 

The members of the troupe are 
getting $7.50 per day sustenance 
plus $25 weekly rehearsal pay. That 
comes to $77.50 apiece per week, 
which tops Equity’s minimum of $60. 
Rehearsal end of the production will 
therefore cost more than normally, 
but Beckhardt expects the play to 
be ready for the boards more quick- 
ly than usual. Under the rules, a 
straight play is allowed four weeks 
of “free” rehearsals, but most shows 
use only three weeks and, in the 
case of “Years,” only two weeks may 
be necessary. 

Some productions rehearse for 
limited periods out-of-town im- 
mediately prior to tryout debuts, in 
which case sustenance money is 
payable. In previous seasons, the 
rate was $5 per day, but the tilt to 
$7.50 was inserted into the basie 
agreement between Equity and the 
managers when the pact was re- 
vised and renewed last summer. 


‘Widow’-"Marie’ to Fold; 
Can’t Follow ‘Norway’ 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 9. 

Shubert musical troupe which has 
been doing “Merry Widow” and 
“Rose Marie” (and “Firefly” in other 
towns), folds at the Nixon here Sat- 
urday night (13), after a coupie of 
months’ tour. Biz has been spotty 
with a few winning sessions. There’s 
been little interest in the shows 
here, however, and they’ll wind up 
in the red, 

Operettas suffered particularly 
here, coming in on the heels of 
“Song of Norway,” which was 
cheered by the critics for both en- 
tertainment and production. In con- 
trast, notices pointed out the drab- 
ness and shabbiness of “Widow” and 
“Marie,” 


New Strawhat For 
Ocean City, N. J. 


Ocean City, N. J., Dec. 9. 

This resort is assured of a legiti- 
mate theatre next summer as a re- 
sult of the Board of Education enter- 
ing into a contract with T. C. Up- 
ham, who will produce strawhatters 
in the auditorium of the high school 
building. 

Upham established the Beach 
theatre company last summer after 
several seasons at Cape May. He had 
to discontinue because of his health. 
The Board also revealed it had re- 
jected an offer of Mr. and Mrs. 
Frank Jacoby, who started the 1947 
season with Upham as director and 
business manager. 


‘Carousel’ in Toledo Par 


Toledo, Dec. 9. 

Town Hall theatre has booked 
ZaSu Pitts in “Late Christopher 
Bean” for a four-day, five-perform- 
ance stay, starting Sunday, Dec. 28. 
Prior to that, Jim Nederlander, man- 
ager of Town Hall, will bring the 
Theatre Guild’s “Carousel” to the 
3,400-seat Paramount, Dec, 15-17, 
with matinee the latter day. 

Town Hall house, with 1,150-seats, 
was deemed too small for the attrac- 
tion. This is first time that the Para- 
mount film house has been leased for 
more than a single day. 
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Authors’ Censorship Measure 

An amendment to the constitution 
of the Authors League of America, 
proadening and clarifying its power 
of dealing with censorship, will be 
submitted to the organization’s mem- 
bership. The proposed measure, al- 
ready approved by the League 
council, was revealed yesterday 
(Tues.) at the annual membership 
meeting and election of the Authors 
Guild, an affiliate of the League. 
Glenway Wescott delivered a report 
on the subject. 

The amendment, in the form of a 


secret balloting and (2) provide for 
distribution of statements supporting 
nominees. 





Rumsey Heads Authors Agents 

Top officials of the Society of 
Authors Representatives were re- 
elected at the outfit’s annual meet- 
ing in New York last week. Follow- 
ing is the complete slate of officers 
and directors: John W. Rumsey, prez: 
Harold. Freedman, vice-prexy, and 





Alan Collins, secretary-treasurer 


new Section B in the League con-/|two years, and Nat Lefkowitz and 
stitution, defining the organization’s | Nannine Joseph, to continue as di- 


wers, would “supplement this 
established function in respect to 
censorship by protecting creators of 


literary, dramatic and musical ma- | 


terial from all forms of censorship 
because of their belief, opinions or 
convictions, and from censorship 
upon any grounds other than ille- 
gality of specific material.” 
Wescott’s report also covered 
plans for a “propesed standard con- 


tract covering sales of film rights 
of literary material. 
Paul Gallico was elected Guild 


president; Helen Hull, vice-presi- 
dent, and Gilbert W. Gabriel, secre- 
tary. The votes in the election of 
members of the Guild council and 
representatives on the League coun- 
cil, in which an opposition Com- 
mittee For Action slate was entered, 


: had not been tabulated up to press 


time. 
Paris Dailies’ Predicament 

Paris dailies are acutely feeling 
the shortage of newsprint. Early 
last week, it was decided to cut 
them from one full sheet daily to 
one half sheet three days 2 week. 
Even before this became operative, 
it was further cut to one half sheet 
six days a week. (There are no 
dailies printed on Mondays). Ques- 
tion now is whether they will ap- 
pear on a quarter sheet daily or be 
snuffed out altogether. 

The weeklies are likely either to 
be cut to the bone, or suspended 
pro tem, 





Laurie’s Anthelogy 

Joe Laurie Jr.'s “Pages Out of Old 
Vaudeville,” which had been serial- 
ized in Variety, is being brought out 
in book form by Samuel French. 

This galaxy of time-honored stage 
material came to the publisher's at- 
tention when an editorial researcher 
actually did some of the material in 
® ship’s concert recently and clicked 
with the old but seemingly surefire 
gag material, 





McCarthy Quitting Cosme 


Joe McCarthy is resigning as as- 
sociate editor in charge of non-fic- 
tion at Cosmopolitan mag, planning 
to leave some time in January. Ex- 
pects to freelance as writer. Succes- 
Sor hasn’t been picked yet. 

McCarthy was managing editor of 
Yank during the war, being chief 
of the N. Y. mag and the other 20 
editions around the world. 


i Eire Blue Pencils Again 
ire’s Censorship of Publications 
‘ewan has been busy again and has 
- ~penciled another 11 novels off 
ar _ of Dublin booksellers. Lat- 
s annings a 7 
Siedinee? meat Ss indecent or 
ery Crow,” by Walton Fairbanks: 
Pi teoa Policemen Are Wondering,” 
— J. Comryn; “The Launching of 
ger Brook,” Dennis Wheatley: 


“You Can't Go H i 
ome Again,” 
oe Wolfe; “Stranger on the 
Flight?” H. R. Hays: “Angel's 
ight, Edward Holstius: “The 


Happy Time,” Robert Fontaine: “The 
ae of Cardelli,” Thurlow Craig; 
Fs yrmyda,” John Lodwick: “Make 
eet Walk,” Raymond Mar- 
» an “Bride f * 
George pets. oO Neptune, 
bannin ’ 
Father pw £ order 
the board. 


is signed by 
Ph Deery, chairman of 


ee 


Authors’ Amendments 
The Authors Guild 


adopted three am 
ed - endments 
Constitution and by-laws. 


recently 
to the 
Ail were 


_ Voted overwhelmingly by mail ref- 


erendum. 


Pci constitutional amendment re- 
a method of filling vacancies 
than en in the Guild council more 
re ays before the annual elec- 

on. Hereafter in such cases, the 
replacement will be elected by a 
Special vote of the membership, in- 
stead of being selected by the coun- 
cil, as before. The two by-law 
changes (1) require nominees for 
office to file acceptance of nemina- 
tion and strengthen the validity of 


{rectors until December, 1948. 


Inter-Guild Fracas 
Committee for Action, 
| faction in the Authors Guild, is cam- 


| paigning for the defeat of the pro- | 


| posed assessment, based upon earn- 
| ings, which the organization's coun- 


{cil has submitted to membership 
| vote. 
The committee consisting of 


|Naney Davids, Louise Mally, Made- 
line Thompson, Cathleen Schurr and 
|Len Zinberg, circularized the Guild 
|membership recently with a six- 
point attack on the measure. 

Books Pubs Aid Scribes 
Thayer Hobson, president of Mor- 
row, heads the new Author Relations 
Committee of the American Book 
Publishers Couneil, which includes 
| Douglas Black, president of Double- 
day; Whitney Darrow, executive 
vice-prez of Scribners; Alfred R. 
Mcintyre, president of Little, Brown, 





dissident | Laine 





| 


; rent 


} 
i 
} 


and Stanley Rinehart, president of | 


Rinehart. 

Committee will advise ABPC 
members on dealings with authors, 
literary agents and author organiza- 
tions. 





Book Council's Flackery 
New public relations bureau has 
been set up by the American Book 
Publishers Council. It is headed up 
by Prentice-Hall publicity chief Ken 


Giniger as chairman, and ineludes 
Benn Hall, of Benn Hall Associ- 
ates; Elinor Green, of Simon & 
Schuster; Ramona Herdman, of 
| Harpers, and Louise Thomas, of 
Doubleday. 


Bureau plans to work specifically 

in the press and radio, 
CHATTER 

Thomas Devine new exec 
{Survey Midmonthly. 

Ralph Samuels is new eastern ed 
of Popular Photography. 

Philip Ewald joins the editorial 
staff of Whittlesey House. 

Mrs. Carroll Carstairs is the new 
fashion editor of Town and Coun- 
try. 

Duell, Sloan & Pearce to publish 
Dick Hyman’s “Nonsense, U.S.A.” 
next year. 

Tom Duncan, author of “Gus the 
Great,” started work on a humorous 
novel, “The March Adventure.” 

Katherine “Dunham’s autobiogra- 
phy, her second book, will be pub- 
lished in spring by Henry Holt. 

Film-stage director Rouben Ma- 
maulian profiled by Maurice Zo- 
lotow in the current Satevepost. 

Louis Zara, novelist, new book 
head for Ziff Davis, with head- 
quarters in Chicago. Company is 
dropping its whodunit division. 

The McGraw-Hill farm depart- 
ment in Chicago is taking subscrip- 
tions for Farm Business, its new 
weekly projected for publication 
early in 1948. 

Inez Robb, INS scribe, and Julia 
McCarthy, N. Y. Daily News report- 
er, due in on the Queen Mary 
today (Wed.) after covering the 
royal wedding. 

Eleanor Kennedy, formerly with 
the Coast office of Music Corp. of 
America, has been appointed head 0) 
the literary department in New York, 
succeeding Jim Bishop. 

Ray Josephs, Vanmety’s roving 
South American scribe, doing a 
roundup of Latin America for Ran- 


ed of 





dom House's forthcoming “Latin 
American Diary” which he’s at- 
thoring. 


All Mexican theme: Marc Brandel 


j is working a novel with this locale; 
so is Herbert Gorman, titled “The 
Breast of the Dove;” and Edith 


Roelker Curtis also on same setting 
las background. 

Analysis of problems confronting 
{both management and 





his just published book, “Construc- 
tive Collective Bargaining’ ‘Mc- 
Graw-Hill). Author is an executive 
assistant to Motion Picture Assn. 
prexy Eric Johnston. 

Novelized version of the film 
script, “The Miracle on 34th Street,” 


{ 


} . 
faster tempo to avoid sameness. 


| 


| 





| back for a repeat date here. 





labor is) 
handled by Edward T. Cheyfitz in| 





written by Valentine Davies, will be 
brought out in a special edition of 
more than 400,000 copies by the 
Book-of-the-Menth-Club. 

Harry Wismer, ABC sports direc- 
ter, was named “outstanding football 
announcer of 1947” this week by 
The Sporting News. Award marks 
inauguration of an annual selection 





SCULLY’S SCRAPBOOK 


POOPEt tor ee ete By Frank Scully 
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Dead Letter, Penn., Dec. 7. 





of the country’s top football an- | 
nouncer, | 

Author MacKinlay Kantor, who' 
participated in many combat mis- | 
sions with the U. S. Air Corps in| 
Eurepe as an observer, has received | 
the Medal of Freedom from Gen- 
eral Carl Spaatz, Chief. of Staff of 
the Air Force, because of his writ- 


|} ings about the air unit. 
Leah Salisbury and Maxim Lieber | 
| were chosen directors for terms of | 


| 











House Reviews 


Continued from page 4 = 











Paramount. N. ¥. 
with “Civilization.” And he 
gets a huge mitt for his efforts. His | 
vocalist, Marey Luce, is a cute trick 
with a good deal of charm, and she 
gets top rewards in a duet with Mc- 
Kinley on ““Man Could Be a Wonéder- 
ful Thing.” For theatrical vitamins, | 
the band shapes up as one of the | 
better crews to hit the Par. 
The colored Clark Bros. (2), in an 
otherwise all-white bill, get the 
measure of the house with some fast 


} 


and imaginative hoofing. Jose. 
Apolie, N. Y. 

Erskine Hawkins Orch (17) with 
Layra Washington, 3 Poms, Harris | 
& Scott, 4 Tunes, Chuck Brown; ! 
“Shadowed” (Col). 


Erskine Hawkins’ band is the cur- 
marquee lure’ at this Harlem 
house. Of average size, the outfit 
comprises four rhythm, eight brass 
(plus Hawkins’ trumpet) and five 
reed. 

Boys tee off the stanza with a fast 
“Swing Out” that’s followed by Hay- 
wood Henry’s click clarineting of 
“Rose Room.” Band’s__ vocalist, 
Laura Washington, packs plenty of 
eye appeal as well as sporting a 
plaintive, sexy delivery. Tal} and 
attractively garbed in a black, floor- 
length gown, she opens with “And-I 
Do,” encores with “Dontcha Think I 
Ought to Know?” and “Fool That I 
Am.” Her slow, measured beat 
could stand a change of pace to a 


Comedy team of Harris & Scott is 
Boys’ 
material has changed little. Their 
humor is broad and unsubtle, but it 
registers with the payees. For ex- 
ample one gag is built around the 
operation of one of the partner's 
wives. He has to be there for the 
“opening.” Swish routines are also 
overdone. Boys also contrib a vocal 
of “Sweet Sue,” and close to neat re- 
turns with some brief hoofing. 

Only ofay act on the bill, Chuck 
Brown, runs through some gyin- 
nastics on a flock of horizontal bars 
rigged up on a weird contraption. 
A maze of cables and struts, the 
gadget: assembles itself automatically 
while Brown keeps up a flow of 
running patter. His monkey-like 
routines are chiefly confined to some 
rapid flips from bar-to-bar plus an 
occasional somersault. Garnered 
fair applause. 

A big band on the brassy side, 
Hawkins’ crew is considerably better 
than the average outfit seen on the 
Apollo podium. Leader fronts his 
boys well and contribs an occasional 
trumpet solo. Pianist Dan Michael 
stands out on the ivories with 
“Hawk’s Boogie” while Matthew Gee 
registers with a trombone sole of 
“Out of Nowhere.” “Kilroy Was 
Here” winds up the show. Saxman 
Julian Dash garnishes this one with 
some individual tooting. 

Four Tunes and the Three Poms | 
are reviewed under New Acts. 





Oriental, Chi 


Chicago, Dec. 5. 

Marshall Bros. (2), 3 Stns, 4 
Caudillo Sisters, Whitey Roberts, | 
Carl Sands Orch; “Out of the Blue” | 


(E L). 





Current layout, which will do good 
biz, is overlong and doesn’t pick up 
speed until next to closiag. 

Four Caudillo Sisters open show 
and while they have some effective 
and unusual acro stunts, cram all 
the best and fastest stuff in a few 
minutes at the end. Better pacing 
would have received more aud at- 
tention. Whitey Roberts gets over 
en fope skipping and plate throwing 
rather than his gab and vocals. | 

Marshall brothers, brash young | 
impressionists, click with clever) 
satires of Holiywood and radio per- | 
sonalities. After giving the air soap- | 
ers a ribbing, junior member does | 

' 
\ 


1 





a Peter Lorre takeoff that’s sock, 
Danny Kaye impresh also good. 
Three Suns come up from the pit | 
and work before net screen. Reeord- | 
ing faves, after a bit of their theme, 
swing into “Hindustan.” Trio of 
accordion, guitar and Hamond organ, 
use the soft-pedal to back the croon- 
ing of Artie Dunn on “All the Things 
You Are.” For change of pace they 
give out with their version of “Ha- 
waiian War Chant” with comic by- 
play for nice returns. Zabe. 





| corned willie anywhere in Europe. 


' your bed. That was three years ago. 
Dear Rose Bowl: 


Le Bing. 


Dear Walter Winchell: 

The best definition of a Communist I’ve heard (by listening to myself), 
which makes it worth about 10 bueks, not a $10,000 mink coat, is this: 

A Communist is a guy a Republican has just found out is a Democrat. 


Dear Ralph Edwards: 

The March of Dimes should be helped because quiz programs have to 
live, too, but why did you switch to another Miss Hush when I guessed 
this one was Martha Graham? 


Dear Fred Allen: 
Why don’t you write an introduction to the Declaration of Independence? 
It might start people reading that, too. You could turn Jefferson's royal- 


ties over to John A. McShane, S.S.J., who is begging me for $45,000 to 
build a school for his Negro parishioners in Houma, La 
Dear John Reddy: 

I never said that bride and groom vulgarized marriage more than the 
recent royal wedding. How could it? 
Dear Ed Gardner 

Put corned beef and cabbage in your Duffy's Tavern, keep the rap 
under a buck and you got me as a paying customer. You can get the 


Our armies dumped millions of cans 
there, and people are sick of it. Norway just shipped 6,000 pounds of ours 
to Bulgaria, not realizing we're starving for taste of same. 


Dear Joe Louis: 

That autograph you inked on my leather jacket in Victorville 10 years 
ago couldn't have been done with a life time pen, It’s wearing off. Please 
rush a new autograph or a new jacket. 


Dear Mike Todd: 
What in Hecht did you do 


’ 


vith my script of “Alexander?’ 
Don't you sleep there? 


I put it on 


I will like hell pay $20 to see a television copy of the New Year’s Day 
game between USC and Michigan at the I wouldn't go to 
Pasadena to see anybody but Trixie Friganza and she, the old darling, 
is technically in Flintridge. 


Dear Leo Mishkin: 

Thanks for that-plug over CBS “Views the News.” 
wants to see me, tell him to crash Bedside Manor. 
the hope of being interrupted. 


Dear G. B. S.: 

Remember in Malvern when you told me that the time would come 
when your plays would gross $30,000 a week, and I said you should live 
that long? Weil, you have. But wait till Maurice Evans takes your Nietz- 
schean nincompoop te Memphis! 


corner saloon. 


If Norman Corwin 
I always work with 


Dear Max Schuster: 

People are sending me clipping about Simon Schuster, 37, a Salinas 
pawnbroker who was fined $25 for failure to report serial numbers on a 
radio and rifle to the police department. Will you please issue a press 
release that you and Dick Simon are married? But not to each other? 


Dear Paul Denis: 

Thanks for the bafch of clips and fer the news that I'm being quoted 
on lecturing in your new book, “Your Career and Show Business.” Can 
you get me a copy wholesale? 


Dear Peggy Rendall: 

Thanks for all the inside on how broke the Lou Costello, Jr., Youth 
Foundation really is. Of course, I'll insert a plug in Varmrty, but our 
readers are shoulder-readers and claim they're broke, too. Tell you what 
you do. You get that Father McShane off my back and get me $45,000 for 
that Negro school he wants in Houma, La., by needling Frank Sinatra, 
Bing Crosby, Loretta Young, Irene Dunne, Leo McCarey and Jack Ford, 
and I'll then needle the Community Chest to take this one off Costello's 
chest. 


Dear Laura Wilke: 

Of course I know who the author of “The Stubborn Wood” really is, 
and I've told her not to reveal her identity till 1949. Did “Gone With the 
Wind” sell millions of copies because its author went on radio programs, 
cooperated on freak publicity stunts or showed her legs at the Met? Let 
“Emily Harvin” stick to being the Miss Hush of the literati. 


Dear Sen. Tenney: 

The fact that the assembly room of the California State Building was 
wire-tapped a half hour before I sounded off there two weeks ago was 
strictly coincidental. I knew that, Jack. The more people who will listen 
to me, openly or by stealth, the better I like it. I gave ‘em a lot of 
laughs, didn’t I? Years ago my plone was tapped, and all the good the 
tapper (a copper) got out of it was a stiff jail sentence for throwing a 
bomb at another cop. That was 19 years age, and he’s still in the can. 
That's the case in a nutshell and, boy, is Matt Weinsteck’s “L. A.” ‘advt.) 
full of nuts. 


Dear Sheilah Graham: 

Of course I reeognized you on the Santa Claus float with Jack Carson 
and Eve Arden, but where did you get a minkceat which matched hers 
like a sister act? Did you’ win the Winchell prize with a “Hold for Re- 
lease” tag on it? 


Dear Jack Paar: 

That Straus’ No. 9 smokes like the riverbed of the Blue Danube. It 
doesn't bite your tongue, it dissolves it. Please send something that will 
grow it back. A box of Corona-Coronas might do it. Or have you some 
Lucky Strikes left over? 


Dear Al Jolson: 

Don’t bother to send me a record of that “Rosie” duet you did with 
I transcribed it myself direct from your transcription when 
Petrillo was out hunting down jukeboxes. 


Dear Lolly: 

Hope you'll be happy to learn that your “Tyrone Power Gives Up Lana 
to Fight Reds” has just won our Bellylaff Blue Ribbon. Nice to know he’s 
sticking to blondes at any rate. 


Dear Rudy Vallee: 

Nice to hear you were such a hit at the New Orleans Beverly Country 
Club and that you liked the Godowsky column. As to where I hold all 
those details, I usually get ‘em by listening to guys iike you when you're 
not even listening to yourselves. As to that couple who fell in the hole 
in the sidewalk, I thought it was a pip, too. If, however, you think I 


} should have the power of Louis B Mayer, I'd even settle for the power 


of Tyrone. ‘That's a joke, son!) 

Okay, so the papers wouldn't mention your performance because the 
country club is really a gambling joint, but when you say Variety wouldn't 
review it because you weren't a bust you're speaking of the rapping paper 
I love. Let’s see how Hildegarde fares as your follow-in. 

Fine, I'll see you around the poo) at Palm Springs but for decency’s 
sake put a new string in those trunks. Otherwise, you'll be booked next 
in burlesque. 


Dear Joe Laurie, Jr.: 
Why don’t you write to me any more? 


Dear Readers: 
It’s a little early, but Merry Christmas. 
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Wednesday, December 10, 1947 





Broadway 


Jake Wilk due back ‘from Hot 
Springs, Ark., holiday. 

Mrs. Jack Robbins to the Coast. 

Al Schacht previewed his new 
restaurant Monday (8). 

Lauritz Melchior due in N. Y. 
Jan. 5 to rejoin Metopera. 

RKO's Jack Goldstein will Xmas- 
New Year's it in Miami Beach. 

Joe Candullo, ex-bandleader, now 
partnered in Peter's travel bureau. 

Paul Small surprise birthday-din- 
nered his wife Lillian on Monday 
(8). 

Paula Padani, Palestinian dancer, 
arrived in N. Y. for U. S. dance re- 
cital tour. ue 

John Loveton, producer of radio's 
“Mr. & Mrs. North,” into Broadway 
producing. 





Cartoonist Rube Goldberg turned 
songsmith with “Two Lips, Two} 
Arms, Too Late.” | 

Spyros Skouras guest of honor at | 
dinner of N. Y. chapter of Hadas- | 
sah at Waldorf-Astoria last night | 
(Tuesday). : 

John Koenig, ex-Broadway scenic | 
designer now with Macy’s Frisco | 
branch, in town on biz. | 

Abner J. Greshler depicted as the 
club-date tycoon in the Nov, 22 
issue of Business Week. 

James Proctor, agent and Robert 
Milford, company manager of “To- 
paze,” now in rehearsal. : 

Nat Fleisher, editor of The Ring, 
elected president of Boxing Writers 
Association (Monday (8). 

Larry Barnet, Music Corp. of 
America veepee, in Flower Fifth 
Ave. hospital with the flu. 

Reginald Denneholz, agent of 
“Lamp At Midnight,” sharing office 
quarters with Bernard Simon. 

Opening of Barbara Kelly’s new 
Crysial line Westchester, de- 
layed by slowed likker license. 

Igor Buketoff has taken over con- 
ducting of orchestra of the touring 
“The Telephone” and “The Medium.” 

Gustav Bergman, Swedish theatri- 
cal director, arrived on the Swedish- 
American liner Drottningholm Mon- 
day (8). 

Earl -Carroll left last week for 
‘Japan to gander Nipponese showbiz 
and visit his old friend, Gen. Mac- 
Arthur. 

A. J. O'Keefe, Universal’s ass’t 

eneral sales manager, at Mayo 

linic, Rochester, Minn., for general 
checkup. ; : 

Mildred Natwick back from the 
Coast, where she completed work in 
Metro’s “Mortal Coils,” starring 
Charles Boyer. 

Jules Ziegler, who recently re- 
signed as head of General Artists 
Corp., legit dept., has opened his own 
management offices. 

Ann Marie Joel, French technical 
adviser for Warner’s “To the Vic- 


| cal, 





tor,” returned to France Monday (8) 
aboard the America. 

Bill Ornstein and his wife cele- 
brated 19th anniversary yesterday 
(Tuesday). He’s Metro homeoffice 
trade press contact. 

With the windup of “Sainted Sis- 
ters” at Paramount, Joan Caulfield 
trained into New York Friday (5) 
for a six-week vacation. 

New Chicago syndicate, backed by 
pinmeyreteme. 8 moneybags, set to 
open huge d west steakery, flying 
in beef daily, in midtown. 

Ken Hargreaves, joint managing 
director and secretary of 20th-Fox 
International Corp. in Britain, due 
in on the Mauretania next week. 

Trixie Friganza marked her 77th 
birthday at the Flintridge Sacred 
Heart Academy L. A., she’s been 
living there for the last seven years. 

Efrem Kurtz, Kansas City Phil- 
hermonic maestro, due in N. Y. Fri- 
day (12) for recordings with N. Y. 
Philharmonic for Columbia Records. 

Corinne & Cordano, U. S. dance 
team, in on the Gdynia-America 
liner Batory Sunday (7) after wind- 
ing up an eight-month European 
tour. 

After being given penicillin for a 
bad cold, Hal Horne was later told 
by the medico he’s allergic to the 
drug. However, the film man is on 
the mend. 

Foreign film distributor Mare Gil- 
bert has acquired the stock of his 
non-show biz silent partner and is 
now sole owner of the Marc Gilbert 
Film Corp. 

Fire in kitchen grease duct of Sar- 
di’s Restaurant Monday (8) resulted 
in an estimated $20,000 damages and 
forced eatery to close several days 
for repairs. 

Guest speakers for Bernard 
Sobel’s course on theatrical ,pub- 
licity at New School last Friday (5) 
were Michael Myerberg ard Edward 
L. Bernays. 

Jack Haley’s deal for “Inside 
USA,” new Arthur Schwartz musi- 
eal, like Beatrice Lillie’s arrange- 
ment, is a flat sum proposition; no 
percentage. 

Peter Donald's sore throat slowed 
his new transcription series for 
Stanback altho he’s that far ahead 
that schedule starting Dec. 15 coast 
to coast won't be affected. 

Richard Maney, drumbeater for 
Kermit-Bloomgarden, proclaimed the 
birth of the latter's son last week on 
the day of its birth with the an- 
nouncement “as yet untitled.” 

Drama collection of 1,566 books, 
@ssembled by Maurice J. Speiser, le- 
git lawyer, and wife, was given to 

niv., of Pennsylvania last week in 
memory of their son, Herbert Arn- 
old Speiser. 

Met soprano Marjorie Lawrence, 


crippled by polio in °41, will stand 
for an entire performance for the 
first time since, whem she sings 
“Elektra” with Chicago Symph to- 
morrow (11). : 

Irving Geist, of the Four Chaplains 
Fund and the James J. Walker Me- 
morial Foundation, being given a 
Presidental citation. A luncheon 
c_lebration at the Sherry Nether- 
lands today (10) will signalize the 
event. 

Playwright Phil Dunning and his 
wife (Frances Fox) off to Coast on 
17-day auto junket. Dunning plans 
stopovers in towns where he did 
one-night stands as a former vaude 
performer. j 

Seiden Management, reopening 
Palm Beach Hotel Dec. 18, just re- 
purchased permanently swank Lido 
Beach Club, L. IL, from War Assets 
Board. During '47 Seidens operated 
Lido only by loan-out arrangement 
with UN. : 

“Sherm From Mort,” the gold tie- 
clasp which Morton Downey pre- | 
sented to Sherman Billingsley, got 
into the act as part of the news- 


paper accounts attendant to the 
Stork Club boniface’s current labor 
imbroglio. 


Irving and Ellin Berlin may holi- 
day in Hollywood because of final 
soundtracking of his Metro filmusi- 
“Easter Parade,” which_ is 
primed for Easter preem. This 
means they don’t move into their 
new Beekman: Place home until after 


Jan, 1, 
Miami Beach 


By Larry Solloway 
Gene Baylos added to Mother 
Kelly’s show. 
Cliff Edwards into 
Hotel Baroque Room. 


Bob Jacobs preemed his Fan and 
Bill’s spot, Saturday (6). 

Len Dawson orch into Brigadoon 
room of the Lord Tarleton. 


Dick Smart bowed out of the 
Blackamoor room after the opening; 
replaced by Chito Izar. 

Olmsted's, of Washington, D: C., 
took over Maurice's, and will oper- 
ate it under own name. 

Benny Fields and Al Bernie, with 
new production lineup, into: the 
Copacabana, Thursday (11). 

Nitery biz was solid over last 
weekend. Town is finally beginning 
to fill up with. vacationers, instead of 
“snowbirds” looking for jobs. 

Murray Weinger back from New 
York and Coast trip for talent. Will 
present one name act, sans support, 
with George Jessel, in January. 

Club HaHa, which accents enter- 
tainment in the “gay” manner, re- 
opened with Pat Clayton heading 
the show and Babe Baker producing. 

Leon Kramer, who began a come- 
back last summer at the Copaca- 
bana and the Olympia theatre, back 
in St. Francis hospital for further 
treatments on his leg. 

Rivo Alto, newest nitery here, 
closed its show after three weeks 
and reverted to dining policy until 
the new show is set. Al Fast headed 
the revue which folded. 

Ned Schuvler’s Beachcomber opens 
Friday (127, with Belle Baker, Joey 
Adams, Mark Plant, Tony Canzoneri 
and June Taylor. Seating capacity 
has been enlarged to 750. 


Palm Springs 


By Arthur Ungar 

Early season trade is about 40% 
below this time last year. 

Sally Eilers, between pictures, is 
spending her time getting a desert 
tan. 

Villa Hermosa, added to the group 
of resort spots last season, is getting 
strong Hollywood patronage; mostly 
executives. , 

Al Jolson’s home was remodelled 
and refurnished at a cost of around 
$60,000. They call it the dream house 
of the town. 

Harold Hopper’s menage, which 
has a swimming pool designed by 
Lucille, is across the road from the 
Jolson home. 

Bob Hopkins is building a home 
here, meanwhile living in a rented 
house. Doing his screen ehores ai, 
the first tee of the golf course. 

Seems as though the 20th Century- 
.Fex personnel are the majority. of 
the weekend guests at Joel Blumen- 
ae" Wonder Palms in Cathedral 

ity. 

Racquet Club, with new addition 
of bungalows and five houses of 
eight-room size built by that Charlie 
Farrell, is turning them away week- 
ends. 

Palm Springs already has 500 more 
rooms this season than last, with 
more and more building going on. 
Another 1,000 rooms will be added 
by February. 

The picture colony is heavily rep- 
resented as land owners in Palm 
Springs this season. Eddie Small 
has two homes. One, purchased 
while it was being built, was too 
small, so he constructed a larger one 
along the same lines a block away 
and has just moved in. He also has 
large acreage investments. 

The Pan Bermans are pretty much 
Palm Springs dwellers with their 
new home, as are the Eddie Cantors, 
whose house had its third enlarge- 
ment since being built eight years 
ago. Bryan Foy’s home backs up 
against Sol Lesser’s, so deals are 
swapped over the fence. Jack Benny 
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has rented a house for the season, 





London 


The British Broadcasting Corp. is 
presenting Princess Elizabeth with 
complete set of theewedding record- 


ings. 

Diamond Lil,” with Mae West, 
broke the house record at the 
Alhambra, Glasgow, in its two 
weeks’ recent stay. , 

Notice is up for Noel Coward's 
“Peace in Our Time,” which closes 
at Aldwych theatre Dec. 13. It’s 
being replaced Dec. 18 by “Mac- 
beth,” starring Michael Redgrave 
and Ena_Burrill, for a li.aited run. 

“Sweetest : d Lowest,” the Am- 
bassadors revue starring Hermione 
Gingold, now in its second year, 
won't be seen on Broadway till late 
1948. Was originally to have been 
presented by tie Theatre Guild, but 
sponsor now is John Wildberg. 

British film producers who are to 
have their own “Oscar” have set up 
selection committee comprising Sir 
Alexander Korda, Michael Balcon, 
Frank Launder, Ronald Neame, 
Michael Powell, Carol Reed, Sir 
Laurence Olivier, Paul Rotha and 
Muir Mathieson. 

“Gone With the Wind” doing ca- 
pacity business at the little Ritz 
theatre adjoining the Empire in its 
236th West End week, dating from 
its original presentation. Revival 
had five week stay at the Empire, 
and advance booking for the Ritz 
goes well into the New Year. 

Peter Dearing, who is reviving 
“Daddy Long Legs” as a Christmas 
attraction at the Comedy theatre, is 
the first to play one show at two 
theatres, ‘Daddy,” besides playing 
at the Comedy in the afternoon, will 
play evenings at the Embassy, Swiss 
Cottage, a surburban tryout spot. 
Renee Kelly, who created the part 
of Judy in 1914 at Toledo, and in 
1916 in London, will now play the 
Pritchard role. 


Dublin 


By Maxwell Sweeney 

Royal Welsh Male Choir to make 
Irish tour next March. 

Tenor John Torney 
Theatre Royal, Dec. 14. 

Chain of newsreel cinemas being 
planned for Northern Ireland shore 
resorts. 

French organist Marcel Dupre in 
Ireland for recitals in Belfast and 
Dublin. 

Scottish playwright James Bridie 
here as guest of St. Andrew’s 
Society. 

Frank Law, London Film Pro- 
ductions flack, here to hypo interest 
in continental films. 

Studio 400-seater theatre under 
construction for Radio Eireann, 
state-owned broadcasting setup. 

Radio Eireann actor Charles Dais 
leaving for New York this month 
for tryout in “Finian’s Rainbow.” 

M. J. MacManus, Irish Press liter- 





inked for 


ary editor, broadcasting on BBC's 
ae Program on “The State of 
ire.” 


P. J. Kelly, who took over lead in 
London production of “Finian’s 
Rainbow,” vacationing here before 
returning to New York. 

F. J. Lawlor, manager of Leonard 
Ging’s Dublin nabe circuit, now 
manager of Adelphi cinema, Dun 
Laoghaire, new seaside house. 

Group of Irish players under title 
of Dublin Religious Drama Group 
plans to do a series of morality 
plays in Protestant churches at 
Christmas. 

Olympia theatre director Lorcan 
Bourke now in association with 
vaude artist Frank O'Donovan and 
Percy H. Holmshaw in the Irish 
Theatrical Agency. 

Frank Dermody, Abbey theatre 
producer who resigned some months 
ago to join Gabriel Pascal as direc- 
tor. has returned and resumes pro- 
ducing chores with special Christ- 
mas show in Gaelic language. 


Australia 


By Eric Gor-ick 
Clive Arnett, United Artists ‘rep, 
surveying New Zealand field. 
Metro’s “Rage in Heaven” revival 
goa sale Sydney, is a surprise b.o. 
i 





Cabot and Dresden, dancers, big 
hit here on Dave Martin's Tivoli 
loop. 

Alan Williamson, Eagle Lion 
Aussie rep, currently touring New 
Zealand. 

Trade is still strong with Ballet 
Rambert at Princess Melbourne, on 
fifth week. ‘ 

Doris Fritton is producing “The 
Little Foxes” at her indie North 
Sydney house. 

_ Government has been asked.to ban 
importation of funny strips on syn- 
dication from U. S. dailies .v con- 
serve dollars. 

Wee Georgie Wood will produce 
the big Xmas panto at Minerva, 
Sydney, for Whitehall. It’s “Aladdin,” 
with magician Levante featured. 

Chauvel’s pic for Universal- 

Greater Union, “Sons of Matthew,” 
is due off the production lines soon. 
Has local cast, with Chauvel direct- 
ing. 
_ Biggest Wurlitzer organ in Aussie 
has been installed at Regent, Mel- 
bourne, Hoyts house, due for re- 
opening Dec. 19 with “Homestretch” 
(20th). 

Cicely Courtneidge, British star, 
arrived in Sydney to do “Under the 
Counter” for J, C. Williamson thea- 


tres at Royal, Sydney, as Yuletide 
attraction. 

G. R. McDonald has been re- 
elected chairman of the Carfoll- 
Musgrave unit, operating the Prince 
Edward, Sydney. It’s 27th con- 
secutive term. 

Joe Joel, Columbia’s ad_ chief, 
leaves next month for Perth to set 
up special publicity for the Col. 

roduct bow into Fuller’s Capitoi on 
ongterm deal. 


Chicago 

Louis Calhern resting after minor 
surgery. 

Louis Bromfield checked in to ad- 
dress the 4-H Clubs. 

Lynn Crane going east for re- 
hearsals of “The Old Composer.” 

Horace McMahon and actress-wife 
Louise Campbell due in for the holi- 
days. 

Fritz Busch, here to conduct the 
Chi Symph orch, stricken with pneu- 
monia. 

The Don Cossack Chorus opened 
the Opera House Concert series Sun- 
day (7). 

“Joan of Lorraine” marks opening 
of Village Players season, Dec. 11 
at Palos Park theatre. 

Richard Whorf viewing all the 
legit shows, preparing for production 
of two shows on Broadway. 

Bob Hope headlined the North- 
western Univ. football dinner squad 
Saturday (6) at the Stevens. 

Ann Shephcrd, headliner in “All 
My Sons,” addressed Conference of 
Club Presidents at the Art Institute. 

Maurice Bergman and Charles 
Feldman, Universal brasshats; hud- 
dling with firm’s midwest head, 
Manny Gottlieb. 


. Buenos Aires 


Radio Actors Union stages benefit 
at Nacional Theatre. 

Jack Osserman, RKO’s Buenos 
Aires rep, off on Brazilian jaunt. 

Anna Marly, French Resistance 
mans warbling on Radio Splendid 
web. 

Pianist Antonio de Raco sails for 
U. S. and Europe on extended con- 
cert tour. 

Radio El Mundo adapts “Vivire 
en Paz,” Italian pic, for broadcast 
on Lux Radio Theatre. 

Film star Tilda Tamar planing for 
Paris to spend Xmas and New Year 
with husband, Count Toptani. 

Argentine film commentators as- 
sociation feted San Miguel Studio’s 
p.a. Maria Elina Corrieri at dinner 
attended by 300 of Argentina’s enter- 
tainment folk. 

Lola Robert, from Paramount’s 
Paris studios, currently in Buenos 
Aires, as custodian of exhibition of 
French religious masterpieces. Plans 
staying on in Argentina for work in 
film production. 


Washington 


By Florence S. Lowe 

Jackie Miles at the Club Cairo. 

The Van Heflins in town to visit 
the actor’s brother Martin, a Wash- 
ington publicist. 

Loew’s Palace had added some- 
thing new in the form of hot coffee 
served to payees in lobby. 

Charles “Buddy” Rogers in on 
double stint of “apioiting Navy re- 
cruiting and for “Sleep My Love.” 

Walter Long, Catholic Univ. alum- 
nus and ex of “Toplitsky of Notre 
Dame,” currently terping at Casino 
Royal. 

Edward R. Murrow, CBS news- 
caster, guest speaker at annual 
founders day dinner of Kappa Sigma 
alumni. 

Jean Cocteau’s surrealistic film of 
the early 30s “Blood of a Poet,” 
screened here last week under au- 
spices of American Univ. 


- e 
Mexico City 
Xavier Cugat has inked with the 
newest local radio station XEX for 





< 











‘| programs that he and Alonso Sordo 


Noriega will package. 

Senate, in special secret session, 
okayed for Mexico the Inter-Ameri- 
can radio pact adopted at. the Rio 
de Janeiro meet in 1945. 

Sofia Alvarez, Colombian w.k. in 
Mexican pix and stage, heads com- 
pany of Mexican “zarzuelas” (musi- 
cal comedies) that Guz Aguilar is to 
start on the road at Guadalajara 
during Christmas week. e 

Another new pic production com- 
pany, Paz Films, has been formed 
by Miguel Pereyra, Manuel Alto- 
aguirre and Francisco Zarraga. Trio 
are co-writing script for their first 
production, “Juventud Sobre Mexi- 
co” (“Youth Rules Mexico”). 


San Francisco 


_By Ted Friend 

Entertainment biz being hit by 
pre-Christmas lull. 

_Al Wallace orch cutting Latin 
disks for a Global album. 

_ Virginia Mayo and Michael O’Shea 
in for opening of “Out of the Blue.” 

Jerry Lester set for “House of 
Harris,” Feb. 10. Carl Brisson inked 
in for the Mark Hopkins, Jan. 10, 
and Fairmont dates set for Beatrice 
Kay and Evelyn Knight. 

Irving Ackerman and Herbert 
Rosener set Straw Hat Revue, local 
legit production, for Dec. 27 opening 
at the tiny Nob Hill pix house. First 
legit offering in that theatre since 








its opening three years ago. 


Hollywood 


Jean Hersholt ill with flu. 

Victor McLaglens divorcing. 

Irene Dunne in from the east. 
Lionel Shapiro returned from Eu- 


rope. 
Nate Manheim ill 


with 
trouble. pun 
Bob Coleson hospitalized for 
surgery, 


Rudy Vallee returned from New 
Orleans. 
Herbert Stothart § stricke i 
—_— age Fics 
irginia Field to Las Ve i- 
vorce Howard Grode. mashes 


took out a marriage license. 

S. Barret McCormick in from New 
York for RKO studio confabs. 

John Albeck leaves next week for 
Japan to represent Paramount. 

Edward Cheyfitz to Washington 
for confabs with Eric Johnston. 

Regis Toomey to Memphis to ap- 
pear in the annual Winter Carnival 

Joe Frisco will open at the Black 
Hawk nitery, Beverly Hills, Dec. 26. 

Josh White to San Francisco for 
two weeks at the California Theatre 
Club. 

Jonie Taps returned to his Colum- 
bia desk after two weeks in New 
York. 

Vince Barnett in town after a 
three-month tour of Canada and the 
eastern states. 

Paula Stone and Michael Sloane 
to Washington for the opening of 
“Sweethearts.” 

Edward Arnold to Portland, Ore., 
for a recitation with the Symphony 
Orchestra there. 

Bing Crosby bought a piece of the 
Billings, Mont., ball club in the 
Pioneer League. 

Jane Russell to Sun Valley as guest 
of the Union Pacific for the opening 
of winter festivities. 

John Huston returned from Key 
West, where he scouted locations for 
Warners’ “Key Largo.” 

Mervyn LeRoy elected chairman 
of the Associated American Artists 
galleries in Beverly Hills. 

Dennis Morgan to Milwaukee for 
a hometown personal appearance 
with “My Wild Irish Rose.” 

Harry Siegel resigned as “Black- 
outs” stage manager to join Brigham 
Townsend in a new flackery. 

Frank Whitbeck farmed out his 
three elephants for another year 
with the Polack Bros. Circus. 

Arch Reeves doing flack duties for 
the Motion Picture Producers, pinch- 
hitting for Duke Wales, who lost his 
appendix. 

Paulette Goddard and Burgess 
Meredith gifted Amherst and Smith 
colleges with sound equipment units 
valued at $10,000 each. 





Minneapolis 
By Les Rees 

City council legalized bingo for 
churches and clubs. 

Univ. of Minnesota Theatre of- 
fering “Arms and the Man.” 

WCCO launching new “Back- 
ground to the News Stories” pro- 
gram. 

WwW. R. Frank off to the Coast to 
get his “Dan Patch” film production 
rolling. 

Al Morgan into Hotel Nicollet 
Minnesota Terrace for return en- 
gagement. 

“Junior League Follies” at Lyceum 
Dec. 11-13 for Northwest Variety 
club’s heart hospital benefit. 

“Ecstasy,” at World, advertised as 
“uncensored” and “uncut version” 
and “not recommended for children.” 

Max Bercutt, of S.R.O. publicity 
staff, in from Hollywood to show 
Twin City critics “Paradine Case” 
rushes. 

Group headed by an Illinois manu- 
facturer bought the Hotel Nicollet, 
one of town’s leading hostelries, for 
$2,500,000. 

Louis Orlove, M-G-M exploiteer, 
set up “Green Dolphin Street” in- 
vitation screenings for clergy and 
others in North Dakota. 

Mrs. S. G. Lebedoff, wife of the 
veteran local showman, now Los 
Angeles resident, here visiting her 
exhibitor son, Martin Lebedoff. 

Harry Katz, erstwhile burlesque 
impressario, resigned as North Star 
Theatre Guild business manager to 
engage in off- le liquor business. 


Cleveland 


By Glenn C. Pullen 

“Dear Ruth” troupe at Play House 
touring to Indiana Univ., Jan. 5-6. 

Frankie Strasek, Alpine Village 
maestro, became a parent a second 
time. 

Local 4 of musicians union tossed 
a beer-and-hot-dog shindig on its 
60th anniversary, with Lee Repp as 
host. S 

Victor Borge’s recital at civic 
auditorium pulled smallest crowd he 
ever drew here, losing money for 
G. Bernardi, promoter. 





Adair, playing her first hometown 
legit date as femme lead in “Okla- 
homa!”, due Dec. 22 at the Hanna. 
Continental Cafe, which dropped 
22-piece symphony orchestra, inked 
Daniele & Danice Kodell and An- 
nette Olsen to start its floor show 
policy. , ; 
Following Harry Richman’s stint, 
Mounds Club closed its season early. 
Business has been way off since the 
$500,000 robbery by masked bandits, 





who scared off regular clientele. 


~, 


Janis Paige and Frank Martinelli . 


Carolyn Adair, wife of dancer Ted . 
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OBITUARIES 





TRISTAN BERNARD 
Tristan Bernard, 81, French hu- 
morist and playwright, died Dec. 7 
at his home in Paris. His comedies, 
such as “L'Anglais Tel Qu on le 
Parle,’ have ecome classics of the 
atre Francais. 
T originally a lawyer in Paris, Ber- 


‘ nard turned to writing and during 


his career turned out many novels 
and light plays. Among the best 
known of the latter were “Le 
Pouailler,” “Le Danseur Inconnu 
and “La Petit Cafe.” One of his 
novels was adapted for films and 
shown in Paris and the VU. S. under 
tithe of “The Slipper Episode.” His 
comedy, “Le Sexe Fort,” was pro- 
duced at the Barbizon Plaza theatre, 
N. Y., in 1937. 

During his early career he took 
a temporary fling at acting, appear- 
ing in support of Sara Bernhardt 
in a one-act play of his own, titled 
“A Boy of Eighteen.” 





AL SACK 
Al Sack, 36, music director, died 
Dec. 6 ‘in Hollywood, after .being 
hospitalized three days with pneu- 





plunged into the Charles River near 
Braves Field, Boston. 

Erbb ‘entered the, film business as 
a shipper and presently became New | 


England distributor for Paramount. 
He subsequently was with the com- 
pany’s offices in Philadelphia and 
New York, and two years ago went 
to England as general manager for 
Selznick’s Vanguard division. In 
England last year Erbb was involved 
in a motor accident and was still re- 
ceiving medical treatment for dizzy 
spells as a result. 

Wife, also seriously injured in last 
week’s crash, survives. 


Baker Moore, 62, former actor and 
more recently an instructor of 
speech, was found dead Dec. 3 in 
his N. Y. apartment by a friend, 
Edward Lester, also an actor. Police 
believe Moore suffered a herrt at- 
tack during the night. 

Sister survives. 

GILES .CAIN 

Giles Cain, 85, drama critic, fea- 

ture writer and columnist for the 


IN MEMORY OF 


Damon 


monia. He went to Hollywood seven 
years ago after three years as music 
director for Olsen & Johnson. 

He was chief arranger and asso- 
ciate conductor with Paul White- 
man, who had him appointed Coast 
music director of ABC. He left a 
year later to freelance, and directed 
the music on the “Maisie,” “Beulah” 
and the Tony Martin shows, up to 
time of death. 

He also directed “Take It Or Leave 
It” on recordings, accompanied 
Dinah Shore and Frances Langford 
and had his own album, “Velvet 
Moods.” He appeared as guest con- 
ductor of the Cleveland Symphony 
Orchestra three years ago. 

Wife and daughter survive, 





EUGENE H. BAILEY, Sr. 
Eugene H. Bailey, Sr., 70, former 
theatre manager and film distributor, 
for 35 years, died Nov. 26 at his 
home in Cleveland. During the 
silent screen days he has been as- 





Runyon 


PAUL SMALL 





Independent, Kansas “City society 
publieation, died Nov. 30 in that city. 
He had moved to Kansas City from 
New York about 50 years ago, and 
spent the last 36 as the only male 
member of the Independent staff. 
He wrote three columns, “Plays and 
Players, “Petticoat Lane Levities,” 
and “This, That and the Other.” 

A brother, a niece and two neph- 
ews survive. : 





MILTON DRESSER 

Milton Geilette Holiday, 58, who 
under the professional name of Mil- 
ton Dresser had appeared in vaude- 
ville and later in radio, died Dec. 3 
at his home in East Orange, N. J. 
At time of death he was in the oil 
burner business there. 

Mother, brother, two sons and a 
daughter survive. 





HOWARD C. SCHAUB 
Howard C. Schaub, 84, Decatur, 
Ill, radio and newspaper executive 


“DOC” DAMON RUNYON 


Office Upstairs 


IN MEMORIAM 





sociated with Universal Exchange, 
W. N. Skirball Co. and Columbia 
Pictures. Before he retired two 
years ago he had managed houses 
in Wellington and Steubenville, O. 


Two of Bailey’s sons now engaged 
in film industry are Thomas E., with 
the Universal Exchange in Cleve- 
Jand, and George F., with Metro. 
Three other sons, four daughters, 
23 grandchildren and one great- 
Brand-child survive, 





ROBERT FULGORA 
Robert Fulgora, 78, veteran vaude- 
ville actor, died Dec. 6 at Bay Shore, 
L. I. He had been a guest at the 
Percy Williams Home at East Islip, 


'L. L since 1942. 


He was born in St. Louis, and 
made his first appearance in variety 
theatres in 1884 as a lightning 
change artist and impersonator. In 
1902 he appeared with the Boston 
Howard Co., organized Fulgora Eu- 
repean Stars, which toured the 
Keith, Proctor and Orpheum cir- 


Cuits. His last stage appearance was 
in 1933. 


Survived by a daughter and a 
nephew, 





WILLIAM H. ERBB 
William H. Erbb, 52, former Selz- 
hick exee and long associated with 
film distributing, was killed in an 
automobile accident last week, when 
18 Car went out of contre] and 





ED. H. WEINER 


died Dec. 1, at Ft. Lauderdale, Fla., 
after a short illness. Schaub was 
president of the Decatur News- 
papers, Inc.. which owns several 
dailies in DJlinois, He also had an 
interest in radio stations WSOY 
and WSOY-FM, Decatur. 
Wife and five children survive. 





SID RANKIN 

Sid Rankin, 70, former advance 
man and newspaperman, died in the 
office of John J. Jermon in the Pal- 
ace Theatre Building, N. Y., last 
week (2), of a heart attack. 

In the 1900's Rankin had been an 
advance agent for burlesque shows 
of the old Empire Circuit and Co- 
lumbia wheel, handling shows for 
J. Herbert Mack, founder of the 
Columbia wheel with Sam S. Scrib- 
ner, and later for Jermon, who had 


been a producer for Columbia. Later | 


he was burlesque editor ef the N. Y. 
Clipper ard Zit’s Weekly, remaining 
with latter publication until it sus- 
pended in 1937. More recently he 
had been a checker for Metro films. 

Survived by a daughter. 

J. CALVIN JACKSON 

J. Calvin Jackson, 45, announcer 
and program director for station 
WRAW, Reading. Pa.. collapsed on 
the street and died Dec. 8 in that 
city. Starting in 1929 at WEEU and 
WRAW, then under the same owner- 
ship, Jackson went with the latter 
station exclusively In 1936, and be- 


‘came program director in 1940. He 


also was with WCAU, Philadelphia, 


(}and Scranton station for a time. 


Wife and three sons ‘survive. 
Elmer R. Jackson, 22, lost his life 
in the Sicilian campaign. 





LOUIS A. HEEGER 
Louis A. Heeger, 94, former musi- 
cian, died Nov. 29, in Evansville, 
Ind. He was at one time a member 


and also was a featured cornetist in 
the Pfafflin Rough Riders. 
a soloist at the St. Louis Exposition 
|in 1904, and played in several the- 
latres before sound pictures. 
He retired 20 years ago. 








JOHN PEERAS 

John Pekras, 71, active in the the- 
|atre business in Elyria, O., for more 
| than 30 years, and for many years 
| operator of the old Dreamland the- 
jatre in Columbus, O., died Dec. 1 in 
Tucson, Ariz. 

Wife, daughter, son, Theodore and 
brother, the latter two being Colum- 
bus theatre operators, survive. 





CHARLES GAINES | 
Charles Gaines, 55, executive pro- | 
ducer of the Frederic W. Ziv radio 
production office, died Dec. 3 at his 
home in New York. 

Details in the Radio Section. 

Brother, 58, of Billy Catizone, 
bandleader at the William Penn 
Hotel Terrace Room in Pittsburgh, 
died of a heart attack Dec. 4 in that 
city. 

Mother of Robert Ardrey, scena- 
rist and playwright, died Dec. 1 in 
San Jose, Cal. Daughter and two 
grandchildren also survive. 

Father, of Paul Williams, manager 
of WB’s Etna theatre, Pittsburgh, 
died at his home there last week 
jafter a long illness. 





Father, of Lou Abramson, secre- 
tary to Jack Kirsch, head of Allied 
States Theatres, Chicago, died Nov. 
27, in that city. 





Ralph Priest, 42, recording en- 
gineer for Decca, died Nov. 29, at 
his home in Hollywood. 

James Wildenthaler, 56, former 
stagehand, died at the Will Rogers, 
Saranac Lake, N. Y., Dec. 4. 








Wife, 42, of Bernie Grossman, 
songsmith, died of cancer last week 
in N. Y. 





MARRIAGES 


Helen Forrest to Paul Holahan, 
Beverly Hillis, Dec. 7. Bride's a 
radio singer; he’s a film actor. 

Marie Szymanski to David Fergu- 
son, New York, Nov. 27. Bride was 
a researcher on the “We, the 
People” radio program. 

Estelle Shay to Milton Goodman, 
Flushing, N. Y., Dec. 3. Groom is 
assistant to the short subject sales 
manager of Columbia Pictures. 

Betty Lee Hannon to Robert Eu- 
gene Bray, Hollywood, Dec. 2. Both 
| are film players. 

Bettye Durrence to Robert White- 
man, Miami Beach, Fla., Nov. 30. 
Bride was formerly dancer in “Call 
| Me Mister” (Plymouth, N. Y.); he’s 
violinist and radio musical director 





BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Shep Chartoc, daugh- 
ter, Chicago. Dee. 2. Father is part- 
ner in Chartoc-Colman Radio Pro- 
ductions. 


Mr. and Mrs. Stacey Keach, son, 
New York City, Dec. 7. Father is 
eastern talent test director for RKO. 


Mr. and Mrs. Jack R. Berne, 
daughter, Hollywood, Dec. 7. Father 
is second assistant director of the 
film, “Velvet Touch.” 


Mr. and Mrs. Kermit Bloomgar- 
den, son, N. Y., Dee. 3. Father is 
legit producer; mother is former 
| Virginia Kaye, legit actress. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jack Cotton, son, 
Burbank, Cal., Dec. 1. Mother is the 
' former Marion Thompson, of the 
films, 


Mr, and Mrs. Jack Granara, son, 
| Hollywood, Dec. 2. Father is a flack 
| at RKO. 

Mr. and Mrs. Lou Ross, son, Pitts- 
burgh, Dec. 3. Father's one of the 
| owners of Hollywood Show Bar. 
| Mr. and Mrs. Lou Abrams, 
| Pittsburgh, Noy. 23. 

Club LuMarba nitery. 


Mr. and Mrs. Gerald O. Kaye, son, 
|N. Y. Dec. 5. Father is gen. mgr. of 
|Bruno-New York, RCA Victor N. Y. 
| distribs. 

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas A. Adams, 
son, Newark, Dec. 7. Father is vice- 
president of the Paramount and 
Adams, theatres, Newark. 





son, 





lof the original George Warren band | 


He was | 


Father owns | 
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eral striking ideas have been pro- 
mulgated of an unusual nature to 
legit. One is for a National Legiti- 
mate Theatre Week, with window 
| displays in department stores and 
shops in legit towns as reminders 
that the theatre season had opened. 
| Not a display about one show, but 


|about all shows — about 
theatre. Important stars would make 
tours of key Cities to dramatize the 
scheme. 





Mailing Lists 


Theatres in key cities would be 
encouraged to. maintain mailing 
lists, to circularize schools, women's 
clubs, etc. An information file of 
conditions in various road cities 


would be kept for use of producers, 
managers and agents. Regular radio 


programs about the theatre in the 
various cities on tour would be 
promoted. 


Also, a weekly press release with 
news of legit would be sent to 


newspapers throughout the country. 
A speakers bureau would be main- | 


tained, furnishing speakers on legit 


the legit | 





Legit’s Pitch For Mass Draw 


Continued from page 1 








they’re doing, give them pep talks, 
etc., it’s claimed. 

There are now perhaps four or 
five femme organizations which buy 
| blocks of matinee tickets. More 
such activity could be «:icouraged, 
A central bureau could nandle the 
problem of taking care of out-of- 
town critics who come to New York 





and want to see shows. Bureau 
could also investigate proper 
credentials of many people repre- 
senting themselves as theatre lec- 


turers, who ask for passes. 


To finanee the plan, the commit- 


tee believes that $30,000 minimum 
would be needed the first year as 
salary for a director, his secretary 
and expenses. Contributions now 
made to the League by both plays 
and, theatres, of $10 weekly, could 
be increased by $5 or $10, which 
would be a drain on no one, yet 


would finance the work. Committee 
prefers that the League finance the 
matter, although assistance from 
Equity or. the Dramatists Guild 
might be asked later if warranted. 

The committee believes plan 
isn't a short range one. A year might 


its 


to various organizations. Studies of 'elapse before any important results 


current plays would be made avail- 
able for schools, and theatre exhibi- 
| tions arranged in the public libra- 
ries. 


Theron Bamberger, who discussed it 
with fellow-producers Richard Ald- 


probe its possibilities and prepare a 

plan to present to the League. 
Committee’s plan is to engage a 

director of public relatiens, In addi- 


cooperate with theatre managers 
throughout the country in organiz- 
ing audiences and stimulating the- 
atre-going. Director would be head- 
quartered in New York, but would 
divide his time between Broadway 
and the road. Office would be oper- 
ated under auspices of the League, 
with an advisory committee of pro- 
ducers and press agents meeting 
monthly with the director to hear 
his reports and make suggestions. 


The director, or field secretary, 
wouldn't confiict with press agents 


Promotional idea originated with 


rich, Vinton Freedley and Her- 
man Levin. The four then set 
themselves up as a committee to | 


tion to regular promotion .he would | 





for individual shows, but would | 
augment and help them. He'd also | 
work with the League,  Unitéd | 
Booking Office and American Na-| 
tional Theatre & Academy on his | 
promotion plans. In addition, the} 
office could cooperate with the 
Theatre Guild-American. Theatre 
Society and any similar setups: hav- 
ing seasonal, subscription support. 


Committee believes that theatre 
attendance on the road can be in-, 
creased by coordinated effort. The | 
advance agent for a show spends | 
only a week or two in a town, and 
has no time to promote anything 
except his “own show. Committee 
feels that conditions in “bad” show 
towns could be improved by work- 
ing with and _ educating house 
managers, and by enlisting interest 
of local societies such as_ the 
Rotary Club, Chamber of Com- | 
merce, biz and femme clubs. 


No Central Committee 


Legit has no central coordinating 
bureau, as film companies have, the 
committee points out. ~When a house 
Manager in one town hits on a good 
stunt there is no central office 
whose job it is to pass the idea on 
to other cities. For example, the 
First Night Club in Boston assures 
a good opening there for nearly 
every show. This idea could be 
introduced to other cities by the 
field secretary. Increase of $500 in 
opening night receipts in Philadel- 
phia, for instance, would alone 
justify the expense of the secretary. 

Legit, says the committee, might 
well study methods in the concert 
field, which in recent years has or- 
ganized its audiences all over the 
| country with great success. This has 
| helped not only the artists and man- 
|agements, but has been indirectly 
| profitable to related business in the 
; music field. 


| With proper promotion through- 
out the country and a stimulation 





showed, and several years, perhaps, 


before full growth could be real- 
ized. 
Road Once Very Extensive 
Before World War I and for sev- 
eral years thereafter the road was 


much more extensive and profitable 
than in the last deeade or more. At 
that time a dozen road companies of 
Broadway hits were the rule rather 
than the exception, In recent sea- 
sons, there have been'a maximum of 
only three or occasionally four si- 
multaneous road companies of New 
York hits, and very few shows have 
been able to operate even on that 
scale. 

At one time there were upward of 
1,200 one-nighters, most of the Rouses 
in those stands switching to pictures 
as the film field rapidly expanded. 
It is hardly expected that a majority 
of the former small stands can be 
recaptured, but it’s felt that many 
one, two and three-nighters that 
have rarely had stage shows during 
the last generation or so, are now: 
ripe for bookings. 

Some basis for that has been ap- 
parent last season and this fall, there 
currently being half a dozen shows 
playing scattered time reached by 
station wagon, trailers and buses. 


There was a time when actors shied 
away from touring, but it’s felt that 
numbers. of players out of jobs would 
now readily accept such engage- 
ments. 










Col. Cole 


Continued from page 1 





exhibs in terms of service, was here 
last week attending the national 
Allied States convention. 

As the Texas operator put it when 
quizzed on the subject of television, 
people will ‘still want, regardless of 


|any new contraption for the home, 
‘to get their entertainment in crowds 


with their ‘neighbors at their elbows. 
Exhibitors would be foolish, he said, 
to give video any concern, whether 
it’s the eventual pull of the home 
set or the. application of tele to the 
theatre screen. If theatre television 
is feasible and profitable, exhibitors 
will latch on quickly enough, and if 
it isn’t either or both, added the 
colonel, then the medium will be 
naturally disregarded by the thea- 
tre business. 


Cole figures that tele, as far as 
film boxoffices are concerned, will 
repeat the story of radio. People 
will again make a habit of staying 
home on a certain night for their 
favorite sequence of programs, or a 
particular program, but there will 
b other nights of the week when 
they'll be going to the theatre. 





New Cleve. Nitery 
Cleveland, Dec. 9. 





| of greater advance interest, plays 
| like “Another Part of the Forest,” 
| “All My Sons” and “Alice in Won- 
derland” might have been saved 
from failure on the road, it’s be- 
lieved. Office would have lists of 
key people in various towns, lists 
of clubs, teachers, clergymen, etc.. 
who would presumably stir interest 
in the theatre as a whole and in 
specific shows. 


Managers in. road cities are in- 
active because nobody visits them 
from a homeoffice to see what 





The Athambra, new nitery using 
/name talent, is set to Open Dec. 26, 
| Initial bill will be headed by Imo- 
| gene Coea and include Neil Stanley, 
Belva Drake, instrumental trio and 
lull pianist. 





John Lastfegel Exits Merris 
Jonn Lasifogei of the theatre dept. 
of the William Morris agency, has 
tendered his resignation effective 
Jan. 1. Future plans are indefinite. 
He's the nephew of Abe Lastfogel, 
the agency's general manager. 























—as a result of-his first 
New York appearance at 
the Paramount Theatre. 
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